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C wILL LOOK AGAIN AT UHF s ; 
FC ore space for private radio soe Nunes search 
igen SeTvICeS 10 be considered in weighing ie 
need for TV allocations. (P. 1) inued 


3 MILLION NAB BUDGET pro 

= mittee, increase of 9.7%. TO agate Ane ; 
sore funding. (P. 2) ae 
GROUPS WANT TO BUY USCI from current 
Bids stopped company from going out of 
Dec. 28. Decision is expected to be 

by Jan. 10. (P. 3) 


TwO 
owners- 
business 
announced 
BYRD PROPOSES TV IN SENATE, picking up 
auntlet from retired Baker. Move signals 

Democrats’ willingness to compromise. (P. 3) 


AHEAD FOR SATELLIT ES: Competition and 


YEAR 
characterize 1985. (P. 4) 


controversy will 
yH-1 UNDER WAY with 3.5 million homes, 28 
advertisers. Odyssey starts with zero in cable music 
video venture. (P. 5) 

PTV LEERY OF CHANNEL SWAPS as suggested by 
Comr. Quello as way to generate cash for public 
broadcasting. (P. 6) 


PRIVATE RADIO SEEN GAINING UHF SP 
rulemaking in next few mon 
reserved for UHF TV stations to private 
nothing definite i 
take UHF channels away from TV, ma 
services available to public, source said. 


their eyes on UHF space —— source 
there'll be many more by 1990, noting t 
50% of U.S, homes by 1990. Continued 
essentially has been churned up by 
users," source said. 
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COLECO 
DROPS ADAM on eve of WCES, will show 


steep loss for 
ls 
Odd-Lot. (P. tae Inventory to go to liquidator 


SUPE 
redstlen ae pus BY MIDYEAR. 400-line 
; ? a i j 
engineers doaadieny. ' : me claimed, but some 


1985-- 
in our aout ‘ ONTINUES through 3rd year, at least 
million color sete ILE ville Se abel 

5 , 11.5 million VCRs. L a 
offered in EIA survey. (Pp. 10 & 15) — aS 


TA i 

ace eet PLANT in Atlanta slated to go on 
Ouoeres bee sae astm of 25" sets. 

( : models scheduled to start 

in spring. (P. 13) : 


VIDEOCASSETTE PLAYER sellou 5 its | 

t of 15,000 unit 
1984 reported by Portavideo. TV-VCP combo si Qs 
$1,295 being introduced at WCES. (P. 13) 


VHS-PROJECTOR COMBO OFFERED as competitor 
to Sony Vidimagic. 2,200-unit order claimed. (P. 13) 


NEW PRODUCTS AT WCES: Sony shows digital TV, 
CCD Betamovie. Panasonic teletext TV set; Zenith 
monitors; Teknika enters VCR with VHS line. (P. 14) 


ected to issue _inqui and/or 
reallocating some of spectrum space now 
Source close to Chmn. Fowler said there’s 
hinking right now." In deciding whether to 


rum b rivate 
A of video services out there” and 


Citing increasing demand for mote 
said "there's already lots 
hat it has been projected that video recorders will be in 
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ds of other 


But, we must balance the nee 


ee 


duction in any form, without written permission, Is a violation of Federal statute 
uc ’ 


C ; 
et © 1985 by Television Digest, !nc. Repro 


YANUAR, 
? 


Electronig,: yot- 25: NO. 1 
er Electronics MI} a 


Consu ‘sion Digest with Consum a ae 
elevisi py > ™ 
cassette forn 
pich 


a Section of T 
include 
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STATE OF THE IND yeats but se 
f Dec. and year to date: yantities © 
FIA, for 4th statistical week 0 : i Atari ree . 
sales to dealers, from ©” : nee, SU MEEKS SU WEEKS and poth Ma 
1983 
DEC. 3984 1983 
fat ences pat Hance Coleco — 
+)0.7 459,799 20,754,433#  19,454,59) ¥ electronics 5 
TOTAL TVeseeee?” 450,322 te ee 365,004 15,936,29)# 15,870,854 veal 175 million. 
“7 4 3* : e 9 
TOTAL COLOR.«- anne 302,914 +15.9 359, 132” 15 hs eae Sige 30% of that ' 
ora OE aeke 4,031 $35.6 5,872" , 0,6)) $35.5 propent 
nee "" 93,889 99,89)  - 6-0 94,789 EAPC A gs. “13,5 cater: @ 
ry EXCL. FRO 444,855 402,809 +10.4 453,92) vee 2Os0CR? 7313,980 4g 5 a 
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eseeoere ’ 8 353** - 7.2 15,598 469,079# 403,359 . expe - 
COLOR CAMERAS. «+ 17,023 18, +16,3 enjoying S0! 
Color TY (direct-v lew) 5-week moving average: 1984--377,615"5 1983--326,898 (up 15.5%), that offer @ 
Home VCR 5-week moving average: 1984--250, 781**; 1983--126,822 (up 97.7%). 
“% Record for period. ** Highest figure on record. # Exceeds full-year record. : SUPER BE’ 
quality sinc 
of Jan. 5 C 
‘ byte. would be a. 
COLECO PULLS PLUG ON ADAM: In completion of action it started telegraphing last ; 
discontinuing Adam home computer system, AL @ As fo 


Coleco last week formally announced it was 
writedown that will result in sizable losses for 4th quarter and full 1984, unloading iny together w 
cay with about 


through liquidator at less than cost. 
“dal xij - eonvention 
Coleco said it wouldn't detail size of loss on Adam until 1984 financial results are nies 7 Beta reco! 
-‘Beta recor 


in March but indicated it could well exceed $100 million i 
icate pretax it expec 
aaa Patch Kids line. Analysts are looking for writeoff and operating earn earn fro ; 
sh secon teh ro hile ie is substantially less than $360 million been q Super 
strumer . ield in or Warner's Atari writeoffs and | en weder | 
million, including reduction of : fs and losses last year of nearly $l 
exchange for Atari assets. ‘ g value of 1 Jack Tran i 4 | 
. = 


Payments to Coleco for Adam hard pe 
not ayments | rdware and software invent including equi is 
from parts on hand, will be made on monthly ee sae 0 sas 


payment due in 1986. Estimat 
number it h es are Coleco will unlo | a 
to be Od 4 poe sea pees buyer pate ~sociigri es sm without } 
of electroni ey inanced formation of =. gilli _ chain. 's believed = - BE 
stock of ares cara Fog ae year, adele n to acquire Mattel's invent) “fi stex 
es for various formats from different Bein om Cee 
» Ul its re 


Coleco said it w 
nuthin nce ; 
d maintain service for Adam and provide new software. It 
software. It’s unders 


Coleco will brin me new 
g out so 
true computer programs that it's alread id bu , 
y pal for, _ ‘ “ 


that future offeri 
aay ings are likel ‘ 
as Colecovision vi ely to be am 
ecovision videogame that Gee se te 5 e cartridges. Adam uses same cartt®s 


culation Col 
surfaced last Oc €co_ was looking t 
t. when i 0 unload j ) : 
sa way out appeared oe etc wholesale price, june cal ee 
printer purchase contracts wit, ae later when hp ase to $500, That 
-A. and Japanese ‘ ed out Coleco had e 
suppliers, 
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se unique ead aes planned Feb 
z an a : 
ee included printer and recorder, was ann < system's built ive to Bae conventional 
2 puso ee rae pth gt production problems ei Gas unveiled at Sobieraen tes tha 
* BY fall, when it was getting limited 


high costs of Ad 
Coleco blamed am for $35 milli 
. ° 0 i P 
electronics rags ee iat up 8.1% to $403.9 nilitighapoeee posted in 1983, although its 
5173 million. At » Its sales of nonelectronic tov. €ctronics volume for 1984 was 
that coming from Cabbage Patch Kids yS more than tripled to $625 million 


30% of 


SUPER BETA DUE BY MIDYEAR: "First _major impr 
quality since the invention of the Beta format in 1975" 
of Jan. 5 Consumer Electronics Show openin 
would be available by mid-1985. 


ovement in basic home VCR picture 
: was scheduled for demonstration on eve 
§ in Las Vegas, and Beta group announced recorders 


As forecast here last April, Super Beta system uses high-band i 
together with other techniques to achieve horizontal resolution of over aeiadeetecnivar cs 
with about 250 for conventional VCRs. Picture resolution is claimed to be 20% better than 
conventional Beta models. Beta group insists new system is completely compatible with current 
Reta recorders -- that is, "tapes recorded on Super Beta can be played back on conventional 
Reta recorders, just as previous Beta tapes can be played back on new Super Beta VCRs.” 


Super Beta recording system shifts carrier signal frequency upward by 800 KHz, resulting 
in wider luminance (brightness) bandwidth, permitting recording of sharper picture with more 
detail. In addition, video noise reduction and emphasis circuitry is added for edge sharpening 
and erispening -- understood to be version of sophisticated broadeast VTR processing circuit 


licensed from Yves Faroudja Inc. 


Super Beta seems to walk compatibility tightrope. Video carrier signal frequency is moved 
to 4.4-5.6 MHz from 3.6-4.8 MHz, which Sony admits is maximum shift that can be made 
without jeopardizing compatibility. Playing tape recorded in Super Beta format on conventional 
Beta recorder could result in some deterioration, video engineers believe. Super Beta VCR has 


hi-fi stereo sound, 2 recording speeds (BII and BIII). 


: nah : Super 
Even before demonstration, VHS group members were raising question of whether 

Beta was truly compatible with existing Beta system. One VHS marketer told us Super a om 
‘long way off," largely because of efforts to solve compatibility problem, and accuse a 


sroup of causing new confusion. 


Whether Sony will propose that duplicators use Super Beta format for prerecorded material 


~- and whether it's willing to help seed new slave units as it did in Beta Hi-Fi -- wasn't clear at 
Press time. No prices were announced for Super Beta products. 


nstrates Sony's determination to continue to fight 


introducti t CES demo de 
a EUCTION OF Super Dela 2) v— a ' 
or Beta flee ConbaE VHS vith "something better." Official Beta Group news release now 
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‘2, The half-million falloff in b&w sal 
/ ‘0 pee as 13" begins to occupy same commo dity, 
jpore” 


be ; 
Status as b&w. ctly reflected in color sales 


can't accept industry's foree t of 
VCR: Wer be at least 50% Fr neg inillion 
¢g gains Wi . 6 more, for m Sales for 1985. If V 
ts Orceptance at high end, and low pole Ore than 1] : roa CR continues to 


1 
ae 
pcre Koreans and Taiwanese will enter this m 
ond. ihe ast year we forecast that by Dec. "f1o arket, and yes, prices will continue to fall 


ls or pri , 

ail 085. And perhaps 70 brands of VC Bid ak ee will be below $299." Make that $199 
by 

color cameras: You'l 


§ unit sales up to quarter-million mark -- 
- units with 35-40" 
sc 

oe a last week (TVD Nov 26 p9), same glass is 


jou 
next one. 


fh sssembly in foreign-owned plants here, and produce banner sales year for U.S. picture tube 


Computers & games: This will be a year of rebirth for home computer business, with 
Commodore, and Atari if it decides to stay the course, making headway at low end, Apple and 


IBM becoming firmly established as suppliers to upscale buyers. You can expect IBM to 
re-re-target its PCjr and again put emphasis on sales to consumers. Hardware pricing will 
stabilize by midyear, but software shakeout will continue to rage. Return to market sanity will 
serve as springboard for launch of Japan's MSX system here in limited way by year's end. 


Audio: Digital audio CD player boom will literally explode in 1985, bringing back fond 
memories of days of compact stereos. Slippage in leader pricing to well under $200 will create 
mass market. Rack systems will provide some growth for hi-fi makers, while in portable audio, 
steadily declining prices will chew into profitability. This could be rough year for autosound 
marketers, as Detroit automakers beef up quality and variety of stereo systems offered as 
original equipment on new cars. 


_ Video software: Like VCR manufacturers, major software suppliers and duplicators are 
ng overly cautious about 1985. Estimates top out at 37 million recorded cassettes, = 
ahead of 1984, but we think year-end total is more likely to hit 45 million. ih rak Veo oe 
industry track record lately -- predictions last year were 10 million under ac x ee é; 

° million, Big thrust in 1985 will come in under-$30 music and children's titles and _ udge 
Public domain titles selling in $10-$20 range; many of latter could be borderline quality as 


ng P a ee for price advantage. ¢ 
cht eee, except for special promotions. — e 
high-ticket items, wile oftame not are shipped in range of 100,000 


re Ge Me 


Look just a little closer at some specific areas: 


Don’ ch change in prices of major movies, still 
Heh eg Rental business is now big enough to suppert 
150,000 units. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
urns to GE 


; i _Mura pres-> rett 
William Smith, my Busin ea Operation as mer. of 


Consumer Electronics 
business development, in Portsmouth... 
at Portavideo 


exec. VP- Ward pres to joi 
Montgomery mn.-CEO of ts MOTO of 
= . . ed ce Rs 
chain.. Edelstein nam ceeding John Burden, 


ee us, succee 
Abrshas fe f parent Federated Dept- 


Martin Gerber, ex-Quasar Microsystems, cur 
and Sharp, joins Grundig autosound distributor 
Electronic aS VP; obert Wor ore fase 

i i uct develop ... Pa 1 
alles, a a one-time Maxell & Konica, 1S 
now consulting sales and services dir., Net Space, 
Englewood, N.J.-based affiliation of commercial 
warehouse and transportation operations. 


Jonathan Dolgen, who resigned l 
pres. of Columbia Pictures 


15, of Paycable and Home 
20th Century Fox as senior exec. VP with 


bility for telecommunications, , 
ies... Gordon Bossin promoted 


at Vestron Video to sales and mktg. vp of its new 
alternate title marketing operation Lightning Video... 
Michael Bowerman named mgr. and John Turner asst. 
mgr. of Source Video branch in Anchorage... Phillip 
Hermann promoted to _treas., Walt Disney 
Telecommunications and Disney Channel... William 
Edwards appointed new business development vp, B. 
Dalton Bookseller, new post that includes 


videocassette sales. 


Joseph Gorman advanced at TRW to pres.-COO, 
succeeding Stanley Pace, now vice chmn... Juergen 
Strube advanced at BASF (Germany) to exec. dir., 
and will become head of North American operations 
Aug. 1, succeeding Detlef Dibbern, who then becomes 
corp. human resources dir. with responsibility for 
plants in Germany and Belgium... Donald Brooks 

advanced at Fairchild Camera & Instrument from 
North American Semiconductor Group vp to pres., 
succeeding Thomas Roberts, on leave of absence to 
pursue personal interests... Liston Rice promoted at 
one Instruments to corp. communications vp, new 
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and legal dept. activit 
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N ickelodeon tore chen ee ene ii 

videocassettes, have option of taking them home or 
pave ies ae viewing room. Aveco 

res. aid company isn’ 

with public performance Weed Won ie 
against Maxwell's Video Showcase, which has oe 
Ee similar operation (TVD Dec. 10 p16). a 
are aie a maintains, is Aveco broader operating 
patie A axwell's customers have to watch on 
pane co offers straight rental option, even 

oom renters to bring in tapes from outside 
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_ Video software notes: Vestron Video saig; Watches 12 
shipped more than 120,000 copies of Do They Ki, 
It's Christmas? at $9.95, with bulk of proceeds 5 CABLEVIS 
to Ethiopian Relief Fund (TVD Dee 10 pl) fire ner Se 
being aided by MTV, which is donating nearly \ equity. @ 
$100,000 in ad time. Tape apparently is havingsm 
retail impact... Paramount is putting another spins sae > 
pricing. It's releasing Star Trek 3: The Sea aa 
Spock in Feb. at $30 for tape, $25 for dise. tds NETWOR 
will offer first 10 episodes of Star Trek TV seat to ABC's 
$15 each, start releasing other episodes on regilt 
basis... MGM/UA Home Video is using digital 
enhancement technique developed by Marshal LEGSL 
efforts 


Electronics to upgrade mono sound track of Gott 


With The Wind for cassette release. MGM has ov 

trademarked approach called Videophonic toc’ agreed 
enhanced audio to stereo for playback ster such as 
MGM expects to ship at least 220,000 copies remair 


in March, worth about $12 million at 
million at retail... RCA/Columbia Pictures Hom Pp 
Vides ae martin Musievision idee 

e in Feb. Opening ca wi 
at $15-$30... CBS Records has started dist Noone 
full CBS/Fox Video software line to US 
dealers... National Video planned to anon 
acquire affiliates of rival video software we 
franchisor and separate agreement °° cun ee 
and overseas, at WCES news conferenc? = 
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SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’s NEWS 


jcast - Cable Consumer Electronics 
=< FOR BEER AND WINE ADS: INTV told 1984 SALES: 16,277.800 3 
Pde tot > 16,277, color sets, 7,615,800 VCRs. 
gaD i] approve ban if issue goes to floor Good Yule sales bring Dee. surge. (P. 10) 


Cay will stay, 3 commissioners say. (P. 1) 
v 


; CES OVERCOMES lack of exci 
COMPLAINT DENIED by FCC, which record attendance, full ibe 


es pasis for action against ABC. (P. 3) 
fi 


; SONY'S 2 FACES: 8mm is launched with fanfare in 
ORITY OWNERSHIP AID rejected by FCC, Japan as Super Beta is stressed in U.S. (P. 11) 


11 cludes licenses can't be mortgaged. (P. 4) 
JAPAN'S VCR EXPORTS to U.S. doubled to 1.34 


which 
D MULLS 3 BIDS: Viacom reportedly is million in Nov. Color, b hi oP. 12 
1501 Oe pany talking about acquiring ailing DBS or, b&w shipments rose. ( ) 


new Pe. 4) U.S. GOVT. BACKS JAPAN in asking Supreme Court 
firm. to review and overturn Appeals Court's 
TO BE 'DAN RATHER'S BOSS'? Senator reinstatement of Zenith-NUE antitrust suit. (P. 12) 


. conservatives to buy CBS stock. (P. 5) 


JAPANESE KEEPING BUSY filling influx of orders 
6 MILLION HOMES WATCH C-SPAN, with 20.5 for TV and VCR plants for China. (P. 13) 

z jon Viewers monthly, study says. Average viewer 
yatches 12 hours & month. (P. 6) 


LEVISION LOSES FRAN CHISE in Sacramento to 
ow ioe tiawat as it fails to raise its half of | CES HIGHLIGHTS: Survival in era of profitless 


tw (P. 6) prosperity is theme of talks, interviews. (P. 14) 
eal ATARI, COMMODORE and computer wars. (P. 15) 


NVENTION OPENS with 4,100 attending. LEADING-EDGE video products. (P. 17) EIA 
e. atest picasso issues. (P. 8) PREDICTS audio, phones, computers. (P. 17) 


NETWORK RATINGS RACE STILL CLOSE, according 
to ABC's Erlicht. (P. 8) 


HITACHI FORMS own finance company for inventory 
financing, adds Industrial Div. (P. 13) 


COLOR TV TUBE IMPORTS up in first 9 months, 
Commerce figures indicate. (P. 18) 


F BAN ON BEER AND WINE ADS: Broadcasters are way behind in 
ce. anaes Bee wine ads on TV and radio, according to panel of ee a a 
week's INTV convention in L.A. And 2 of them -- Reps. Swift (D-Wash.) net an mae rohit 
wreed that if issue ever gets to floor of House and Senate, both seas eda al 
such ads. At another INTV panel, 3 FCC commissioners predlolee ‘ i pa pena ete. 
remain on books for foreseeable future and is likely to encompass multic 


i i downhill 
you're not going to be able to stop it,” according to Rep. .¢ Lo nance areas 


act quickly... You're already well behind." He — a Drivers already has 
Constituency" that broadcasters don't have. Mothers illion signatures, he said. 


Prepared petitions to present to Congress with more them one m 


ut written permission, is a violation of Federal statute 
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- dao sales to dealers 


5,800 VCR: Color TV and VCR sales end 
Tat CES last week. Official EIA e bithy 


16,277,800 COLOR, 7,61 
_ SALES estimates, including thosé BIA used Se 16,277,800 di 
ted to show dealers bought *0,°°"> direct-view cgi St petails 
. ty = and news con 


ost 
be rel ased this week, are © 
. d 7,615,800 VCRs, up 86.1%. 


15% increase over 1983, an 
e of sales in Dec. produced ig numbers, and month was best in history f 
Dec. was first month ever to show sales in excess of 1.8 ilo te | 9 FAC 
actually. In smashing windup ty - 4 
P ynceme! 


and VCR. In color, 
VCR, it was first to top million -- 
t 195,200 (up 108%), were best of any week to date 
. Complete, 


inal week's VCR sales, a 
trary to historical patterns, indicating large post-Christmas 0 


4 s 
anno" 
srality.” 2) 


“WINTER CES--NO STARS, BUT A HIT: At first Winte 
! : lan 1 inter i 
much going for it. Industry leaders were offering up 8 eee CES don't SEEM to ha E vie \ 
warning that getting profits would be tougher than ever. No really new tae ws gro a ’ Sed new 
ithout large contingent of Wieseant jses there f 
a and , are 


2 on of dollars in new sales. W 
deocassette software exhibi t of show biz hoopla was absent. Att as 
| year. ny 


é ts, excitemen 
nontrad : . ? 
le media was lightest in years. And who said it never rains in Las Vegas? 
In face of all that, show dre = Sai a aaaand 
eclipsing all-ti w drew 101,665 attendees, be ting | 
pleased with omits por haga of 98,271 set last set Eee 1984 WCES by 10,420, eva 
dealers were rebuilding C Saat business atmosphere ms Exhibitors actually wise 
less interested in price than mas-depleted inventories with , and mainstream Companies stil 
ae a vengeance and were significat | with 250,0 
Show . abode: ates er ) 
es es oe With such majors as GE, Hitachi tp pts se . a 0 
theater with its associ as large as those that pack s on Convention Center flo. aewoo, Goll) 
iated kiosks. packed Fisher-Sanyo isghays o_o though they} 
B | Spe ae al elaborate So!) this ma, 
emply-hantel Bosee looking for down-&-dirt nS ee eed ; : S Month 
’ sad rese > -~freA} . og Paes ve 7 is 4 wl ' 
won't sell them.” ntative at Gold Star told dae pricing ‘Fon 


Its off-floo * apan's F ; 
Desert ‘Inn. v 
> 


ater ~~ s "plenty of pressure 
: inson see : ure on the 
ae keep [VC R] prices up -- it would be a 


na 
: tinuing to explore "niche" business 

GE is «Robinson. One of them is 8mm -- a 
goon keup has been good and now we're checking 
"dea rou h. Our decision last year was not to buy 
on SC __ it's not a home-run business, but a small 
pay ~ gsly overblown by the press." Deal under 
thing Berkey Photo handles GE sales to camera 
ae ig "working out well -- we're happy with it.” 


-.con's views on other subjects: Super VC 
cen get up to 400 lines and maintain 
a pility, but there are other measures of 

u 
ot have features that clearly justify the price 
c. _.. Studies show noninterlace [picture] is 
Pr erated.” Camcorders -- "won't replace the 
0 able... It will reawaken interest in moviemaking 
me start driving the 2-piece units as well." Stereo 
rv sound —- "Picking up momentum, but still chicken 
and e88: I'm not sure 1985 is the turnaround year; 
too many people still don't know about it. By the 
year’s end, stereo might be running 10%" of color TV 

Teletext -- "It's on the shelf now. We'll come 
pack and look at that in 3 years." Computers -- "We 
have no plan to go into computers. We're in 

i in a limited way; we'll only go into areas 
where we have strengths." Videocassette players -- 

” ‘curently a rental contract-type business." 
* * * * 


"| don't think the end of our industry is near at 
al,” said Group Vp Jack Sauter at RCA press dinner 
during show. He said better understanding of 
industry is required, and key elements are 

technology, competition and situation at retail. 


Technology's advance in last 2-3 years "has been 
werwhelming and difficult to manage." Important 
@estion is how to get consumer to pay for it -- 
industry can't just charge for the extras "because the 

ers are stuck on price points." Later, at video 
_*‘Smunar, Sauter cited "history of being wed to magic 
Prive points," added: "We'll have to break away and 
‘olvince consumers new products are worth more." 


” offshore competition: "We can't stop it... 
in poontry is not in favor of restrictions on 
iz Ports.” Importers aren't really doing that well, 
overes Ho according to Sauter, they've 
The eee market and have large inventories. 
| thy th ound that sharp pricing didn't sell the numbers 
tind th ought it would... They will have to change or 
€y might not be able to survive." 


Fe ey tailing: "The industry was not totally — 
Chaing for the changes" that occurred. "Major 
National Super retailers don't want to be part of 
fing 


wa Sales pr ograms," and manufacturers must 
¥8 to deal both with them and smaller dealers. 


F , 
recasting 16 million color sales for 1985, 


Korea problem for Japan if that industry falls over." 
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Sauter thi : 

Cause erie quarter will appear to be slow 
Period, but "< umbers chalked up in same 1984 
showing iy Rage cert Purchase rate is very high and 
don't know nae minishing." As for VCR, "I 


nh 


, he said: "If the Ja 
id: panese push 
CR sales on price they may not be srw 


* * * * 
viaccess health of industry also dominated CES 
tha aaa NAP Consumer Electronics Vp Gary 
aniline Color TV prices have slipped 5-6% 
Entrak re last 5 years, but he saw 1985 as 
that und” year when prices will hold. He forecast 
ajor changes in distribution were imminent. 


Zenith Sales Co. Mktg. V B 
i ; : : ruce Hu 
better relation between eeiia price" ahh 
for cae on stepup product. Although he said 
a ustry has more color TV production facilities than 
it needs, in discussion about VCR capacity he 
a hy eae million capacity may not be so 
cause sales could i 
PSS Sagres a go much higher than many 


Toshiba National TV-Video Mktg. Mgr. Ja: 
Yancy joined call for "more creative selling." saline 
industry to stop trying to "merchandise hi-tech 
product like leaders." He conceded Japanese 
manufacturers have been force-feeding U.S. VCR 
market. "The manufacturers are concerned about 
this" and plan to curtail exports, he indicated. "Now, 
with Korea and Taiwan coming in we are particularly 
concerned" -- forecast of product glut and price 
collapse "could be a self-fulfilling prophesy." 


WCES COMPUTER SCENE: Though video games 
were essentially dead issue, and demise of Coleco's 
Adam cast pall over home computers, Atari and 
Commodore pulled out all stops at WCES in Las 
Vegas to demonstrate continuing commitment to 
industry and its long-term future. 


Power Without The Price was Atari's theme as it 
took wraps off new family of XE computers, 
including trio compatible with current 800 models, 
priced at $120 for 65K memory, $140 for 131K. 
Promised for later delivery was 65K portable with 
built-in 5" monitor and 3.5" disc drive. Long-awaited 
pair with 16/32-bit MPUs offer Apple-like windowing 
capability and designated as ST series will go for 
about $300 for 131K version, $600 for 524K. Along 
with that, company unveiled new 3.5" and 5.25" dise 
drives, color monitors, printers and modem. Atari 
said complete 131K ST system, with monitor and 
drive, would sell for less than $800. 


Commodore's spotlight was on dual-mode 128 
model, switchable to handle either model 64 or 
standard CP/M software. It comes with 128K 
memory, expandable to 512K, will sell for about 
$250, go for about $750 when packaged with monitor 
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i New 32K lap computer pies 26 | 

and drive. New 327 -1y and built-in $0 ted 16/32 bit 

Sabre ail for about Sok”: H ee - 

mene wasn't show publicly, is 

unveiled in 2nd quarter. one es 

heir hardware marketing 


companies 
Both P vat announce d 


ded outside supp? , 
efforts. At party for m 
whole new appro 
communication fo 

any, win = 
pias to level needed to back up 
sales, and opening of strong fautt ed se 
Srd-party software and periphe oe ioe 
new computers, Commodore will a adie 
broader distribution, is looking to o 
dealer base to 23,000 this year, company 


With 


Atari Chmn. Jack Tramiel, addressing Sn y 
Publishers Assn., said Atari needs aid of 3rd-P y 


i with 
software producers and will support them — 


s inancial help, any kind of help 
technical help, f rtp to ship 5 million computers 


need. He said Atari pl L t 
in 1985. Atari also announced ic would be marketing 


ware and peripherals for other computer 5 
ear In aidition, Tramiel told local news media 
he was looking at sites in Reno area for computer 
plant that would represent multimillion-dollar 
investment and create hundreds of jobs. 


Commodore was making no secret about end of 
- Its trade ads announced 128 
model with headline "Bad News For IBM and Apple." 
Atari ad, featuring favorable quotes on company 
prospects following its acquisition by Tramiel, 
ineluded one saying "Mass merchants definitely want 
an alternative to Commodore," attributed to Clive 
Smith, who last month left Yankee Group to join 
Commodore as planning and development vp. 


Truth of Coleco's insistence its pre-WCES 

decision to drop Adam was made at last minute was 

verified by its sizable, though essentially deserted, 

computer exhibit at show. Also, company had 

full-page ads in dailies distributed at show headed 

"Adam Means Business," promising bigger things to 

. come, and had half-dozen new software titles on 

4 display. In back room, Coleco was showing prototype 

of more advanced, Apple-compatible computer it has 
under development, told some visitors it already had 
lined up name brand marketer for system in U.S. and 
was looking for licensee to handle production and 
overseas sales. Unheralded casualty of Coleco's 
pullout was its joint venture with AT&T to develop 
phone-fed computer software delivery system. 


MSX group was on hand with pr i 
: N product 
ae ia ak made by ances of ee 
and Dutch Philips -- Korea's Gol 
Daewoo had MSX computers in their own ae ae 


but attracted little interest. as i 
. st irm deli 
promises were being made. » #8 no Diem Gehyery Gate 


On software front, pricing continued to drop in 


area, CBS making its 2nd , 4, 
presen nths, and Spinnaker reduci a. “s 8 ‘ ov 25 NO 
Fisher-Price lines. Foot traffie was relat on in = EO 
in West Hall, where nongame software make lg, . NEW : revie 
well as many peripheral producers, Were Peat 9 were Pr ere 
most those who made trek were buyers $0 ed, them een wi 


ints. Wars owner Lucace: 

complaints. Star UCasf # 

ea software development deal with At Whig chow P 
' . 


“+ohed sides, will supply programs fop .’ _sized 
ne Most talked-about WCES party was’ in pk 31 p?)s 
mock-murder af fair held at private home jet on = g00-S1.' 
Guests figuring out who done it, and why owt a asar and 
prizes. . PER ja : ; a 

u 

Computer seminar shed no light at p. it wa 
industry will reverse its sagging fortunes. Me how +160 o- 
set by Radio Shack U.S. Operations Pres, Ben peta eee 
Appel. Following upbeat keynote Presentatin® n> i 
Atari Pres. Sam Tramiel, Appel scoffed a, ""'y aaa 
EIA-compiled industry Consensus estimates , . - 
sales. "I don't know how you could have sold 1 19g exeP ic 
sore computers at 10% higher prices,” he saij’™ at 
pointing to mass liquidations at deeply de nny des 
by Atari and his own company. Adopt, 12), due 

icture, a 

Panel was badly put together. Appel was tpemem b 
computer maker on it, and Radio Shack deem Mitsubist 
to outside retailers -- and none of the 3 SOftware pictures ' 
members was in mainstream action game area, We 
panel discussion bogged down over question of Firs 
whether hardware or software makers have Mitsubis! 
responsibility to provide financing to support "mm took cou 
extensive consumer education effort still needed tj in compe 
develop mass buying interest, Appel said "the standpo! 
industry has to be healthy before you can do thes =o 
things." Of 8 A Fe held computer companies, x ee 
said, "one is profitable, 2 are marginal and 5 are} P 
the red." ‘ — 

IBM and Apple, because of their position as ova 
targets for Atari and Commodore, were dominati sereen | 
computer presences at show, but neither exhibited- be sold 
though they're strongly picking up consumer market distribu 
sales. Meanwhile, 2 former hardware majors are market 


preparing for comeback. Osborne, which started 
personal computer business and is under new Rs 


management, said it will emerge from bankruptcy and aux 
this week. Franklin Computer says it has submitit! for tra 
reorganization plan to Bankruptcy Court under wii? electri 


stock interest, to settle its $13 million debt. Plas 


it would give creditors 15-24% in cash, plus 16% = Markey 
basie | 
has support of creditors’ committee. o 


a Lake ( 
3M is No. 1 in blank videocassette sales, Iter 
company claimed at meeting with media last w°* Video 


Las Vegas, where it also announced it had 9e¥ Signal 
small-particle coating formulation in develow™™ 


and would be introducing it-on high- Perfor yg | 


: Leading-edge vid 

o AT CES gi €0 products 

W vigor wed at CES under many brand names, but 
yery few surprises —- all major new items 


_ ree idely expected or shown earlier elsewhere, 
d 


ked U.S. debut of camcorder taki 
show ons cassette, made by Matsushita (TVD 
f yl-sizer, to be available this spring at 
pee 31 s 300 list from GE, Magnavox, Panasonic, 
+ others. Unit is slightly heavier than 
version we described 2 weeks ago, weighs 


jap without battery or cassette, just over 7 Jb. 


ords at SP speed, for 2 hours 40 min. on 
nee tte. As reported elsewhere in this issue 
yp introduced 3rd version of Betamovie, this 
ehCCD pickup and autofocus, at about $1,600, 
ge w 


pigital TV was still in future for all exhibitors 
t Toshiba, which is delivering its 20" model. 
exceP nie and Quasar showed 20" sets with 
psnse-in-picture, due for marketing here in spring. 
pict jemonstrated 2 digital component Systems (13" 
">" with noninterlace scanning (TVD Oct 22 
ae later this year, providing impressively sharp 
pe gre, along with 25" set that automatically 
se embers" events such as birthdays, ete. 
te seabishi showed set that displays 9 slow-sean 


pictures to let viewer choose which to view. 


First 35" color tube was demonstrated by 
yitsubishi alongside its 36" projection set -- which 
courage, because one of them was sure to suffer 
<' in comparison (it was the projector, from our 
sandpoint). Picture was excellent in set due for 
marketing this year at $3,000-$3,500 (TVD Nov 26 
), Other manufacturers are expected to adopt 
smilar giant tubes now that glass is available from 


Asahi. 


In hotel suite, Zenith demonstrated commercial 
projection monitor designed to throw 8-ft. picture on 
sereen or white wall. To list at $1,895-$1,995, it will 
te sold in consumer market through Zenith 
tistributors and through special distribution for other 
markets (TVD Dee 31 p12). 


Rabbit, carrier current system that takes video 
tnd audio outputs from VCR, converts them to FM 
for transmission to TVs throughout house via 
“nies wiring was undisputed gadget hit of show. 
pete by Envision Systems, Santa Monica, Cal., 
elf Rabbit package of transmitter and receiver will 
Was Vi $100, extra receivers $40 each. Also on view 
deocaster, $120 home TV transmitter from Salt 
a ity accessories marketer Quantec 
iden eonal. It connects to RF output of VCR, 
cae Player, computer, videogame, ete., boosts 
Wa im can be received on any TV up to 40 feet. 
Y. Reception is best on TVs equipped with rabbit 
ennas, QI Says. 
——+i}—_—_——_ 


Thorn EMI sai j 
9 Said operating earnings from 
fs ge electronics aie ah pata fell 23% to 
iateg ‘ ‘n in fiscal first half to Sept. 30. Consol- 
“t, at $29.4 million, also was down 23%. 
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0 industry consens i 
us compiled b 
ased at Winter Consumer Eistivenies 


Sales im 

‘Mprovement 

average prices of most 
li 


have been $4] ; 


year from 6 million to 3 million and 
$60 million from $90 

ce is seen rising to $20 from 
ales of lower cost dises for 


D system are e 
account for much smaller ae of ees = 


Here's EIA-devel ] 
products: veloped 1985 outlook for nonvideo 


Units Avg. Price® 


$ Value 
1984 1985 1984 1985 1984 1995 

Audio systems 1.10 1.30 460 525 418 404 
Components... == -- 1,200 1,200 — = 
Compacts..... 2.50 2.40 410 385 164 160 
CD players... 023 40 70 105 310 265 
Home radios.. 40.00 40.00 570 570 14 14 
Port. redrs.. 10.50 9.50 300 280 29 29 
Radio-recdrs. 16.60 18.90 870 925 52 49 
Headset audio 19.00 20.00 515 520 27 26 
Autosound.... -=- - 2,500 2,600 — — 
Audio cass...260.00 280.00 280 300 — — 
Computers.... 5.10 6.00 2,250 3,000 440 500 
C'ptr. s'ware 58.30 75.00 930 1,200 16 16 
V'igames.esee. 3.00 2.00 165 85 55 43 
Game carts... 54.50 40.00 765 520 14 13 
Total phones. 30.30 34.20 e25050 1,370 4\ 40 

corded.... 24.00 28.00 790 925 33 33 

cordless... 6.30 6.20 460 445 73 72 
AnswererSe.e.e 3200 4.00 230 305 77 76 


*Units & value In millions, value and pricing at 


factory level. 
—_——_ye——_ 


Videodisc-computer system for business training, 
information delivery and point of purchase is being 
offered by NCR Corp., uses touch screen, combines 
moving and freeze-frame video with text, graphics 
and voice. "NCR InteracTV" combines Pioneer LV 
player, special personal computer, audio module and 
pair of speakers at $8,730, will be marketed through b 
direct sales force and through "value-added resellers. 


ith VCR sales in 3rd and 4th quarters last 
year ca exceeded totals for any full year, company 
says in preliminary prospectus for $75 million 
offering of 10-year 12.125% notes. Zenith said it 


would use sale proceeds to reduce its $80 million 
short-term debt. 


——————SS'' 


s of TV-Electronics Companies 


Financial Report Dash 
, st week. 

eports as onisined during P? ressed 
Tan sa apie at press time. Amounts exP 


3,789,000 
2,726,000 


1,695,000 
10,961,000 


GuyUA Entertainaen’ 
1g84-qtr. to OV. 2, 
1983-qtr. to NOV. 


oee-atr- ng 4 
| 1983-qtr. to Nov. 


jun wome Entertainment 


ovielad 

906-9 mo. to Sept. 29 
1983-9 mo. to Oct. | 
19g4-qtr. to Sept. 29 
1983-qtr. to Oct. | 


(30,247 ,000) 


rs Cablesystems” 
3! (15,066,000) 


1984-year to Aug. 
1983-year to Aug. 31 


294,779,000 
250,561,000 


CA Cable TV 

1984-year to Oct. 31 ye 
1983-year to Oct. z= a eens 000 
1984-gtr. to Oct. 1 $22,000 


1983-qtr. to Oct. 31 


82,098,000 
67,039,000 
42,349,000 
34,524,000 


2,518,000 


"adjusted. “In Canadian dollars. ‘After special 


“Restated. 


Notes: 
charge. 


Consumer Electronics Personals 


Ronald Stoltenberg, ex-Sylvania vp-brand megr., 
joins Sharp Consumer Electronics as video gen. mgr... 
William Ulewicz advanced at Magnavox from 
Northeast Div. gen. mgr. to video sales vp... Allan 
Riggs appointed Curtis Mathes field operations vp, 
new post... Robert Mainiero promoted at Kloss Video 
from regional sales mgr. to asst. national sales mgr.; 
Earl Evans named national training dir... Henry 
Werch advanced at JVC from Hi-Fi Div. midwest 
sales mgr. to midwest branch mgr... Russ Walker 
promoted at Sony Video Communications from L.A. 
district mgr. to west coast region mgr.; Jason 
Farrow advanced at Sony Communications Products 
to ad and communications dir... Steven Peterson 
promoted at Montgomery Ward to catalog 
merchandising vp. 


_ Hiroshi Sawano, exec. dir.. TDK M i 
Div., to become pres. of TDK's U.S. pbeidies ‘i 
oy agen Rocky Kawakami, returning to parent in 

apan... Richard Buckley promoted at P 


from national sales mgr. to operations and mktg. vp 


Jerome Ruzicka resi as om 
effective Jan. 30... David Punch ee bere 


»., With technical 


vp, inducted into NEA's Elen yma EIA senior 


Fame, 


ectronics Industry Hall of 


Type ‘hits % chg. $Value % 
Color, meats hae 
12" & under 40,201 +48.3 2,187,129 
ra" che che. of eeeitane 94,940 -24.2 000 ,840 


YANUARy 
ORTS UP: Total U.S. Picture 


TUBE e in first 9 months of Uthe ; Ming 

oR 2 

. d with set Kits S for proc, “lop Of 

eras figures show. “IECtigg yes Ei CA 
importa of standard tubes 28 indivigg, 

components slipped 1.2% to 711,200 ZA 


> aS 13 89 
to 557,000 was offset by 33,39, 2°8% 
i 153,700. However, tube-ine|, 7o dec, “ie CA 


9 . USive i to, 
y kits gained 33.5%, putting oven.) ; 
1.03 million, up 22.2%, and a cit 


total at as 19.3 tandar 

tal at 1.19 million, up 10.3%. Addition tithe NU 
projection tubes puts overall imports at We , JA 
98% inerease- Mil; 

Color tube imports seem to be making |; roo! 
headway in U.S. market. Overall color tug ttt ged 
including those entering with set kits, wene tm = -N AB 
only about 8.1% of U.S. color set factory qual (, ads PS 
consumption in first 9 months, down from agi incom 
same 1983 period. Even that gives overblown.” pig 
import penetration, as many imported tubes nee ‘ - 
believed, were destined for data display Pathe hy a 
consumer Use. — Feet 

In addition, largest shipment incre wit 
specialty sizes, 12"-&-under and 14-17" not" M +S 

e i IR 
considered mainstream products by U.S. Dan! 


assumption supported by boost to $69.90 from gay 


—> 

Overall value of tube imports in period, . 
excluding those shipped with kits, rose 37.5% tos; 
million, with most of gain coming from projection _ 
tubes. Value of standard tubes was up 10.4% tog; &*® 
million, with color up 16.4% to $32.7 million, baw 9° 
down 30.5% to $2.87 million. | 


Here's rundown on tube imports by screen size 
U.S. 1984 9-MONTH PICTURE TUBE IMPORI 
Total TV © 


2 
; 4 
14-15"..... 110,382 +104.1 5,285,588 
16-17"..... 19,896 +234.7 1,155,405 ** 
18-19"..... 157,795 = 1.3 10,637,790 *, 
20" & over. 134,302 +14.2 9,388,980 “ 
W/TV kits.. 479,070 +33.5. n.d. 


Monochrome . 4 
12-16"... 63,363 4100.4 1,003.23! “5 
Other.... peti ae Ww 


90,34) -54.5 1,870. 
For projection TV. - thied “ ye 


~ ts Fikes 


9 


. Se >. 
255,732 4407.6 12,116,208 


“ 


| 
Vy 


On Tybe, i} 
S « 


“idual 
39; 3.8 te 

‘ ° ri. 
Bive <* ling © 
eral) Ports? 

dary 2lor . or 
lon Ne) tub “Ube 
t 1.gs 

45 Villio, 
King }; de ae 
“Eng little pore eTINGS ARE SERENE: Beer and wine 
vere ieee 4p CALM ior issue. Budget of $11.3 million 
ry - qual te’ - by * 10.6 million in expenses approved. Ford is 
blows in a hit e-2 
. Vie CTS RECORD 6,882 in San 

ubes 7° TTRA 

rather : of sath “4 TV networks have smooth meetings with 

”, abe 
han fm jateS (P. 3) 
Ra «cy AND VALENTI SPAR over copyright at 
man ame in oon Ueberroth says superstations hurt 
Producers or all P. 4) 
Pan, possip, "ee wON'T USE EXIT POLLS . 
, SSib} ‘RKS WON T to project 

Pie y piven in any state until polls there close. 

rom $63.09 potco okers to consider uniform poll closing bill to 

Ne yam promises stick. (P. 5) 
B 

od, <t-CARRY CONFUSION CREATED by expansion 
0% to $47.6 Mr jando-Daytona Beach TV market, cable 
re tative charge. Comr. Patrick dissent says 
: % to $35.5 a ' ies lo ic.’ (P. 6) 
ion, b&w . cision ‘def er 


SELLS MSO for about $150 million 


sORMAN LEAR ‘ 
5 [ and key executives of Lear's cable 


+p venture of TC 


‘reen size: ompany. (P. 6) 
pom po) 


peLESrSHON DIGEST 


AT NAB MEETINGS: In_sh 
‘sessions of NAB board in Palm Springs went very 


rvice campaign agains 


NAB Pres. Edward Fritts 


Sales exceeded total of 3 preceding 
sold. (Pp. 9 & 13) 


CELLULA 
inventories, ITC report ay a i paniiete ae 
ed ows. It 
3,000 in first 9 months of i964 ep aes supply at 


2-C 
HANNEL TV OPPOSED by EIA CEG in unanimous 


decision. Pro 
. 18) ee = = 
meets with FOC. (P. 1) os malority. CEG 


ARC 

age aes VIDEOGAME MAKERS SUFFERING from 

ae g market slump. Williams posts loss, Ball 
es write-off, Centuri quits. (P. 12) ‘Je 


pale UP for 1984. VCRs paced Matsushita 
hs. Emerson rides electronics. Certron has 
deficit for year. (P. 13) 


ee 2 ee Eg AT CES —- first TV lines by KTV, 
oyd's. Two new brands debut, KTV and Lloyd's. 
Other brands feature drop-ins. (P. 14) 


OcT. COLOR IMPORTS EDGED UP only slightly as 
decline in shipments from Korea and Singapore 
balanced gains by other source countries. (P. 1d) 


SHUGART AND MEMOREX are latest U.S. firms to 
drop out of computer dise drive market. (P. 15) 


contrast to rough 


o ward off threatened 


bers of Congress who were in 
before start of NAB board meetings. 
rs of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
t alcohol abuse. 


(and, in some cases, NAB 


pitched broadcast position on beer and 


E IMPORTS suv ON 'SCARE ANNOUNCEMENTS! lifted by FCC, 
shich also launches rulemaking to scrap network 
ipping, other broadcast business rules. (P. 7) 
lue % 
SER AND WINE ADS MAJOR ISSUE 
neetings last year in Maui, last week's 
129 +25.5 moothly. Most of time, by far, was taken up in discussing strategies t 
840 -28.4 congressional ban on beer and wine ads on TV-radio. 
588 +99-8 
405 +66.2 NAB took to golf course to defend beer and wine ads to mem 
1 90Res = town playing in Bob Hope tournament, which began day 
980 +26-5 | nd NAB Senior Vp Shaun Sheehan met in Dallas with leade 
(MADD) to propose joint NAB-MADD public se 
Among members of Congress to whom 
312e ty Exec, Vp John Summers and individual board members) 
1] f 
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dissenting pinion, Vice 
nt 8) 5 
ano market factors rathe 
optimistic estimates ° 


. Co. (S 
pale scent 2 Japan. SMC formerly held post 


ition i i Sanyo 
bo but position is now occupied by 
sna atd lly owned U.S. subsidiary of Seay? 
SMC spokesman told us ruling created so muc 
controversy” company decided to” defer to the ‘ud 
judgment of the [CEG] membership and ultimately le 


the FCC decide” fate of proposal. 


Last summer, CEG discussed situation, decided 
not to take stand because it probably had members on 
» both sides of issue (TVD July 23 p13). When it finally 
id decide to seek reconsideration, it was too late to 
i ing, and CEG representatives were 
limited to direct contact with FCC merely to express 
' Opposition. In proceeding, FCC was urged to 
reconsider by NAB, Council for UHF Bestg., National 
Black Media Coalition, RCA and Zenith. There were 
no filings in favor of Commission's ruling. 


Commission vote was 3-2 in favor of permitting 
2-channel sets, hitherto banned under all-channel 
rules. FCC ruled that 2-channel set actually wasn't 
receiver but more like monitor with "extra channel 
capability." SMC's original idea in petition 
to FCC was that 2 channels were all that were 


ae in set designed to be used with cable TV or 


Opponents said 2-channel set isn' i 
’ * «* 7 
all, and FCC's decision was faulty, RC ras 
ruling would create "2nd-class view 
bmp ei such a set would be injurious to UHF and 
Power TV stations that weren't carried on cable 


majority -- ma 
c: ; y -- Fowler, Dawson, Patri 


ee 


M estimated retail valu. 


, 3 
videocassettes Sold this year at $799 € of 1/9" 


misstae proach $1 billion in 1989, Firion Said it 
report last week, iiss 


re 


ieb 
n. Susan Lie ick ' 
do g' to lower its price to the leye} iPad \.. 


‘4 
0 
unwi ++ with excess capacity, 

2 e oe oi and sit : Cone 


tity it expec” esma : 
eid Ponti adjust to its overestim 
COIN-OP GAME WOES: Recovery that Nevep 


_ Technology, has been set up to handle that busines > 
; : - oil 


arcade game. 


_ take $2.5 million 


YANUAR, ‘ so 


id she found any inj " 


Ww 
low. Motorola, she saig Fy 


: : its toll on coin-op y; “is. 
. Belatedly, EIA's continues to take 1 ; P Video — ee 
EIA FIGHTS 2-CHANNEL TNE decided to fight : ame makers in form of write-offs, opens Stade ER 
Consumer Bee a wate TV sets (TVD oe . deficits and dropouts. ng ime 6 wis) 
FCC's approval of -~¢ CEG board vote 4a 
pl). At meeting ee eye ask FCC to overturn Williams Electronics reported $14.5 1... so 6 “ee 
reconsider neutral stand 2” 5 met last week with ear to Sept. 30 on 32% sales dro t alion ing povesDer 
“ion CEG representative for y : ; P to $57 * 6 wis.) 
dee officials to voice opposition. million. Company said loss included $4 g milli anaes 
FCC offici ete toni after-tax seit ae eee a inventory ang 
CEG board vote, it ceed tue original petition yg omy $1.1 million reserve for eg WTiteofy 
indication that Sanyo, W' dea of 2-channel sets in 1982 goodwl a ath eiateshte.¥ deoyuaie ‘Nerves month 
asking FCC to approve tor ually, petition was filed  paymen's, os edaiiiie ise mess. oe 
-- has changed its ~_ ree F et controtled by Substantial drop yaity me from Licensing y Febru —— 


rights to home videogame marketers eon: 
cae decline, company said. In poesine 
of change in consumer amusement habits, wi q 
said interest has picked up in its pinball ang 
shuffleboard games. : 


y 
Williams said it was switching much of ; | 
game electronics manufacturing capacity to 
producing other types of circuit boards for oyt<; 
customers. New subsidiary, Williams Innovative 


eeeeee 


Bally said it will take $150 million 4th-quarter 
pretax charge to cover losses from game operations 
consolidation that will include closing of some plants 
and some arcade locations it runs. Company said 
anticipated level of demand for new disc-based _ 
games hasn't materialized. Company didn't renew i 
option to market CED disc-based NFL Football 


___ Centuri said it's quitting coin-op videogame 
field, closing another unrelated business, and will 
panes. on charge against 1984 results. _ 
Company recently alerted holders to move in lettet_ 
saying: "While we have radically altered our appre 
to marketing videogames and severely pared _ 
sockeye the viability of the entire industry s® 

OubE <4 Poe TE es eT 
market here Ce prego eters entue 
backed by Atari founder Nolan Bushnell. Petste** 


MPU-controlled furry cats and dogs that move 


due is A.G, Bear, compute? — 

programmable i ss Af ry 
Toshiba will boost color TV production ®t 
Laie Tea pee we 
demand for weeny hike ta mended te ET 
its FS picture - 
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NEW SETS AT CES: Two brand names "KTV, made 


ebut at CES ms 


: PL. Carlstadt, 
. t 341 Michele eer AC-DC 
KTV Inc., with hq @ ‘ne including 5 
: eed color line a h 
Saar ere ap ith Rey 
tor , stept m 
ing, 105-channe! ™ o capability 
ically tuned 


FM-AM; two 12” AC, one 
AC-DC. There are no suggested list prices. 


Lloyd’ ine starts with 13" mechanical at 
$330 eer at $350, remote versions 
$400 and $430, monitor receiver with 139 channels, 
stereo amplifier, dockable remote $550; 19 
ladder-tuned leader is $500, remote versions $540 
and $580; monitor receiver with stereo amplifier, 
139 channels, dockable remote $670. B&w line has 
two 5” AC-DC sets at $79, AC 12” at $130. Low-end 
VHS VCR with 7-day one-event timer, wired remote 
is $600, 105-channel version with 14 days, 4 events, 
wireless remote is $760. 


K&K Merchandise Group, 10-27 45th Ave., Long 
island City, N.Y. 11101, in prominent booth, was 
aking orders for Supra brand VHS VCRs and 

assette players (VCPs). Spokesman said VCR 
was made in Japan, VCPs in Taiwan, quoted dealer 
prices of $193 for basic VCP, $255 for deluxe version, 
$275 for VCR, quoting Feb.-March deliveries. 


Zenith introduces new version of its 45" rear 

projection set in pecan veneer at $2,745; oak model 

is $2,495. Also new from Zenith is 13" version with 
Hotline” button and connector in front for instant 


switching from VCR or game to antenna: 19" i 
was introduced earlier, 7 iy ale 


dual speakers at $739; two 25" sets with 106 


ls, keypad remote at 3 ; : 
model, $890 for donble-siast 139-0 pea net 


with MTS stereo is $1,030: 
MTS and doors is $3,295, ” 


~~ table models with 
Console with video jacks at § 900 listed, roll-about 


Stereo, cassette deck, turntable with 


YANY Any 


jack for MTS, pull-out storage shelf, at ¢) 19s ™ ov. 25>" 
Magnavox debuts 14-day 2-event ve : | Vv a 
wireless remote and 4-day stepup, bot), ri wit, ar. a 
camera with 2/3" Newvicon, 8 lux, with Mf ever ne n 
character and stopwatch display with ajp, reo eee pore 
ceyboard, 2-speed 8:1 zoom is $1,509, wg sing ient 
pocket 2" and 4" flat-tube b&w sets, decay, Show. Sli 
weeks ago (TVD Jan 7 p14) are made by So bed 2 aj of wht 
3 . ¥ ny. total fron 
Gold Star adds its first 5" color with 4 from JAP’ 
containing audio and video jacks, at gogq. M-py 
mechanical at $260, top end with 139 a}, gr Folle 
remote, keypad tuning at $500; 19" with k is, Oct. Oe 
remote is $430; stepup is $530, monitor rene preakdo = 
version $550; company's first 25" sets a, “ver quantit® 
105-channel console at $650 and 139-, 
model monitor receiver with stereo aMp at §7 le 
both remote. New b&w sets are 5" with AM 00, 
stereo radio at $60, AC 12" at $80 and AC-¢ 
version at $90. bie 
a 
total - 


JVC introduces 13" keypad remote with - 
channels, on-screen display, sleep timer at $499 cot :: 
version has 142 channels, remote that will wou” ar 


jiwan 
selected JVC VCRs, at $599; monitor receive, Taiwres 
comb filter, all deluxe features is 1 New ry ca 


4-head VCR has one-event 14-day programmer b&w 


sharpness control, wireless remote at $599, 
total 
Elaborate audio video switching system with color 


built-in 4.5" color monitor and 2 small stereo b&w... - 
speakers was introduced by Akai. It has 6 video ing D singapor 


jacks, accommodates up to 2 video monitors, has total.. 
bidirectional dubbing capability. * or.. 
—z ae 
Malaysi 
Shean | call total 
Proton has taken over distribution of Halcyon, eolig 


RDI Systems' $2,500 interactive voice activated b&w... 


optical dise game system. RDI Pres. Rick Dyers? pone 
companies have no formal agreement, but their tomar 
product lines are aimed at same well-heeled color. 


audience. Proton, which markets audio componetts b&w... 
in $1,200-$3,000 range, supplies monitor for Canada 
Haleyon. RD expects to sell 25,000 systems this 

year, will throw in one of 2 available gamesas 
kicker. Animated Thayer's Quest 


priced at $94.50. Proton Exec. Vp Jay Eagle said 
Halcyon will be available at 700 outlets cun by is 
dealers, claims "we are in backorder" at Pr 


Import surcharge was ur reduce tr" 
deficit in presentation to NAM tte rotocola Pre 
John Mitchell. Proposal, which it's claimed cu 
20% Ie to ye billion over next 3 yea calls 

° tevy in first year, dropping to 
following 2 years before 
“xceptions would be given some imports 
developed countries. N ork 
Study proposal. Motorola is 
up at annual EIA board 
where members also will be 
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Financial R 


as obtained during 
These ft latest reports 
indicates information not available at press time. 
i ‘ 
2 dollars Parentheses a less. 
t enote 


eports of TV-Electronics Companies 


past week. Dash 
Amounts expressed 


tron 
r9ee-year to Oct. 3) 
1983-year to Oct- 


: 31 
1983-6 mo. to Dec. 

1gg4-qtr. to Dec. 3! 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 3 


ral Electric 
r96e-year to Dec. 3! 
1983-year to Dec. 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 31 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 


883i 
8888 


3888 8888 8883 


NwWen 
Po Pe 
er. 
“IA Ho 
awe 


redith 
1984-6 mo. to Dec. 31 
1983-6 mo. to Dec. 3! 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 31 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 3) 


Drion Pictures 


| 1983-9 mo 
1984-gtr. to Nov. 30 
1983-qtr. to Nov. 30 
1l!es Communications 
1984-6 mo. to Dec. 3) 
1983-6 mo. to Dec. 31 


1964-gtr. to Dec. 3) 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 3) 


andy 
1984-6 mo. to Dec. 3) 
1983-6 mo. to Dec. 31 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 31 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 


1,489, 107,000 
-481,695,000 
893,334,000 
898,266,000 


—~ 


stinghouse 


1984-year to Dec. 31 0,264,500,000 535,900,000 
1983-year to Dec. 31 9,532,600 ,000 449 ,000 ,000 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 31 2,888, 700,000 160,600,000 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 31 2,597,100,000 136,800 ,000 


Notes: “Includes special credit. 
“Preliminary. “Adjusted. 


————SSS 
Consumer Electronics Personals 
$$$ ers Fersonals 


"Restated, 


Hiro Arimoto ap 
pres., succeeding T, 


» €X~Perfect Data consumer 


New post of w. i 
mgr., In charge of new west Coast office ae fag 


advanced from region sales 


JA 
NUapy 

10 national sales mg, Sharp Pees, 

products Div- nal 


d shifts at IBM ¢ 

Do LeGran rom 

pit operations vp to new Post ty 

tem of de 

computer dealer operations vp at N ational T8Oha) 

Distribution Div., which now has Fesponsibji: 
rsonal computer sales, support and Servic in top 


Sys 


: while ESD retains manuf e Au 
Spe cnt and marketing functions mms, aga 
Coleman advanced at Activision from hy, ant 
resources vp to product development ¥p in 
realignment; other appointments: Joseph Ay JAN 
operations & administrative vp, Richard °° 
product acquisition vp, Edward Roffman Fina 
Barbara Hazlett treas.; Mike Ayers has left °F Bro 
corp. communications dir... Richard Wijky, pro 
ex-Dynascan, joins Williams Electronics as fin Ts 
vp... Mitsuru Ohki, Sony America PR mgr. 1976. nant 
named administration & commercial dir., Sony a will 
Broadeast, U.K. on $s 

Robert Klingensmith promoted at Paramy 2 TT 
National TV Production Div. to video distriy; * NC’ 
exec. vp... David Goodman advanced at CRg/p,, in 
Video from national accounts dir. to special der 
dir., responsible for original programming: Amy 
Alter, ex-HWH, appointed PR mgr... Dennis Hang TU! 
advanced at CBS Records from L.A. branch mer, i Bra 
video products sales & distribution vp... Joseph Ra 
Petrone named national sales mgr., Sony Video as 
Software Operations, replacing Duncan Frederic, te 
moved to Consumer Products Div.; Robert Janeczet in 
and Julia Byrd advanced to national business mg, » pre 
sales coordinator, respectively... Alan Yollin joins 
RCA/Columbia Pictures Home Video as productin BY 
mgr... Sandra Thomas joins Vestron's Lightning Vii Co 
as mktg. mer. ske 

Len Levy promoted from sales & mktg. vp to Mi 
new post of senior vp-gen. mgr., International Vides an 
Entertainment... Gloria Nicholson named national = 
sales administrator, NTA Home Entertainmett.. NC 
Louise Alaimo promoted to ad & publicity dir., ati 
Embassy Home Entertainment... William MeMaho wi 
resigns as vp-mktg. dir. of K-Tel's disbanded Videt 
Div. to become vp-gen. mgr. of Simitar Ka M 
Entertainment, new program supplier... Howard M 
promoted to operations vp, Dave to au 
national sales mgr., Video-X-Pix. m 

francis f; 
Troy Cooper, ex-pres. of Video Galore > 


chain, joins National Video as regional mdsg- 
Jack Romanos resigns as publisher of Banta goats 
to become pres. of Simon & Schuster's Pocket 
with responsibility for video publishing grou? 
Richard Banach named asst. gen. mgr» VA. 
Duplicating Midwest; Ted Tedesco pst? 
industrial operations mer... Stephen Zatuehal 
exec. dir., Video Software Dealers Ass® 


Harry Miller promoted at North america 


Philips from Airpax yp to pres. of Kulk® ” 
parent We Arthur Kelly, on special assign” 
nt, 


b 

a 

¥ 

4 
a 
a 
~ 


januaRY a a 


500 deast - Cable 

ysT-CARRY PUT ON HOLD, we learn in 

ws od top Mass Media items for quarter. FCC 
550s onitor equipment and set growth before acting 
ae reo TV must-Carry- (P. 1) 

on 

TIONS ENOUGH to restrain cable rates, 
“CTA CATA and most MSOs will advise Commission 
NC jemaking aimed at defining exceptions to 
regulation. (P. 2) 


NER BASEBALL DEAL REACHED: Some CATV 
to Major League fund. (P. 3) . 


2 Tv STA 


grave revenues gO 


gapi0 MART! STARTUP DELAYED by management 
plems. Key legislative leaders express outrage, 
sf, utd Presidential action. USIA's Wick denies 
j charges of bureaucratic bungling leveled against 
project. (P. 4) 
sYRD DEFENDS SENATE TV PLAN to Rules 
Committee without immediate success. Ford still 
skeptical. (P. 5) 


WUTUAL PLANS TELECOM SERVICES: Mutualink 
wd Multicomm offerings are expected to account for 
one-half of firm's revenues by year 1990. (P. 5) 


NO IMMEDIATE RISK' SEEN in Hawaiian radiation 
study, Environmental Protection Agency says, though 
window washers got burns near radio towers. (P. 6) 


MASS MEDIA BUREAU OUTLINES AGENDA: 


McKinney said he expects to bring some 60 items up for Commissi 
that agency has put debate over eable must-carry for 


finite hold. Commissioners had been split on issue, with 3 


aid about only surprise is report 
aultichannel TV sound (MTS) on inde 


favoring, 2 opposing, mandatory must-carry after 
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Consumer Electronics 


Mh co LOGJAM about to break, as 2 equipment 
ae promise 300 generators by midyear; 13 
outlets now broadeasting MTS. (P. 9) 


VCR AND CAMERA IMPORTS i 
: v rose in Nov., but TV 
shipments declined, Commerce figures show. (P. 10) 


VCP-PRICE COMPETITION already fierce, though 
only PVI and Funai actually are selling. Lower priced 
units on way from Taiwan and Korea. (P. 11) 


RCA, NAP, CORNING posted improved results for 
1984 but say TV price competition held margins 
down, particularly in 4th quarter. (P. 12) 


HARD-COATED CDs more resistant to scratches 
and warpage unveiled by Mobile Fidelity. (P. 12) 


INTERACTIVE VCR system using standard recorder 
and control box is claimed to outperform videodise or 
computer. (P. 13) 


VIDEO SOFTWARE SALES grew faster than those of 
VCRs for first time in 1984, survey shows. (P. 13) 


VIDEO DISPLAY CORP. claims to be largest U.S. 
CRT rebuilder, sees big growth coming in display 
tubes replacement demand. (P. 14) 

2-DECK VHS VCRs from Sharp marketed. (P. 15) 


FCC Mass Media Bureau Chief James 


on vote during this quarter -- 


4-year transition in markets with at least 


20% penetration of stereo TV sets (TVD Jan 14 pl). 


Chmn. Fowler told us Jan. 25 that it would be premat 


—— fOwWter tOld US Jan. 40 


‘: tee of lack of equipment at stations (for update, s 

ew MTS receivers in hands of public. He said ¢ 
staff will be instructed to monitor: (1) Ext 
public. 
Staff will report annually, he said. 


yerety 
Os (2) Penetration of receivers in hands of 
‘ystems are equipped to carry stereo Ts 


ure to require MTS must-carry now 
ee story in Consumer Electronics Section) 
ommissioners have reached compromise 
ent to which TV stations are telecasting in 
(3) Based on (1) and (2), extent to which 


Ght © 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without written permission, is a violation of Federal statute 
€q.), 


: A, North 
p: while RCA, 
CORNING NETS osted higher sales an 


=n s ear O 
RCA net jumped 50.2% a fe 12.4% sales. 
ings we ; 


resul 75 million in pre ax Wi 

$17 Its are after ating loss from discontinued 

videodisc isc business. 

i id earnings for 

ectronics, RCA sal 

« nonipen aol sales, but added that "severe 
ye . . . . 

ice competition, 

cen has continued to ac 

margins.” Solid State Div. ha 


arnings ear, and profit was up in quarter 
despite Sinha price competition and increased . 
industry capacity." Chmn. Thornton Bradshaw sal 
results "reflect a resurgence in the company's core 
businesses after a period of retrenchment and 


redeployment.” 


NAP said its consumer electronics business > 
"registered improved sales and operating income for 
full year despite tight margins, but 4th-quarter 
results "were adversely affected by continued severe 
price competition.” NAP said it also had improved 
full-year results from electrical-electronic 
components and electrical consumer products 


segments. 


Corning said electronic components, optical 
fibers and its telecommunications companies were 
strong performers in 1984. However, it noted, strong 
dollar resulted in intense competition with imports in 
U.S., created disadvantages in export markets. 


In picture tube bulb sales, Corning said overall 

sales and earnings were down somewhat from 1983 
though they still were at respectable levels." Cited 
for part of decline was rise in share of sales mix of 
bulbs for smaller, lower-priced picture tubes. In 
final quarter, "industry conditions were soft,” and 
Corning's tube glass plant in State College, Pa. 
operated well below capacity. Company said it's 
erie rer hl Sr in glass demand from 
act i i i 

year, but "it's too a rTM nia > Tuas 


TOK consolidated net rose 19.9% 
NT yn year to Nov. 30 on cl ae 
ie By rie pile to $1.69 billion. While meen 
ate . as Company's largest business a 
>, Volume rose only 9.5% to $783.9 million to 
es, down from 
oils and assembled 


components rose 29.3% to $196 6.3 million, ceramic 


Cores and magnetic increased mee ee 


*ANUay ee 


. Company said overseas sale 2, 
$801.4 ‘million, while volume in Jap - "Ose . 
to $156.8 ae said it's reat a 

re) rise in Sa. es, 22/0 Increase in Ok; p int 
12.2% | ted out strength of yen in inet ne : B a 


e co 
bt ary mantets wl influence fini geu — y 
Syste 
DENED COMPACT DISC: High p.. soft 
Eee Dises (HRCD), given fs oxtliatig ir 
olycarbonate resin to make them more ng of = col 
seratches, abrasion and warpage resultin pata der 
exposure to high temperatures, have hie » Pom 7 comp" 
release by Mobile Fidelity Sound Labs o¢ j¢-'**t w pe plz 
Woodstock album. S Adige coe 
ee 
HRCD is development of Sanyo, whist in 
ressing limited quantities in Gifu, Japan, ~¥ " 
Mobile doesn't have exclusive on new digg While CES ' 
currently using all their production capacity. ® use ° 
according to Pres. Herbert Belkin. While y, arcat 
offer longer life potential for home player , to _— ’ 
they were designed particularly to handle ; Wier jm 


environments discs meet when used in Portable 
auto CD players. Intention is "to perfect the 
properties originally prescribed to CD when 
were originally released,” he said. they 
Coating is placed on both surfaces, so HRC), 
are somewhat "but not dramatically” thicker 
1.2mm Belkin said. Deviation doesn't 
affect playback "as the fact of the matter isthe ; 
[players'] lasers don't all read exactly at the san 
depth, so thickness is not a problem." 


HRCDs are of course premium priced 
in itself is likely to keep om out of ee 
mainstream, Belkin said. While record companies» 
interested in improving their product, "I think tht por 
the downward pressure on CD pricing in the next |! ins’ 
months will be greater than their inclination fora Int 
higher quality disc. As the mass market adapts, it dis 
quality criteria will be somewhat diminished," he no 
said. "I guess my belief is that as the player costs 
come down there has to be a related drop in the pit 
of the software for the market to be truly Re 
penetrated.” History of record industry showsthit ca 
"one of the tried and true ways to achieve thats! Br 
make dises less expensive at the manufacturing & 
su 
Ri 


a variety of qualities available. Mobile's high-2 2 


HRCDs will appeal to consumers who buy mem fe 

expensive players, rather than those wh Pa‘ * 
nd units with equi | ) 

battle s with equivalent of BSR reco’ be 
AppleLink is new Macintosh-based cone t & 


telecommunications network for retailers. 


launched join pp and GE 
information Sevvigen Service will og! 
with electronic mail, bulletin ; roe naire 
access to data bases, 


fi, FT 


yCR: Interactive video system ys} 

R and decoder that can be made Ps 
as been sexe ren for industrial, = 
tle 5 >) and consumer use by new Intraview 
cation and CBS Publishing has produced first 


Ss 
gyre for syste™- 
0 


E 
activ 
INTER ried ve 


yon as $200 


ftw’ 
ow says system overcomes problems 
jatraview sad interactivity but poor Rater 
od video but poor pe Key 
“id system is low-profile console (that m 
00m under VCR) to which VCR's output is nid 
ve 0 Console is plugged into TV. Console 


ine 

observed demonstration in Las Vegas during 
that included CBS training tape for physicians on 

ces ; gltrasound technology and version of video 
of ue. Both involved complex interactivity 
ynlike yideodise programs, response was 

mediate ~~ sereen was never blanked out. 

i 


VCR can be used, with specially prepared 
although tapes prepared for interactive 
is? 4c can be adapted to system easily. Tapes 
oe 4-way branching, give effect of 20 tracks of 
formation. Actually, there are 4 audio tracks on 
n, up to 4 branchable video tracks with motion, 
to 20 with limited motion, plus digital data 
ed by console that generates graphics but 
ntains no expensive parts, according to developers. 
¢ interactive tapes Can give quizzes with questions 
glected at random, keep score, provide music with 
gill picture, change pictures in response to viewer's 
choice, react to user-manipulated arrow or cursor on 


sereen, etc. 


According to Intraview, tapes are edited in 
wrmal manner and computer graphics and 
istructions are prepared on computer disc. 
intraview then merges multiple tapes and computer 
dise onto one master tape, which is duplicated in 
normal manner, 


we 


Intraview Systems Corp. is headed by Pres.-CEO 
Ross Heil, formerly a MeCann-Erickson vp; 
0-founder Leonard Auerbach, an education 
wrofessional, is vice chmn.; Grant Rollin, ex-Haskins 
{Sells, is seey. Technical development was 
supervised by Stuart Krasny of consultant SK&A 


arch, ex-IBM, Discovision Assoc. and EECO Ine. 


but Coe box now costs about $1,000, Heil said, 
Peta this to drop to about $500 by year’s 
y mid in 1986. Intraview plans commercial unit 
Whee consumer model by year’s end. He said 
decode § with consumer software people, envisions 
t system costing $300-$400 at retail in 1986. 


sian fe says that prototype consoles are NOW 
t's Piae or use in program development and that 
with programmers as well as domestic 


aNd fon 
licen 18" Manufacturers, Officials say they plan to 


hope ¢ Multiple manufacturers" to produce consoles, 


or * ! 
Yolume production in midyear. Intraview ) 


see iced hand-held numeric keypad and joystick, 


address is 190 N, w; TV DIGEST_13 
> Wiget La. sui 
floo - As of ae ite 250, Waln 
Tr, Walnut Creek os 15: 1600 Riviera Ave fe” 
94596, 415-946-9899,” °°? 


OFTW 
of Videocassette BOOM: R 
ne emma outa et ls 
i ry surve : 
sipments to dist tarps which indicates pe oes Sister 


a guipments t 
eocassette 
36% to 167 ats respondents see 1985 market rising 


llion last year. 


While roster of to 
p 10 software market 

unchanged, there were some significant res i 
rahe ia? Particularly notable was Vestron Video's 
: pt o 3rd place on 1984 list from 7th in 1983, and 

ecline to 8th from tie for 4th by MGM/UA. There 
bb no change in rankings of major duplicators, but 
ast year Technicolor parent MacAndrews & Forbes 
pitice- VCA, which gives that company an indicated 

% market share, making it largest entity in field. 

Here are results: 


SOFTWARE MARKET SHARE 


1984 41983 

Unit % Unit % 

Sales Share Sales Share 
CBS7 FOX. oem 3,825 15.4 1,638 18 
Paramount... 3,800 YS.2 1,638 18 
Vestron..... 2,500 10.0 546 6 
Warner...... 2,100 8.4 910 10 
Disney...... 2,000 8.0 546 6 
RCA/Columbia 1,901 7.6 1,092 12 
MCCAW Reiter 1,901 7.6 728 8 
MGM/UA...--- 1,462 5.8 910 10 
Thora « oss be 4.5 455 5 
Embassy..--- 1,012 4.1 364 3 


DUPLICATOR MARKET SHARE 


1984 — 4 

Units % Share nits 

re: (mil.) (mil. 

BRH/Ges es tee oe 30 as . . - 
VCA Duplicating 26 re os 
Technicolor..-- 18 . 4 r 

CBS/FOX..+++++* 7 4.2 ; + 
OtherS.-eeeere' 9 2.3 ‘ 


Parts Wan, a mer Electronics Personals 
> tha: con ; Me 
buys © avin pauphinee, ex-ABC-TY, rejoins Dolb 
Ne K es & mktg. vp... Duncan Frederick, former 
at abs eed Software Div. national sales mgr., moves 
ad; Sony nsumer Products as national specia] 
Is to SODY _ with responsibility for development of 
project? g and distribution programs for video and 
~ market qucts.-. John Calahan retires as Sharp 
from gudio re » Video gen. mgr. this spring, duties being 
consum*y Ronald Stoltenberg, who recently joined 
at assume jvania... William Owen advanced to Zenith 
ont Set, from cs counsel; John Van Zeyl to senior attorney 
Ww . J if 
Sery; ay i rb ad 
UVic en Lieberfarb advanced from exec. vp-gen, 
'Miteg gteeal Warner Home Video... Philip Pletagal 
NYT Ones net eT CA Home Entertainment Group operations 
; na rategic planning vp, new post; Steven 
Ctiong ene aan, business affairs dir., named vp... Robin 
ers by aan appointed Embassy Home Entertainment mktg, 
e Dept. ot ices MET 
last <i 
ting robert DeLellis promoted at CBS/Fox Video to 
up VP; Thomas Rooney Consumer Products Div. 
m™ e sor mktg. relations dir.; Vincent Larinto vp-gen, 
an 199 ie’ susan Blodgett mktg. dir.; Robert Johnson 
4 miional sales mgr., Playhouse Video line; Sam Puleo 
n the; gen. Mgr; Larry Andjulis national sales mgr. for 
ants de se ox vie line; Mary Greiner national sales 
hey ngt., Key Video. 
" = 7 Chase Carey promoted from senior vp, Pay 
ng } ¢ Cable and Home Entertainment Group to senior vp, 
Columbia Pictures... Shane Kinnear named Vestron 
lind video national sales mgr., Don Gold district sales mgr. 
lit Allan Schlosser advanced at EIA Consumer 
dined Electronics Group from public affairs dir. to 
‘ communications staff vp... Roy Trakin resigns as 
will RIAA PR dir. to join Audio Environment as 


) promotions dir... Martin Levine promoted at 
‘Oy Consumer Electronics magazine to editor... David 
Hajdu, ex-Video Review, forms Dameron Press 


rbach, (269-1/2 W. 73 St., N.Y. 10023) developer of book 
versions of home video programs. 
berg, Joe Davis, outside dir. of BMC (Buckbee Mears), 


y tamed acting pres.; Carl Drake, also outside dir., 
Not. ser temporary chmn., assuming former duties 
of Ryal Poppa, who resigned as chmn.-CEO to join 
Storage Technologies as chmn.-pres.-CEO... Joseph 


d Fl ay, who recently acquired 11% stake in RMS 

, to : ectronics from holdings of Fink family, appointed 
re UP 4 of parts and accessories marketer, replacing 
+ 2.99 ur Fink, who becomes vice chmn. 

ord 


es, UP Vide Ghassan Kahwati promoted at Kodak to pres. of 
\v. of Eastman Technology, formed to 
soto ce and market intelligent vision systems for 
‘) automation equipment... Keiske Yawata, 
|F ins Tt f of NEC's U.S. semiconductor operation, 
) Manufact gic as pres. of its Japanese IC 
at Yeap uring venture... John Stanger, who retired 
. Jar end ag ras Credit Corp. vice chmn., named 
chmn, 
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- VCR innovation 
wel aran 
fen ne force fits is | Sargeras * 
recorders that win-deck audio cassette 


; we've seen is Sh 
ned for European PAL and SECAM ong 


» Marketed in Middle East for about $935, 


. _ Unit, whi 

just 17,7" ae ee Calls Double-Cassette VCR, is 

Side, offers o nly uses pair of slot-load decks side by 
‘ play speed, comes 

unction indore Control tuner-timer. Decks can 


Bee. recording while other is plavi 
> when both are used either for eh aoe 


Big advantage for twin-d it lies i 

: unt -deck unit lies in ease and 
Eom of editing, Sharp's brochure states. "Simple 

e€-touch editing’ system” makes whole process 

fe ompcaied, "picture quality of the newly edited 
ee is mii to those edited using 2 systems 

us€ of shorter circuitry, newly developed vid 
heads and no external ekiation,” ere 


: Model, however, isn't on schedule for U.S. 
introduction, according to Sharp Consumer Video 
Gen. Mgr. John Calahan. "For the inoment at least, 
that model is not under consideration" as addition to 
line. Staff in U.S. only recently wrapped up product 
discussions with factory representatives from 
Japanese parent, and twin-deck "wasn't even 
explored," he told us. 


Sharp isn't only Japanese VCR manufacturer 
that looked at dual-deck concept, but none seems 
anxious to blaze trail here, even though there's no 
current question of legality. In Betamax decision last 
year (TVD Jan 23/84 p22), Supreme Court said that 
for copying equipment to be legal for sale "it need 
merely be capable of substantial noninfringing uses." 
But there's awareness of political impact unit could 
have here. Representative for another major 
marketer told us prototype was shown to him in 
Japan. He said he turned it down and warned that 
exporting such units to States would help MPAA rally 
support for tougher copyright regulations. 

——j-—— 


Import surcharge proposal, supported by 
Miter ae way to cut U.S. trade deficit (TVD Jan 
21 p14), is under study by EIA International Business 
Council, which is expected to submit report in 
Washington in March. EIA also expects input from 
NAM task force. Meanwhile, Sen. Danforth (R-Mo.) 
said his trade subcommittee staff would study idea. 
In Europe, EEC spokesman warned that any U.S. 
import surcharge would be matched by one there 


imposed on U.S. exports. 
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N RECEPTIVE to proposals for 2-channel 
Cc Ss ys T > be . Sts = nook ia a LACK OF 
FC atible sre: ee Staff sees Possibility focus hits Gees re ae ae 
: Vy 2 terrestrial broadcasting. (& 10). as eae 
NUMBER FROM 2 TO 10: Comments in 
cK A ag ¢ _s “ “ ° <r VCR PRICE : . P 
i ation, ray ey Om eining Beta arcing pin now areas San8 WS SID 
gceptions ; Hi-Fi liquidation seen Sradirigs (P. iD hn 
ios LOT TE os backing (ei ias adopted by COMMODORE CUTS COMPUTER and peripheral 
WC toc Ps in wake of sales and profit drop. Work force 
saNNETT BUYS 2 PAPERS, N.Y. Times acquires TV immed at plants in U.S. and U.K. (P. 11) 


i from ei and Tribune. Other properties DURACELL ASKS COURT to overrule President 
siyjock. (P. reinstate ITC's battery import ban order. (P. 13) 


coMMERCE fpncabr% cm ap nents oe House WHERE'S THE PLATEAU in VCR sales? Analogy 
relecom pane —_ = - 8 with color TV no longer applicable —- first color 
wrosdeast allies. (F. 9 plateau 5 million. (P. 13) 


N PUSH picking up steam. Hill and TV 

yquoR AD BAN P : IMPORT TOTALS from Commerce sh 

wency interests seize on issue. Senate to air cumulative color shipments from Japan ae Korea 
nontroversy Feb. 7. (P. 6) passed 2 million mark in Nov. (P. 14) 
4sPEN INSTITUTE RAPS FCC and industry on SONY AND TOSHIBA expanding U.S. color plants. 
employment of blacks and way they're portrayed in Sony San Diego to have capacity for million sets 

. prices." programming. (P. 7) annually, Toshiba in Lebanon 750,000. (P. 14) 
TAFT, MULTIMEDIA IN BIG DEALS: Taft buys Gulf PHILIPS BUYS OUT most of Siemens’ stake in 

d stations for $755 million. Multimedia executives go Polygram, boosts interest to 90%. General Mills 

ing for leveraged buyout. (P. 8) looking to sell Parker Bros. (P. 15) 

n 


FCC SEEN RECEPTIVE TO HDTV ON UHF: In policy with major implications for future of 
CEG broadcasting, FCC is closely following developments in high-definition TV, and there are strong 


g, state indications agency would be amenable to proposals for experiments in compatible 2-channel 
transmissions in UHF band. 


"eS. 


and 
m "We're staying on top of the work of the ATSC" -~ industrywide Advanced TV Systems 
s, wil Committee -- we're told by Ralph Haller, chief of Technical & International Branch of FCC's 
wrmed | Mass Media Bureau: "We are aware that this committee may come up with more intensive uses 
pie of the spectrum. In the meantime, as we make decisions regarding the spectrum, we will eae 
efo this into consideration" along with other proposals for efficient use of UHF. Other staffers 
were less guarded, one commenting: "We're getting ready for the time [ATSC] comes to us to 


Corp: f ( ask, 'What can you do to accommodate us?" 
0 \ 
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ion through computer techn TV DIGEST—11 

; nt resolution echnology. {t 
‘appa ry. Advanced TV Systems Committee Could be short step ¢ 

eve Foned at 202-429-5300. ‘ATSC) is industrywide prerom uhancement to 


jan. STREET PRICES--BETA $220, VHS $2a9. 


Although VCR 
‘ysted annual rate of more than 12.5 million, mom yo Sales are running at seasonall 
afstmas in this normally chaotic market. » More chaos than usual has oh Sikes Tada 


lective price moves have brought street ri i i 

vas at $289 or less, Beta at $220 with occ PEM ae 
- jer in VHS is Sharp front loader with 7-day ti 
lea wholesale price is understood to ha 


= yich savannas had no reductions bhinifen ince Christmas. In Beta it's still 


There have been other minor price cuts in Dee. and 


; : Jan., reflecting i i 
ainst yen, in several major brands —- : 7 ow eCling increase in value of 
dollar 28% a : and just beginning liquidati 
Epa? units in preparation for new models. Candidates for ee wes 
Hi-Fi models. 


Fact is that VHS Hi-Fi never got moving, Early qualit i 
A . y problems result 
reviews. Lack of software compounded Situation, and high viiiees Sg ge a 
models -- premium of $150-$200 over Beta Hi-Fi when standard VHS models command only 


$75 premium. New spring VHS Hi-Fi models are e ected to be i i 
=. more in line with other VHS models over Gomtnable Batae : eo 


Major holdouts from price cutting have been Koreans, who have been sticking to their 
§ quoted prices in preparation for spring debut -- and presumably getting few takers. As one 
' manufacturer put it, "dealers are saying 'no way' to the Koreans, but once the price pressure 


atible gets intense, they'll carry them." Many in industry believe there are too many brands in market 
t one and jockeying for market share among majors will be frantic, particularly if there's slowdown, 
any which could result in extensive shakeout. 


Among other uncertainties is what to do about so-called "super VHS." VHS makers say 


tive, they could do this year what Beta group did to improve picture while maintaining compatibility 
‘TVD -- but some are uncertain whether it's worth it, as opposed to waiting a year or so to come out 
DTV with much better semicompatible units using such new technologies as metal tape. By 


‘semicompatible," they seem to mean switchable VCRs that can play both standard and super 
cassettes, while latter would be incompatible with older models. 


vers 4 

rger Semicompatible is same as semiincompatible, and any incompatibility -- even the "semi 

rage -- would pose real software problems. If super-duper VCRs really are that much better, 
there's going to be demand for recorded software, meaning at least quadruple inventories 
‘(assuming Beta group also goes along with semicompatibility). Software people undoubtedly will 

sor | ‘yto convince manufacturers that today's 1/2" product is plenty good enough. 

, to 

ible 


i COMMOD SLUMP: Marketplace realities caught up with 

t IS ORE CAUGHT IN HOME COMPUTER Marketplace ee 3 
Commodore in final months of 1984. Company reported steep earnings oo in — 
quarter to Dec. 31 on lower sales, forcing it to slash prices on computers and key peripherals, 


yup set up $30 million pretax reserve. Also announced were layoffs at plants in U.S. and U.K. 

jon ; ' oe 
i : inventory valuation writedown and cost 0 

o ret jeserve will cover first_stage_of computer duction that trimmed retail price of 


_ (taller ppj : implemented re : : a 
best-selling metel 64 $50 Sete ieaio aivered Plus-4, nonese ee te ew 
“Wo ; , = , ; i nly modest suce q 

§ x Processing and financial software, introduced wi ti drive and dot matrix printer, now 


© amount to $200. Also trimmed $40-$50 were 
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‘ i i -- dem was reduced by ab 5, NO. 

at $200 and $230 respectively, while low-end mo wa. "2 Dy about oL- 25: 
nly ceniodaes's inventory estimated at up to $450 million, additional Writeds £0 S45 P aaceLt 
expected. = wm! ® Beaft's Du 
i i low Atari's pre-Chri co spy 
ja jommodore. has-been Sita eta tng hy S70-500, or hag yy eit 
pei ae . P A from list of its now-discontinued Adam system. Commodore y Jobat ; made Ss 
was quoted by Philadelphia Inquirer as saying low-priced Atari and Coleco computers ";, Key case hold | 
taken 200,000 to 300,000 units away from us" in quarter. ay hag Keters | 
‘tuati . Retail liquidati (TC im 

Near-term market situation promises only to get worse q ion of 

Adam inventory should be starting soon, and distress pricing on $500 package -- computers that ee 
drive and printer -- could be as low as $300, against $580 for Commodore package with comPt saa 
drive. Atari is ready to start shipping its new expanded memory XE series of 8 Come orn said I 
computers that will underprice Commodore offerings even after reduction. Also, et int ile Treasury Pt 
64 may foree Commodore to put lower than planned $250 list on step-up 128K version sot permit -_ 
delivery this spring (TVD Jan 14 p15). oP fore ne 
hange 
Commodore net fell 93.6% to $3.2 million in quarter on 21.5% sales decline to ab impor 


million. 


$1.21 billion, up 16%. 


Earnings for fiscal first half were off 58.8% to $74.4 million as sales slipped 99; I Treasury € 
$582.9 million. On calendar year basis, Commodore was still $1 billion company, with wd 
In addition to difficulties in U.S., Commodore said, 
2nd-quarter overseas sales was cut by $33 million because of increased value of dollar, Note, 
that more than half of revenue in period came from sales outside U.S. 


Value of it 


Commodore said it laid off about 240 workers at W. Chester, Pa., computer plant, plus 3) representi 


at IC plant in Valley Forge, Pa. It said IC production has been slowed in Costa Mesa, Cal., but 
didn't specify whether any employes were furloughed. In U.K., where Sinclair sparked price ws ) 
with 28% cut in list of its step-up Spectrum Plus model to $145, Commodore dismissed jy! 
production workers at Corby plant, leaving 600 on job. 7. 


Company expects to start empioye recalls in U.S. later this month as it begins productin 
of 128K computer and portable with LCD display, have all back by end of 2nd quarter. By tht 


time, company is expected to be turning out advanced 32-bit MPU computer originally — 
eveloped by Amiga, which Commodore acquired last year. 4 


Foreign restraints on trade in intellectual 
properties are being probed by Office of U.S. Trade 
Representative as part of investigation into nontariff 

barriers. In probe for Congress, USTR is seeking 
submissions from businesses with problems overseas 
in patent, copyright or trademark areas. Agency is 
interested in pinpointing countries that afford 
inadequate or no infringement protection for foreign 
properties, have burdensome protection 
requirements, make it difficult to get legal relief or 
impose ineffective penalties. USTR is to report to 
Senate Finance and House Ways & Means Committees 
by Oct. 19. 


Digital Audio Disc Corp., CBS/Sony CD 
manufacturing facility, plans to more than triple 
production capacity to million dises per month by end 
of 1985, which will give it largest capacity of any CD 
plant in world, according to Vp-Gen. Mgr. James 
Prische. He said unexpectedly high demand has 
resulted because both CD player sales and number of 

dises purchased per player have exceeded forecasts. 
Facility had 300,000 monthly capacity when it opened 
in Sept., figure that will be doubled by early summer. 


batteries 
_as those 1 
getting ir 
_ diminishe 


ij 


Sega coin-op videogames will be reintroduced 
U.S. by Sega Enterprises of Japan, recently soldto — 
group of its U.S. and Japanese m by Gulf & 
Western. SE, expected to set up marketing arm 
Chicago area, says it plans to export about $11 
million of games to U.S. in first year. Last yea, 7 
G&W sold Sega's U.S. arcade game manufacturig™ — 
Bally but retained R&D and licensing under 
agreement that calls for Sega to develop videos 
for Bally. Another G&W unit, Simon & Schuster, ny 
taken over distribution of Sega home videogame "" 
computer software under Sega brand. 


} 
} 


Apple is fighting another compatible comr 

marketer it claims is infringing its software pe’= 

Apple has filed suit in U.S. Dist. Court, Newar, by 
ss 


asking $50,000 in damages plus all profits \ 
Eve Computer and parent Computer Technet pe 
won temporary injunction against ce me — 
has been marketing computers imported eon 
Taiwan. In similar case last year, APP ain 
million from Franklin Computer, ill 
into bankruptcy; company still is in 

reorganization. 


asumel Electronics Personals 
co 
ko Iwasa promoted at Sanyo Mfg. 
LA rea, CED, ac i ca taliqie Nenat 
ai I 0 in Japan, wh in 
2 a managing Kyoshi Seiki, Matsushita Fleece’ ot 
: America PLes-, to be named dir. of Japanese 
eee holders meeting this month...Sam Frankel 
tachi and Toshiba, appointed Sampo northeast 
es mgr-3 Edward Porter, ex-Hitachi, for 
region Se Scott, ex-Mitsubishi and Tatung, for 
widwe i plese for Southeast... Henry Kloss, Kloss 
ven New England Inventor of Year award by 
um of Science... T.J. Marano, 
Co., joins Apple as US. sales vp, new post.. 
rdon, Coleco creative services mgr., named 
new Coleco vps: Harvey Johnson, mktg. 
wi | and John McNett, design and development... 
servi ailikoff, ex-Creative Mktg. Consultants, 
ee philips Audio-Video Systems, joins Tandberg 
otic as vp-Consumer and Professional Audio 


masani 


products Divs... Warren Marr, ex-Daiwa, joins 

-d A Call as senior sales and mktg. vp; Ray 
pect advanced from engineering and mfg. vp to 
product development senior vp. 


Norman Milley advanced at K mart from exec. 

masg. and subsidiaries to K mart Stores Group 

es} Larry Parkin appointed K mart Stores exec. 
*<imberly Caplinger, ex-CBS TV, joins RKO 

Home Video as west coast regional sales mgr... Mary 

named midwest key accounts rep, VCA 

jieating... Brad Gunches, ex-Target Video and 

Gourmet Video, appointed national sales mgr., Video 

Latino... Shoichi Saba, Toshiba pres.-CEO, named to 

board of U.K. chemical producer ICI... Leo Beebe, 

retired Phileo-Ford exec. VP, named chmn. of K-Tron 

international, producer of MPU-based weighing 

products... Otis Wolking advanced at GTE from 

Microcireuits Div. pres. to corp. quality services vp... 

Richard Wilson, ITT Telecommunications Business 

and Consumer Communications Div. employe 

relations dir., elected a vp. 


Obituary 


David Cogan, 74, developer of first commercial 
color TV set, died of cancer in N.Y. Jan. 26. While 
a engineering student at Northeastern U., he 
invented tube tester and formed Cyrad Mfg. Co, 
which was bought by tube manufacturer Hytron. In 
1935, he was elected vp of Hytron, later became 
ptes, of TV set-making subsidiary Air King. CBS — 
preased Hytron in 1951, changed name of Air King 
% CBS-Columbia, with Cogan as pres. supervising 
evelopment of TV sets designed for CBS color 
miei d (For brief period, CBS color system was sole 
see method approved commercially by FCC, before 
Psi reversed itself and approved NTSC — . 
in 1954 developed primarily by RCA.) Cogan retire 
ll 4, but later became active as CEO of 

\ Was aye Corp. (instruments). At his death, he 
~ Corp 1 1et-Globe vice chmn. and chmn. of Dreyfus 

ritlong insurance and consumer banking 

ns. Wife, one son, survive. 
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0 
but 10% of cb 


Price wasn't mterest held by p 


by buying out all 
disclosed. 


artner Siemens. 


Sieme 
entices ns has been wanting to ec 
, ut i i 
hat dings Rune time, planned to Jeter, 
through mavges press, ae was to be formed 
ridwide music interests b 
ry 


arner and Po] 
Novia fae fo pial a But deal was called off last 


(TVD Nov 19 arn titrust suit threatened by FTC 


Euiveece ie it's continuing search for new 

of Control wiltho partner -- presumably acquisition 
mong help in that effort. Polygram has been 
weak dtrintion SS ceed es 
correct through in U.S., something it had hoped to 


; Warner li 
interest in tie with aed ety 2 "peahisane 


Meanwhile, General Mills is looking f 

’ or 

phar operations, including pa Ase 

: ase arker Bros. and Kenner Products. Toy 

tise tons are profitable, but Parker has suffered 
rom heavy involvement in video and computer games 

and Kenner hasn't had hot toy for several years. 


for 


In other recent merger activity: Harman 
International has agreed to acquire speaker maker 
Pyle Industries... David Hafler Co. is buying speaker 
producer Acoustat... National Video has purchased 30 
franchise stores of Video Galore chain in Southeast, 
bringing NV total to 430 outlets... CBS's planned 
$362.5 million acquisition of Stereo Review and other 
consumer magazines from Ziff-Davis is held up by 
Justice Dept., seeking additional information. CBS 
already owns Audio and several other magazines that 
compete with those it's buying... Rockwell has agreed 
to acquire components and automation equipment 
producer Allen-Bradley for $1.65 billion cash, 
expects to complete purchase this month. In year to 
Nov. 30, A-B earned $90 million on sales of $942 
million... AVX said it's discussing possibility of being 
acquired by unidentified suitor and as result has 
called off planned purchase of parts maker Computer 


& Communications. 
—i— 


Software notes: 3M's upeoming videocassette 
warranty promises replacement of nonfunctioning 
tape to original purchaser. It's extension of warranty 
that pledges replacement for any defect — up 
over expected useful life of tape-.- Video = are a 
Dealers Assn. convention may move ae ee 
back to Las Vegas- Some members think =" — 
Sheraton won't be big enough to penvey ort 

roposing LV Convention Center for e - [hell 
Coed for evening events. Decision probably ba 
meeting in Scottsdale, Ariz., ne 


matey ween Music Video has been set up as new 


week... Warn by Warner. It's unrelated to Warner 


software ™ nds operation, though like 
= reco opera . 
poo vere, for distribution. Warner may - 


These are latest reports ® 
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n 0 
mctivisso%,. to dec. 28] 23-299'000 | © 
1983-39 wk. to Dec- : 9.577,000 
1994-13 "9 we Sek 31 10, 167,000 ( 
1983-13 *- 
ater” 188,000,000 

to Dec. 31 133, ’ 
a. eo pec. 3! | 8.411,000,000 
tn Industries 
\i 94-year to Dec. 30 Ler te 
ygga-year t0 382. 1, | 210,869,000 

. to Dec. 569, 
ae to Jan. 1 169,460,000 
. &. Belo 
194-year to Dec. 31 oye 
1983-year to Dec. 3! 242,556 
19g4-qtr. to Dec. 31 97, 160,000 
19a3-qtr. to Dec. 31 71,101,000 
ox Communications 
1984-year to Dec. 3! 742,855,000 
1983-year to Dec. 31 614,623,000 
1994-qtr. to Dec. 31 202 , 401 ,000 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 3) 172,631,000 

TE 
1984-year to Dec. 3! 4,547 ,344,000 
1983-year to Dec. 3) 2,943,918,000 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 3] 3,892,854,000 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 31 3,551,343,000 
i Enterprises 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 31 54,824,000 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 31 48 ,897 ,000 
Itimedia 
1984-year to Dec. 31 , 360,000 
1984-year to Dec. 31 269,719,000 
1964-qtr. to Dec. 31 83,898,000 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 31 74,018,000 
eeves Communications 
1984-6 mo. to Dec. 3) 108,945,000 
1983-6 mo. to Dec. 31 112,447,000 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 31 62,756,000 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 31 58,582,000 
Rogers Cablesystems” 
1984-qtr. to Nov. 30 84,062,000 
1983-qtr. to Nov. 30 70, 154.000 ( 


exas Instruments 
1984~year to Dec. 31 15,741 
1983-year to Dec. 31 | 4,579 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 31 |} 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 3] 1 


ime 


1984-year to Dec. 3] 3,0 
1983-year to Dec. 3] er oo see eee 
984-qtr. to Dec. 31 851,021,000 | 66. refi! 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 31 763, 118.000 pattie 
pee Post 
-year to Dec. 30 984, 303,000 
1883-year to Dec. 3 877,714,000 ree pie hao | 
1284-atr. to Dec. 30 | 283,609,000 | 347620" yb ce y 
qtr. to Dec. 3] 254,260,000 28’ 644000 f 
Notes: "Comparative r 9 eo 
N esults unavail B 
Adjusted. “Includes special cred\t. After ean nat: 


charge. ‘In Canadian dollars. 
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"Restated. 


during past week- 
Amounts ex 


1,379,000,000 
379,000,000 


30,226,000 
18,338,000 


(5,463,000) 


(145,400,000). 
64,600,000 12.64 
77,500,000 3.2 


Companies 


Dash 
pressed 


9,182,000) 
1,999,000) 

(378,000) 
8,106,000) 


8,578,000 


2,634,000 | .2 


5,764,000) 


6,000,000 13.0 
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do." Revision of first-sale doctrine or legislation 
would ease situation, but MPAA isn't going to tale 
slowed down a bit," source told us. "We're waitilg 
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Sharp's dual-deck VCR, now being sold in 
East (TVD Jan 28 p15), is close ree 
plo), is closer to U.S. market,» v-FOR 
. 3 . ’ . 
‘poses more serious threat than distance would say in I 
with co 


indicate, according to source at MPAA. "It's jus; 
matter of time before we're confronted with it 
directly,” he believes, and arrival could force stain 

to "withdraw from the home video market...ts  Re®™ 
terrible -- I really don’t know what we're goingto 


allowing creation of separate sale and rental prices 


aggressive stance it did in last Congress. "We've 
for the right opportunity to present itself” before 
encouraging bill. Present antirevision mood 

nge at moment's notice, he said. 
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groadcast cones oa 
— AD BAN PROPONENTS square off 
gee Sark es at Hill hearing. FTC reluctant; 
with th opposes an. (P. 1) 
0 


wess CODIFIED IN LEGISLATION? That's 
ig FAIR ye at 2-day FCC hearings e 's up to 
jk commissioners agree. - 3) 
ongreSSs 


iLL IRKED AT LAS VEGAS for scheduling 
yAB “Hagler fight during convention, will seek 
How <jons from hotels. (P. 5) 


RETURNS TO FCC with amended fairness 
me complaint against ABC, seeks 
orssideration and 'modest action’. (P. 5) 


a ysTt-CARRY FOR MTS ON HOLD, but FCC staff 
M monitor situation, make annual reports. NCTA 


ad NAB both claim victory. (P. 6) 


dle .f0R-U SWAP WORTH $45-$50 MILLION, stations 
d vin FCC filing. WEDU and WTOG pressing ahead 


yith controversial deal. (P. 6) 


cuTs INFCC, CPB & NTIA BUDGETS proposed by 
S jeagan but plan is dead letter on Hill. (P. 7) 


NPR EYES RESTRUCTURING relationship with 
member stations by giving them all CPB funding, 
charging them for services. (P. 8) 


FTC'§ MILLER BUCKS AD BAN ISSUE TO CONGRESS: Rulemaking to ban wine and beer 
commercials on TV and radio won't be started by FTC, Chmn. James Miller told Senate 
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fae COLOR TV shown by Matsushita, using 2.6" 
15" 8 ass-enclosed panel of new design in 10” and 
1Zes. No price or production date. (P. 11) 


ATARI READY TO CUT price of 800XL to $99 list as 
computer price war continues. Warner selling control 
of arcade unit to Japan's Namco. (P. 11) 


NEC AND SANYO FOLLOWING Toshiba's | 

ead, 
adding VHS to Beta lines they sell in Japan. Sanyo, 
however, will use Fisher brand for VHS. (P. 12) 


MORE STEREOCASTING: Stations start MTS in St. 
Louis and Sacramento. PBS seeks stereo grant from 
NTIA, testing new satellite audio. (P. 13) 


Jvc AND DENON JOINING CBS/Sony in boosting CD 
output this year as industry struggles to meet 
runaway demand for digital dises. (P. 14) 


CALENDAR FOR 1986-MODEL video line showings 
has most companies following same schedule as last 
year. Las Vegas tops location roster. (P. 14) 


CHINA'S VIDEOCASSETTE ORDERS from Hong 
Kong big enough to influence pricing here. (P. 15) 


Alcoholism & Drug Abuse Subcommittee Feb. 7, arguing that decision involves competing social 
licies that should be reconciled by elected officials. New Senate Commerce Committee 


Chmn, Danforth (R-Mo.) said he didn't favor ban or counter-ad proposal offered as alternative. 


| it." Miller said, adding that FTC also is unlikely to launch 
would prefer that Congress do it," Miller = 1 ace of aideaprend 0a 


‘eeeptive ad rulemaking against alcohol ads because there despread 
abuse, But Miller stapes sank of putting FTC on record as opposing ban, also avoided tipping 


‘ency's hand on final decision in related citizens’ petition. He said that decision should come 
shortly, that FTC staff report on investigation into alcohol ads would be released within month. 


FTC testimony was capstone of long Subcommittee hearing. 


“onyrght 61 
. (17 USC 19, , 


i by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, 
$¢q,), 


AAAA, Center for Science in 
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ae TV DIGEST—11 
inventories jumped to new all-ti : 
ca and 17% in month, time high of Nearly 1.22 m 


i representi ’ illi ipeli 

141% yer 1984. Factory inventories ‘ 75 oes Supply if sale Pee pia mA 
of 64% © f 462.000 of 755, were up 1469, o> Continue at Jan. increase 
gistributor stocks of 462,000 were up 136% in year, 4%, in Jun ©” i@ Year, 27% in month, while 


WS FLAT COLOR TV: p:: 
TSUSHITA SHO TV: Bright. f] 

, claimed a have Maden no size limitation, was ee, display panel of 

pscushite in Tokyo sin 10° and! 5 !eeryiescte yccmonstrated at last 
mmercialization or projected price, but offic; ushita 

a rrier is Mass production technology." 


completely new 
week's end by 
gave no timetable for 
work is finished and "last 


soot ay has 5.9x7.9" picture, 


Entire 10" set is only 3.9" de 14.e" v high, 2.6" deep, weighs 
16.9 lb. 2 =o 4.6 ; high ‘ ‘ 

pimensions of 15 wm Fog 5.» weren't given. eaveinis ae re peed abe 
picture seemed comparable with that from regular tubes in erence, 


rightness and color rendition. 
isplay is completely f] t i : 
Surface of display is completely flat and is screened into 3,000 rectan "pict i 
containing lenge spselv ie sie ny oo <n cells horizontally by 15 oo age 
scann am that excites the red i 
; are 3,000 electron beams formed by 15 Hobiaohital ih ca easing trgat 2 ta de a ta 


number used in conventional matri ivi 
resulting in 192,000 picture elements on panel. sna, mmatttxY driving method 


A System _uses no shadow mask, and electron beams are Same width as phosphor stripes. 
Signal processing and drive are performed digitally, with red, green and blue electron beams 
operating sequentially. MPU governs fine adjustment of diameter and position of beams. As 
example of precision required in building display, Matsushita notes that new cementing 
technology was developed to evenly and completely adhere alternating 0.1-mm grid electrons to 

- insulating plates. 


é 
4 Brightness of current panels is 


ven as 70 ft. lamberts, compared with about 100 for 
_ Standard picture tube. Contrast ratio is more than 50 vs. 100 for CRT, with more than 64 steps 
_ in gray seale. Horizontal resolution of 10" display is 270 lines, or 2 lines per mm, about same as 
icture tube. Tube draws 7 watts of power, 10" set 70 watts. Company officials said brightness 
contrast can be improved, but as we viewed completely flat picture they seemed perfectly 
‘Adequate. Main difference in picture from that on standard tube was that rectangular cells on 
_ Sereen's face were visible when picture was viewed very close. 
j ae 
__. Matsushita sees new display as eventually suited for computers, videotex, HDTV, ete 
Will be a highlight of Matsushita Pavilion at International Exposition '85, big science fair March 
17-Sept. 16 in Tsukuba, Japan. 


. . . . e 85 
ATARI READIES ANOTHER COMPUTER PRICE CUT: Atari is kicking off round 2 in 19 

ition of home computer price wars by cutting list of 800XL by 17%. Computers carrying 
lower list could start showing up in dealer ads this week. 

L altiats been priced below $100. It's 2nd 

New : ‘ng first time 64K computer has 
or rednetien Te Bee catitnted since Commodore founder 3 paras ae —_ — 
* spp ummer. In Nov. he trimmed price to $119 ee duasoly eR earnings in quarter 
4 H ? : e for i 

ie harently worked, as Commodore put partial blam 


ee, 31 on sales lost to Atari and Coleco Adam computers. 


maj 
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FEBRY 
Atari 800XL is generally available now at discounters for $109, so new as ARV ay 95, NO- 6 

be about $90. Even if new list turns out to be actual selling price, it woulg Teet Pricg * yot- oci 
reduction since 1983 unveiling. Atari, then under Warner Communications, ;,0"°Sent ¢ shou, ore eae TV § 
$240 that summer, boosted price to $280 that fall before it started shippine, duceg ag GE ¥ yitichare Louis 
which had 32K capacity but came equipped with only 16K, was priced at $] 000 yp Oiging a week — of station 

; ? A p a 
in 1979. en tro ne souseek, 
Whether Atari price cut is reaction to Commodore's recent lowering of lis < geted for early 
model 64 by $50 to $150 isn't certain. There's speculation that Tramie] ter ON com, t ing MT 
move to clear out inventory and raise cash to support launch of 800-compatin ate i tng 2 vate serving 
home computers shown at CES last month. While Atari said then that some ~ E Serj af fille dent KPL 
available for immediate delivery, none has shown up in stores yet, and alot Modelg * of indeF orough, mit 
800XL is being offered to them right now. Utors say" Mar pl full- 
“nly oa according 
Warner, meanwhile, took another big step toward bailing out of Atari last week ghere’s still 
to sell controlling interest in coin-op videogame operation to Japan's Name €k by Brag: y-- WITTY 
Games, wasn't included in package of Atari assets sold to Tramiel. Terms eh Unit, 4,8 oe now are a 
weren't disclosed, but Warner said it would retain Atari Adventure, which pete to Nang oreking some ed 
in U.S. Namco is among leading Japanese videogame designers, is best known rs 47 next a. aan 
Atari had home rights to many of company's games, has $1.2 million investment in Namen Ma Woe otady- All 

0, 

There's industry speculation that Warner owes Namco substantial royalties ang that PBS, as net 


will be putting up little, if anything, in cash to close deal. Bally, prime competitor «a 
Games in arcade market, holds unspecified equity interest in Namco and has license Atay 
exclusive U.S. coin-op marketing rights to Namco's games. If Namco takes over Atag ost 


peentually to g¢ 
shoulder from E 


operation, it presumably would move to get those rights back from Ball Game it asked os Co 
. . y- Co . to 
depressed state of coin-op videogame market, and Bally's deemphasis on that business a8 affiliates < 
shouldn't be too tough. » Cf fog 
{ 4 PBS Engin 
TETAS“  ——- = | ¥ iower cost, hig! 
NEC AND SANYO GO VHS IN JAPAN: Sony is losing AT&T and Chemical Bank are discussing pos, (Digital Audio’ 
its last 2 major Beta-only VCR market allies in videotex joint venture. AT&T spokesman said system, accord 
Japan. NEC and Sanyo will offer VHS models there discussions involve possible entry into electronic Mark Richer. | 
next month. financial services, not full-bore videotex. Pairing o half of total —- 
companies, both separately involved in videotex conducted on | 
But Sanyo will uphold position of Pres. Kaoru lue services, has long been rumored (TVD Nov 12 pl6), its members w 
that company will never market own-brand VHS (TVD _ Venture also is expected to include Time Ine. and 
Dec 17 p13), instead will come out with VHS under Bank of America, both in lesser roles. AT&T KPLR-TV 
Fisher label. Units will be made by subsidiary Tokyo manufactures Sceptre videotex terminal and other according to S 
Sanyo, which makes Fisher VHS VCRs sold in U.S. and _ videotex equipment. For Time, it would mean dni Baker. He sai 
Europe. NEC, however, will sell VHS and Beta under go-round in on-sereen text. Company condueted distributors ar 
its own brand, as it started doing in export markets R&D project on full-channel cable teletext but ae 
last spring. Toshiba, which added VHS to Beta line it dropped it in early 1984 after couple years, taking 17-90 ibd mi 
sells in Europe in late 1983 and introduced in Japan more than $30 million loss. Two other major Co from 
last year, still has no announced plan for start of VHS __— corporate combinations are looking at videotex: (1) =A pra ; Pe 
sales in U.S. Trintex, composed of CBS, IBM and Sears. (2) Bey ey 
ty sttaopn and JG ad by 
—— Unnamed group consisting of RCA, Citicorp Co ; 
"Image Translator," modified VCR that will play Penney. Station to ady 
PAL cassettes in color through NTSC TV sets (TVD wae & > every av: 
June 29/81 p12), was featured in exhibit at last Pioneer is producing Laservision Players Sas Set distrit 
month's CES by Instant Replay. Pres. Charles Azar under Hitachi, Marantz, Nippon Cm 
said company is offering modified GE VCRs, with brands. Hitachi and subsidiary mags — One of ¢ 
leader model at $795 list and VHS Hi-Fi version at (Denon) have introduced players on air Dutch — hopes to add 


market, and Marantz Japan, subsidi 


$1,795, through dealers. Sets equipped with Image to 


Translator will record and play back standard NTSC ; arket 
signal, play back PAL in color on NTSC sets and introduce LV players on export a TEAC brands 
record PAL and SECAM in b&w. IR plans to offer makes LV players under Sony an¢ *h© 


modified GE videocassette player for rental market, sale in Japan. 
and Azar said he already has deal with video chain to 
rent player with European cassettes, including British 
music videos, now selling for $14-$15 as result of 
strength of dollar. Instant Replay is at 2951 S. 


Bayshore Dr., 8th floor, Coconut Grove, Fla. 33133, 


une 


JVC ope” 
Ga. 


Distribution notes: Sylvania 
Distributing for parts of Ida., Nev» 
Wyo., replacing Wells Distributing 
regional branch, its 5th, in Noreross, 


Philips, will follow next month. Sansui Pe coneer 


ja te. 
. teak both 


ul tion is creating videocassette demand that 


= FB roe 7 


—oD. 


Ss YD © M' Ove 


———s—(<( Y 


ma teed bo 
Atari ed 


-, says Chinese are committed to buy 1] 
cassettes Dec. 1984-July 1985 from 18 
Kong plants, including one owned by AV. Hong 
Hong *. ped 3 million units here in first 11 months 
Kong ship Chinese apparently are eager customers, 
en. will pay up to $2.80 for 2-hour T-120, 35¢ 
reper’ nan stateside buyers, also have pushed up price 
nor is from 75¢ to $1-$1.05, Rubin claims. That's 
of heap bY name-brand tape standards, but it's 

still pe gh to increase cost of containerload 


He nent by $11,000, he said. 


giliion 


Rubin told us his output goes to duplicators using 


ut 10,000 units a week, mostly for public domain 
Jes retailing in $15-$20 range. Since margins 
0 ady are tight, Rubin thinks prices will start up in 
vest 30 days to absorb his increases, from $3.07 to 
95 per cassette. Rise, he said, is caused entirely 
‘yrival of Chinese, who may have even greater 
impact on other U.S. loaders that lack fallback 
position in Hong Kong. 


(1 AV now produces 180,000 units a month in Fla., 
to squeeze out another 100,000 from 2nd plant, 
yhich will still leave company below 400,000 level it 
had expected to reach this year. Rubin hopes to be 
able to help out some suppliers, at same time claims 
his shipments are booked 45 days in advance. 


Development seems to fit general mood that 

tape prices are firming, largely because major 
manufacturers are sticking to resolve to temper 
capacity increases. Gary Schwartz, national mktg. 
ud sales mgr. of JVC Magnetic Tape Div., expects 
blank tape to be more of seller's market in fall, in 
contrast to last year's "cutthroat competition." He 
suid he sees prices firming up and profits improving 
even though "it may not look like it now... demand is 
list outstripping the industry's ability to produce." 

wartz predicts consumer sales will double this 
year, again in 1986. 


6 Meanwhile, JVC says it had shipping container of 
"1 40 and 200,000 audio cassettes stolen from 
Cal. last week. FBI is investigating. 
—_s— 
vith Atari employes, claiming they were fired 
e- Cause last summer following acquisition of 
lion opeut®® Operation by Jack Tramiel, filed $50. 
dreds 4ss action suit against company on behalf o 
of workers, Action alleges they were 
nuses and job security if they stayed on 
turn Atari's slumping fortunes around. 


es any such promises were made by former 


'rminated by detore takeover and that those 


urrent management were paid off. 
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Sive Thomson G 
‘ roup about $133 
ntegrated Manufacte.? com pany build up its 
and eo & Capacity. Stress wi 
Thomson necqeonents for consumer sisctaet ein 


: € more effective} j 

mports, € ectively agains: 
“i a ee Is part of $28] millien fund 

Companies, eo ee State-owned electronics 


B 
munications cn eee group and 


makers to set up U.K. Slant ‘oreign components 


Video software notes: Distr; 
pa 3,247 copies of gab colors 
; 74 in Sept.-N ov. and at $2 per cassette donated 
3,494 to National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children... Video Retailers Assn., rival of Video 


Software Dealers Assn., is holding first VRA Trad 
Fair May 7-8 at Harrah's, Soles Nev. rine 
space for 75 exhibitors and 800 retailer attendees. 
Details; VRA, 340 Elm Ave., Suite F, Auburn, Cal. 
99603... Low-cost video to go is new marketing 
wrinkle from Video Communications, which is 
offering 10 movie titles for $5.95 each. Catch, if you 
can call it that, is that consumers have to supply own 
new unopened cassette, which they send to VC along 
with $2.95 for handling and return postage. Actual 
cost to consumers of mail-order offer works out to 
$15-$17, depending on what they spent for blanks. 


Russia reportedly seeks to place orders for 
thousands of personal computers, has contacted 
Apple, IBM, Sinclair and other potential suppliers. 
Move follows recent lifting of ban on exports of home 
and small personal computers and peripherals by 
Commerce Dept. in accord with agreement reached 
with other 13 members of Coordinating Committee 
for Multilateral Export Controls, which keeps lid on 
sales of high technology products to East Bloc 
nations. Along with freeing trade on lower powered 
nonmilitary computers, Commerce also is allowing 
shipments of compatible disc drives, printers, 


monitors. 


ics i to be 
in declared electronics industry x 
Bae interest area, making investors eligible 
ir rebates and other state-funded incentives. 
ria art of govt. drive to attract foreign 


ion is p i 
eee in joint ventures with local partners there. 


i triple mon 
te NE ats 
Nov. Company said it was a ae cntgat because 
of reduced quota this year on apan’s exports 
complete VCRs to Europe. 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electr 


These are latest reports 2S 
inéicates information not availa 


onics Companies 


week. Dash 
ts expressed 


obtained during past 
bie at press time. Amoun 


pote loss. 


in dollars. Parentheses ée 
Per 


1 
re waa Dec. 31 a ee 
1983-6 mo. to Dec..3! 19923000 
. to Dec. , 
isa3-atr- to Dec. 31 5,104,000 
Howell 
ght to Dec. 29 713 eee 
1983-year to Dec. 3] 679 edhe 
i9g4-gtr. to Dec. 29 188,859,000 
19g3-gtr. to Dec. 3! 184,199, 
$tal Cities Communications 
ree4-year to Dec. 31 939,722,000 
1983-year to Dec. 31 762,295,000 , 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 3) 259,509,000 pte 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 3! 214,145,000 34,745, 
odore International 
1984-6 ss. 00 Sec. 31 582, 900,000 30, 900,000 
1983-6 mo. to Dec. 3] 640, 700 ,000 74,400,000 
1964-qgtr. to Dec. 3) 338, 700,000 3,200,000 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 3) 431,400,000 50,100,000 
onract 
1984-year to Dec. 31 154,284,000 13,013,000 
1983-year to Dec. 3! 141,136,000 6,985,000 
1984~gtr. to Dec. 3] 37 ,804 ,000 117,000 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 3! 34,772,000 1,853,000 
annett 
1984-53 wk. to Dec. 30 | 1,960,197,000 223,934,000 
1983-52 wk. to Dec. 25 | 1,703,646,000 191,665,000 
1984-14 wk. to Dec. 30 570,084 ,000 74,509,000 
1963-13 wk. to Dec. 25 477,111,000 60,775,000 
night-Ridder Newspaper 
1984~year to Dec. 3] 1,664,679 ,000 140,810,000 
1983-year to Dec. 31 1,471,050,000 119,435,000 
1964-gtr. to Dec. 31 451,679,000 46,184,000 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 3! 408,714,000 | 40,323,000 
vA-Com 
1984-13 wk. to Dec. 29/ 197,404,000 
1983-13 wk. to Dec. 31 168,474,000 
dla General 
1984-year to Dec. 3! 547,661,000 
1983-year to Dec. 3) 507. 784.000 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 31 143, 408,000 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 31 134,608,000 9,101,000 
+ Networks* 
84-year to Dec. 31 109,543,000 j 
1290, 1,907,000 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 3] 34,515,000 4,542,000 
it York Times 
984-year to L 
fe to me OT Soe oes pH 
4-qtr. to Dec. : . , , ’ 
1983-qtr. to Dec + sonra) rehoe 27,564,000 
; 8,116,000 20,905,000 
ribune 
1984-53 wk. to Dec. 
1983-52 wk. to Dac’ 20 | 1224+436,000 | 103,043,000 
ec. 31 | 1,586,526 000 
1984-14 wk. to Dec. 30| '501/437° Hd pide 
1983-13 wk. to Dec. 31| 438°543'ooq | 357268000 
»543,000 | 34,031,000 
RW 
1984-year to Dec. 3] 
1983-year to Dec. 31 21 ag tO 000 266,800,000 
pd to Dec. 31 11°575°300‘009 205 «200 000 
~qtr. to Dec. 3) Orr tbe 600,000 
Notes: * "381,400,000 | 52 /600;000 
es: “Includes 
special charge. special credit. ’Adjusted. After 


d 
unaval lable. Restated. 


“Comparative results 
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Consumer Electronics Personals my ze 


Steven Wozniak, Apple C omputer 
developer of Apple Il, is shifting to gy c ; 
with company, will devote full time tg nating stil 
MBF (My Best Friend) being formed + new ven | 
advanced home video products... James Fy op Ue ZZ 
sa sista Papen bari 2 seni lynn, ; ZT 
James Riesbeck named strategic p} ior . 


j . In : A Fie! 
systems senior vp; Peter Booth appoj,,.> and qhe ied 
America/Asia-Pacif ic vp and asst. gent Latin —————_ 
Robert McKinley named BASF video Prod aa, 
Mgp * 


Burke Mathes, owner of Pacific retaiy | eBRUA 
(formerly Pacific Stereo), assumes post E> Chain 
pres.-COO, replacing Richard Sa . nex 
Marvin Posner resigns as Coleco senior sah groadc’ 
take similar post with unnamed toy compan, Pto 
Richard Leister joins Samsung as PR spe cialis, LICENSE 
David Bean resigns as pres., Pacific Art, Tread P 
Records, will continue as consultant while : Video ; # 
theatrical and home video production venture. 13 em 
Chmn. Michael Nesmith will assume Bean's ,’ d ws 
responsibilities on interim basis... William Foe crating > service- 
ex-HBO, named mktg. dir., CBS Video Clube a 
post... Richard Poirier advanced at WEA” 7A ay 
International to video royalties dir... Mi 1984, 
ex-Ingram Ventures, named pres.-CEO, Art Ue 


Dan Davis, ex-Video Software Dealers Assn. anj 
NARM, rejoins Capitol Records in newly created pj 
of Group Services video distribution & sales vp... 
Jean Satti named program production mer. and Anita 
Rohwer licensor mktg. relations mgr., CBS/Fox  __ 
Videos... Jere Hausfater, ex-K-Tel Entertainment, 
appointed legal affairs vp, Media Home 
Entertainment... Mark Roth promoted to national 
accounts mgr., Metro Video Dist... Temple Elliott. 
promoted to Time-Life Video mkt. development 
mgr.,new post. eee Ruta 


eo 


> = 4 re. 


+ 
ae B 


Tandy and U .K.'s ‘Applies 
launched their joint European computer marketing 
venture on schedule but on smaller scale than plane 
(TVD Dee 24 p13). Venture 4 * "i involves only Tandy’s 

nters, along with20 
m , See Uriginays 
oe 


| 


_Tandy said plan ra 
Problems so it was decided to go ah 
However, Tandy Computer Center: 
venture will be st some ACT A 
Computers and peripherals, a will | 
Shack stores that handle ih ers. 


Le rs. 


ecaul - : 


smaller scale, startup investment in | 
cut to $5.6 million pad $11 million und fist ye™ 
Sales target has been trimmed 60% to $2: wa! 


¥ 


ty 
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0 seast - Cable Consumer Electronics 
»t a ING RULEMAKING PROPOSED: 
0 cf wsE- parcint wing stands in way. Swaps onion PLANS 8mm DECK as possible next step, 
- ural " osed. (P. D 5 longer playing time, stereo. Cameorder appeal 
prs peing Propose? is mainly as camera, not home VCR. (P. 9) 
ideo oMPETITION DEBATE HEATS UP: NCTA TV AND VIDEO IMPORTS 
‘ing CAB es toss darts on defining competition, basic 1984 despite performance lay x6 
rating ~ ice. P- 2) year's final quarter, Commerce figures show. (P. 10) 
ces post RECORD SALES and earnings for INTEGRATION O ; 
; ° eart F COLOR TV R&D and product 
Ww 4 ae experience growth slowdowns in final planned by NAP and N.Y. Philips to Sea avachite 
ia 19 og 4) largest color manufacturing entity. (P. 11) 
ne crs AND P Y-CABLE COMPATIBLE: New survey SANYO MFG. AND PARENT SANYO post improved 
grams, a wtime/Movie Channel. (P. 4) results for fiscal 1984. Polaroid feels videocassette 
and by margin pinch. Emerson earnings. (P. 12) 
se. (gs SUES ‘FAIRNESS IN MEDIA,’ alleging 
sly; : representation in conservative group's proxy 49 STATIONS IN MTS as stereo pace quickens. 
vjeitation. FIM ealls suit 'outrage.' Rep. Crane Boston, Denver, San Antonio, Knoxville open. (P. 13) 
waned FIM spokesman. (P. 5) 
n. and VIDEO WORLD'S FAIR: Japan's Expo '95, opening 
d post yiacOM ENTERING JAPANESE CABLE, signs next month, will heavily emphasize large-screen 
te ments to provide consulting and know-how, video in exhibits. (P. 13) 
Anita participate in new pay-TV service. (P. 6) 
MATSUSHITA CONTINUED as Japan's VCR 
ont, FC EYES DBS STANDARDS RELUCTANTLY, production leader last year, but accounted for 
hs ispes rulemaking on whether it should set any smaller share of industry's total output. (P. 14) 
whnical standards. (P. 7) 
tt Pak VIDEOGAME RED INK still flowing as Warner, CBS, 
SAYLORD GETS BASEBALL OKAY: Commissioner Wells-Gardner and Bally take write-offs. Mattel 
s reoth calls deal in ‘best interest’ of sport. (P. 7) eyeing acquisition of Parker Bros. (P. 19) 
ques Foc STARTS RULEMAKING ON CHANNEL SWAPS: FCC has be wen epee 
ng allowing TV license swaps of channel assignments between oa te sos oor 
anned inconmercial VHFs located in same market. If trades were judged to be im P . 
‘ons without considering 3rd parties. 


andy's FCC would modify TV Table of Allocatt 


i In some cases, intervening parties d channel swaps to fail by applying for newly 

= tervening parties have caused chal o 
TA ae channels, Under current proposal, 3rd parties still would be able to challenge P posed 
puter , but only from public interest standpoint. 
le isi me have 
nly in Roadblock could _be Ashbacker_case, 1945 U.S. Supreme i eat a some 
tat ‘erpreted as saying FCC not award license for newly avallat channel without 

tn de ee t used in 1983 in vre= claim to one 

\dio 8 Comparative hearing. Ashbacker was argumen 
fhe i ion, is a violation of Federal statute 
u's x Use Z id Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without written permission 
n. ), 


—eo rl — 


) Wy Prelj 
i B19, inary figures 


ED INK FLOWS: Golden age of 

e may be long gone, but red ink drain on 

4s eos : reasuries gOes ON, as evidenced by sizable 

» ¥ port writeoffs announced last week. 

eu 

ye er posted 4th-quarter loss of $203.7 million 
warn ing from books the already reduced $150 

astet Se ying value of notes it received from Jack 

or Atari's home game and computer 

and after establishing $75 million reserve for 

posiness ontinued businesses. Casting doubt on 

i Case will indeed be able to pay off notes, 

wpether dq "as result of uncertainties" and inability 

warner = "significant differences" with Atari over 

+o 1250 actually owed, it is taking conservative cash 

mount of accounting for them, will recognize 

pethoe and principle payments when received. 

int 


originally received $240 million in notes 
gene for Atari, cut book value last 
plus is reflect adjustments in sale terms and 
yeu ated real value of notes. Adjustment terms 
= detailed but are believed to be related to 

jlectable accounts receivable picked up by 

tari. ON MOTE positive note, Warner said filmed 

a eainment segment had record operating net of 
713 million for quarter, $150.4 million for year, 


\ fm. y-GAM 


ces ended last direct involvement with 
es, took unspecified "substantial writeoff" 
))) Siotth quarter for quitting international distribution 

4; Coleco videogames. CBS acquired sales rights to 
- al foreign countries except Canada and Japan in 

2, and deal wasn't set to expire until this year's 

_ nd. CBS shut down its own U.S. videogame 
geration at end of 1983. 


Wells-Gardner said it will report loss for 1984 
udclosing quarter. Final period will include $1.49 
ailion pretax writedown of coin-op videogame 

onitor inventory. 


Bally had losses of $114 million for final quarter, 
_ 400 million for year, after $169 million pretax 
“urge for consolidating coin-op videogame business. 
“urge, about $20 million higher than Bally indicated 
pally (TVD Jan 21 p12), covers costs of some 
F “hm areade closings, operating losses and 
s. 


Vide ne on was indication that : eS 

Hie we industry's walking wounded might 

free 98ether. Mattel, profitable now that it has 

q - prectronies, says it's considering bid for 

tting ae P arker parent General Mills said it's 
°y Subsidiaries up for sale (TVD Feb 4 p15). 

—g—— 
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Ty Taiwan Says it was fastest growing major color 
Million, ;-_ last year, with shipments up 33% to 2 
ustrial Development Bureau says 

show Japan's exports increased 


lier Million, while Korean exports rose 4% 


to 25 o 6,4 


wiped by "impressive growth" of Warner Home Video. 
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David 
operat j Croner advanced from RCA Sales mktg. 


anese parent... Martin 
Products as Pane and JVC, joins Sony Consumer 


International fp 


Donald Mcc 
Products Diy, mf 


pres.-COO Succeeding Marshall Butler. 

; A er, who 
hea as chmn.-CEO... William Rowe, ex-Zenith 
avelant ie ECG as color tube design mgr... Mark — 

é promoted at Agfa-Gevaert M i 
Div. to national sales a ap sige a 


Changes at Vestron Video: Kathy Callahan 
promoted to national mktg. mgr., new post; Marilyn 
Di Girolamo named administrative dir.; Ruth Cisero 
appointed production mgr., Rita Chiapetta advanced 
to corporate finance mgr... John Goldhammer 
promoted at Paramount Domestic TV & Video 
Programming to programming exec. vp... Ada 
Goldberg appointed business affairs dir., Playboy 
Video Corp... Ronald Gell, ex-Atlantic Records, joins 
Sony Video Software Operations as royalty 
administrator... Robin Olson named Embassy Home 
Entertainment mktg. services mgr.; Denise 
Nakashima advanced to senior creative services 
coordinator... Tan Ju Seng named East Asia and 
Australasia antipiracy counsel, Motion Picture Export 
Assn. of America. 

ee 


Ad notes: Pioneer Electronics seeks new agency 
for $9 million audio account following split with 
Chiat/Day... Clinton Electronics appoints Howard 
Monk & Assoc., replacing Cummings... AT&T 
consolidates all consumer products into $50 million 
account at N.W. Ayer, which has been handling 
residential phones... RCA/Columbia Pictures 
International Video appoints SSC&B... Computer 
Entertainment is new name of Electronic Games 


magazine. 


Obitua 

eade Brunet, 90, former vp and managing dir., 
0A dapat: died Feb. 10 in Mendham, N.J., 
after brief illness. He retired from RCA in 1966 
after 44 years in capacities including Chicago district 
megr., Engineering Products Dept. mgr., vp of RCA 
Miz, Co., vp in charge of Washington Sales Office, 
assuming International post in 1946, becoming staff 
vp-RCA Sales & Services in 1957. He is survived by 


wife, son. 
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Electronic pets are just beginning of inn _ §SS PLANS DIVE 
MPU-controlled toys on way from Axlon, acconig _ transmitting WT 
to founder Nolan Bushnell, ie N.Y. last week at Ty 4 DBS, programm} 
Fair. "We are just seeing the beginning of toystm 
think for themselves," Bushnell told us. "We haves ; Tai seating 
number of things in the works,” now practical = a 
because declining semiconductor pricing has mae § pey_cio STEP: 
use of MPUs in toys cost effective, he said. Hel and brewery opr 
he has put together sophisticated engineering tel! gains ally in lab 
Axlon's Sunnyvale, Cal. hq, drawing some from At 
which he founded. But moving Axlon into comput 


“STORER BACK 


or videogame areas isn't in cards: "I've alreadyii# © MSO reports pr 
that." At top of Axlon line are Petsters, plushd0e 

and cats that move around room on command® = FEG NEXT 
claps), purr or growl when scratched, will sell fo 


_ Gourt," FCC 
; a Di 1 entary 
American Le 
on Feb. 18 & 


under $100 (TVD Jan 21 p12). Radio-controllt ; 
versions will go for about $40. A.G. Bear,‘ 
teddy that growls, will be about $45. Axion his 
Picked up home rights to robots developed by whe? 
Androbot, company Bushnell founded but ast ew 
Management decided to concentrate 00 0" ws tae aie 
applications. Top of line is $120 Andy, — fore sti 
instructions from computers. Others af ke ee Soa 
age ammable at $40 and radio-controlled “ hh | 
. _ for ‘ 


co Law agencies confiscated $78 millie® 7 
unterfeit and pirate copies of video we 


recordings and pr ent 
according to “Ante ipna equipm 
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4 is wESTMORELAND'S NEXT ARENA: Fairness 


: PICTURE T 
Cc ; : ; UBE PRI _4° ae 
ee plait acai oe % AL Se documentary still increase in glass. Mie weante oe ay al t 
end ne wil Pp of 19-25" sets in toughly competitive market. (P. 10) 


IDE HDTV production standard to be JAPA 
WO SMPTE. is expected to prefermeogvechiveianan N PRODUCED 27.1 MILLION VCRs last year, 


! PTE : ported nearly 22.1 million, with more than half 
a 60 fields, 5.33:1 aspect ratio. (P. 3) going to U.S. Color exports also up. (P. 10) 


T OFFICERS at annual retreat in 19 
7A TO ELEC t 85 PROJECTION TV forecast by USPL 
4 Allen expected to repeat as chmn. with Strange of 245,000 units, 75% rear tis uate 
ee vice chmn. (P. 4) than 22 brand names. (P. 11) 
1A CONTACTS on ABC WORLD illion i 
KINNEY SPURNS Cc I VCR POPULATION topped 66 million in 
mC ess complaint, tells spy agency to stick to 1984, could hit 100 million toy according to 


formal procedures. Reconsideration to be bucked to Study by MPEAA. (P. 13) 
commission. (P. 5) 


ZENITH'S TV & VCR SALES topped $1 billion on 


‘ sss PLANS DIVERSIFICATION from just record unit volume last year, but earnings from 
= transmitting WTBS Atlanta into more cable systems, consumer electronics were down. (P. 14) 
ng gramming. (P. 6) 
oy DBS, pro - ELECTRONICS TRADE DEFICIT of $6.8 billion last 
at CABLE EMPLOYMENT GREW 6.4% in 1984, FCC year was keyed by VCR imports. (P. 14) 
“a evs in counting 3,775 new jobs at system level. (P. 6) 
sy SAP SELLS SETS, Conn. retail chain finds, as 
AFL-CIO STEPS INTO AD BAN FIGHT: Broadcast 2-channel sound goes commercial. New stereo 
uid and brewery opposition to TV-radio alcohol ad ban stations in San Francisco, Sacramento. (P. 15) 
n at : ‘ izations. (P. 8) 
ari, sg ee ae CERTRON'S LOSS IN 1984 attributed to ‘nities 
4 , 4 ‘ ; i i : al report Oo 
‘a STORER BACK IN BLACK: For first time in 2 years, _ videocassettes in company's annu . 
ne ~-MsO reports profitable quarter. (P. 8) video provided all of sales increase. (P. 15) 
; 4 . . 
FCC NEXT ARENA IN CBS-WESTMORELAND FIGHT: "They're going to get ae = 
- court," FCC official told us last week of fairness complaint filed Jan. 19, — agains ine 
documentary "The Uncounted Enemy: A Vietnam Deception. A cere mae, Staak | 
_ American Legal Foundation, is expected to be pushed since retired Gen. 
Feb. 18 dropped his $120 million libel suit against CBS. 
. 
; Ze : been put on "front burner’; 
E Now that libel suit has been dismissed, complaint at FCC has P St ites ‘by'tapucten 
ts Bafa sa 8 a ae ake decision, we're told, and ac 
Staff will step aside and let full Commission make , 


withj wos written recommending that 
mthin next couple weeks. In fact, staff decision ae pat: having any impact on 


Complaint be dismi but was put on hold as , t "we're waiting 
Westmoreland Bete sete MeDonald, gen. counsel of aro esd of CBS. 
for a staff ruling" and that Foundation "might be satisfied with 4 P 


ge 
ission, is av eral statute 
without written permission, IS a violation of Federal s 
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2 so were UP 
erating Psi era bt net 


half. 
decoders in 1984 


Sales of computer prod 


to $472 million, jum 9.7% for year to 


0, 
$182 million, but 4th-quarter volume was down 24.2% 


wan, which suffered $25 


Meanwhile, Zenith Tai 
hrome terminal 


million in damage t 
subassembly invent o' 
New Year's Eve fire 
business but operations 
workers are now on job 
resumed. Return to full 
awaits delivery of precisio 


ompany’s 1,700 
and some production has been 
-scale operation, which 

n test gear, is expected 

fer some deliveries, and 
impact of that is expected to be reflected in results 
for first quarter this year. 


Thomson-Brandt of France had consumer 
electronics sales of $2.3 billion but lost $22 million 
on that business last year. Company said its German 
subsidiaries, Dual, Nordmende, Saba and Telefunken, 
accounted for 21.5% of volume and operated at 


_ _ Grundig of Germany posted loss of $86.4 million 
in fiscal year to April 30, although sales rose 9.5% to 
$920 million, Issuance of results was delayed because 
of dispute over valuation of high color TV and ¥2000 
VCR inventories inherited by Philips when it took 
over management control last year. To help cut 
Costs, company plans to la : 
at plants in France, Italy 
considering closing large 


y off up to 7,000 workers 
Spain and Portugal and is 
color factory in Vienna, 


Williams Electronics is limiti 
production to pinball and te 
new policy that shufflebo 
irrevocable ord 


ard units und, 
requires receipt of sufficient = 


rs before output of any new game is 
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; ort for year to Sept. 30. t 4 
started, according ior million operating loss from v 
an ‘as sales fell 73.3% to $18.1 
as rom home computer and 
$734,000 from $16.7 


a arinistrati 
irmed administrative rulin 
ms reaff! art of TV kits are . 
r tu than 15% assessed against 
e at 5%, Fart (TVD Dee 10 plO). That 
a bor union members of COMPACT to 
clears W3Y ¥ h Court of International Trade. 
file anger) ending incomplete TV aan ae bei 
Unions, a oid high duty payments aoe S, ad asked 
used to to review matter in hope 0 7 tubes 
Customs arately from other TV parts. Last year, 
dutiable sep 7 ive kits were pete eed 19.3% 
those, 502,300 were rom Mexico, 
from 1983. Pe i mol Japan ard Singapore. Only 
; mporter now is Matsushita Industrial, 
pe nic and Quasar color sets, but 
2 .S. color assembl 
: gn owned U S. color y 
slants ten follow suit, thus cutting sharply into 


domestic color tube sales. 


i st auditor Coopers & Lybrand has been 
evant it oy, state court by 11 computer and toy 
companies that claim they relied on misleading 
financial information 1n granting eredit to ae 
bankrupt Portland, Ore. distributor. Action or $19.7 
million in damages, in which defunct distributor 
Northern Specialty Sales also is named as defendant, 
says that was amount they extended in 1983 after 


y.s. custo 


Among parties to suit: Milton Bradley, Coleco, 
Commodore, Mattel, Parker Bros., Tomy. 


U.S. had worldwide deficit in electronics trade 
for first time last year, posting imbalance of $6.8 
billion, according to Commerce. Agency said surge 
in imports of VCRs and other consumer electronics 
was major cause but cited $2.8 billion deficit in 
import-export balance of semiconductors and other 
electronic parts as well as decline in computer 
exports. In trade with Japan, electronics deficit in 
trade was $15.4 billion. Overall total will nearly 
double to $12 billion this year unless Japan and other 
major trading partners move to lift barriers i 
high-tech electronics imports, according to American 
Electronics Assn. It predicted electronics trade 


imbalance with Japan will rise to $20 billion this ye 


a. on blank video and audio cassettes, with 
eres ue used to compensate copyright owners for 
i is we programs, is endorsed in U.K. by govt. 
a n Paper that invites discussion of issue, $ 
a utory limit of 5% on retail price of jered 
Y eerie 10% on audio. Proposal is consi 
east 2 years from becoming law. 


wz 
no. 8 
yok 25, 
ot It 9 setts: SS nein SAP. ral 
u e 
S1g.pm 4) A, . week a audio program in muleiabedee 
sand To nc75), and the Ch. 61 independent probably is 
316.7 oun ration to use it commercially. 
iC-TV aired first SAP-only commercial, 
‘Uling Wet same time as program material was on 
e easied jugged Bernie's, 6-outlet retail TV chain 
St ip, ItP MTS sets (RCA, Quasar, Sony, Sylvania, 
it pest IC-TV Pres. Arnold Chase said SAP will 
CT to Jered for aural program guide, news, weather 
vepetins ete., in addition to bilingual sound. 

e be; ; 
| askert yilton Rosenberg, who heads Bernie's, exulted 
bes milto” ities of MTS, said there was great 
year ver gr ‘t in his stores. "The biggest change since 
19.39 ipteres e said -- "this makes everything else 
0, a color te." He said SAP seems to be as important as 
nly obs0 : in selling MTS sets. He currently has 17 MTS 
= s models on floor, forecast this would triple before 
“Ss but a of summer 
mb] ens 
) y with WTIC-TV starting bilingual daytime 

peogramming, Bernie's is running Spanish language ad 

‘, Hartford Courant, offering 19" Quasar nonstereo 
; siP table model at $269, expects to sell all 250 in 

toy stock. 

New stereo starters last week include KRBK-TV 
$19.7 ento and KTZO San Francisco, independents. 
: rhis brings known MTS stations to 19 (we have 
d. | sated WIXX Waterbury, Conn. from our list 

ant, elimina Y = : , 
er since there's no evidence it's equipped for MTS). 
assets ; 
when Production and test equipment for MTS sets is 
pecoming increasingly available. Modulation 
seiences, Brooklyn, last week announced precision TV 
fter | gereo decoder capable of being calibrated for testing 
encoders and aligning receivers. It's being offered to 
| ‘stations and set makers at $4,750, delivery in 
dune. 
— 
ade  Autosound market of $2.2 billion this year will 
8  beabout evenly divided between factory-dealer and 
rge _ tlermarket installations, but aftermarket will 
ics | “count for less than 50% of business next year for 
| fist time since 1978, according to study by Venture 
her _ Yrelopment Corp. It shows stereo system sales for 
. en will grow at average annual 11% rate to 
in ae billion by 1990, while aftermarket rises at 9.4% 
| y to $1.6 billion, Details; VDC, One Apple Hill, 
ther _litick, Mass. 01760. 
nst : 
rican . Simiconductor duties will be eliminated in Japan 
fist neq March 1 under final terms of agreement 
year 49% ice at end of 1983. Current duty rate is 
“cover ee has proposed agreement be expanded to 
) €r products in microelectronics sector. 
4 Chinen 
Showbig ne? videogames are being cut back at 103 
ests top a Palaces and replaced by skiball, 
a locations Noneed other games. Company says 
sped increased b 8 have tested new format reported 


ness, 
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IDEO BEHIND CERTRON'S 


year to Oct ae of $200,000 
annual report f (TVD Jan 21 p13), company showed i 
$89,000 operatin, year to Oct. 31. Certron had _ : 
In fiscal 1984 Rs loss from magnetic media product: 
million, with ari oeuch sales were up 22% to $16.7 7 
Videocassettes ti rise provided by $4.8 million from 
ne not added until end of fiscal 1983. 


LOSS: Videocassettes 
loss Certron posted in 


Ce 'S i 
volinid? bate 'mported videocassettes provided 
oath aks A a didn 't help bottom line. Company 
digas ee it margin on video was just 14.5% 
ontigatee | age of 20% for audio cassettes and 
indibeaasd ee and that videocassettes directly 
iit Singh €s and overhead costs by $371,000 and 
fortants res by $76,000. Certron said it was 
Salita videocassettes at reduced prices from 

0 opening fiscal 1985 quarter because 


inventory bui 
forecasts, uilt up when customer orders didn't meet 


Company says audio 
. ays cassette sales were down 
es % to $11 million because of reduced demand for 
rt er performance cassettes and tape pancakes. 

y Sales rise came in computer discs, up 283.5% to 


$882,000 


While Certon announced last month only that i 
was moving all audio cassette production to Far East 
report states it has sold audio tape coating equipment 
and technology to company being set up in China that 
will supply Certron's Hong Kong cassette loading 
contractors from there. Arrangement, Certron said 
will allow it to buy tape for less than current 
production costs and will provide royalties. 

—— 

New videocassette anticopy system developed 
by Macrovision, San Jose, Cal. has been shown to 
studios by duplicator Bell & Howell/Columbia 
Pictures Video Services. It's intended to stop casual 
VCR-to-VCR copying by retailers and consumers, 
isn't aimed at commercial pirates. While details are 
still secret, understanding is that recorded cassettes 
include signal that confuses VCR's automatic gain 
control (AGC). VCR essentially is fooled into 
believing that level of signal being recorded is higher 
than it should be, lowers AGC to correct. Result is 
copy with such low signal level that it's unwatchable. 


Sampo moves corporate hq May 1 to TV and 
microwave oven assembly plant in Norcross, Ga. 
Shift is first step in long-range plan that calls for 
broadening U.S. product line, expanding plant on 
Sampo's 23-acre Ga. site and constructing new 
facilities. Being moved to Ga. a s sales, 

arketing, product planning, credit anc 
meer e operations. Current hq in Elk Grove 
Village, Il. will function as midwest sales office. 


9 China through ITT, which handles them in 
Europe. Kloss Pres. Henry Kloss said shipments were 
in “modest quantities.” At one point, he visited 
China to discuss proposal to build projection tube 


plant there. 


exported t 


| Porat 
3 42.24 000 
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dec 3 07,732 
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327,208,000 
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2 tons Systess 
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ge4-6 < 3 


er tage Commun tcat tons 178,788,000 
to Dec- v ‘ ; 
/ pom to Dec _ popped 
eat. to Dec. 3! 30, 474,000 
7 to dec. 31 1,651 ,242,000 
meer to Bec. 3) | 1,584,539,000 
iypsgtr. to Dec. 3! 496,951,000 
yoaa-gtr. to Dec. 37 395,424,000 
Ktorer Communications 
j904-year to Dec. 31 536,824,000 
ead-year to Dec. 31 458,871,000 
ree4-gtr. to Dec. 3! 147,592,000 
i9R}-ctr. to dec. 3) 127,753,000 


Androbot 
; is for sale. Company, which stole 


i ushnell. 


n company decided t 
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gnaw a= tae 
uki Maeda, former NEC (J, 


: ‘ Pp 

upport Office senior enp; é 
producti EC Home Electronics ( Usy Ng nt 
aie lant being constructed ip Mand e, 

of co purton prosser, former RCA Can, 4.7%o er, 
named San Francisco bray. 2" Sal 


C We 
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Po te 
Operations ceph Clayton, now RCA 5 ch vp 
ales «) 

replac  perations vp... Manfred Schmidt po". 
Thomson-Brandt to CEO of German Subsidi nn, 
Telefunken, succeeding i Stoffels who ‘a 4985 
with other top MIRISECEE members, resign Ong AR CH 4, 
Nov. in policy elie Wilhelm Kahe| names! lag M 
domestic sales chief. ae ; 

. prod ——— 

Mike Neighbours promoted at Mura ¢, 

Martin Homlish, now Sony General Audio p, “tity ee Fe 
Dept. national sales mgr... Marty Feinberg, Cont procedures: 
pres., adds sales responsibilities of Vp Stey, ; Mejia — 
resigned in wake of plan to close El Monte, Cal roc P aA of ¢ 
office and consolidate all operations in NY. plan is P 


Deborah McAlister joins Radio Shack as pp RANC 
James Barry resigns as Dealerscope editor one Cc ABLE F 


ublisher March 1 to form PR and research have { 
prganization Barry Corporate Communications. he cane mae 
continue with Dealerscope as consultant. 2, CAPPS IN RAC 


Snider; Turner 


Alfred Markim, pres. of Video Corp. of Amo, 
named pres.-CEO, VCA Technicolor, subsidj «un 


MacAndrews & Forbes Group that operates VC, nj NCTA BOARD 
Technicolor Videocassette; Arthur Ryan electey | ™ expand board, | 
chmn... James Lopes advanced to vp-gen. counge, 

CBS/Fox Video... Melvin Edelstein, ex-MGMjj,_ CABLE EEO R 


implement mir 


Entertainment, appointed acquisitions vp, Video 
new cable law. 


Latino, foreign language home videocassette 
marketer co-founded by tape industry veterans ining 


Katz and Russell Greene... William Simon, COX DROPS F 
ex-Triskelion Entertainment, joins Heron after indictme 
Communications as asst. to pres.; Philip Callaghan, — 

ex-Heron International, appointed finance and HBO SELLING 
administration vp of subsidiary Media Home operators dist 


Entertainment... Mort Brofman named pres., Sound 


Video Unlimited. HDTV PROPC 


by SMPTE, fa 


TURNER Q) 
at | 


Nobuo Noguchi appointed gen. mgr. of 
Shochiku-CBS/F ox, oa Cages “rea video joint 
venture... Steve Ayres, ex-MGM/UA Home Video 
(U.K.), joins Embassy Home Entertainment as U.K. 
managing dir., replacing Jim Howell, promoted '? 
vp-Europe... Richard Bailey, ex-AT&T, joins 
Mycro-Tek as mktg. vp... Stanley Frank, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica exec. vp, named pres: 
oe Computer software unit, Britannica Le 


i—] 
—s 


—]——— 
a ante 
Aug: Convention of Video Software age are Claim 
e in Washington after all. VSDA was Fes Hl 


over inadequate exhibit t Sheraton washing ° 
SAS had been considering shift to Las Veg av 
NearieL™ It has picked up additional se%® 
interes says show can now handle 

ed exhibitors and up to 4,000 reeist™™ 


: -Ublished 
~~ eft Cte Hinkat 
a | | 2 | 
Ps ; 
g mer. \@Z 
ough” for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Electronics ® 
es : 
ba With 
ee Consumer Electronics 
10teg 2 - 
985 
in 44,1 SUMMARY-INDEX 4 
i tea. yan OF WEEK's NEWs VOL. 25, NO. 9 
le C 
: ghee = R OF CBS: Sends —Snstmer Electronics 
OVE Bee vc 
aLKS TAKE A : R SALES For ; 
er yer TALT” 4 visit commissioners to discuss D2G 6 ny ECASTS raised by m: 
eeding an Tomer denies CBS is target. (P. 1) > million to 10-11 million. (P10) ™ 
ucts , RCA OPTIMIST 
indi al f oAeP A RING CE Oe Congress. See Video eed vite wearin in 2nd 
° . u * re ra} i s = 
al. Sales fe part of O : af €s due in May. 35" tube explored. ne 26 
' ISING HIT by U.S. Appeals Court co 
ner... cABl ain peli to poles. First Amendment $300 at N crete ae el = acim 
id ing ° i t. (P. 5) RE PCa ys s, but Col 
”~ ay have great impac official liquidation hasn't started ct Shae aa 
IS; he’ ACE FOR NAB CHMN., challenging PHILIPS' INT : : 
r oN Snider. Dille, Price vie to succeed won't affect mater, is Pacceas 
merica, Br Turner unopposed for TV chmn. (P. 5) marketing operations, Johnstone says. (P. 13) 
ry of Dp RESTRUCTURING proposed to MATSUSHITA POST i i 
: tA BOAR ED record consolidated results in 
A and Yi board guarantee seats for top 10 MSOs. (P.6) 1984. VCR sales rose 24%. Pioneer showed loss in 
ted first quarter. Audio sales down. (P. 13) 
insel, ant EEO RULEMAKING ADOPTED: FCC acts to 
oe A ggement minority and female employment goals in SANYO'S 3" FLAT COLOR tube uses beam-index 
20 Eo cable law. (P. 6) principle, makes possible set less than 2” thick, is due 
ew for Japan sale this fall in $385 TV. (P. 14) 
S Irving § sox DROPS PLAYBOY CHANNEL in 3 Va. systems 
| ‘vrindictment for obscenity. (P. 7) antes TRADE relations deteriorating as talks 
o open Japan's market stagnate. U.S. surcharge on 
ghan, 0SELLING TO SMATV in switch that lets cable Japan's exports threatened. (P. 14) 
‘entors distribute HBO, Cinemax to SMATV. (P. 7) 
| COLOR TELEVISION IMPORTS easily set record in 
ound WIV PROPOSALS for world teleproduction outlined 1984 despite a slump in shipments for the final 
_ | SMPTE, favoring progressive scan. (P. 8) month. (P. 15) 
int NER QUERIES FCC ABOUT CBS TAKEOVER BID: Ex-FCC Chmn. Charles Ferris made 
leo mnds at FCC last week, calling on commissioners on behalf of Turner Bestg. and ie: 
JK. tions about procedures to be followed in unfriendly attempt to he i ie sea per of 
EO ae ®. He canceled scheduled meeting March 1 with Roy Stewart, ce 2 ay oie aot of tis 
= Media Bureau, which would handle applications that might be file 
. fae leaked into press. 
ng rie: | -mself reportedly was out of 
y er himse Pp : ; 
ig ae "no_comment” Feb. 28, next “ay E eed statement saying Ferris “this 
, couldn't be reached for comment) released prep dures.” But 


asso. | 

Ou. ou: : 
oe ; me High FCC officials disagreed, said 
rvD 


- = 


W : 
ry te general inquiries at the FCC concerning 


laimed inquiries " j ture i 
quiries "were general in na pis wis Sa entioned specif 
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it do 
"it only takes $3 40 off the cost" of recorder to strip 
os at least one bell and one whis le. Sa ellen. ber competi 
dy this year, put when it comes ‘He forecast VHS I le" with Am aim 
Super VHS won t be sn d assette market, said Sauter. 4 Coceat 3 1i~Fj Would gcc? ton 
existing VHS becaus” af Sees underscore this, RCA Estrodues ag priced VHS Hi~p; ops > 
t off ground this yor" a pea under $800" (see report elsewhere — issue). Sauter saig phy gutli 
recorder to date, designed to miles if they neglect VCR accessory mar et -- head cleane . wo oss 
alers are missing ' rtant $ ‘og -- generally sold at list price. By 1937,” _ Br 
dealers d camera eases, batteries 1 87 h , 
dust covers, cassette and © il lume of VCRs themselves. »he «wh 
predicted accessory sales will approach do"ar a sawie 
: 't . j i wor I 
/ - : 3.5-4% -- "an improvement, but it doesn't oj . 
On color tube rices. he said RCA 1s U a a said new square-cornered bedoda Slve ug 
what we'd like in profit’ (TVD Feb 25 plo). | ne castor vest of _ Present 
rtunity for better profits, forecast no erosion of their P ; or year "because 
no sold out." RCA now makes about 60% of its own glass requirements in Circleville, 9 
plant. 
asn't in sight this year, estimated that Sap 


As for multichannel sound he said single chip w ; t 
alone (nonstereo) adds about $7 to cost of set, stereo being higher. As for DBS receivers 
"that 's not a line we have any immediate plan to offer." " 

d Coleco Adam home computer 


ADAM COMPUTERS BEING DUMPED AT 
N.Y. market last week at predicted price, but not in expected outlets, 


systems popped up 
including keyboard console, tape drive and printer, is being offered at 


Complete system, 
$299.94, or just where we pegged it (TVD Feb 4 p12) -- but chain handling it is Toys R Us. 


Closeout price is just half of Adam system's original $600 list, and 57% | 

: ess than 

wa price hike at end of 1983. Last fall, Coleco effectively cut tt back ae 

bs a +“ software package to dealers. But $299.94 may not be rock bottom. To ty 

_ e ” — as “our new everyday low price,” so presumably it has room to el al 

corp sal: nye re re of yiiee i outlets told us that only complete |edit 
tock a ew of no plan to off i “a 

Colecovision videogame console upgrade to compa ae ee 


But Adam story is far from : 

offi , — " = : over. Toys R Us isn't " oh De + * r ’ 

cial year-long liquidation of Adam hardware and cee acc by nC i —_ en 
Pitta inert e y Coleco last 7 

such m 


Jan. when it said it was pullin ' 
retailer still ; pulling Adam's plug (TVD Jan 7 p8). 
Speculation oa identity ba market WOKS) ae oxnniag He ere ee grea told us that — 
ee reneny fooa Mattel at on Odd-Lot Trading, which bongs next few weeks 
Coleco, Mattel and others attel and has handled game et hcceute tor set —— 
. a ia or Activision, World j 
Paal We : 7 | ‘ 


computer line b ; 
ya i 
Geltzer & Co. for ek ge Ted Bates as ad agenoy¥6r ts i igo) launch of new ' 
estimated $80 milliosi f' 
80 million account, naming 


offerings also i $200 my 
; 0 include Commodore’ ong With peripherals at befon both Montg 7 4 Bie 
9 at before-cut prices. Ward compute? | © 2 


, page of E : portabl 00, Epson G Zenith 
Pson printers, Ward wit pes els on Geneva LCD portable at $995, 

0 lines are described els : this 

elsewhere in 1 


~ 
Sei 
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| 


TO PHILIPS: There will be no 
amatic change resulting from folding 
r electronics operations of North 
and Holland's N.V. Philips, 


thet © 


ilips 
an Pn NAP Consumer Electronics Pres. Donald 


L 
: pcording start of long-range plan to integrate 
jonnstOne dwide consumer electronics interests 
pili ed recently in N.Y. by NAP Chmn. Cees 
; vi 55 (TVD Feb 18 p10). 
- at it really means is coordinating our 
Wi effort more. We've always done that to a 
yoridwl t in the past we went our own ways and for 


Cc 


5 jeprees ons,” Johnstone said. But "if you are going 
t good ; healthy player in this game you have to be 

e ood ass. We are going to start doing what many 
) wipe felt we could do but never have." 


asic independent relationship NAP has always 
with Philips apparently will remain. "We are 


P sing t0 integrate where it makes good sense, and 
3, rnetimes it won't,” Johnstone said. NAPCE will 
voggtinue to have engineering and manufacturing 
nsibilities here,” as well as sales and marketing. 
rr nye are mutually going to work a lot harder together 
3. tp combine their strength in technology with our 
it grength in delivering in the American marketplace. 
"One of the major jobs ahead of me isto make 
k are we leverage on Philips’ technological strengths," 
Joastone said. "We have to use that to our fullest 
"y © sivantage because only worldwide players will 
Js ~ garvive.” 
nm 
1S For present at least, NAPCE won't be involved 
of in physical consolidation of manufacturing facilities. 
Johnstone told us there are no plans in the works for 
_MAPCE to souree from other Philips plants any of 
lo oducts it now makes. But, he noted, "we always 
ot: uve to have worldwide equivalency in cost," so some 
i } %tmove down road can't be totally ruled out. 
) = 
" ons 
‘s. | Philips's world program to improve efficiencies, 
nd t = costs and speed up new product f low through 
yn, a thint integration is being directed by Hans Tuyt, 
ni m x Consumer Electronics Products Div., ereated 
tw Sena 9 merger of formerly independent video 
srs “Video, 0 units (TVD Dec 24 p18). Tuyt was head of 
i,” 7 i 
e I res Tide integration is considered top 
t - Where Phil er progress is being made in audio, area 
ste Fags, lips has total manufacturing control, 


pal single ering of parts and designs among factories 


ing Xudio ataee in works is broad new line of hi-fi and 
here Under Me much of which will start showing up 
agnavox name in 1986. 
10g me can 
FL foggKDtak's 


lormation 0 latest electronics expansion effort is 
AS Opy, ee Physics as arm of Eastman 
Said ified ¢ eta will manufacture and market 
Beta wii P&S Of electronics components. Kodak 


Wi HA 
any ast azt hiring late this year, is expected 


Out 80 employes during first few years- 
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MATSUSHITA R i 


record aa Sta aes Matsushita reported 


ted result ‘is 
as net p : = ults for fiscal 1¢ 
financial tabl:y a 18.3% revenue Pitas ne 
world economic ompany said that while uncertai 
difficult, it on cotitions make forecasting 
9.7% to $1.03 Cts earnings increase of no less than 


4 billion : - 
19.7 billion in eae rise of at least 5.9% to 


M i ; 

ga oe said total video equipment sales for 
beasetace ee ae / to $7.08 billion, paced by 24% 
theoreti Rs to $5.32 billion. Sales of TVs and 
ee ‘J prpaiets gained 10.2% to $1.73 billion. 
etinaek ess segment increase came in electronic 
rr ts and parts, up 40.8% to $2.22 billion. 
wate ae sales were off 0.4% to $1.96 billion 
act as ume in communication and industrial : 
ee rose 31.7% to $3.21 billion. Matsushita 
‘ Sales in Japan rose 14.3% to $9.96 billion 

verseas volume was up 23% to $9.38 billion. - 


Pioneer had increased sales of video pr i 
opening quarter to Dee. 1, but rise was ines % 
offset by continued softness in home audio, and 
company had $899,400 loss for period, against profit 
of $12.1 million in same year-earlier quarter. 
Pioneer said total sales were off 1.7% to $324.9 
million because of 13.2% drop in home audio to 
$123.2 million. Sales of disc players, discs and other 
video equipment rose 14.2% to $63.3 million, car 
audio volume edged up 0.9% to $113.1 million and 
other products had 21.1% rise to $25.2 million. 


American Home Video, now operating 203 
Videoconcepts stores in 30 states, had sales of $62.9 
million in 2nd quarter ended Jan. 26, up 15% from 
same year-earlier period, according to parent Jack 
Eckerd Corp. Operating profits jumped 16.7% to $1.4 
million. Sales for outlets operating more than year 
were up just 4.5%. 


Williams Electronics continued to feel impact of 
soft market for arcade game in first quarter to Dec. 
31. Company sales were off 18.3% to $11.5 million. 
Loss for period was trimmed to $2.1 million from 


$3.2 million through cost cutting. 
———- 


Relaxed antitrust guidelines that now prohibit 
merger or stock acquisition transactions that have 
potential for reducing aac or oo ‘e 

ly in an industry are being rec 
cattieceet: Dept. said easing of rules would benefit 
ing hard hit by import 
to combine resources 
ciency. Commerce said such merger 
d reduce need for companies to 

import restrictions, pointed out 
1] would be free to break up any 


Justice Dept. sti bi 
caaiiies that result in reduced competition. 


i icked up in 1985 
crowave oven shipments picke 

nae they left off in 1984, setting reco AH - 
reports Jan. shipments by domestic producers an 
importers were up 25.5% to 858,200. 


4, 19a, . Dec. was all-around sluggish 
ty meoRT “ts though last year's newcomer 
1 eg -1 iP w Dec. 1983 figures easy to beat, 
her o Hn fou ters continued to ride wave of 
lt in go pone enf-sereen b&w, Commerce figures 
Ang ea a 
i tei ts were down 31.8% (TVD 
last . eral! months a Saiies were steep enough to 
Pee 1g pl0)- total from breaking 3 million mark 
a Jjap3” me below 6 nay eS but aes Ss ee 
4 Ko rd from single country. 
5 Geet totals by country for 
import to y country fo 
— pollowing - ok color set vs. chassis & 
_ sod full i ‘yen for countries supplying 
7 ekdOwn ties of incomplete receivers for 
Utes stiri: 
kio 1 Total TV 
nest Month %chg. 12Months %chg. 
nm of 
w 154,900 -11.1 2,906,600 +63.4 
: mil 196"300 «= --23.8 «2,168,500 +59.2 
duty Ck: 43,600  +39.8 738,100 +77.0 
ed peo 
| any cs... 202,000  -36.2 3,674,600 +13.5 
we 125000 - 4.8 1,627,600 +47.1 
Pose ff. 77,000 © -58.5 2,046,900 - 4.0 
Win)... 343,700 -31.0 5,858,000 +34..8 
. lor... 142,200 -34.1 2,269,300 +29.7 
n't S..... 201,500 -28.8 3,588,700 +38.3 
i i... 41,600 -25.7 652,800 - 2.2 
TE bie... 41,600. -25.7 648,500. + 0.4 
. es — 4,300 -80.0 
14,000 27:6. .210, 700. cnx 25 
; 14,200 -26.5 199,600 +24.3 
ee) Pattie - omy 11,200 -79.9 
og? 24,200 +164.6 208,100 +215.0 
and 20,000 +308.2 182,100 +342.2 
n 4,200 -0.6 26,000 + 4.5 
is 
! 1,900 -61.5 100,400 +13.8 
ork Complete Color 
on Blinn 115.400 -31.1 1,386,000 +46.5 
of Bly = '14,700 - 9.8 1,407,000 +32.4 
79,200 -54.0 1,860,500 +18.7 
5.200 -85.4 (205,200 - 5.8 
f 
- Color Chassis & Kits 
19800 + 2.8 782,500 +88.3 
orea, 62300 +154.2 = 220,600 +396.7 
LR ae +45.2 408,800 +124.6 
eek Hine +79.4 443,300 + 3.5 
we 000 62.0 1,449,500 -14.4 


} te; 
a - totals may 


— « 
i 


not add due to rounding. 
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nsumer Electronics Personals 


Thomas Steck 


Products to ex beck promoted at Sony Consumer 


t Div. : ; 
duties; Leonard lent assuming Steckbeck's former 


Production and Video Distributi i 
ution Div. pres., has 
been named TV Group pres., succeeding Richard 
, Ramo, TRW cofounder, to 
receive EIA Medal of Honor at March 18-21 Spring 
Conference in Washington. 


Michael Marcus named pres.-gen. mgr. of Beta 
Physics, new Kodak electronic components 
production and marketing unit; Alfred Czerkas 
appointed operations vp, Michael Gittinger named 
mktg. and distribution vp... Robert Coolidge resigns 
as pres.-CEO of Apricot Computer, U.S. sales unit of 
Britain's Applied Computer Techniques, in policy 
dispute. Also resigned: Mktg. Vp William Sopp, 
Hardware Mer. John DiPietro... Joseph Graziano 
resigns as Apple chief financial officer to pursue 
personal interests... Michael Stanley, ex-Maxell 
consumer audio national sales mgr., named sales vp 
at Fischer Corp., German producer of high-end video 
and audio cassette storage systems. 


Chaz Austin, ex-Embassy Home Entertainment, 
joins Sony Video Software Operation as west coast 
sales rep... Marco Colombo, ex-Overseas Film Group, 
appointed foreign sales and acquisition vp of new 
Vestron Video venture Vestron Entertainment... 
Jaime Ovadia, ex-Warner Bros., named vp, Central 
and South America, Warner Home Video... Milton 
Olin appointed A&M Video business development vp; 
Laura Reitman resigns as home video dir... Jana 
D'Amico advanced to customer relations dir., New 
World Video... Myron Goldstein appointed chief 
financial officer, Sound Video Unlimited. 

—_—_s— 


: s . . . form 
BSR is chipping in its Singapore IC plant to 
$6.1 million einen with American Technology 
Engineering & Mfg. BSR subsidiary Astec will get 
$3.1 million for plant plus 41% interest in venture, to 


be called Team Singapore. Venture will move into 
large scale ICs. 


i i its over 
and Intel are involved in countersul! 
sae that NEC microprocessors infringe on 
its internal design copyright. NEC claims its weg 
is original. Dispute is similar to one NEC had wit 


Zilog in 1983. That was settled through cross-license 
agreement. 
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g42 438.0%) 
o Dec 414,317, 
3.yea 253,634,000 
Magtr. to dec. 3 128,121,000 
| 1og3-orr to Dec - 
1,740,901 
(ons to Dec. 3! 1,217,849 


503,033 


"Pro-forma. 


totes: “Includes special credit. 
cerrent rate. “Per ADR. 


fat yen's 


VHS camcorders have arrived in U.S. from Japan 
about 4 months ahead of schedule, traveling on gray 
market passport. Two N.Y. discount camera stores 
are offering Matsushita-made manual focus model at 


output, but not input, jacks. Camcorder was desi 
forsale in Japan, carries National beand name, al 


operating instructions on charger are writte i 
—- Price is about $600 higher than unit is 
going hita's aPan, but is about in line with list 
ae 5 ‘S. subsidiaries Panasonic and Quasar 


put on auto-f 
Start delivering ee they're expected to 
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RCA VHS HI-FI UNDER $800: Although it has new 
policy of doing without suggested list prices, RCA 
said its new VHS Hi-Fi is designed to sell for less 
than $800, a new low for any brand, to our 
knowledge. Three other RCA video products for 
March sale also achieve new benchmarks. 


Autofocus version of Small Wonder MOS camer 
has 10 lux light rating (vs. 35 on predecessor), ster? 
mike jack, adaptable eyepiece for glasses, weighs 
same 2.2 lb., will sell for "under $900," as compared 
with earlier version's $1,000 list price. 


_ RCA's first 4-head VCR is priced under $700, 
will be offered with 4 free T120 cassettes u0 : 
31, Its first 2-head convertible VCR, with 4-ev 
timer, 107 channels, is under $800. 

Ad notes: ; 
10 DYR, which already handles $14 million vid 
Electrag replacing Nathanson oan 
ee $s magazine, formerly Po 
fi folded by Zite Davis Shes April issue 
T echt of low ad sales. Newsletter Marketing. 
cee pa Says 55 computer-related 
ppliance brand respons 
y Ad Age, with 10.1% 
dave placed distant nd at 8.5%, foliawe? & 
NYA and Whirlpool at 2.3% each 
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SUMMARY- INDEX 


R ANSWERS on alleged 
ot in attempted takeover. FIM 


with qd Helms talks. (P. 1) 


yrner ai 


Mr othe, 
Wrector 
Me Diy 
nm Meg 


UDGET in congressional 


ents on possible CBS takeover 


ee that touche 
veo gt. (P. 3) 
gHT SETTLEME 


\ . : t owners sae 
for inflation sin 
scout 


NT: Cable, broadcasters 
e on formula raising fees to 
1980. (P. 4) 


ree SCHEDULE: NAB Exee. Committee takes 


i ition 

tion ssn. expected to continue oppositior 
ation, Oo ial deregulation’ as trade-off. (P. 5) 
without 


EFERRED’ DECISION hailed by NCTA for 
vsing cable with newspapers. (P. 6) 
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Consumer Electronics 
eer Electronics 


en ENKS THROUGH to Feb. record, at 
ua million rate, VCRs' pace 12 million. (P. 10) 


RCA'S FREDERICK ELEVATED To CEO, pledges 
spending to cut factory costs, remain No. 1 in color. 
Sees new stability at RCA. (P. 11) 


JAPANESE VCR EXPORTS to U.S. rose 125% in Jan. 
to top million for 8th consecutive month. Color 
shipments also inereased. (P. 12) 


U.S. NEW COLOR SUPPLY at record 17.2 million in 
1984. U.S. factory market share up in 4th quarter, 
EIA and Commerce figures show. (P. 12) 


CHINA BROADENING VIDEO capabilities through 
purchase of dise plant, 4 color plants. Bids for color 
tube plants being accepted. (P. 14) 


CHOOSING UP CAMCORDERS: Shifting loyalties 


' aa in welter of manufacturing and marketing deals | 
oye’ — FCC eable rules on must-calry, po nenie 8mm, VHS, VHS-C. (P. 14) | 
aM < ‘misplication and sports blackouts. (P. 6) 3 ; / 
a | ‘ot SPRING CATALOG prices largely unchanged. 
or cs WINS ANOTHER ROUND pa oe laint by § Montgomery Ward offers GE, Magnavox, Panasonic, 
"munentary as FCC dismisses fairness Comp RCA, Sharp, Sony, Zenith models. (P. 15) 
\seriean Legal Foundation. (P. 7) 4 . ‘i 
: RETAX NET from consumer electro 
ere te REAFFIRMS CABLE RETIERING in rebuff to ZENITH H ly $3 million last year because of color 
ed ied Cox right to retier edged up by only (P. 16) 
zhs — oes _ denied Cox rig TV price cuts. GE reports. (P. 
pared é services. (P. ‘s 
Y CBS: TBS's Ted Turner | 
MRNER WILL ANSWER SUBPOENA, TO BE nocoly ree connection with network's 
700, -Sheduled to be questioned by CBS lawyers peed tkemrt ono” king stock takeover of CBS (TVD 
| May - lawsuit aoa : Media (FIM) group see nt of his alleged 
sank t against conservative Fairness In fo discover nature and exte 
| bouts pl). Network subpoenaed Turner in effort to 
ts with group. aie 
1 discussed joining 
count FIM Fe in interviews that Parmer Orrims (R-N.C.). 
a Spokesman James Cain confirmed _ zoup's Key supporter, om aan sie Ft 
5 & ~ tho ‘vative group's takeover attempt of CBS with gr ntact group directly. pecause of 
ut 3 wy ‘ced Turner to CO with group 
»onicSs attorn eeks ago, and that senator advise hether Turner has met es of potential 
“eYS advised him not to comment further on W “ asn't disclosed to SEC nam 
4 Pattieg CBS and FIM lawsuits and because group 
ae to takeover, 
yet con of Federal statute 
' : icsion, |S & violatio 
500 : thout written permis! 


~~. 
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] as Sag yor no. 4 
. from 28.1% in 1983. E 
> fo, “8 Ry 2 tion, own f , : ven So, it indi TV DiGesT__ 
Se of Ssh QV A prod ed or assembled from imported parts, up modestly 90.4% of new color a 
Probie sw impo om 49.7% in 1983. sets were either 
8, U.S. TOTAL Ty SUPPLY 
Ck py U.S ” 1984 vs 1983 
tid he” is Produced* ee 
Pai wil roduced*: change Imports ae Total s 
cna C) 
and 1 1984..-- 11,834,000 420.3 nde Supply change 
Tot 1983..-. 9,835,000 1,818,000 424.7 
9,480,000 ce +22.5 
85 Ty 1984.... 11,834,000 20 5315, 
t port to color Y  1og3.--. «92835000 > ~—-9# 386,000 427. ss 
“althy 4,199,000 ; :190,000 422.5 
ry «1984 oak 14,034,000 
; Baw 2 ie sae 6,462 ,000 
in J 1963, 4 = eT #22.4 6 462 
an, > 281 ‘ s ’ 000 22 “ 
UP 11.49/ 000 5281 000 +22.4 
19 sum FOURTH QUARTER 
eb U.S.- % 
Produced* change i % Total 
m % 
%, with : Ports change Supply = change 
| total at otal TV 1984.... 3,195,000 +18.2 2,560,000 
‘omp] 1983.... 2,704,000 eps =~173) 9,755,000 - 0.6 
ee 3,087,000 5,791.00 
ein color TV 1984 3,195,000 +18 ees: 
€viously lia aah +18.2 1,192,000 -20 
1983.... 2,704,000 EAA” 5 4,387,000 + 4.3 
25 pll). qf} 1,500,000 4°204°000 
«Bbw TV 1984.... -- ede 
k 1909, Serer cc lege ae -13.8 1,368,000 413.8 
salesto | 120 les 1,587,000 
rritiesd . at Panties vite inte sets assembled from imported chassis and kits: imports 
e up for 
ooo 
Are VCR-owning phono record buyers switching TV stereo broadcasti 
‘ : ae t ‘ 
1 set in bya video? Street Pulse is collecting opinions on _— PBS stations and a CBS es ie. Raber oc 
ut U.S. 1500 tho more than 2,000 music retailers and poll stations known to be transmitting multichannel sound 
million D any city in Atlanta, Dallas, L.A., Minneapolis to 23. PBS starters are WCET Cincinnati and KUED 
pote will present results at annual NARM Salt Lake City; CBS affiliate is WBTV Charlotte. 
ae this month. Study released by SP last WCET's introductory program featured The Music 
£3 : indicated strong consumer interest that Man in stereo. Imminent starters include KERA-TV 
million f yet been translated into videocassette sales. Dallas (PBS), KSL-TV Salt Lake (CBS), WVIZ-TV 
set in Fy tion will be part of NARM home video panel _— Cleveland (PBS), WNET N.Y. (PBS), WMHT 
e 1983 . ae. Fla. meeting. Street Pulse Pres. Schenectady (PBS). 
s that § malatt said retailer involvement with 
tories fF ttes "hasn't been consistent." Multicompany R&D venture Microelectronics 
embly fF Rca Computer Technology Corp., set up in Jan. 1983, is 
: t, in ; binge filed 20 suits in 3 federal courts charging first such cooperative to get antitrust clearance from 
se digital oe of Cole patent, which it says covers Justice under National Cooperative Research Act 
~ Amo 8eneration of characters on video display. passed by Congress last fall. Agency said it's 
Mong th play seats } a 
9, Comm Se charged are Atari and Warner reviewing 14 other ventures seeking clearance under 
72.87% — F Tiney weations, Coleco, Commodore, Sinclair and act that limits damage payment liability of members 
eriod: . Nixdore arris, Honeywell, Burroughs Kaypro of approved ventures should court later find that 
%G of ; Court Be ee? Wang, Xerox. U 5 Appeals joint R&D effort had anticompetitive effect. 
ceakay lye tM > « 4 a . 
0s we ar Hi lidgments of tra Ty aaa a Revised standard for color coding of electronic 
iplete i Sy ite, Lear Sie Hi ae Nied se a aaa components and cables, EIA-359-A, is available at $9 
pestle Oh MOR idl Sad ried enue couitot Data romPGIA Standards Sales Office, 2001 Eye St. N.W., 


G RCA in 19 * : 
"eral and US, hag filed suits against Data 


Washington 20006. 
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95, NO- Pe renee 
yor LOGS: Prices in spring-summer mail 

4iNG Cc ; are largely unchanged from 
Fi ch tal0e” ions, as are product offerings, except 
on pve Ward, which emphasizes national 
iy onto anded catalog. 

yds 


duces lead Beta VCR by $30 to $290, 
sears version at $490, Beta Hi-Fi $690. VHS 


: 4 490 for 4-event wireless remote 
a ris stat ae T model $640, VHS Hi-Fi $880 
Wn : “del, a 2, $980 thereafter. Portable VHS with 
hit rou = ‘5 $940, Sanyo-made 2-piece 8mm 
Ving et UT 51,200. Saticon cameras are $790 and 
Vig z aable e es anded CCD camera at $1,000. 

390, 5 v atalog explains Sanyo camera can be used 

sithougt ta or 8mm VCR, Sears then commits 
id sith “adding: "Sanyo 8mm Video Tape ... for 

ell above.-- $24.99." 

e 

dak. us’ color TVS, largely unchanged in price 
for as noted) include 5" AC-DC at $270; 12" at 
eta ener 3" at $270 (down $20), ladder-tuned model 

4 mote version $340, higher resolution monitor 

© op with RGB $340; new 14" scan remote $370; 
) be gs starts at $299 (up $10), ladder-tuned model 
— g 7 9-channel keypad model $340 (down $150), 
es ree cet $420, with bilingual SAP tuning $450; 19" 


notes start at $440, another at $490, double-ended 
F remote $690; 20" stereo set is $540, remote 
sion $590, remote without stereo $540, stereo 
-egote monitor receiver $590 through April 2, then 
9590. 
; in 25" models, remote-ready table model is now 
; 6, vs. $690 for predecessor, and remote kit is $30 
(3. $50); remote-ready consoles are down $30 to 
$50 (with remote down $50 to $680), other remote 
are soles $520, $550, $780 and $840, double-sided 
tereo console $840 to April 2, then $990. 


LO 


é 


Onee again, Sears was caught between computer 
ot te cuts. Catalog advertises now-reduced 
‘mmodore 64 at old price of $200, other 
adore computers at similarly high prices, has 
of Commodore software. 


. Montgomery Ward is testing new idea, with 4 
8 bound into one for most consumers, but with 
~“uillion receiving 2, 3 or 4 separate specialized 
“lings, Lhe 4 books are Electronics, Furnishings, 
4 Leisure, Fashions. 

: oo Electronics catalog features 43 color sets and 15 
pe May 7 brand names. In VCRs, only 2 of 

“wd yer coders survive, both reduced $150, to $350 

Ay ‘Rices pp. OSt Of brand name products have special 
tig 5700, May 15. Among VCRs: Sony Beta 


CE from e2-ceamovie $1,200, Sanyo $430 and $470, 
he $300, RCA and Panasonic from $600. 
f In 
a) vith TV, Ward's 13" models start at $240 (up 
+ @ Mp, Ig studer-tuned unit $250, keypad remote 
Vin | lian petit at $300 and $350, with both keypad 
F Ver ig «0tes at $400; 20" remote monitor 


H vit 
} 4, Monit > remote 25" table models $600 and 
"receiver with channel blockout $650; 


TV DIGEST_15 


Consoles start at $5 
adapt 200, remotes $5 5 

mong ane’ built-in Be a fap ope 
$330, Sony 4" woud Sts are GE bilingual 19" ae 
Panasonie Rothman $180, with CE. Magnavox. 
Highest priced s and Sharp sets also f eatured, ; 
$1,250 et is Sony 16" stereo Console at 


’ . 


War 
d features Commodore Computers (again 


model 64 at $200) ; 2 
Epson aa Lop lading Portable at $900, plus 


Page of Epson iuleea ce $096, Zenith Pate, 
at $600, 2 camey jhas 8 own-brand VHS VCRs starting 
; . inatio io-vi 
rack system, including 19" monitor at $600 an 
R, monitor, speakers, 


, Other audi ‘ 
to be saving of ‘sigue at $2,000, claimed 


In color TV Penney's 9" AC-DC j i 
: ’ is $300 

13" at $300, keypad remote $350, Suhis-eapetie 
version $380, monitor receiver $400; 19” at $350 and 
$450, remote $450, cable version $500, stereo 
monitor receiver $600; 25" remote table model $700 
monitor receiver $900; consoles start at $600, 
remote at $700, 2-sided stereo adaptable unit at 


$900. Penney catalog shows computer furniture but 
no computers, 


American Express's most recent catalog again 
emphasizes electronics, lists 15 TV sets and 11 
VCRs. Among products: Sony 4” Watchman, Profeel, 
portable, console and projection TV, Betamax, 
Betamovie; Sharp TVs, portable VCR and camera, 
table VCRs; JVC TVs, VCRs and camera; Proton 
component TV; Toshiba TV; Akai audio-video stereo 
amplifier and switcher with built-in 4" TV monitor. 
Most items are priced at or above suggested list. 

————— 


Court appeal of FCC's decision to permit 
marketing of 2-channel TV will be considered by 
NAB, Senior Vp-Gen. Counsel Henry Baumann told us 
last week. Commission majority upheld its decision 
of last June that set that ean receive only Ch. 3 and 
4 is monitor, not receiver, therefore isn't subject to 
all-channel rules (TVD June 18 p10). In new 3-2 
decision, majority said those objecting to its original 
ruling presented no new facts. Once again, Comrs. 
Quello and Rivera dissented, Rivera noting that 
"while 6 petitioners sought reconsideration of this 
decision, not one party, not even the original 
petitioner, has expressed continued support. 
Original petition was filed by Sanyo Mfg. Co. ‘ 
However, EIA Consumer Electronics Group = ~A 
unanimously opposed FCC action (TVD Jan 21 p12); 
Sanyo Electric is member of CEG. 


i i VCR assembly 
Hitachi's 2nd European VHS 

operation is slated to go on stream at its oe —_ 
TV plant in July. Hitachi said it will spend $1. 
million to equip plant for production of 10,000 


monthly, though startup rate will be half that. 
Company's main 
where output 


European VCR plant is in Germany, 
is being tripled to 30,000 monthly. 


ter 
coe million rye 


nquipment $6 million in ¥ 
past abeorved 


hmn. Jerry Pearlman 
in 1983 as 
in 1982 -- volume : Beta to 
nant pasty prepared i mbined total sales 
exceeded its CO eas Zenith 


: 


‘s near 50% increase in 
“did berg to match fully the 
price reductions brought about by the | 
practices of Far Eastern manufacturers. 
said, expects to improve color margin 
year by expanding number of stereo 
and introducing new screen sizes, 


tall! 


Zenith spent $66 million on capital 
improvements in 1984, primarily on expansion of 
production, construction of wood cabinet 
plant in Mexico and pact ure tube development. 
Outlay for this year will be in $60-$80 million range, 
funds maanty earmarked to support launch of new 
commer electronic, component and computer 


GE gave consumer electroni 
wrewal report. But while it didn't shrift in 
either its core or high- , 


E isi : 
Comes in financial section eh Vaudio 
segmen e of "ly report 
nts. Old consumer oon ting results by busine 
Seem ucts classification a 
€nt now for major 


: ti BAL f- : 
Ons, |i ’ tteries, mobile 


remaining TY stages Prod 
=aieh KCNC-TV pene company's one 


M 

1984. I a 

_ in ond quarter 1984. Improveme, “yor 
operation » operation, report Says, adding ¢ ¥%| 

by sumer at ie aS ee busines “{ 
nad a good YOON * alg 


HITA-GOLD STAR TIE: Japan’ 
MATS US 5 Gold Star have agreed in Pring ey 

effort in consumer electronics Ple to 
it's first such expansive array an 
ese and Korean companies Bement 
ved only Japanese sales of Mh 
or participation jn joint Korean manufactyp 


ver ratsushita-GE agreement last year (TVp iui 
) 


atsushita is understood to be prepared 
iG orae immediate technological aid one a - 
rs and air conditioners, but is holding be. 
being on similar help on VCRs. That's if 

resumably to help Japanese maintain lead in 

know-how over Koreans in higher priced hi-fi ang 
camcorder models. In addition, companies say they 
be supplying each other with suitable products on 


OEM basis. 


Philips is discussing VCR production joint 
venture with Korean interests. Spokesman in 
Eindhoven confirmed that talks are in progress but 
said nothing has been f inalized. Report in Japan 
indicated Philips would provide 70% of capital for 
venture, which would serve primarily as export base 
for Far East. 


Affair is certain 
one-volume, COFr 
poom of 1983/1 
And because thi 
been developed 
Digest, it offers 
plete and analy 
rounding 18 m<« 


iio industry. 


While Atari, Commodore and Coleco Adam 
computers are engaged in price cutting war for low 
end of personal computer market, Apple has made 
some moves that could spark similar battle for 
sluggish upscale end. In apparent bid to get sales 
going at retail, Apple trimmed $300 from dealer 
of packaged Macintosh system that includes ext" 
dise drive and printer along with computer, and is 
offering $100 to retail store salesmen for €a€ 
system sold. To spark action for its lower cost 
i models, it's offering consumer rebates spre 
from $30 for basie computer to $300 for compe 4 
system. To help trim its own inventory, Apple into! 3 
plants will close next week, and 4th, where Mae 
computers are assembled, will shut dow? for 
ra month. Meanwhile, Commodore, in pn 
for introduction of 16-bit computers, S14 sin 
Un ee number of authorized service oe ervie? 
U.S. from 650 to 1,000, including 16 RCAY 
eons. It also is adding toll-free custom rose 
Be €, setting up special service tral! 

Schools and regional service agencies: 


Q 
i Taiwan's first computer dis¢ plant has Pili 
4 by Dimerco High-Tech. Firm's 95,00 
3 5M ty has capacity to turn out more ar sae 
86 rand 5:25" dises daily, expects first YOM eat 
mae Dimerco said it has recelY 

ase Contract from major U.S. 
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BMC Industries 

1984-year to Dec. 
1983-year to Dec. 
1984-atr. to Dec- 
1983-qtr. to Dec- 


ertron 
1985-qtr. to Jan. 
1984-gtr. to Jan- 


IDynascan 

1984-year to Dec. 
1983-year to Dec. 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 


1984-year to Dec. 
1983-year to Dec. 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 
1983-gtr. to Dec. 


Philips Nv* 
1984~year to Dec. 
1983~year to Dec. 
1984-qtr. to Dec. 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 


exscan 


urner Bestg. 
1984-year to Dec. 
1983-year to Dec. 
1984-gqtr. to Dec. 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 


19B83-year to Dec. 
1984-gtr. to Dec. 
1983-qtr. to Dec. 


Notes: “Restated. 


“At guilder's current rate. 


Financial Reports 


These are latest reports x 
indicates information not ava! 
in dollars. Parentheses 


irite Communications 


1985-9 mo. to Jan. 31 
1984-9 mo. to Jan. 31 
1985-qtr.to Jan. 31 

1984-gtr.to Jan. 31 


s obtained dur 
lable at press ti 
denote loss. 


1,133,978 ,000 
1,044 829,000 
289,115,000 
269,443,000 


ing past week. 
me. Amounts expressed 


of TV-Electronics Companies 


D 


1,947,000 | - 
7,788,000 |1. 

(299,000) 
1,949,000 


(95,000) 
39,000 


(16,042,000) 


(5,110,000) 


(58,377,000) 
(59,097,000) 

(62,244,000) 
(125,769,000) 


ash 


"Adjusted. ‘Includes special credit. 


*After special charge. 


7” SEMINAR: Market potential of videocassette 

P sion as well as recorders, will get open discussion 

i ‘rst time at ITA's 15th annual Audio-Video 
minar in Tampa March 20-23. Panel will inelude 


Steven Isaacson of JVC , Ro 


Harvey Urman of 


Thrush of Portavideo O 
: . Other h 
include talks on Vidine-sudie’ 


Allen and on 8mm 


llion annually, 


ger Heuberger of Quasar, 


Funai sales agent Harjoy and Ted 


ardware highlights 
ystems by RCA's Bruce 


Video by Kodak's Richard Lorbach. 


Personals 


sumer Electronics 


derick, RCA pres., adds post of Cp 
Robert Freder ce, ceding Thornton Bradshaw, 


Con 


to ), . ‘ , 
(see aap e mn. and will retain oversight a 
who eS ipility for such entertainment areas as NRC 
respo Bruce Babcock advanceg ; 


ds and video; : 
ktg. vp, adding responsibility fo, 
through RCA distributors, 


RCA Recora 
RCA Videodises to m 


roduct 
sales of RCA P ordinating custom pressing 


: 7a tee cad 
perso es Roeder will resign this summer ag 
chmn.-CEO, Fotomat Corp.; Shigeru Suzuki of 
parent Konishiroku Photo named interim pres. 
itch Horwits, ex-Universal Pictures, named 

Roan and acquisition vp, CBS/F ox Video; 
Arthur Aaron, ex-CBS appointed vp-treas., new 

ost; Ira Schreck nayied assoc. counsel... Jesse 
Wittenberg moves from Embassy TV to Embassy 
Home Entertainment as programming senior vp,.., 
Steve Macon, ex-ZBS Industries, joins Active Home 
Video as national sales mgr.; Dennis Handler, 
ex-Paramount, named controller... Chris Collins 
advanced from European finance and administration 
dir. to European operations vp, MGM/UA Home Video, — 


% ¥\\ Wes 


av 


5 


Robert Tammero advanced at Federated to pres, 
of Bloomingdale's retail unit, sueceeding James 
Guinan, now chmn.-CEO of mass merchandiser 
Caldor; Robert Anderson promoted to pres. of 
Abraham & Straus stores, replacing Tammero... 
Theodore Deikel appointed chmn.-CEO of 
Minneapolis liquidator C.O.M.B., succeeding Dennis 
Carlson, resigned... David Ruggles, ex—-Pneumo, joins 
Coleco as finance exec. vp, succeeding Frank Alfieri, 
resigned... Ronald Posner named Ashton-Tate 
computer software sales and mktg. exec. vp. 


Norman Neumann, North American Philips exee. 

XP, assumes interim duties as CEO of IC maker 

ignetics, replacing Pres. Charles Harwood 
resigned. While companies are not directly related, 
controlling interest in both NAP and Signetics is held — 
by U.S. Philips Trust... James Simpson joins ITT as 
pres. of printer manufacturing subsidiary Qume 
succeeding Foger Gower, now with MiniScribe. ; 
va peel battle against concept of twin-deck VCR 
. en to op-ed page of N.Y. Times last week by 

he Jack Valenti, who described Sharp machine sold 
bey Mideast (TVD Jan 28 p15) as "the eruelest 
b be of all" in program piracy. His dark prognosis: 
: ou are now in the pirating business right in your 
me home, courtesy of this new device. All you have — 
pa $2. 80 to your local video store, rent 3 movieS 
oad each, bring them home and call your fri 
niet utive with their blank tapes; at the end of the 
ne » €ach has several films permanently . 
co. ran For something like $6 in total rental eos 
swattens a $8 to $10 per blank tape, the group now 
en cats colt i 
week,” causing "the slow hemorrhaging oft Pele 
bi onal trade asset," with surplus of more than 3! 


= & 
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“ ' ith Con 
/ fon y Peels Sumer Electronics 
| =. TELEVISION DIGEST'S ANN 
b: a THis 1$sU UAL VCR MARKET-SHARE SURVEY 
48, 1985 
| sso SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’S NEWS VOL. 25, NO. 14 
Cable Consumer Electronics 
~eciM: Chmn. Wyman tells financial VCR MARK 
pe r,no financial substance’ to Turner's from 1983 i } SHARES show relatively little change 
“as ‘the ”'e. D Top 6 b 984. Biggest gain made by Fisher 
ae ae a network. “- EE oe the 34 ranked total 52.5% of the 
|p criTicizes TV NEWS as arrogant and ee eens ate 18 85%. (P. 10) 
} t Inc. COLECO LosT 
Oi at conference sponsored DY iges CO LOST $259 MILLION from el ics i 
oa re ooh & Hoffman. (P. 3) ree ean $118 million Adam heat. 7 
“0. 3 vision future i : i 
yrfOR CABLE DEALS: FCC fines Ind. | Shin wn Oe eld 
res, illegally owning systems. (P. 4) 
pole? VCR 
IMPORTS JUMPED to record 1.58 million in 


NEW FM RULES: Final order in Doc. Jan., Commerce figures show. First shipments from 


% . ‘ 
to balance interests of daytimers Korea. TVs, cameras, videot la: joined i 
Ht mereased minority owners. (P. 5) rise. (P. 12) SE SL A aa if 
\4 
is] eee RF RADIATION when considering CABLE WILL MISS BOAT in digital TV and HDTV as 
eri ssications for TV and radio, low-power, it has with stereo because of failure to invest in 
: eental and satellite earth stations. (P. 5) R&D, Blonder charges. He says Sony will have : 
: 1,000-line system this summer. (P. 14) 1 
we COPYRIGHT ESCALATES: As 1984 \. 
tail ” $82 million, issue's importance KODAK TO BUY computer dise maker Verbatim for \" 
ae nein uncertain regulatory climate. (P. 6) $175 million. Toshiba acquires control of Sord. 
RCA, Bertelsmann set music merger terms. (P. 15) 
4, WMEUP AT ABC BCST. GROUP: Cohen named 
eld over several divisions, Mandala to ABC TV RCA VIDEO PRODUCT SALES rose 19.6% to $1.95 
s Duffy to communications pres. (P. 6) billion in 1984, but videodisc costs produced lower 
. earnings from consumer electronics. Digital TV is 
SETS FUNDS from CPB for FY 1985. (P. 7) R&D focus. (P. 15) 
CR t i Nea Bib TO COMPROMISE ON STOCKHOLDER BRE Federal a eof 
~. tas urged CBS and Fairness In Media to reach ement on s demand for 
ae control of CBS through stock 


by Rvork' 

sold | **’Sstockholders in conservative group's attempt to take 

fa eters FIM supporter Hoover Ragen CBS in attempt to get pore tare La o. . 
a ty ed, claiming that FIM wanted names for improper purposes and os he 


ave » | 
5 Addrace id FIM had asked 
N.Y. security analysts March 14, CBS Chmn. Thotu Wye didn't give cost of 


S- . te it w 3 
the J Yeig pruld cost to have CBS mail FIM's materials to Bee cousins mailings at $60,000. 


od : ‘ite IM mailing, b t puts figure = 
Fe ght AP. » but CBS proxy statement pur ‘ct. Court Judge William Conner 
xt Coenen 18. iniedispakahs tp fe ‘ed cae er later to say judge had urged 


‘teste CBS to turn over list to FIM, correc 


e g out-of-court agreement.) 
0 
1 ion a 
Ney, without written permission, is a violation ot Federal statute 


5b 
ur ay Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, 


illion loss, |, ~ 
fered $258.9 millio —», ‘aPger @ 
12—TV DIGEST M BULLET: Coleco atts associated with killing ofe Wy 


ECO BITES $259 MI r electronics last y ek. Also, it in net loss of $79.8 milli 
ce xpected, in consume any reporte eae hich special rese - 
thanue ‘omputer, comps idate for same fate. | ter, in whic al reserve of 

mputel, didate al qu P 
Adam home Bere ideogame on ny 1983. ior bie ation, up from $35 million in log. 
ie ae inst $7.4 mine 43 Adam was set U 
in ? . ition 
‘Ilion for dispos . 
$118.6 million 10"  eriod. illion, stemmed primar; 
in final year-earlier Pe : rating loss for year, 5 pai assets and plant = 

Coleco said consumer electron Belov cost," writer our for Adam and Colecovision. 

0 Adams “at prices We and Se million difference between Colegy 
tion is indicated by about $175 million (TVD Jan 7 p8), ang 


ta hich is below the $115 million jn 
at $98.6 mins's electronics sales in 1983 were $403.g 


p, was 


million. ; f $24.7 million and accounts 
e tory Oo 4 

3 iets 0 Adam inven inventory and receivab 
After writeoffs Coleco sait Sake, For Colecovision, vee san PN RB Ii sai re 
et $40 million. Coleco said it tt te, oes Colecovisi cm spoReewoman sai 

was . e ¢ s C8) e a e 

alance of Colecovision inventory 3 ding production in progress, to 

and sell off “b : videogame inventory on hand, cle ntinue Colecovisi 
company feels it has enough hasn't decided whether to co on 


85, indicated company hasnt : ew dae ead 
ri eeguasrein rs worked off. When made, "it will be a marketing decision, 


i imari bage Patch Kids line, jumped 
i t from _nonelectronics, primarily Cab ate 
11-taid to SHE ‘million on volume that more than tripled to $676.3 million. Though losses cut 


it has reduced bank debt by $80 million since start of last year and has credit agreement with 
banks covering financing it needs for rest of this year. 


pe ion it's suffering from heavy inventory buildup. In 
Commodore confirmed trade speculation it ss 
letter to holders, company valued Dec. 31 inventory, primarily model 64 computers and 


ipherals, at $449.3 million, up from $287.7 million at end of 1983, and in keeping with 
sasnaies made fern when it announced it was cutting prices and slowing production to help 
trim stocks (TVD Feb 4 pll). At that time, Commodore said its Christmas volume was much 
lower than expected, claimed it lost sales of 200,000-300,000 units to low-priced competition. 
Inventory at end of Sept. was valued at $437.4 million, and normally should have declined. 


Commodore said it expects price reductions in U.S. and continued strong demand in Europe to 
bring inventory "more into line with market conditions" by end of June. 


COLOR & VCR IMPORTS JUMPED IN JAN.: 


A VCR importers more than m for sluggish 
a pee by starting 1985 with new all-time monthly test occneding to 
videotape players, also show sharp shipment rise for complete TVs, color cameras and 


era im }, as 
ased 80% to 15,200. Imo, Nore UP 33.2% to 94, 


T 


net worth some 88% to just $10.6 million and working capital 67% to $26.5 million, Coleco said ¢ 


l J 
up 13.4% to 10, 00) > Popped 31.5% to 9,500. Also in video, imports of 


otal TV j i % i 
Mports gained 24.5% in Jan. to 1.56 million, as color rose 7.7% to 774,900, b&w 
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why pay f 
Publishing's Cable BYPSSY 


ives from cable decoder 
akin at meerraitT digital TV won't be 
—- because manufacturers won't provide 
socess to bus that's needed to program 
also that most scrambling 
't be defeated that easily. Zenith Cable 
Products Mktg. & Product Planning Vp Vito Brugliera 
said manufacturers will be responsible, won't make 
i reprogram mable by consumers. Set may be 
able to defeat video sync suppression, but not 
inversion Zenith also uses in its 
he said. He admitted baseband 
cable decoders already manufactured and sold by 
Zenith can't pass stereo signal but said "we will have 
boxes that will.” 


Other threat to cable from consumer electronics 
is continual enhancement of picture quality with new 
VCRs, digital sets and high-definition TV, Blonder 
said. All deliver much better pictures than cable -- 
particularly with HDTV, which cable doesn't now 
have to earry, he said. Enhanced picture 
on digital set “looks as if picture were painted inside 
the tube” and cable can't match that: "When is the 
industry going to protect itself from the future?" 


Jack Clifford, chmn. of multiple cable s 
R | ystem 
operator ss Sperone sae agreed that new 
might require new franchises and new 
en said he needed some kind of time 
= € for when such technologies will appear, 
y sr a that Sony will have "1,000-line" 
» TV and camera in U.S. this summer, 


At panel on home satelli i 
mee te receivers 
£0 Library Pres. John Ratliff said Tandy hec been 


NCTA, at } 
problems, Outen wants to work out cable-CE 


trad i 
€ group plans discussion on how 


et along better as part "Tha, Ce 
industries 087 Vegas. One test may fae Tune» . . Bu 
convention Consumer Electronics Group hot this ® [ Kor st saa 
week- EIA * draft of pamphlet on fence porid 0 7% 
completed pe TVs and VCRs it plans to Fine of yee! 2 
cable tuning be showing it to NCTA “Tibute p ak S 
consume tives at meeting. NCTA has pa; q kod a 
eons to all previous drafts, and feeling x yest p 
pject +41 this one whether o Ela , se 
to go anead with © PROENCTA GLA cePon Ove? 
it. 8 py taD 
Consumer Electronics Personals ie purchase 
gruce Allan, former RCA Consumer fie of a atin 8 
o planning dir. d RCA Ctra; 
strategic planning dir., namec S& Sales Corp," kodak 
strategic planning vp, new post, with PeSPonsibilit _.¢ floPt 
for mkt research... David phn Promoted at 9) puyine sion 
trom Appliance Div. ene hago - to mgr. o¢ poor any sit 
Washington-Baltimore A anti i iiliam Gold corn it ann 
veteran industry ex00- CAAminA) Olympic, Margy ogi 
; atnes - . . ly P 
eat Group (DuMont TV), will continue as re +i 
consultant. 0 tical disc 
op Pr 
ory 
William Lowe ee atet ne to pres. of Eat Mem _ 
tems, its perso vision, succee;: Kod 
Philip Estridge, named corp. mfg. vp... David put will co" 
Barram, ex-Hewlett-Packard, named Apple finang, ‘diary, 
vp; Joseph Nevins, ex-Intel, joins as management all be maj 
information systems dir... Randy Griffin resigns a. said Verbat 
Zenith Data Systems product management and place- 
planning vp... James Bull advanced at CBS software La 
to national sales dir.; Sheldon Safir promoted to > In othe 
product development dir. 38% of Jap 
with major 
Ronald Nelson promoted at Paramount from Ty holder and 
million in t 


Group exec. vp to Network TV and Video Distributin 


pres., succeeding Mel Harris, recently named TV engineerin, 
Group pres... Robert Fead, ex-A&M Records, worldwide 


appointed pres., Pacific Arts Video Records, reputation 
replacing David Bean, who resigned earlier... Michal  C@pabilitie 
Agee advanced from asst. to chmn. to pres. of ___ Strong inte 
Nostalgia Classics, new Hal Roach Studios’ home | “ACquisit 
video venture... Brown Johnson promoted fromeat Marketing 
coast film acquisitions vp to film acquisitions vp, MS been a 
Vestron Video, replacing Ruth Vitale, now feature } pe ge 

film programming vp; Jason Zelin resigns as west $28 ‘La 


coast film acquisitions vp... Ellen Wander, ex-Distej 
Channel national accounts mgr., named mktg. dir. 
RKO Homevideo... Richard Frank, ex-Paramoutl, 
joins Walt Disney Productions as pres. of Motion 
Picture & TV Div... Amanda Marmot appointed 
creative affairs mgr., Embassy Home Entertainme 
International, new post...Appointments at CBS/FO 
Video: Lori Levine, ad projects mgr., Edith vers} 
art supervisor, Iris Brown, graphic designer. 
Bradley Friedrich named Fuji Magnet Pred 
Computer Centers, Prccutinas as computes 


ae: orx E in 1981, 
Ponsibility for video and audio 


v 


RBATIM: In move that will 
tic media marketer, Kodak has 
eC atim, industry's largest 

ter floppy dises, for $175 million. 
P 
+ will pay $7.55 for oah a 

dit W’. tstanding shares. Price 
pio milion tout $1.25 per share, or $52 
” presi Sana. If fewer than 90% of 
\ Cont market tendered, Kodak is obligated 
A is gO spares it then would exercise option 
es Vg b only 49. § million direct from 
0 addi ¢ majority control. 


ty eg 


wn ‘n dise business as marketer, 
Oy ois aise outside to supplement limited 
* 0035) aiary Spin Physics. Last Oct., 
Hp of subs ommitment to become factor 
ar (9 Sg j plan to build large-scale disc 
at soured Pe ecter, set up finishing and — 
on t < Mexico, expanded into production 
i) pian and other electronic media, such as 
fg tvs Oct 29 p15). It later set up Mass 
ip oducts piv. to handle involvement. 
Oo 
: im will become part of MMPD 
y punt said Vere ating as free-standing 
pm rketing own disc line. It presumably 
on lier of Kodak-brand dises. Kodak 
Jen management is expected to remain in 
. 
gs 
activity: Toshiba has acquired 
? S's Sord computer, is expected to end up 
‘amority after 9% from minority 
“orand shares to be issued. Sord will get about $9 
sein new capital plus management and 
wing assistance, along with access to Toshiba's 
wide marketing operation. Sord has solid 
im in personal computer market and 
wilities in office automation equipment, both of 
interest to Toshiba... MGM/UA Entertainment 
lion of outstanding shares in video software 
ig subsidiary MGM/UA Home Entertainment 
“a approved by directors of both companies. 
Atome Entertainment holders will receive 
| — in Anja or 10% debentures with 
; m nat 


Shand Germany's Bertelsmann have reached 

thei. ee een on terms for merger of their 

tena se Pusinesses (TVD June 18 p18). 

\Witzes Would have 51% in Germany, Austria 

Sie Ron? 50-50 with RCA in rest of 

Cid Ny. p would have 75% in U.S. and rest 

Nesed lips told German Cartel Office it 

‘thin pudding 24.3% interest in consumer 

wt Philips's 0 Loewe Opta. Last year, govt. 

Mg On 09 mdi ion of management control 

i. tion that it sell holding in Loewe. 

h i investi ; F 

tein Sloradg «nd $33 million in IC plant, its 

Wi is fal vil - Facility, slated to go on 
Wide de hee uce high-speed 


RCA REPorts. TV DIGEST_15 


B : 
halt volum e@, RCA eae bY record color TV and VCR 
ar to $1.95 billi 
according to annual regu,ftom $1.63 billion in 1983 


Videodise, CA's 


14.1% to $2 Consumer segment income was up 


12.9 million from $186.5 million. 


Restatement 
transfer of RCA eceamer results stems from 


year, $599.3 million in 1983, $586.7 million ; 

all from RCA Records. wees ara ee 
$31.5 million in 1984, $30 million in 1983, $4.5 
million in 1982. Report says RCA Records and 
RCA/Columbia had higher earnings in 1983 but 
credits improved performance of RCA/Columbia 
Pictures with rise in net last year. Earnings of RCA 
Records were held down by higher artist investment 
expense and startup cost of new audio cassette plant. 


RCA's net R&D costs rose 12.4% last year to 
$242.9 million. In consumer area, RCA said, R&D "is 
focused on digital TV and improved TV technologies 
that are compatible with existing broadcast systems 
as well as even longer range plans for higher 
definition systems" and flat-panel TV displays. 
Among specific future products mentioned are 
interactive TV, terminals, home computers and 


monitors. 
x * k & 


RCA Pres. Robert Frederick received $100,000 
raise in base salary to $500,000 March 6 when he 
added duties as CEO, according to proxy statement 
for May 7 annual meeting. Increase puts Frederick 
on par with Chmn. Thornton Bradshaw. In 1984, 
statement shows, Bradshaw received $926,396 in cash 
compensation, including bonuses and incentive award, 


Frederick $608,333. 
—_— 


Wells-Gardner had pretax loss of $3.68 million in 


Dee. 31, operating deficit of $2.61 million in 
tinal cae tnnaad said losses included $1.49 
million writedown of arcade videogame parts 
inventory, $303,000 charge for resizing game ; 
assembly operation and building repairs. Sales for 
year were down $10.3 million, caused primarily by 

in revenue from videogame 


13 million decline 
Ae Sales of data display products rose $3.71 


million. 
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Mostek growing ranks of semiconductor 


layoffs because of market's 
popesgenties recovery. 

20, or about 10% of 
work force in U.S., and is starting review of overseas 
rset Company said cutback is 
because of "continued low level of demand for 
bara eet ene, National 

: ’ recent 
fte res sidoua atl y ir pans operations 
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and European plants at miakgatyt wh ; 
Semiconductor manufacturi 


nductors made it 


Kely IC makers woul 
Capital equipment in ee Ppen much for new 
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shows offered in simulated stereo. WTBS is et 
by cable to 33 million subscribers. Turner a 
it estimates 5% of TV households can receive Mts 
stereo, but number is far larger than number ve 
stereo sets sold, probably includes households 


receive FM stereo simulcasts from cable systems Pomare: 
Clive Sinclair, U.K. entrepreneur who ove? ag mM Wast 


has launched ventures in pocket calculators, PY 
TVs, home computers and, most recently else 
cars, is trying to raise $55 million to 
construction of world's first wafer-scal ae 
Single IC, etched on 4" wafer that's fer 
into hundreds of individual chips, would off 
megabyte storage, which would be 5 times "°° yi 
of largest memory ICs being deve ; to 
Japanese producers. Sinclair said he expert 
up with funds in few months, have plant pie other 


running by end of 1986. Trilogy of U.S-» 
company to attempt IC deve) ill® 
ae Project last year after spendins 


08 ESPONSE to CapCities/ABC 
es WARM RE’ is assured FCC isn't likely to 
(ed merger (P. 1) Financial details. (P. 6) 
wr vgnsaction- 


ED FOR LIQUIDATION by group of 
ith performance. Many media 


peas amid takeover rumors. (P. 4) 
cts 99 


N KIDVID: Court rules FCC was 
et UPHELD ering ‘all video sources.’ (P. 7) 


groct 
TANDARD recommended by ATSC 
gai HOTY vel backs 1,125-line, 60-Hz, 
oat Portystem, 5.33:3 aspect ratio. (P. 7) 
CRT REVIEW: At meetings with 
Ang and MPAA's Valenti, Turner makes case 
‘i¢gecial consideration from Tribunal. (P. 8) 


eps OUT OF RACE FOR NAB CHMN., Giller and 


S 
iti t e osing Radio 
| of aan oe dey Day sine: TVRO SALE SLOWDOWN coming when pay services 
nd ” if start scrambling, ABC's Granath predicts. Retail 
0 24. WCITIES WOULD EXCEED 25% CAP on audience franchisor Brooks going public. (P. 16) 
usic metration after selling Conn. and N.Y. TV 
5 ion cated to ev Digest study. (P. 9) rie Ms yee: Dipies ge an a value 
no opped, ‘ A 
ied SN ON V-FOR-U SWAPS may be sought by leaders a as Gi 
; i i ini COLOR PICTURE TUBE imports gained in 1984, 
ei leas, (P, en recchi re ie el peommnpens though shipments from Japan declined. (P. 17) 
MTS 
? : It's extremely unlikely 
. AND CAPCITIES GET WARM RESPONSE IN WASHINGTON: It's extremely_unlikely 
FCC : of Capital Cities Communi 
or Congress will place roadblocks in way Metiestwogt everyone 
ears J billion purchase of ABC announced March 18. At least, that's lige ae was fortified after 
et ‘Washington -- including Commission and congressional officials. Feeling slied.on all 5 
“WLities Chm C Chmn. Leonard Goldenson Ci 
issi n. Thomas Murphy and AB dio stations and cable 
; ners and Hill leaders. However, much divyeeen Bear eC C staff already has 
wie termine * required "before deal ean be eee d to favorable tax certificates. 
informally that CapCities and ABC would be entitle .. 
of wer in U.S. outside ol 
It! ; merger in U. ve, 
ni ings lv far biggest deal ever in broadcasting -- largest ee me to gain Commission 
| Ta hecace coud take more than year after eee said no formal plan has been 
r because of station and cable spinoffs. Both p 
jon 
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DIGITAL AUDIO Tape recorder standard held up by 


disagreement over c 
: assette size. T : 
on optimum format. (Pp. 11) P ake sane 


DUMPING DUTY MARGINS assessed on Japanese 


TVs upheld reluctantly, b in dismi 
: ’ , by Trade Court in di 
of Zenith challenge. (P. 12) ag 


IBM QUITTING HOME COMPUTERS, to halt PCjr 
output next month. Announcement casts further 
cloud over battered industry. (P. 12) 


JAPAN'S TSUKUBA '85 exhibition is high-tech video 
playland with emphasis on big screens. (P. 14) 


SONY NET UP 15% in opening quarter on 10% sales 
gain. Betamax VCR sales decline. (P. 15) 


DUAL-SPEED 8mm VIDEO format adopted by Sony 
for camcorder introduction in Europe. (P. 15) 


without written permission, 


is a violation of Federal statute 
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, ‘ tal of 44. In both e € 
l trol track and auxiliary track m each direction for tota Cases, tape @ . EY pre 
us contro F . Aj a 
width would 1/4". gene - proP ; 
ee OE” pO for example jedE" ore'S 
€ for a_DAT is far_from unit Tc S-DAT JVC has developed first told Ug Pod the" an 
Preference —~— = both types but leans towar 3 : 22-trag id I 
company tor for ith por in iCitor SxDa) system. Spokestitt’ said S-DAT formas qwted Be 
= 5 1 oe . : $ == 
cole sigan oe: nf ager susceptible to miniaturization Bisbee ic Ie ala he offé o 
ott JVC believes replication of software would be more © . ph ee 
jn car environment, Itoh said. Essentially digit est ‘4 ready 
for some time —- Itoh saj Te p 
e pare re b 


Both systems test ou : . Atoital audio 
: 7] remain supreme 1 digital au sr 
Dise system Ww} “ ardization before digital tape system could whe: 

of tape availability. 7 50 ses to 


audio Compact 
that it would take 1-2 years after stand 
— ni that R-DAT would be the first, presumably because ; 
rem. Ce 
ai £0 fits 3 
de: 


ING MARGINS: In ruling that_may at least clea ning 


way for eventual end to 15-year-old Japanese TV dumping case, Court of International Trad 

dismissed, but grudgingly, Zenith's challenge to International Trade Administration finding that that val co’ 

most sets imported from Japan in 1, 1980 were either fairly priced or were finan 
cap*~ 


underpriced at average margins so low as to ca 
In decision 4 years ag, ITA found no dumping of sets by Matsushita, NEC, Sanyo, Toshiba 

ifi ins on TVs from Hitachi, Mitsubishi and Sharp, left only General and time | 0 
| require importers to post bonds to cover possib said it was 
ant idum ping duty assessments (TVD Feb 16/81 p10). Shipments were in first full year fo ue production ) 
imports were liable for dumping duties. All dumping penalties, along with any civil famed 
stemming from other dumping-related misconduct for imports before April 1, 1979 cities 
out in return for importers’ payment of $76 million as settlement (TVD May 5/80 p8) appa 


COURT UPHOLDS ITA'S J 


CIT Judge James Watson found in 
aes | upholding ITA's method of ae maint mae’ ery sera sg aarersags fe 
mes 3 nga aon ing, eine for price adjustments. But in dismissing Bere ceaclsint, Wot ke version wit! 
re er asim pai: witheriaets was doing and that his decision Lea ee small busin 
unchallengeable, authority when 4 aan ‘6 baie se pes onary, and near shot tos 
ee hing dumping margins. ~ hye 
Unless Zenith appeals, verdict clears way 
cia on al way for tase 
aac rah sets ee ad 
Te ta March 0.100 veral months to issue ruling on margi years. Agency is known to : 
, 1981, but has been holding back, possibl gins for Japanese sets imported in actu 
’ y waiting for Judge Watson to act. aoe ; erred 


Lack of new margi : 
Ret aati teenie gin rulings also is delaying action on : 
asada sie da — mA mesa Japanese cone a peice nc of granting exclusion 
grant exclusions until ny unds it found all with no und ' proposed exclusion for grouP of 
it issues official margin deteritinalténaae i= - 
ns for 1983. 


Watson's decisi 
dumping case Safe ee cation : 
. Suits : cation CIT will be ruling i 
pending at CIT involve: (1) ous niga ae ITA in Korean color TY 
manufacturers, which insist 


erred and set margi 

sAtnhoh gins too high in d inati 
arges agency erred in soiling ee ost Dec. (IVD DG aa ieee ee aes 

Ow. 7 ' 


fa2 : TY DIGEsT__ 43 
rt has familiar ring. It's 
oy 2 of su ) one used bh 
QDe ® pee : recedes total abandonment by 6 months or ihe BAT Pany that drop 
ro 


Ped out and 
ase, however, " 


to 0 qge PP, e of software compatibilit P d service Support 

20ret us pledé res ae to see supply of eabtilices ees ais and IBM's professional PC. om 

’ format Cae uch from IBM in way of nonutility programs on disc,” “P $0on and aren't likely to be 

a les offe 

. e sent_yet another shock wave throu 

Y digit ester cady to follow videogame into oblivion. At start of this tenis Fe home computer is 

h Said A gpou layers left -- Atari, Coleco, Commodore and IBM als n i were only 5 home 

Ould get yard re between home and office. Software marketers generall he “te with line that fits 
eee to Apple, Commodore and PCjr formats because of co y have been restricting new 
releases 4 Coleco. Coleco of course is now out; Atari's success fs sams over staying power of 
s ofits make Commodore's financial future subject of speculation or Spgs Sagging sales 

St Clea, gpd pre demand; and now IBM is quitting. Apparent decision by com As € gs from 

al Trade ; home computer business isn't worth pursuing’ oat ys pany o S stature 


ee See ee elp alread : 
INg that i ncial community in industry and is likely to make it much hard Fhe akY confidence of 


espital. 


4 it was having delivery problems with new XL series and Coleco acknowledged it was h 
Possible * iin headaches with Adam. IBM started fullscale deliveries in first ates 1984, by 
r which yhich time Mattel and Timex had dropped out. 
bilities 
> closed PCjr_got_off to slow market start, in part because of poorly designed and hard-to-use 

'E Picyboard; there was speculation that was done deliberately to keep home model from cutting 

. “isto sales of standard PC. IBM later acknowledged it made mistake, let owners turn in 
mimary § jeboard for dramatically improved version introduced in Aug. at time it lowered price of 
‘Ors to § wsion with built-in dise drive $270 to $999 and retargeted sales effort toward education and 
Watson mall business markets. But only real sales spurt came in Dec. when IBM offered package with 
trictly § «lor monitor that could retail for less than $900. When promotion ended in Jan., package price 
nearly sot up to $1,400, and sales dried up. 

It's probably no coincidence that news of PCjr demise came on heels of reassignment of 
should htilip Estridge, former head of personal computer Entry Systems Div., to post as worldwide 
own to suufacturing vp, or that earlier this year responsibility for personal computer sales was 
rted in} tusferred from ESD to National Distribution Div., which handles sales for most other IBM 
0 act. F meducts, 

Lage pile of 
oup 0 BM is estimated to have sold some 250,000 PCjrs and to have stoc pile o 
; Woe mated to have sold some 250,000 _PCijrs 
can't {90,000-150,000. Having brand clout it does, IBM probably could move them out ts ~s 
in prices to schools and institutions, thus avoiding market oe whale ‘ 
TV “putation that retail liquidation would cause. In significantly worse Sy ene ah is overnight. 
ITA ust ei aluteds of thousands of nap Pe it will b ‘laying off riay at 1,600 workers at 
ie cial casualty is Teledyne, which says it will be : 
‘ i ontract from 
ot mr "6, Tenn, plant, where it has been assembling and testing PCjrs under c 
TP Ver gor: ilips will invest $2.2 million in cooperative 
wild © entra {oiling System developed by MIT under let oa psi ht - staan Guadcare. with 
: for L? td Slows “olumbia Pictures alternately speeds oer bitin Electronics Research & Service 
s ‘ "S down frame transmission rate of Tee a Jeet ERSO will design and produce wafers 
on rt Pe uses VC R wle-fed TV signal. MIT claims this eet assembly at Philips's existing plant in 
aid ; “ington, eee en ant argo Paiwhtt where it already turns out 400 million 


: m is in experimental stage; use by 
| Sterns Presumably old require roG approval. devices annually. 
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TCA Cable TV 
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ele-Communications 
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ITT has produced 60,000 digital TV sets in 
German plant since production began in Sept. 1983. 
Third-generation circuit includes chip that can 
decode all European teletext systems and can be 
aligned by service technician through hand-held 
remote control unit after special service code is 
entered. ITT says its Digivision set now has been 
field tested in all PAL countries and is on sale in 
many of them. ITT is leading German exporter of TV 
sets, builds 900,000 complete sets and 500,000 kits a 
year. Sound has been major selling feature for 
Digivision sets, which are equipped for German 
stereo TV system. Only one network (ZDF) has been 
broadeasting stereo sound for almost 4 years; the 
— national meee so will begin stereo at big 
oo eaaraee Peer ane. toa a TV-radio exposition 


AT&T is expanding IC ee 
U.S., planning for start” in ok. ta Capacity in 


Pe a boost Spending on semiconducto 
Padi nt nearly 3-fold thi year to $153 ill 
million in 1984, Sony said its oe et 


Capital bud i x 
million. set will be up 25% this year to $389 


from Convenience Video, 
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Cons las ee 
ikawa advanced at Sansui (Us 

H. hi a succeeding M. Miyake, econ 
continues with parent in ih sae Tom Y rng 
from sales and ee as ie aes VP with adi tig 
responsibilitier ras 4 our mite en zation, He . gener 
Higashiomori nar promoted to home" May, #8 Atted Fie 
former asst. to YO oa oe f ooo DOME audig an ond 
video sales VP; Jim Obla , former Car Audio ‘. d 
mer., named car audio sales and mktg. vp. 7.1”: 
Gribbon appointed eredit and data Processin 
operations VPp.-- Tony Tsujii, TDK (Japan) eo 

ing dir., appointed TDK (U.S.) consumep 


managin - 
and audio sales and mktg. vp; Koyo Yokoj manic 


consumer pro 


exec. VP 


ducts national sales dir., succeeg; 
Douglas Chatburn, resigned; Julian Phelps, forme 
south region sales mgr., advanced to computer : vis senat 


ucts national sales mgr., replacing Yokoi: ad. A 
a promoted from special projects dir. le divest 
computer products sales and mktg. dir. 3 1Vs RES 

* 

David Morse resigns as pres. of Amiga, Compute to Tiber: 
development firm acquired by Commodore last 
will leave later this month following scheduled’ NAB GETS 
delivery to parent of 16-bit computer prototype... with Las V 
Charles Perrin, ex-Chesebrough-Ponds, named pres, members 0 
of Dart & Kraft's Duracell U.S.A. Div., succeeding | 
Robert Kidder, who continues as pres. of Duracell CABLE WI 
Inc... Robert Schubert, ex—United Satellite Court side: 
Communications, joins TVRO retail franchisor Brais unconstitu 


Satellite as product engineering dir. 


William Hoard, ex-Embassy Home 
Entertainment, joins Pioneer Video as software mkt. 
mgr... Steve Johnson advanced at Sony Tape Sales to 
national sales mgr. for consumer video and audio 
tape; Gene Dunham, ex-Sunkyong and TDK, joins # 
west region mgr., succeeding Johnson... James Auer 
has left post of Fuji consumer tape product m¢v... 
Ronald Safinick and Joseph Wolf resign as pres. and 
vice-chmn., respectively, of Media Home 
Entertainment... Robert Komisar, ex-Ingram Vide, 
joins Active Home Video as national field sales ™c' 
Grant Saidiner, ex-International Video 2 . 
Entertainment, appointed sales dir., Essex Video... 
Mike Henry named mktg. dir., King of Video. 


Carol Rovner, former House International 
Economic Policy & Trade Subcommittee staff . 
consultant, joins EIA as International Business.) 
Council dir... Pamela Cohen, ex-WEA, named °°” 
Projects dir., Video Software Dealers Assn. 2" ; 
NARM... Sophie Sa, ex-Social Science Rese 
Council, appointed exec. dir. of Matsushit® tox 
Foundation... Bernard Schneyer promoted at | 
Publishing (Dealerscope and PC Retailing) ieee ; 
Vp to pres... Roman Beyer appointed Stere? 
Pe bub lishiee, succeeding William Lippe, waeela ; . 

ollowing CBS acquisition of magazine... S| hay 
Golden, ex-Frank Barth PR agency, joins R mati ‘a 
Griffin Assoc. as account group Su “ > a 
Barrett named copublisher and exec. edit? Yass Peay 

oming Attractions, monthly guide to ne B Mar 


« 
é 
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ost Cable * Consumer Electronics 
_— WAIVERS for Sn teweah sere MICRO 8mm, VHS-c 
Pr, S panel some properties wl ave to be and JVC. Sony seen Beier expected from Sony 
Fo chooses size over playing time full 8mm line. JVC 
Pe. (P. . playing time. (P. 10) 
. CABLE RATES, FCC is expected RCAA eis; 
ifs gcse would leave more than 90% of under Frederick as Rich es first top-level changes 
pe ea rate _dereguiated. (P. 2) for consumer Metironics. enp aoe 
pY FOR CONVENTION: Relations 13" MODE 
gets REA thed. All FCC members, 30 eamwi LS LED COLOR industry s sales surge last 
i Vegas moo Pay year with 60% rise, while 19" volume held nearl 
oe of CONETESS: to participate. \- level, EIA figures show. (P. 12) ‘ 
E: U.S. Appeals MITSUBISH 
ae WINS INDECENCY CASE: | CANADA HIKING color tube capacit 
or with ee Miami ban 50%, says 500,000 boost won't disrupt ket P14) 
tutional. r 
gonst , VCR BUYER DEMOGRAPHICS changing as it evolves 
PROXY FIGHT AT CBS stockholders meeting, into mass market item, Gallup survey shows. (P. 14) : 
BS not to introduce antitakeover 
) COMMODORE EYES APPLE as top rival, sees boon 


gps FIM. C : 
eslations at April 17 meeting. (P. 5 
in IBM exit, prepares for 128K, Amiga. (P. 15) 


{BILLION IN CABLE AD REVENUE seen by 1984 
ig Group W's Ritchie. But he warns of commercial N.V. PHILIPS LOST $117 MILLION on consumer 
electronics last year, expects operation to be in black 


aster. (P. 6) ¢ 
in 1986 after restructuring. (P. 15) 


TV PRODUCTION STANDARD suffers major blow 
«180 working group rejects 60-Hz field. (P. 6) UPBEAT OUTLOOK FOR VIDEO hardware sales 
buoys spirits at ITA. (P. 16) 


WORER DISSIDENTS WIN at FCC, which rules that 
wg filings and hearings ' uired for pro NATM NEARS $2 BILLION in sales, complains some 
Aiopreeed. (P. 8) Sis tn era suppliers are unhappy with rapid expansion. (P. 17) 


ee oP "{ will_not_be_very_receptite to waiver 
POSES CAPCITIES/ABC WAIVERS 1_not be verre merger, FCC +t 


"nests" from Capital Cities Communications and ABC ; 

told Senate Commerce Appropriations Subcommittee March 27. “Ido ma Sot — 

Pig should have rules waived,” he said, adding that such a decisio® himself and 
work would be unprecedented. Fowler said he was Spe 


any issues. 
_&-A with Sen. 


| ing Q 
mana ments came as Fowler was bein asked abo ger de properties in excess 
Of stats (R-Ore.). Fowler said merged company we He cited CapCities cable 
tion ownership limits, couldn't keep them all without waiver. e Chmn. said CapCities 
Wil have ABC's grandfathered co-located AM-FM and TV oe it from TVs in 
4 © to divest cable systems and ABC's AM-FM stations wi 


i atute 
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. a, Vag ie 5, NO- 13 
‘tr : ° 
: g. Much of decline in total 
*s alg’ (' iPr 13" color. While sales of eee eee TV set TV DiGes 
ces 0 ly 1.1 milli ’ W sets in S probab T—13 
pf 5 ed by nearly i- million units from 1983 all above en ly is trace 
(eon market broke down last year: > 13-14" Col 6 -~&- ti able to decrea; 
ing 1984 ¥ 1.5 million. 4 Gory 
Rolls Unit PRODUCT Mix 
Sales % 1 
; Cha 984 % 
coL nge - 
ave 12" & under..... 840, 300 2 Mkt. Share Mkt ghee 
a 131A" acme 4,035 + 2.0 
ently 15-18". 20+ eee ses sthets +59.6 pa 5.9 
on 19-20". sat ae 6,871, ~25.8 : 18.1 
ver il ’ 100 AP ‘{ 
ver ag 21" & over... 993,900 el 42.7 3.4 
are Total port.-table... 13,091 "800 +74.5 6.2 48.5 
ronsoleS.. | 2 summer 2,990,800 tk 81. Mi 
naa oot + 6.5 fie 80.0 
Senior Total color......... 16,082,600 20.0 
tonal Total remote....... 6,947,800 ne 100.0 
Boye Port.-table*.... 5,089,500 ery 43.2 eee 
, Console*........ 1,858.3 +08 38.9 i 
»858 , 300 +23.4 62.1 a 
MONOCHROME hy 
ble to 6 & under....... 1,496, 700 +25.2 
se in Fiat ieee: TEP bo Sa 2 lag oe 
LMHS meee momar pcs me 64.1 00 
he , 000 -40.5 2 4 ah \ 
nc at Total monochrome.... 4,909,200 ; 
9-20" — aod -13.8 100.0 100.0 
place ercentage shares are of 
Color TV sales | 
pulled ahead of 1984 | 
table ate basis in tg j Total electronics sales i 
Size rinip for first 11 ae ppc soy oe setting 17.1% to just under $170 Pee acscey evel “EIA 
wap, Bex ye d were up 23.5% tea woceol.. saan 1 $385 billion, eomponents 
its : sales, wi 9 e up 25.1% to $38.5 billion, whil , 
*ekly es, with two 100%-plus consumer product volume was baat with 91.8% 


or its ine 
. te up ia over 1984 in March's first 3 weeks 
pari 2 /-7% for month to date. VCR sales for 


|S first 1 
mits) J St : weeks passed 2 million, point that 
table f ig lative v. year until 19th week, ended May 
>, oF fF hi uarketing at _— to dealers since start of 
“ay jection eo hoes 19 million in March's 
ust * a sales were up 73.7% in 
it "chrome TV dow” color cameras up 22.6%, 
oul 13.9%. 
re ie R survey arket share that wasn't there: 
sal wi ct Therese ve Nikon 0.29 
oat ica. ere's only on -2% of U.S. VCR 
%o | *edvertentt eS sane problem -- Nikon doesn't 
ly ye left oft 1; ta, which does, was 
q 2%, st. Company tells us its share 
. a > Pep Microw, 
: +, ve 
J ~°Otding ovens continued torrid sales pace in 


to 
va 'S by donee which put month's 
| 96) oP 14.1% ‘ manufacturers and importers 
pe tle jug 2 from Feb, 1984. For first 2 


Ped 20.6% to 1.46 million. 


increase to nearly $17.8 billion. Continuing as 
largest segment was computers and industry 
equipment at $67.6 billion, up 15.8%. Sales of 
communications equipment rose 11.2% to $46.1 
billion. Industry had 1.81 million employes at year's 
end, up 10.4% from end of 1983. 


sensor is needed for electronic still 
cameras to be able to produce prints satisfactory for 
consumers, and Kodak is "making good progress” on 
developing one, according Group Vp Wilbur 
Prezzano. He said Kodak showed one-chip sensor 
with 360,000 elements several years ago, and 
company researchers "are far beyond that today." 


Megapixel 


Twin-deck VCR capable of copying 


: : =n 
videocassettes turned up In London last week in 

in affluent section a stone's throw from Sherlock 
Holmes's former igs on Baker St. Sharp — 
PAL-SECAM machine, same one sold in Mideast (and 
with Arabie printing on tags), was quoted to different 


shoppers at $1,170-$1,580. 


i | 3 
a Rta Sas 95, NO." 
nts. 2Dh; Ee EYES APPLE: "This year you'll 
wit “ee aiey ZoMMOrOr pany,” said Commodore Mktg. Vp i 
Aeout A pole Bae ardi last week. "We'll maintain 
* 0 Shoe os ak Lene and add where necessary so we can 
Says Wn ~8R .tpiputl? ound our competition," he sai 

l 450) ig gist ally Sure spit aac 

ast yea, y ae ont nu! that company plans to reenter specialty 

Paig ex? ution as well as cone Masser ket 
e ste i "Competition, of course, is Apple, which 
Ost amph ‘bly plans to invade Commodore's 
hey'ng ea ‘rket turf with Ile. 
in Ne pas 
~da Vo : and Corporate Planning Vp Clive Smi 
2 (7g % Mong Leon's exit from home market as great bas 
29 Syste Steg, paint unity fOr Commodore. Said Smith: "PCjr was 
ping with ope "down PC at date sit ago. Their erystal 
BNesg a 't clear. e product was misguided in 
a to pa ; and functions; the basic design was at 
fea [BM pulled out because it couldn't make a 
(98%) ws i. PCje couldn't get ahwe te tte Deora 
ran an. aee twas never designed to sell at a price point where it 
od inte Only : all settled -- $895, less discounts. IBM price 
Pana in ees nre hurt dealers. They just weren't geared to 
Vand Onic - [new] competitive price points. Our overhead 
Le down Siwer.” Said Leonardi: "PCjr has added to our 

, With Sony is low lity." 
INCrS wera eredibity- 
if : 

agnavox Commodore's upcoming model 128 is designed as 


up 


ome time — 
said 


of machine, 
up said 

a month, 

+ Some 82% 
in last year, 
2% in 1981. 

, down from 
rage of $3 

r what study 
However, 


f 


competitor to Apple IIe. "We have everything they 
do at 30-35% less," said Leonardi, explaining that 
basic 128 including RF modulator, cables, ete. to 
attach to TV set would sell at street price of about 

1) (4 $299, including "relatively good margins." With 

") external drive it will be $500-$549 vs. IIc's starting 
price of $795 ($995 list). He said Commodore's 

ility to 512K and other features such as 

alphanumeric keypad will make it far better buy than 


Apple IIc. 


Company will continue model 64 as entry-level 
computer. Smith saw modest expansion in home 
computer market this year, adding that it now has 
shaken down to niche as adjunct to office and school 
computers. He said untapped area is communication 
between computers, claimed Commodore has 30% of 
home modem market. 


As for new Amiga computer, Leonardi and Smith 
were shy about details. "Hottest damn product I ever 
saw," exulted Leonardi. He did say it was "on track," 
adding "it won't be under $1,000," indicating it will 
n ie through specialty stores rather than mass 
ag tandisers. As for debut date, it's still "months 
; ay, but keep the summer open." 


Bees ardi conceded Commodore was under "big 
at sam introducing unprecedented 4 major products 
M € time -- the 128, Amiga and in Europe PC-10 
Clone" and Unix-based machine. He forecast 


ma} 
rent in next 2-3 years based on these 


¥ 


x * * 
ra Apple yi i 
> Com as biggest marketer of personal 
q Doon purchased for home use in 1984, topping 
Compr. n® Which led in 1983, according to Future 


mputi ; 
Puting, FC credits Apple with 29% of what it 


estimates TV DIGEsT 
- = —15 
eee last ae st factory value of hom 
e > r iy e 14 
in face At $1.7 billion, Caio” Of 1983 market 


illion, C 
Ap Opped to 19% Se Pade with 23% share 


ple eae ; 84. Growi 
12%, . ne with 18% share Terr ge r ae 
th Slipping market sbamsiaie Tas 

marketers Holes at 3% from 6%, All 
pers up 22% in 1984, down 


YEAR: N.V. Phi 
usiness lost more than $112 m1 
than double $55 million og million last year, more 


red ink stemme 


Grundig, com ° : 
Amsterdam ae Said at meetings in London and 


n last week. It said that as re 
restructuring, it should be profitable i ae 


Philips said it charged $45 million "agai 

pee equity and good will” Sintasner stone at 

rundig, and established reserve of $83 million to 
mi costs of extensive restructuring, particularly in 
a or TV. Company didn't give details but indicated 

ere would be plant consolidations in Europe and 
layoffs of up to 10,000 worldwide. Changes aren't 
expected to affect U.S. plants of affiliate North 
American Philips (NAP). 


Philips said that it's now assembling all its VHS 
home deck requirements in Europe using 95% local 
content, and that production is just about keeping up 
with sales. Company indicated it's considering 
making VCRs and NTSC color sets for NAP sale in 
U.S. and is prepared to produce 8mm Video 
camcorders when market develops. At same time, 
Philips said, it isn't abandoning V2000 VCR format. 

— 


U.S.-Japan trade dispute that began simmering 
in earnest last month (TVD March 4 p14) approached 
boiling point last week as Senate voted 92-0 for 
nonbinding resolution calling on President to take "all 
appropriate and feasible action" to persuade Japan to 
open its markets to imports from U.S. and to impose 
tariffs or quotas on Japanese products if it doesn't do 
so. Of prime concern is getting Japan to boost 
purchases of American goods enough to offset 
inereased exports of cars to U.S. now that quota has 
expired. Some senators indicated willingness to 
support retaliatory legislation if Japan doesn't 


respond. 


fi from TvB. Prime cause of falloff was 


ts 

departure of Texas Instruments, whl 
illi tional TV and spot ads 4 

ar tast a TI discontinued its home computer 


at end of 1983. Also reducing outlays last year were 


+ at $7.74 million, off 26.3%, amd 
03.9 a down 13.1%. Rising sharply was | 
Coleco spending on now-discontinued Adam system, 


up 187.9% to $10.7 million. 
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Consum 


nic asst. gen. 5 


ues 


as ; 
comicter will add DeVesto’s sales planning an 


marketing responsibilities. 


ures International — 

TV vp, shifts to oreo emo 
‘ w business devel- 

Pictures international be rrodomsingpelig A operations 


dir. in = po a 
5 ia Paci ic region lene 
MGM/UA Home Video — 


. in U.K., j 
a aK. mktg. dir... Barry 
... Donald 
ehmn. of 


Video and Video Assoc. merger... 
appointed Lightning Video east 
Walin named for west 

Scott for central region; Kathy Clayton 


Brian McNamara joins Coffee Table Videos as sales 
dir.; William Le Blond, ex-Chronicle Books, named 


Phil Hart, former Sony Video Communications 
national sales mgr., appointed Services Administra- 
tion Div. vp, Sony Communications Products... Teri 
Zehentner joins Franklin Computer as sales vp... 
ees ee Oy jason nes Machines (Japan), 

pres. . marketing subsidiary, succeeding 
Thomas O'Reilly, who continues as consultant... 
Mardi Garren, ex-Verbatim, joins Ramtek as mktg. 
communications mgr. 


J Dwain Aidala, ex-NEC Electronics, joins 
Mitsubishi Electronics (U.S.) as asst. to Semi- 
a Div. _ Mer. Hiroo Taniguchi... Jack 

promoted at Murata Erie from mktg. vp to 
mktg. and sales senior vp, new post; Charles Augello 
named vp-gen. mgr. of Marietta, Ga. ceramic 


capacitor plant, succeeding George Yumoto, 


es to corp. mktg. and sales administration 
He aah m resigns as AVX sales and 


——j—..., 


Pala: rela halted production of 5,25" 
a drives, said competition caused b 
Ss industry Capacity has made business . 


d output in mid-1984 
other computer OF to parent Sanyo Electric and 


ee 
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BROADCAST 
by Tauke-Tau 
Ad notes: Pioneer Electronics appoints Dane Commerce ar 
Fitzgerald Sample for $10 million home and car auii 
ad account, replacing Chiat/Day, names Rowland (. 
for PR... Akai names Bob Thomas & Assoc. for PR. 
NEC Home Electronics appoints Racz & Dessima 
Assoc. for computer monitors and other perip 
Agency has been handling home video... Axlon 
D'Arcy MacManus Masius to replace Chiat/Day 
electronic toy account... Kodak and NFL Propet 
signed expanded 2-year licensing agreement 
extension that for first time formally covers 
videotape as well as film, gives Kodak designati 
official videotape supplier to NFL... Enter, chile 
TV Workshop computer magazine for kids, folds 
June issue. Industry had 3 major tot-orient 
computer magazines. Others, K-Power 2! 
Microkids, closed last year. 


CBS SAYS N¢ 
interested in 
on takeover t 


DoJ APPROY 


Local zoning ordinances that discriminate 
against home and commercial receive-only sath 
antennas "in favor of other communications 


facilities" would be preempted under ue i ; 
Proposed by FCC, Targ tad tions a met : : 
that seemingly are intended to block spread Ot 
services. Acceptable ordinance Limitation pet a 
that have reasonable "health, safety 0° — 
Peratre and "constitute least restrict? te 
€ to 
roe me encoinelial such objectives ~— 


8s . 
’) 
4 

r Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer 


SUMMARY - INDEX 


m Congress, public interest 
attempt. FCC agrees 
onsideration, 


| 
i ae 
TS HELP fro 


ER Ele takeover 
ois unfriend'Y expedited ree 


uest : 
ee fore staff ruling. (P. 1) 
MPERILED by court cases holding 


Ary | . 
i 2 is First Amendment speaker. (P. 3) 


yurtMENT TOE 
ES pome misgivings, id 


AHEAD IN BILLINGS for 1984 despite 
in prime-time ratings. (P. 5) 


DTV in Europe strong enough to 
me in U.S. think. (P. >) 


sTILL 
sgshing 3rd 


iNNEY MAD ABOUT BUYOUTS in comparative 
- wodings and payoffs in petitions to deny, sees 
siqction' going on. 

mOADCAST DEREG BILL proposed in House again 


Twke-Tauzin. Majority of members on 
# see and Telecom panels cosponsors. (P. 6) 
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Consumer Electronics 


a wpe COURT TO REVIEW Appeals Court order 
a me Zenith-NUE $3 billion antitrust suit 
against Japanese TV manufacturers. (P. 11) 


40% OF TV HOMES now within range of stereo 
equipped Stations. List of 33 seen growing to 200 in 
major markets by year end. (P. 12) 


JAPAN VCR EXPORTS to U.S. again topped million 
in Feb., but TV shipments declined. U.S.-Japan trade 
dispute still simmering. (P. 13) 


TV-APPLIANCE DEALERS sell 40% of all color sets, 
28% of VCRs, NARDA is told. Members enthusiastic 
about business for rest of year. (P. 14) 


RADIO SHACK STICKS with true home computer but 
sees home office as real growth area. (P. 14) 


MARANTZ RETURNING to video this year after 
2-year hiatus with 2 VHS VCRs, packaged A- 


ot , components. (P. 15) 
—_ : k not ‘ Pe 
Co. | @SSAYSNO THANKS TO BOESKY: Networ Rige bbr best a ridwest baltton of 
bees a heer wort ee a el eas aan ne survey, ee Sa share down; 
: ver threats. (P. Panasonic remains 2nd. (r. 
Is. : 
ects iW APPROVES CABLE SWAP by Storer and Times CAMCORDER, made by Sony, shown in 
1 ‘inv involving nearly 500,000 subscribers. No co ee postpones Kodavision in aarere 
= ! : " eat seen for ending overbuild war i Polaroid unit on market in Tampa. (P. 
. : ssional 
| HT: Reacting to compre 
uns | RER GETS HELP FROM CONGRESS IN” PRONY Fay Storer Communication Ss 
en's Pear, FCC April 5 agreed to expedite PeLbin’ cect, keep hands of in fight wit 
Natseration of staff action saying Commission WOW), "01 get assets. Cont senied Storer 
& ki stockholders who seek to take ie compemontacts are pe pe Rast ‘cations’ 
Under its ex aning no off-reco tion of Store Storer 
fe noe Stay Ot stat ios on Committee for ECC it would rule om 
x ‘© Of short-term transfer applications (TVD April 1 po 
tition b A A ide of 
ite Y April 12, arlier last week on S april 
e . 
eY congrese: < had stepped into proxy L. nat o get involved ve aid staff 
BP onpay Ssional lawmakers ha ; Bureau decision (D-Mich.), 
‘| 'p)"Smplaining to FCC about Mass Media BOSC nn, Dingel 
a | Y included House Commerce Comm! ae 
-wiation of Feder 
- t written permission, jg. violation ° 
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HAPPY NARDA MEETING: Agpliangas TY dee °% 

sell more consumer electronic produc , stor 

other type of dealers, Pres. Thomas Pete eae 

about 400 NARDA members at once TV gr atid 

hville last week. He sal ) 

42% of all color sets last year while clooe= aie 

competitive group -- department poet: - 

16% share. Appliance-TV dealers had 1 eva ie 
rojection TV and 28% of VCRs. Seca cas 

eS percentages were about same as 1983, 


color TV up slightly and VCR and projection TV down 


slightly. 


at 3-day convention generally were 
nia about sales for rest of this year but, as 
usual, expressed concern about profitability. 
Peterson said he expects unit volume of color be 4 
match 1984, but profits could be down because 0 
greater proportion of 13" sets in mix. He forecast 
emergence of stereo TV as major product later this 
year, but said there's little activity now because of 
lack of programming. "People want built-ins, he 
added, "they don't want stereo-ready. ' As for VCR, 


he said sales can go nowhere but up for remainder of © 


year, and prices nowhere but down. 


John Fisher, pres. of Fisher's, Cherry Valley, Il., 
said he expects 1985 to be one of best years in his 
company’s history, particularly from VCR sales. 
"Sales have been excellent because of reduced 
prices," he said. "Stereo TV is becoming important, 
especially at the high end.” 


Former NARDA Pres. James Renier, Dubuque, 

Ia., looks for modest increases in color sales this year 

because of replacement market for growing number 

of sets at least 13 years old. He said he's selling 
more models above $400 than under $400. He added: 
"We've been stocking stereo TV even though there's 
no stereo TV broadcasting in our area. We sell it on 
the basis that stereo will be at hand this year and you 
shouldn't obsolete your purchase.” Renier's outlook 
for VCRs for remainder of year: "The sky's the 
limit." As for Korean imports, he believes Japanese 
manufacturers already have met the challenge in 
their price structure. 


k Al Rubin, Philadelphia, says he has been having 
unbelievably good year," expects good business to 
continue through year's end. He credits advertising 
~~ budgeted at 5% of sales -- for his strong showing, 
Rubin told us stereo TV was starting to sell: "People 
are aware of stereo TV and the sophisticated 
consumer asks for and buys it." Projection TV sales 
have been doing better than last year, Rubin added 
because they're now being priced under $2,000. 


Peter Vrantikis, Salt Lake Ci id hi 

goods sales were off slightly one peat 
expects improvement later this year. "We're doing a 
respectable job with VCRs," he said. "It's a 
Competitive market. The VCRs we sold last year at 
vae are now going at $329. I'm more encouraged 

th the sale of big-screen than stereo TV. I think 
people are more ready to buy big-screen since prices 


d than they are to buy stereo TV." He ol af 
SR eee appraisal of projection TV, add oa - 4 . 
under-$2,000 price point has put life into big-Seree® | sum 


pet® 
RADIO SHACK ON COMPUTERS: IBM decision ;, ( 
serap PCjr and problems Atari and Commodore a _ en 
experiencing aren't causing other leading home —~ . ts, 
computer marketer, Radio Shack, to have any ond we a 
thoughts about continuing in that market, aceor ding ae 
to Pres. Bernard Appel. ral b 
"The low-end market is not showing any ’ ' 
but it's big enough for us selling the quantity we a’, ' ur 
though "it's true we haven't sold as many leeler ail 
computers] as we would have liked to," Appel toig 4, p 
last week. As for so-called home market, it's . pous® 
owing, but away from entertainment. "The at nd 
customer is becoming more sophisticated and wants V fie 
more." 
~ Company's newest model, $1,200 IBM i ‘i 
PC-compatible Tandy 1000, is targeted at just that a 
market as "combination home and small business unit abo ae 
that fills the gap in the market even stronger” than pe 
any current competitive offering. Company , 
spotlights that in new print campaign that bills 1009 vid 
as "what the IBM PC and PCjr should have been, but in zi 
never were. (And never will be.)" of Sef 
As for IBM's dropping PCjr, "that could say the 
home market isn't big enough for them, but that's not» bene: 
true," Appel said. Big reason for move "is obvious -- advar 
the consumer didn't like the machine. The name was —— 
a misnomer, it wasn't a junior PC but another brand 
machine altogether, it wasn't 100% compatible,” he pp 
said. IBM, Appel said, never was able to position it Philig 
properly; "it was poor execution all down the line, a ao 
case study of how to do it wrong, and it goes to show 
what a great marketing system we have in this 
country." acs 1 
Appel said he doubts industry has seen last of . 
IBM in home-office personal computer market, Stes 
indicated expectation that IBM will introduce new wr 
low-cost model before too long. His view is in line Thar 
with other observers who have been expressing doubt : 
that IBM has really abandoned that market segment. handj 


f 


There's speculation it has U.S. marketing plans for 2 

less expensive PC compatible computer now being . 

produced in Japan under IBM license by Matsushita. ; 
Se 


a 


Advanced CD digital audio system being Perig 
developed jointly by Warner Records and N.V. Philips it ha, 


subsidiary Polygram would combine disc's music and 
data-handling capabilities. Along with music, 

are to contain text and graphics that would be 

on liquid crystal or other display in player. 
down road, companies say, CDs could offer videe 
Meanwhile, Sony, first on market with battery 
pore and car CD player dee first 
complete CD boom box. It's battery portable 
combination stereo FM-AM with phan deck, CD 
Player and detachable speakers, $550 list. 


WITT TT 


re 


ri 


Do A nal 


1g—TV DIGEST 


al Reports 


reports $ 
These 21 ae ‘ot available at pres 
ager vente denote less. 


aed during past ¥ 
obtained ae Amout 


hotes: 


"adjusted. “Includes special credit; restated. 
SS 


No CES exhibit is planned by Sony Consumer 
Products at this year’s summer show. Company, 
which had most prominent and elaborate display at 
last winter's CES, notified EIA it won't be at Chicago 
show. Sony said it's having its first national 
distributor and dealer convention in 3 years in Tucson 
starting April 15, plus extended private showings and 
dealer open houses in May, and thinks it's more 
important to go direct to own dealers and distributors 


than to devote effort to CES exhibit. Sony Tape 
Sales will exhibit as usual. 


Australia has been bitten by high-tech bug, has 
n fund to help local companies with 
grants to foreign investors. 

Ms in microelectronics and 


communications. Three- ear indust 
program calls for spend : ry development 


Support research, with 
training and grants to 


ing about $12 million to 
rest earmarked for worker 
manufacturers, 


sumer Electronics Personals 
consumer Ee 

: sdale, former North American py. 
Keit> pusiness planning MEP., moves Navin 
corpora r Electronics as strategic planning ‘4 | 
Osage’ R.W. (Mike) Staup, resigned to ,,."’ 

© siness interests... Jerry Kaloy, Seat 
International pres. and more ree. ently ef 
Oe een appointed Dynascan pres.-CEQ, 

ee Carl Korn, who has held post on inte 
Chmn. 


My resignation last Dec. of Frank DiLeo, 
sin 


Tim basig 
Emmer named MGM/UA Home Video 
‘Rober pusiness affairs dir... John Turner, 
wes International dir., appointed Pres. of Media 
Heron Entertainment, replacing Ronald Safinic, 
Home aieasliess Jack Bernstein advanced from 
pee ution and mktg. senior vp to exec. VP, Philip 
distri han to finance and administration senior yp. 
Callag Diener, pres. of Heron Communications a; " 
ries aaa joins Heron International board... Geng 


Marino named exec. VP, World Premiere Home Videy, | , 


: Marino, advanced to pres... 
ance eer named King of Video controller... 
Howard Ramkin joins cus camee, 
obs vi520 mkt. development mgr. 


Semiconductor Business Diy, 
en Te “as ri pres. of IC anne 
erbsidiary Intersil, succeeding George Wells, rep! 
to join LSI Logic as lone eee ras vocketi 

Fuji Photo (Japan) 2 ete opey hel 
Photographie Mfrs. 

instruments is eyeing site of sukuba 
Expo '85 (TVD March 25 p14) as - eapegtern 4th 
Japanese IC plant. Company has ae aes ~~ 
portion of land in Tokyo suburb tha’ eee 
when fair closes in Sept. TI said it p mer 
centralized R&D lab and plant for ultra aa RAD 
ICs. NEC, meanwhile, announced it “em vi cent 
center on 17-acre Tsukuba site. Rese eical da 
on new materials, ultra large scale ICs, °P 


F nics. 
processing, artificial intelligence, pioelectro 


oe each up” 
RCA is offering to repurchase os $36 

75% of 10.6 million outstanding shares © ith its 

preferred stock issued in 1980 in seo cit last 

acquisition of CIT Financial. RCA oo $3 less th 

year. Price is about $2 over market * 

original issue value. 


Obituary 


Fred Goldstein, 55, pres. of rer once oe 
Marketers, died of cancer April 4- tea careet sie”! 
and pioneer audio vrsoheg. a et in N.Y- = 
Terminal-Hudson hi-fi retaile t nome 
sales mgr. of KLH oe ee v976 to be be - 
mktg. vp of Advent, gning 

Longy School of Music, Cambridge, M8 cee. 
rejoined Advent following year & SP vent's 
leaving to join rep in May 1981 afte® 
bankruptcy. Wife survives. 
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P les vp in Las Vegas for Sed aust cs More ectroni 
ae of take part... Take Pride’. (P "to convention peeHiBA’s VHS F . 
; annivers UTUR 
ne . its V ary sale RE emphasi 
leg F ge nevECTS sTORER 2ND TIME in fight : CR isticat ete ee ee at 20th 
’ georel Hectic week for media mergers against MAR N new format orecast of 75-85° 
- atte, presahere re Jeans mike ee rate an VCR SALES a @pll&l5) 
; ann vy Ev) fall 1% sah ee million Coby 15 million ann 
WwW : 0 
eee CABLE COMPETITION ORDER: . 1984. (P. 12) or sales for fon cin 
gest TV as competiti : Choice of 3 AVERAGE C cing 
” jeoglate 90% of subscribers ©. ee will 1984, poeta aie Aca 
nae Severe in ete ic af Ets, es 
REBUFFS K erm , perhaps m 
med pa sohibit : ean aati ISSUES: ACT petitions SONY INTROD s of profits. (P. ace 
S. ofit-sharing commercials’ and Toshiba st UCES DIGITAL 
arrangements denied resses FS set at sal 
‘oat - 7) pel T, MTS, monitors ei 
4M THREATENS NETW ICE WARS CIT an Wt 
: . ED i 
ixtrine complaints on beer sLaqanieg ee fairness | acta asters and NAP reports. 
h ssanterad legislation in works. (P. 7) . House p. (P. 16) om game-computer 
EIA A 
.d #EVISED FOC FEE SCHEDU UDIO SURVEY 
uct an Commission. Se auction bill being ca homes, ‘Santen ee sy stems in 87% of 
D early this week. (P. 8) i oe pacts in 51.1%, icoles in 2 99% ee 
@ We00Isc. RCA-S gene a 
ater ISCS FOR TV CA-SHARP JOINT ; 
ta heasonie for use in fone cable introduced by million investment oes nture, with more than $200 
én ing, automation. (P. 8) manufacture CMOS VISE in US — 
SEEKS : “* . 18) 
ene ryli REVIEW in ‘ 700,000 
to tuling on W campaign t Q AM STEREO radi 
; TVH Syracuse. {P. 9) pan veh PH M system rarila coy rk aS 
. rands, 25 ib aims, with 24 radi 
icials : VEGAS 
an » equipm IN RECORD 
ent NUMBERS: More than 35,000_broadeaste™ 
si ins Hangers-on. and acturers, programmers, | eae 5 Ls aera 
egas , more than ev ; ’ ers, Dro cers, engineers, 
a gas as NAB 63rd annual pT ee gn pail 
Comp -atured alo ¥ ay: 
on ng with 30 
t fe ot and mem 
iS Wag n acne Staffers is eae: on aa ss, 5 FCC commissioners and many 
- oe the otis nadigicard ver exhibit of broadcast equipment, t ing up 320,000 
i Bs y Hilton Center. Record 678 manufacturers are showing 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
‘ch took hun 
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hip fight Mon. night, whic 
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4, Tog, 95s N 7 : 
yol- - TOSHIBA; SONY: Sony introduceg its 
lag av FR ai set in U.S. last weekend at sales meeting 
Bo t , digit® “toshiba expanded its line of 
Was Vt queso” “tube (FST) sets as its reps and key 
985 pat el iawas 
3 
hag de ya color TV line has 21 models, of which 14 
tosh ave multichannel sound, 14 have 


pave os 9 out terminals, 15 wireless remote. 
ine 


Cing yd 


tom jst prices, comparisons are with Same or 
vant in je model year ago. Line starts with pair of 
ra woo ment AC-DC set with A-V terminals at 
= pldoves g" AC-DC at $380, only set with 
mee cal tuning. Leader 13", with voltage 
Ce gecna zed tuner that Toshiba says is nearly same 
'an'g gpthest echanical type, is $300 (down $40 from 
ost 85 me remote version with cable tuning is 
ree $80). In same series, new 19" leader is 
Nost $380 is last in line without cable tuning; remote 
ther si (both down $70); 20" FST remote with A-v 
Onal el is $540, and 25" holdover MST remote with 


rts, Vis unchanged at $1,200. 


be All-FST step-up series, with A-V monitor 
ri jeatures added, starts with 14" at $400 (down $20), 
able J] eaote at $530; 20" begins at $490 (down $40), with 


J remotes at $620 (down $60) and $670, and MTS model 
7 592; new 26" is $1,150. 

-98. _ 9 —Top-of-line Video Logic monitors, all remote 

ith MTS, all holdovers, open with 14" at $760 (down 

$0), with 20" at $880 (down $50), version with RGB 

input $980 (down $20), digital set at $1,300 (up 

$10). Toshiba introduced first audio-video system 
26" color with Beta Hi-Fi VCR, MTS, color 

mtroller-enhancer, 100-w amp -- at $4,000. 


& 


Sony digital TV, introduced last fall in Japan 

|! Oct 22 p12), is 25" model incorporating "Home 

“ugement Helper." Remote control has 

phanum eric keypad, permitting viewer to use set as 

_ ole memo pad" to store information and 

‘o wlming instructions, events such as birthdays, 

en! and -off, channel blocking, ete. It can 

_ Pup to 80 formatted pages, can be used to 

ve ' ‘ecording and playback on one Betamax 

tai which is in XBR Black Trinitron series, 

ap. 'sital comb filter, carries $1,350 list. 

! Sheduie digital system with line-doubling feature 
ed for Mmtroduction here later this year. 


ff ae 230 introduced another, nondigital, . 
Otel 9 se highly praised XBR series, another 25 
| Oni 200. Both new sets have MTS, all 

tures, on-screen display of user controls. 


\ 


e "a's new top-of-line audio receiver has 
“nections for video signal sources and 

‘witch for dubbing, also synthesizes 

“ty audio or video source. New 

" When <1 built-in shielding to protect picture 

Toes tiOn, “Sed with video system. In answer to our 

dg te Very of Yp Don Palmquist said Yamaha “is 

| tw, Closely at video and what we should be 

“have no announcement at this time. 
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Toshiba Ameri 

| erica 

a 8TOwth across Seer 
le told reps and deale 


tperformed 
in 1984, 
PS at sales 


ey t2% in VCR, 33% in 
. 1 n i " 
‘MPressive than t _ pa les me 


aS S0al of becom} raat 
Le ompany by 1988. pre wion consumer 


Dec 17 pg),’ x, .2.10 Venture with Westingho 
‘ urashima said T ; ; 8! use (TVD 
get plant Operational in 1986 ae 1s trying now to 
fis . 


scheduled 198 d of originally 


Although upbeat atm 
Osphere at eo ti 
showed TA had successful 1984 and was looking to 


surfaced during presentation by Consumer Product 
Sector Senior Managing Dir. Fumio Ohta, who said 
mood in U.S. is such that foreign manufacturers no 
longer Can expect to succeed by flooding U.S. market 
with low-priced goods. Foreign companies "have to 
change our strategy" and concentrate on high-tech 
products "across the entire line." 

—_——_y——_ 


: —a 


Vidmax, early advocate of interactive 
Laservision discs, has moved hq from Cincinnati to 
Don Mills, Ont., near Toronto, to be near new 
Canadian financing, said CEO Robert Robbins. He 
won't say who's providing funds, told us money is 
being used to complete R&D work on interactive LV 
project designed for coin-op games and possibly 
military training. It's scheduled for release later this 
year, will provide what Robbins calls point-of-view 
simulation -- "as if you were there." Vidmax had 
been involved with eae thberpkedenarmgea 
ill subject of year-old lawsuit that no 

severe to mals trial stage until a sei 
original date. Robbins has given up on ! 1m poem 
including computer-LV applications, said s 
look like there'll be any _ ae ane 
company's National Gallery and Pe at es shai 

rograms are still carried by Pione ae sith 
if 500-2,000 copies of former have been sold, 
? 


latter averaging 50-100 a month. 

8" laser 
Custom maste = = oan 
videodises is offered by Fe eae t pes = 
Flieger ates instead of any 12-in. 
our cost 60%," company says 
turnaround time as 


> Pp i i j as $ for 10 


for longer runs of both 8" and 12" dises. 
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becomes 
aecdonee Se : Ultrx hi-fi line; Tom Jones 
r catalog showroom sales; 


litary and premium ae 


from TV-VCR mktg. es 


— i i, ex-Warner 
prod ick Staniszewskl, ex 
, earn re and william Tovatt, a2 
aa ador/Waste King, join Hitachi as eas 
eee western area sales Mgrs. respectively. 
re. 


Thomas i - i d pres.-CEO 
Rattigan, ex Pepsico, named | 

f Commodore North America, new operating group 

. International... Mark Yoseloff, former 


ore . 
palgrenrnepr tos of manufacturing Adam computer, 
has left Coleco... Thomas Mullaney named ; 
pres.-CE0O, Softsel Computer Products, succeeding 


Robert Leff, now co-chmn. 


Brian Heidtke, former staff vp and asst. treas., 
elected RCA vp-treas., succeeding John Rolls, now 
senior vp, finance (TVD April | pll)... Francis 
Arnone, ex-chmn.-CEO, Broadway dept. stores, 
appointed to new post of exec. vp for mktg. and 
mdse., Platt Music Co... Harvey Shrednick, 
ex-Nabisco, joins Corning as vp, information services. 


Christopher Deering, ex-Spinnaker Software, 
appointed sales and mktg. senior vp, RCA/Columbia 
Pictures International Video... Cheryl Gersh joins Hal 
Roach Studios Nostalgia Classics Div. as mktg. dir... 
Richard Corrigan promoted from Fuji Magnetic 
Products district sales mgr. to regional sales mgr., 
midwest region; Donald Jackson promoted for 
western region; James Stovall becomes senior 
district sales mgr., western region; Peter Mitchell 
and Gregory Bakeburg district sales mgrs., midwest; 
David Dietz senior district sales mgr., western 
region; Jeff Berman district mgr., western region. 


Robert Summer, RCA Records 
, pres., elected 
chmn., RIAA. New board members: Al Teller, CBS 


named vp, Billy Emerson 
= secy., Russ Solomon t re 
ward and Jeanette Shapiro, founders of sowsede: 


Electronics, jointly recei 
. ? receive | 
Businessperson of the Year tse it Small 
usiness Administration, 


ard from U.S. Small 


p, GE, w-G REPORT: Both GE ang No yO 
NAP; ‘can Philips singled out low prices in op 


meri . las : 

«4c ag weak points in first-qu i 
Ca ae table). NAP reported 20.4, rest 4 2 ‘3 
a on 4% gain in ore — es! quarter attriy i 2 es < he 
mast OF Baill te ae te ee, winter ation sa rot, of 
hospital attendant 91 i age which inepe ay tod ee 
by about $6 million (21%) per share. Without thon? prek’ panic 
transactions, net would lave been diva iy5 oom phew us 5 
Company said intense price Competition o,;; %p, ate oe m6) 
have impact on consumer electronics business Ned tp | 5 /94 
while continuing records were set by professign' | gurve 
equipment segment, these were offset by Slug tal ms 1 
industrial conditions that affected electricg) va gst 57.8 
electronic components business. d . I Fm 

6 

GE said some consumer-related markets . 99.9% pad 
"more sluggish" than anticipated and cited "Dei ere gatin 
weakness" in consumer electronics but general] os wi 
reported consumer product earnings well ahead at owne ail 
year earlier on lower revenues because of sale of sim, in | 
housewares operations to Black & Decker. sroductS 

a 

Wells-Gardner's loss last year (TVD March ig | case ste 
p15) resulted from deficits in both its business tap 12 4% 
segments, annual report shows. Company had $2.3) 1.6%). 
million operating loss from video monitor busi jeast one 
after $1.79 million in areade game monitor invent, median pt 
writedown and other special charges. Monitor sale; 
fell 40.9% to $13.5 million, all of decline from Amo: 
arcades, as sales of data display monitors jumped cassette t 


121% to about $6.8 million. W-G also lost $427,599 
on its contract assembly of color TV for Teknika 
Electronics, as revenue from that business dipped 
18.4% to $4.27 million. Teknika switched to oversex 
source for 13" color sets last year. Despite that, 
Teknika was W-G's biggest customer last year, 
accounting for 24% of its $17.8 million in sales, 
followed by newcomer AT&T, presumably buyer of 
monitors, at 16%. i 


None of W-G's former large arcade monitor 
customers -- Bally, Centuri, Mylstar and Williams— 
accounted for as much as 10% of sales in 1984. _ 
Mylstar and Centuri quit coin-op videogame busines — 
last year. W-G report notes that company's 4 
component parts purchases from Teknika last ye! 
fell 91.4% to $682,000. Those parts were primarily _ 
for areade game monitors. Under contract | 
agreement, Teknika retains ownership of parts t aa 
sends W-G for TV assembly, so they aren't counte” 


zx 


et 
« $4 


ce 
foe 


Semiconductor sales in first quarter drones 
to $2.4 billion, recovery hampered by slow 
,omputers and office equipment, Semi oo % 

Assn. reports. Although it says '* 
shipments © 


Industry . 
year, or about $10.4 billion, wi arter tt 
2 ete 10.. billion, with 2nd quart oy . 


se "3a yan icant ne ie 
_, Maxell started shipment of 8mm MP ai 
Videocassettes in U.S. April 1 in 30-, 60- ant? ; 
engths, with 120-min, due in June, 


URVEY: Ownership of Component 
tems has increased in last 2 years, 
sy$ clined. In car audio, aftermarket 
‘ feed significantly as percentage of 
ri Ove dec among findings in 3rd of series of 
W Tes? en ership and buying patterns 
¢ ket Facts Inc. for EIA Consumer 

ae py M is Audio Mktg. Services Committee. 

nic is covered 1980 and 1982 (TVD April 
«ais StU 


ws 87% of U.S. homes had audio 
ows (js compared with 79.9% in 1982, 
s ast pee es had component systems (up 
cal 37. 1982), 51.1% had compacts (up 7.4%) and 
. a consoles (down 1.2%). 


ve ? isingly, percentage of component 
ice gather surPr prand systems hasn't chatiped 
ly ss _ -n 2 years —- in 1984 it was 29.4%, vs, 
1 of epics. Ownership penetration of various 
of gbe Portable tape recorders using standard 
C 50.9%; mini or micro Cassette, 7.5%. In 
rs. 50.5% are AM-FM, 34.6% have cassette 
118 a ye from 1982), 11.6% have 8-track (down 
pl 4 ie: gst one in every 10 households owns at 
$2.8] ae combination telephone-clock radio, with 
less, Lt 0 ce paid listed as $50. 
Entory pedian pri 
Sales mong those buying in last 2 years, 18.3% of 
ed atte recorder owners said their systems were 
7900 gi fe al-cassette type. Rack systems accounted for 57% 
he is systems, up from 38% in 1982. 
a | ifermarket car stereo purchases declined by 5.5% 
erseas - tom 1982 to 1984. Compact dise systems were 
t by 0.2% of U.S. households in last 2 years. 
Ni total of 20.1% of households bought personal 
prtable stereos with headphones in last 2 years. 
i The 70-page study, with demographic data, is 
milable to non-CEG members for $150 from EIA, 
r MW) Eye St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20006 (ask for 
ms <= UA Audio Industry Consumer Study). 
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» | definitely want to subscribe to Television Digest With Consumer Electronics so that | may keep up with the = 
ftog broadcasting, ‘able, <cndaiener electronics antl allied fields. I understand I will receive Television Digest on a weekly basis for a 
ed as fl year for only $462 (foreign, $521). Washington, D.C. subscribers must add $26.22 for sales tax. : 

AWE satan Dicesh eason — 

ia ‘RISK GUARANTEE: I understand that if | am not 100% satisfied with Television Digest — for whatever r 

' entitled to a full refund on all unmailed copies. No questions asked. 

L Please send . : 
j 6% hd me a free four week trial subscription to Television Digest. i 
for enclosed, C).-Billme. G Charge my credit card 

: nean Express, O Visa. © MasterCard. Expires 
_ is , Sienature 
for Name 


Comp, 


‘any 


Address 


I 
DIGEST INC. 


il Television Digest, Inc. 
LEVIOICN 1836 dulienan Pachae. 


Washington, L™&. 


TV DIGEsT__17 


China w; 
Producen be World's 2nd largest pic 
, Capacit ~ - 
Journal, Je “ompleted ee ee 
Currently hose is largest with 40 millio 
© have aske} wy one 


ture tube 
llion, when 
pan Economic 
nh. China 


Ould boost Japanese 
1 tubes 30% to 13 million in year to 
© meet demand from China. 


ie ached agreement with 
of its debt, and rs to restructure about $2.4 million 


uters... Latest shakeout victim is 


' , developer of Visicale, which will be 
acquired by Lotus Development Corp. to market 


SA's programs. Visicale developers SA Chmn. Daniel 


Brickman and Pres. Robert Frankston will join 
Lotus. 


Semiconductor shipments to U.S. OEMs were 
down 18.8% to about $2.39 billion in first quarter, 
according to estimate by In-Stat Electronics Report, 
which predicts only modest recovery in next 9 months 
and estimates sales for year will be off by 14%. 
In-Stat traces problem to combination of inventory 
glut and reduced demand. It says that while 1984 
shipments were valued at $11.6 billion, $2 billion of 
that was sitting in customer inventories at year's end. 
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SUMMARY - INDEX 
OF WEEK’S NEWS VOL. 25, NO. 16 


STORER 
GOES ON OFFENSIVE with N.Y. news 


gcast z= = confe 
TION: Well-attended nrerence and lett 
pull ae in absence of crags rejection of dissident i shareholders urging 
ss - goes smoothly : ing takeover group’ t slate. Chmn. questions 
; eter defends geregulation. (P. 1) p's claims. (P. 8) 
gt ABC NET DROPS 18.6° 
! CHES cBs TAKEOVER, offering triple tn Quart 18.6% while NBC earnings nearl 
P wt a ponds but no cash for all CBS shares profit “i aotagn os TV sparks small Best. Coote 
a i = skepticism abounds. Turner spends - @. 8) 
3 y50n for CBS stock. (P. 3) Consumer Electronics 


‘ UNTARY TV-RADIO RULES for SONY STA 

yrces VOL . i { STAKING VCR FUTURE 
ae “review panel, govt. oversight. House bill promises more to come, at BE ema eee. 
oe on mandatory counterads. (P. 5) MTS stressed in Panasonic line. (Pp. 11 & 14) 


gst ay ATTACKS WIDEN: Congressman at GE IS REVIEWING ROLE in U.S. color market 
«AB SAY codification is long-shot, urge compromise. considering production options, but has no immediate 
pels Court seems to favor cable view; Mooney plan for change, says Vp Jacques Robinson. (P, 12) 


~ ays rules (P. 5) 

STEREO TV AUDIO without MTS planned by Group W 
9 FEE PLAN REVISED: Annual broadcaster feeis Cable for all its systems. Jones Intercable selling 
lio ‘iginated from plan, FCC Managing Dir. Minkle VCRs as part of service package. (P. 15) 


v in lor strong supporter. (P. 6) 
ay. Fowler strong PP RCA WILL MAKE INVESTMENTS needed to stay 
rNASONIC MAKES WAVES at NAB with new world elass color maker, official says. (P. 1d) 


-format recorder using 1/2" VHS tape. . ; ; 
at wd shows off Silverlake. Cart machine war ee) oa oy but ig oa og Lloyd's posts 
naps. (P, 6) oss. Tandy earnings . . 
P PARENTLY OUT of CES as exhibitor but 
r Uck oF STEREO TV PRODUCT fi” by MTS ATA ve presence Ly orcago. Coleco signs 5 
tito that accuse networks and Hollywood o vs retailers to handle Adam liquidation. (P. 1 ) 


08 ‘ut-dragging, Costs cited. (P. 7) 


a, : et 
i Ps ISSUES DOMINATE NAB CONVENTION: ss most past oo a eatting 
e issue dominated last week's convention ea F cap laine by bro deasters 


tatements or t icials and very *© 
hreats by govt. officials 4 vee might be banned on 


to spotlight threat that beer and wine Ste corti 
5 pas on issue featured members of Congress, but subject attractey be os stayed in 
ae story). Some 30 members of Congress came and rie heard most often to descr 
oe “cas and were easily accessible to broadcasters: Word we 


| *edings was "dull." r regates, 
.- | Fe ie nord 3 exe 
oy ve ) , igh providing aooms for recor’ =» cotd (2; 

© dle St ft) a year ago at same site. or nipits WS describe 

Bim,” vere: seconds. Traffic through expr 

6 19 
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osted 29.2% rise in 
: d while sales were up 
od record, company 
ycial table). 


RCA NET UP: RCA ae 
first-quarter earnings, and 
1.4%, they set opening perl 
reported last week (see finar 
i from 

d lower sales, flat earnings 
Saas in period. Pricing pressures 
margins produced be ee sales 
arnin umer electronics, whe 
sah - Coogolid State Div. was off significantly, 


performance of improved results from 
It reported imp t, RCA said it 


RCA said it h 


RCA rene fit gain 
had substantial prot : d 

: ja Pi s, while RCA Records ha 
with Columbia pate (For more on RCA 


igher earnings on lower sales. @ 
ei on meeting with security analysts 


elsewhere in this issue.) 


Lloyd's was primarily responsible for both 
increased sales and reduced earnings of parent 
Bacardi in first quarter. Bacardi, which reported “ 
15.4% drop in consolidated net to $10 million on 8.9% 
sales rise to $57.3 million, said profit slippage was 
“primarily the result of losses in the electronic 
consumer products segment,” while same unit was 
one of 2 divisions credited for $4.7 million rise in 
revenue. Bacardi, primarily rum producer and food 
distributor, acquired Lloyd's in 1983. 


Tandy net fell 64.9% in fiscal 3rd quarter after 
$18.3 million writedown of computer hardware and 
software inventory. Sales of Radio Shack parent 
were up 2.2%. Tandy said rapid decline in pricing of 
semiconductors and subassemblies, along with price 
deterioration in pricing of personal computers, "made 
it prudent to write down the raw materials and 
finished goods associated” with its model 2000 
computer. Also written off was cost of upgrading 
memory of lap computer inventory to 24K from 8K as 
well as cost of some software for discontinued 


models. 


Korea's Daewoo said increased exports, 
including consumer electronics, contributed to 20% 
rise in 1984 consolidated sales to $5.12 billion. 
Earnings of $43.9 million were down 2% when 
. translated to dollars but because of reduced exchange 
| rate were up 2% expressed in won. 


Motorola blamed sluggish semiconductor market 
for 47.4% drop in first-quarter net, said device sales 
were off 6% in period and new orders were down 
53%. It said short-term orders picked up at end of 
quarter, which may be indication that customer 
inventories are being worked off. Motorola said that 
ae Nov. 7 Senora Products Sector 

ployment has been trimm 9 
attrition to 20,000. oF pS EE 


Texas Instruments too is sufferi 
semiconductor market sag, said fealine ne and 
falling prices and startup costs for new facilities 
were responsible for 73.3% drop in first-quarter 
earnings. TI said it isn't joining others in looking for 
recovery in short term, predicted world market would 


be down 15% this year to $22 billion. "We beliey 
“Neve 


impact that the weakness in the computer market the g 


v 
A 
ill have on future semiconductor demand hac e w$ 
heen fully recognized,” company said in see ' ot ed o wi 
holders. Over longer haul, TI said, it expects hs ‘ 00» pO ast 
semiconductor market to grow to $70 billion } orld < $ on at IO 
as demand for electronics products rises to pad sess LES* nc 
$700 billion. Tt said it expects to spend $809 sal y i pte suite 
on R&D, $585 million on capital expansion this = “ Sy a gure 
2 ‘. 

Apple sales jumped 45.1% in 2nd quarter we 9 a 
although high marketing costs held gain in n - a essis Cc “f 
9.2%. Company said sales in education market — as 16h 
higher than expected. Pres. John Sculley said fre <i? of $1,! 
company would continue effort to keep expenses ; h ‘st it wi i 
line with business conditions. in f og 4.5" di 

p00 plas 

BSR posted 28.8% rise in pretax net to $33.5 jackin and AP 
million on nearly doubled sales of $503.4 million in qeamle new us 
1984. Company credited performance to now atatt Ata 
about-completed restructuring, which included ders it comp 
closing of last U.K. record changer plant last year of 16- ent £0 
increased emphasis on private label assembly of ’ - epl ted t0 stz 
high-tech electronic products. BSR said it has om 
contract to help modernize factories of Shanghai anwhile 
Instrumentation and Electronic Import & Export Me Cal., 
Corp., but said it will be some time before its an gut 
involvement with China results in any significant 16-bit at aoe i 
profits. BSR said it has completed reorganization of erry: 
North American electronics operations, expects ps ae 
profitability in that area this year. for inj 

of one Atari f! 

Verbatim, computer disc maker being acquired ud in ao 
by Kodak, posted $5.67 million loss in fiscal 3rd puter Wc ¢ 
quarter to March 29, $14.8 million loss for 9 months, 
against profits of $2.42 million and $9.94 million in _ Coleco la 
same 1984 periods. Deficit includes $2.7 million have Odd Lot 
provision for loss on dise duplication business being inventory of / 
sold to Polaroid. said it has ma 

v2 ae terms with 5) 

_ Audio add-on for electronic still photography is | Leisure, Toys 
being worked on in Japan by 13-company including prin 
standardization group led by Sony. System andes Odd Lot’ 
consideration would provide 10 sec. of sound for it! pe amdy 
picture stored on 1.85" micro floppy disc. FM fro n liquid 
modulated sound would be recorded by video heads, and Aquarius 
result in slight deterioration of picture color quality. n for year a 
Companies hope to have standard settled by June 
prototypes ready for showing this fall. Other 


companies involved: Canon, Casio, Fuji, Hitachi, 
Matsushita, Minolta, Mitsubishi, Nikon, Olympus, 
Sanyo, Sharp, Toshiba. : 


Sony will do its bit to improve imbalance in 
U.S.-Japan trade by importing 300,000 19” and 6 
color picture tubes, valued at $20 million, from 
plant in San Diego to Japan. Sony said it also pa 
to buy Cadillaes for use by its 3 deputy | idents- 


Clarion is newest Japanese manufacturer ¥ 
climb on 8mm Video bandwagon. of MF ne 
stereos says it will use 8mm as heart of in-dash rT. 
system it expects to start selling next year, With’ 
color display, for about $800. — 


95, NO. 16 
yor 1 OF ces? Whether Atari is in or out of 
;oU mer CES in Chicago depends on who's 


‘AR 
ATP’, 7 ae onsor, EIA Consumer Electronics 


e 2 

we : ow 4 while spokesman for Atari Canada 
says | vill be on hand and showing for 

some of new models promised at last 


t guess is Atari will be on hand but 


deliv) es, Bes 
CES not on show floor. Corporate officials 


wint j suite, . : 
in hote yrope last week and unavailable for 
L 


were nE 
- comments 
Just i bsidiary told us, will b 
Canadian Su ary » Wl eC 
‘Ore Ata it 524K model by end of May, priced at 


shipping Me 000 in U.S., slightly over that in 


in just xi it wil be packaged with 12" monochrome 
Cana 3 3.5" dise drive, and has earned nickname 
monitor, on names of Atari Chmn. Jack 


% h, play : 
— My Apple's Macintosh computer, which 


a rae unit is intended to match. It's 

Ateeestood Atari has scratched plan for 131K version 
¢ 16-bit computer as well as 65XE step-up 
replacement for current 800XL. But company is 


expected to start supplying distributors with L30XE. 


Meanwhile, Atari filed suit in U.S. Dist. Court, 
san Jose, Cal., to block Commodore's shipment of 
\g-bit computer developed by Amiga, which 
~ | commodore acquired last year. Action alleges that 
chips used in computer infringe on Atari patents, asks 
court for injunction and damages. Suit is outgrowth 
of one Atari filed last year charging Amiga with 
d YT? fraud in backing out of contract to supply Atari with 
computer IC chip designs (TVD Aug 27 p1g). 


= Coleco last week said it canceled agreement to 
have Odd Lot Trading handle liquidation of its 
. inventory of Adam home computers and software, 
; | said it has made new close-out deal at less favorable 
terms with 5 retail chains. Computers will be sold 

| off through Best Products, Kay Bee Toys, Lionel 
is | Leisure, Toys"R" Us, Zayre. Adam packages, 
including printer, are expected to go for about $300. 
} Odd Lot parent Revco, it's understood, was unhappy 
ch | with agreement because of unsatisfactory results 

| from liquidation of Mattel's Intellivision videogame 
and Aquarius computer inventory. That's been going 
y. | for year and supply still hasn't dried up. 


Still looking to hit computer jackpot is U.K.'s 
Clive Sinclair, At recent meeting with British 
retailers, he said company would introduce 
RA hag aa portable, indicated it would use 
hig of his flat CRT display for readout. Sinclair 
itahe considers LCD displays used on most 

mss ee portables to be totally 
Rabctake tee He said production problems with 2" 
od Pi b&w portable TV have been solved, and 
soon eee through American Express are to start 
* Froduction, which had been moved to Thorn 


M : 
| footinas Poen shifted back to Timex plant in Dundee, 
\ ply: 


T . 
alwan will set up its 4th export processing 
uorthern Taiwan, 45 km from Taipei and 
eelung, nearest port. 


20ne, f irst in 
rom 


10 
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David Beard 
en 
mkte, promoted at , . 
8- mgr. to VCR national oh i en 


consumer segment 

oe Systems contr 
AP Consumer Elee 

Birlem, resigned. 


ae moves to same post with 
ronics, succeeding Charles 


John Constantine, ex-Atari. io; 
Se | » €X-Alari, joins Spectravid 
aa eee or pee ne, Christopher Chan, ra held ant 
malonined asis until finalization of acquisition of 
pee uM interest in company by Hong Kong computer 
pe y irm Bondwell Holding; Joseph Lacayo 
x tari, appointed sales vp... Philip Ritti advanced 
mpex Magnetic Tape Div. from video tape 
product mktg. mgr. to division mktg. mgr. 
succeeding Ed Pessara, resigned... Thomas Brew 
appointed Kloss Video finance vp, new post; Walter 
Liebman, Albert Frank-Gunther Law vp and Boston 
U. Dean Henry Morgan, named dirs. 


Tsuneo Tanaka appointed pres. of Hitachi 
America, succeeding Katsuaki Suzuki, who returns to 
parent in Japan... Constant Busch advanced at N.V. 
Philips from U.K. finance dir. to corp. finance dir... 
John Chamberlin, one-time GE Housewares and 
Audio Div. gen. mgr., resigns as Lenox chmn. to join 
Avon as pres., succeeding Hicks Waldron, who 
continues as chmn. Waldron headed GE's consumer 
segment when Chamberlin was there. 


Robert Wiley, pres. of RCA distributor Fidelity 
Northwest, adds same post with Video One Video, 
replacing Tom Myers, now VOV consultant; Douglas 
Meadows and Owen Hoskinson move from Fidelity to 
become VOV exec. vp-gen. mgr. and vp of finance 
and systems, respectively... William Hickey resigns as 
exee. vp, VCA/Technicolor, to become pres. of new 
home video subsidiary of San Francisco Chronicle... 
Gary Needle named to new post of vp-gen. mer., 
Vidamerica, subsidiary of VCA/Technicolor... Cathy 
Mantegna advanced to press relations mgr., Vestron 
Video... Regional sales mgr. appointments at 
CBS/Fox's Playhouse Video: Debbie Skaler eastern, 
Shelley Gritz central, Jana DeZeeuw southern, Bill 
Bridges western... Felicia Kestenberg joins Video 
Gems as customer relations mgr... Promotions at 
VTR Movie Distributors: Andrew Kairey to dir. of 
mkt. services, Jeffrey Miller to national sales mgr. 


——j———— 


Ad notes: RCA agreed to modify instructions 
for its portable VCR and color camera ee 


lained to BBB that special 4% 
oe awe ded for use in Europe. RCA said it 
in its "go-anywhere” ad claim but amend 
instructions to provide guidance for overseas USC... 


Thomson Consumer Products appoints Dancer 
Fitzgeral Sample for line of mg 
monitors it plans to in June. 


and business — 


- ona 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 


orts as obtained during past week. Dash 
ailable at press time. Amounts expressed 


(12,258,000) 
(5,958,000) 


These are latest rep 
indicates information nol av. 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. 


c 


ton 
1984-year to Dec. 3! 
1983-year to Dec. 31 


rican Bcstg. Cos. 
1985-qtr. to March 30 
1984-qtr. to March 31! 


19,421,000 
23,862,000 


TET 
000 
1985-qtr. to March 31 8, 302 ,000 ,000 354,000, 
1986-atr. to March 31 | 8,139,000,000 227 ,000 ,000 
in Industries 

1985-gtr. to March 31 196,702,000 6,497 ,000 
1984-gtr. to March 31 176,415,000 5,663,000 
Bell & Howell 

198S-qtr. to March 30 167,139,000 4,380,000 
1984-gtr. to March 31 165,703,000 5,009,000 
ircult City Stores 

1985-year to Feb. 28 519,200,000 

1984-year to Feb. 28 356,700,000 

1985-qtr. to Feb. 28 179,700,000 


124,600,000 


1984-gtr. to Feb. 28 


27,397 ,000 


1985-qtr. to March 30 
4,441,000 


1984-qtr. to March 31 


15,939,000 


1985-gtr. to March 3) 
12,359,000 


. to March 3) 


ox Communications 
1985-qtr. to March 3! 
1984-gtr. to March 3! 


19,489,000 
16,225,000 


raig 


1985-9 mo. to March 3) 596,000 
1984-9 mo. to March 31 (1,644,000) 
198$-gtr. to March 3 ,000 


1984-gtr. to March 3) (566,000) 


$ 
1985-qtr. to March 31 


85,138,000 5,867,000 

1984-gtr. to March 31 78,328,000 3,717,000 
are 
985-13 wk. to March 31] 482,688,000 | 41,328,000 
1984-13 wk. to March 29 425,204,000 | 34.837.000 
TE 
1985-gtr. to March 31 | 3,651,554,000 | 273.170 
1984-gtr. to March 31 | 3,449'063.000 s3,879 000 
a Intercable 

-9 mo. to Feb. 28 9,642,900 
1984-9 mo. to Feb. 29 8.419.400 
198S-gtr. to Feb. 28 3,462,000 
1984-gtr. to Feb. 29 3.755.800 


- to March 3) 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


edia General 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


Hite 
985-9 mo. to March 3] 
1984-9 mo. to March 3] 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


3 1,906 ,000,000 
1,875,000, 000 


M 
g5-qtr. to March 31 
eatarr. to March 31 


lotorola 
1985-qtr. to March 31 


1,332 ,000,000 


_atr. to March 31 1,256,000,000 
1984-q The fied Field: 
Oak Industries 
1984-year to Dec. 31 333,244,000 a 
1983-year to Dec. 31 320,172,000 
9g, 1! 
k Communications RIL 29: 
pigas-qtr. to March 31 24 , 888,000 _ AP 
1984-qtr. to March 31 23,272,000 ! 
i 
ir) A | st 
Yoascaers to March 31 | 2,397,600,000 Broadca 
1984-qtr. to March 31 2,363, 700,000 
sTORER AC 
Rollins Communications ah des 
1985-9 mo. to March 31 73,181,849 ravis 3 
1984-9 mo. to March 31 62,258,480 Coniston Par 
1985-qtr. to March 31 23,891 ,604 
1984-qtr. to March 31 20,694,887 TBS OFFER 
torer Communications decides. Son 
1985-qtr. to March 31 136,112,000 TBS. Other | 
1984-qtr. to March 31 118,974,000 


andy MUST-CARF 
1985-9 mo. to March 31 See non NAB ponder 
1984-9 mo. to March 31 | 2,137,825,000 
1985-qtr. to March 31 670,513,000 prepare for f 
1984-qtr. to March 31 656,130,000 

CPB BOWS T 


Texas Instruments 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


2-YEAR FC¢t 
¥Goldwater ct 
to ban V-for. 


ime 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


RW 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


RENEWAL F 
excluding fai 
being ‘protec 


nited Artists Communications NCTA 

1985-26 wk. to Feb. 28 lune ae 
1984-26 wk. to March 1 exhibi oe 
1985-12 wk. to Feb. 28 _ bit floor 
1984-12 wk. to March 1 's dominant | 
jacom International 

1985-qtr. to March 31 USC! FILES 
1984-qtr. to March 31 73,574,000 Sat ters. P 
Notes: "Restated. "Adjusted. ‘Includes special ape . . 
After special charge. “Adjusted; includes specta J all 


Trade-in program to eliminate cordless pr 

that might pose hearing hazard was suggested 
by ot in recent discussions. EIA Schimmel tod” will 

elecommunications Group Vp Eric | 
members are considering Lanois Only — allow 
involved would be those with ringers in ere . 
which have been phased out of current pepe for 
There's no indication yet whether FDA wil 
recall of such phones. 


P yd ths 

Annual Japan Electronics Show will ®° ye’ days 
year in Osaka, Oct. 17-22. During 3 tee" dees 
at 1984 event in Tokyo, JES drew 991,250 at : : 
including 4,975 from overseas. Details: = y.Y: 


Electronics B Suite 
10119, ureau, | Penn Plaza, 
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feast - Cable Consumer Electronics 

joe 
BUYOUT OFFER from Kohlber 13" 

ep ACC ETS en ita ia 8 3" COLOR PR ) 
wo 3 days after rect 4 domestic makers. GE has dity RCA shifts to? 
sgiston Partner s proxy 16 RAL Canada, Zenith to Mexico; NAP Se Taivan, (P. 9) 

(GROSSLY INADEQUATE’, CBS board na 

gs OFFER GRO ’ MATSUSHITA STAYS ' ' : 
yeides. Some ger if a! ape CBS to buy will have new friiat 2c rte eee tho ~ 
ps. Other buyout offers. (. VHS has become ‘global pinky im im though 


yst-CARRY AFTER COURT RULING: NCTA and VIDEO IMPORTS turned in sluggish performance in 


«48 ponder what Appeals Court will do, warily Feb. with 
me for possible compromise. (P. 5) amaieeidte off 50% from Jan. Color was also 
as0WS TO VETO THREAT on funding. (P. 5) FIRST 8mm SOFTWARE to be introduced by Kodak 
this fall; reports indicat is arrangi | 
YEAR FCC BUDGET BILL PROPOSED by 200,000"-250,000 run of 150 titles. 12) = tf 
vliwater containing regulatory fees. Hollings wants . Sy 
wien V-for-U swaps. (P. 6) RCA INVESTING $112.7 MILLION in 3-year program | 
to expand and automate tube output. (P. 
RENEWAL HEARING ON KTTL(FM) ordered by FCC, cote ite 0! ta 
ve ear and First Amendment issues as DROP IN ZENITH NET in first quarter blamed on {| 
protected speech.’ (P. 6) price competition. VCRs lead Matsushita's improved 


results. Sanyo net off. W-G posts loss. (P. 13) 


TA TO FOCUS ON EXHIBITS: Convention 
ie ane scrapped so attendees can remain near 
oor. Operating in deregulated environment 


RAY GATES RESIGNS as Panasonic pres., becomes 
MECA senior adviser. (P. 13) 1986 Panasonic line 


Gomi 
theme. (P. 7) features lower prices, data-grade tubes. (P. 14) 
WO F . 
tite Sor CHAPTER 11 protection from VECTOR IN VIDEO: Selected-dealer audio firm 
Wallite eo anential, General Instrument, GTE introduces first VCR, plans projection TV. Linear 
among largest creditors. (P. 7) stereo VCR to ship in Sept. (P- 14) 


TORER 
syn REVECTS, THEN ACCEPTS, BUYOUT OFFER 


On leyve ? 
K raged buyout proposal by N.Y. investment 
R), then 79 hours eke cae Renee and accepted KKR's sweetened offer to take 


Private. Offer h and $25 in new stock and 

accepted April 27 would swap $75 in cash at 

‘il alow gach Outstanding Shoes ee, Warrants ave the sweetener to the April = aN 

10 yeane’*e Shareholders to buy 10% equity in new Com Pi if it makes stook ¢ansiated 
"0k buys Peat is valued at $1.8-$2.1 billion, depending on how warran 


: Storer Communications rejected 


bankers Kohlberg, Kravis, Roberts & 


to line up financing for 
d in its proxy fight for 
han 5 incumbent Storer 


agit thera 


more than a few catches, including KKR's cit 

“Me r, but mainly whether Coniston Partners will succe 4 

mber Storer board. Deal would fall through if (1) fewer 
without written permission, is a violation of Federal statute 


nO- 
yol- 25s ECLINES: Zenith first-quarter 
NET YS 45%, although revenue was up 
. «aS ounced at annual meeting in 
& en, “company last week (see financial table). 
2.07 


st for revenue came from consumer 
se 1% to $285 million on strength of 
tronics, oP f VCRS and projection TVs. Zenith 
ectro"q sales Of tT face of significant drop in 
modest reduction for VCR. 
ices were down about 2.5% 


said TY prices, mo 
and some 7% lower than at 


oo 
ae start of red 1984. Sales of computer products 
of first 4% pose 20.4% to $112 million while 


er com PD sent volume dropped 55.6% to $24 


: in. nalties have been 

. thou ports ee Konesn color TVs, "the 
act of this action was not to increase industry 
impo. Chmn. Jerry Pearlman told meeting. 
price®, he said, Koreans "switched to importing kits 
inst “ the govt. does not effectively measure for 
<<a purposes." This allows color TV tubes to be 
dump as kit parts "at very favorable duty rates” 
ae an of "loophole in the tariff structure which we 
a working hard to get closed through legislation," 
Pearlman said. 

zenith's long-delayed introduction of digital 
color TV is on hold and there's now no specific 
marketing date, Pearlman indicated at news 
briefing. He said Zenith has no launch timetable: 
"They look great in the lab, and we are continuing a 
major development effort. We have been working on 
it for 6 years, and when the product is ready we will 
introduce it. We will introduce digital only when it 
works to our satisfaction.” 


Matsushita said video equipment set pace for 
29.9% rise in consolidated net in first fiseal quarter 
to Feb. 20 on 15.3% sales gain. Total video 

equipment sales jumped 25% to $1.93 billion, as VCR 
volume rose 26% to $1.45 billion and sales of TVs 
inereased 14% to $421.2 million. Company said rise 


in sales of other product segments, audio dipped 
ik to $443.7 million, communication and industrial 
omnes rose 17.8% to $755.4 million, electronic 
iatatae gained 12.6% to $546.9 million and home 
lita increased 10.4% to $555.6 million. 

bill ta said overseas sales rose 22.5% to $2.48 


on, whi 
Ohl sales in Japan increased just 8.5% to 


cal Te ta. Co. cited sharp decline in demand for 
reporting 97% Sears, its largest customer, in 

Feb. 8. Sal o drop in net in opening fiscal quarter to 
hic €s were down 29.4%. SMC said sales of 


TOway: : 
€ ovens continued strong in period. 


Wells. 
‘cling ane posted increased loss on 28.7% 
"Venue ton in opening quarter. Company said 
contract assembly of color TV fell 58% 


in TV sales stemmed from growth in exports to China. 
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in period, arcad 


11% and “lata dialog ee eh 


isplay monitor sales dropped 28%. 


fears it hopes to attract new business 
point-of- oe of game monitor chassis for use in 
that AT&T ie ee pays and video lottery. It said 
order for t 1k going to offshore supplier with next 
W-G but he etype monitors formerly purchased from 
Mees Scares at new display products for AT&T are in 
additional eee oo ee ene 
étiecfitte ae measures and plans to sell 


North American Philips had $6.6 million 

perating loss in consumer electronics in first quarter 

1S year, against deficit of $400,000 in same 1984 
period, according to figures presented at security 
analysts meeting in L.A. last week. CE sales edged 
up 1.7 % to $278 million. Chmn. Cees Bruynes said 
that while demand for video and audio products is 
strong, margins continue to be squeezed by severe 
industrywide price competition.” 


GATES QUITS AS PANASONIC PRES.: Raymond 
Gates, who has guided fortunes of Panasonic Co. 
since its formation in 1959, announced to a startled 
company sales convention in Las Vegas that he's 
relinquishing presidency to become senior adviser to 
parent Matsushita Electric Corp. of America 
(MECA). MECA Pres. Kiyoshi Seki will add title of 
pres. of Panasonic. 


Gates told associates and dealers that since he 
has passed 65th birthday "I think the time is correct 
to step back and prepare for the next generation." 
Henry Yamanaka continues as Panasonic exec. vp 
Ralph Wolfe as senior vp in charge of all sales 
operations. 


When Gates started with Panasonic's predecessor 
Matsushita Electrie Corp. 27 years ago, product line 
consisted of 4 transistor radios sold under Matsushita 
brand. Company couldn't use National tradename it 
uses in Japan because of existence of unrelated 
National Radio Co. in U.S. It eventually adopted 
"Panasonic," name used for one loudspeaker made by 


Matsushita. 


Gates was named exec. vp in 1977, took new 
title of pres. in 1982, was chmn. of EIA Consumer 
Electronics Group and its Video Div. in 1981-82. 


Panasonic statement was careful to eall Gates's 

action "resignation" and not retirement because his 

post as MECA adviser will be full time. 
——_— 


rtavideo says it now has 3 suppliers of 
e oh In addition to its original 


videocassette playe 

source, japan’ Funai, PV says it will be getting 
players this year from Korea's Gold Star and 
unidentified 2nd Japanese manufacturer. a 
producer will be supplying on exclusive basis. 

Star model will offer 3-speed pl visual 
forward and reverse Scan. 


17 
pn? yeY: TV stations "have already 

im sur ustified the costs of converting to 

ge rically J | TV sound] broadcasting,” NAB 

| o ‘tie F eying 27 stations broadcasting in 
oe after SPavey of program directors and 

we Hi ights re presented to NAB convention in 

ys ng rs operations Dir. Robert Yadon and 

os by ; and Technology Planning Dir. 

1S." poses? 


vis a d of short f 
¥ ‘ons complained of shortage o 
sithoagh stag (TVD April 22 p7), 24 of 27 
said viewer response was favorable 
ge qirect Most said their stations were 

/ favorab ations of stereo, 4 had "stereo set 
fog on-si ae eral program directors noted that 
“eat as increased appreciably after they 
gern tional campaigns. Survey report listed 
' af adeast in MTS =f one contacted 
Z ‘cated shows, 12 loc ance Party, 
-3ve tes, Mormon Tabernacle Choir, techs 4 
shows), 10 network (all NBC and PBS). 

4s for commercial network programming, report 

that NBC will begin regular stereo July 1, ABC 
yoably won't feed stereo to affiliates regularly 
i 1986 and CBS has "experimented with stereo 
ing,” but indicated that stations will 
sgime to depend heavily on syndicated and local 
roramming. 

Survey of chief engineers found that 12 of 26 
etacted had plans to add bilingual programming, in 
my cases contingent on availability of such 
puicated programming. Ten of the 26 reported 
prerm problems with cable system carriage of 


Meanwhile, ee now count at least 36 stations 
in , including 2 low-power stations 
ay. Colo. and Lake Havasu City, Ariz. 
hing Anh yet om rotachi stations, KUTV (NBC) 
, fle 
tend wCIX, ates, and Miami has 2nd, 


ena 1V ar is scheduled to start 
vith major promotion campaign, 
hate hy Station to big L.A. market where 

A is broadcasting heavily in stereo 
and ; ing y re 
‘Uo, capes ee 5 and bilingually. 

‘ 0 go" Lad a 
“te synthesized sad . ull-time stereo, 


 Boty 

{etn NO, now Converted to satellite 
tay? Majority oY Network that can supply 
ttt Y of _ affiliates, still schedules 

“Tet td Priggy wottission in July with Johnny 
ey ld se Night Videos. RCA Pres, Robert 
dag lat Stturda yo, analysts that "NBC also plans 


V Night Live, Late Night with 
Vents af ami Vice and a limited number 
| Movies in rtainment programs and 
<h t show ereo later in the year." One 
Isic Special! meh Prepared in stereo is 


d » and it's und i 
by NBC fhe ee erstood movies are 


Ties 


a 
x 


el stereo. 
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Cor Van der 
bane fee N.V. Philips vp and 


deputy chmn., becomes 


eeding Wisse p kk 
inichi nce” UP to supervi. oe? 
Shinichi Okamoto promoted at Shae om 


reau appointed db 
joins Chancellor ag natin opasek, ana, ; 
new Grundig autosound div. sales and mktg. mgr. for 


Dave Bishop €x-Schwartz Bros.. joj 
) ‘ S., jo 
pie Ae as northeast regional sehen ogg 
ice 2 Steve Brecker, advanced to national 
oie and sales promotion mgr., new post; Maria 
Imo promoted to mdsg. services mgr., also new 


dir... Wendy Moss promoted to sales vp, Famil 
Home Entertainment, new post... Steve Allen iit 
Best Film & Video as west Coast sales dir... Felicia 
Kestenberg named Video Gems customer relations 
megr.; Andy Corallis, ex-Coast Video, appointed 
operations dir... Milo Duffin promoted at King of 
Video to ad and graphic design dir. 


George Ricci, Amaray COO, adds title of CEO... 
Carol Lee advanced to ad and creative services vp, 
Media Home Entertainment; Henry Mandell, ex-Oak 
Media, named corporate controller... Promotions at 
Karl-Lorimar Home Video: Mark Lambert to 
development dir., E.J. Oshins to production vp, 
Pierre Loubet to new markets dir.; Neal Baseman, 
ex-International Video Entertainment, joins as 
business affairs dir... Sherry Marsh joins A&M 
Video/Records as video dir... Dean Winkler promoted 
to computer graphics-optical services vp, VCA 
Teletronics, new post. 


—_i—_ 

PCM digital audio system for 8mm Video being 
developed jointly by 18 Japanese companies is ‘ 
reported about ready to be submitted to international 
standardization committee. System calls for 6 audio 
tracks using entire tape width, to provide up to 8 
hours of music on single cassette. External PCM 
adaptor is needed. Pioneer says it expects to begin 
production of dual-function (video plus audio-only) 
home 8mm deck this fall at 5,000 monthly rate. 
Pioneer started selling Sony-made 8mm Video 
camcorder in Japan last month, says it has sold 3,000 


so far. 
Zenith has agreed to acquire Integ, Herndon, 


., developer of high-security system for 
Me aa? stock swap. Zenith licenses technology 


uses it in computers and peripherals it 
mang ae. Zenith said number of shares to be 
issued to complete transaction would be between 
800,000 and million, depending on average closing 
price during agreed base period. At epee price, 
transaction would be valued at $17-$21 million, 
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cton 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


wnet 


1985-gtr. to March 29 


. H. Belo 
1985-gtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


Industries 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 3) 


1985-gtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


“COR Electronics 


1985-gtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


neral Instrument 
1985-year to Feb. 28 
1984-year to Feb. 29 
1985-qtr. to Feb. 28 
1964-qtr. to Feb. 29 


1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


night-Ridder Newspaper 
1985-qtr. to March 3! 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


tsushita Electric* 
1985-qtr. to Feb. 20 
1984-gtr. to Feb. 20 


TY Networks 
1985-gtr. to March 31 
1964-qtr. to March 31 


Ttimedia 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


ew York Times 
1985~qtr. to March 3] 
1984-gtr. to March 3] 


Regency Electronics 
1985-9 mo. to March 31 
1984-9 mo. to March 3] 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


Rogers Cablesystems? 
1985-6 mo. to Feb. 28 
1984-6 mo. to Feb, 29 


panyo Mfg. Co, 
1985-qtr. to Feb. 28 
1984-qtr. to Feb. 29 


Clentific-Atlanta 
1985-9 mo. to March 3] 
1984-9 mo. to March 3) 
1985-qtr. to March 3] 
1984-qtr, to March 3) 


These are latest reports 


1985-9 mo. to March 29 
1984-9 mo. to March 30 


1984-gtr. to March 30. 


pital Cities Communications 


1985-9 mo. to March 3] 
1984-9 mo. to March 31 


eritage Communications 


Financial Reports of TV-Electroni 


as obtained dur 


é ti 
indicates infermation not available at press © 


in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. 


ing past week. 
me. Amounts expressed 


cs Companies 


Dash 


Company & Period 


Ecripps-Howard Bcstg- 
eoeeatr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


28,533,000 


2.6 
25.439 000 +035 009 


2,671 5009 


s Mirror 
 eaesatr. to March 31 


1984-qtr. to March 31 


695 ,020 ,000 


44 | 
669 609 ,000 235,009 


43,265 009 


ne to March 31 | 449,434,000 | 16 sao. 
1,319,000 Woe? plas to March 31 394 389 ,000 9.966 vi 
52000 (904,000) 18 Seae 
4,852, 
oductions 
RY bo March 31| 877,999,000 | 67,154 099 
12,000 | 41,622,000 1984-6 mo. oe warch 31| 709,460,000 | 116.415’ go9 \!-% dcost 
171981949000 | 62,824,000 1983-6 Mo. March 31 | 451,469,000 | 347965 "99-2 ‘prod 
a 000-1. 9ezeROe 1984-qtr. Pe arch 31 | 407,301,000 | 317373‘ g9q |'-04 
327,697,000 | 22,881 ,000 1983-qtr. to Ma Mig. eTROMED 
arner Communications Ms doch, wh 
1985-qtr. to March 31 562,897,000 | 21,451,009 | M ake 
85,652,000 2,385,000 1984-qtr. to March 31 471,728,000 | 30,861,009 | “i! Kluge ™ 
75,422,000 22,810,000 bs announcem* 
78.000) asin ee March 31} 243,590,000 24,927 000 , a EEPS 
25:190;000 2°1347000 1984-13 wk. to April 1| 219,539,000 9,051,000 | 64! cies ot 
ie] 1s-Gardner j yelopmen 
234,105,000 27,740,000 1985-qtr. to mane a — 
206,818,000 | 27,094,000 1984-qtr. to Mar y LAWMAKE! 
estern Union ck in § 
20,926,000 338 ,000 1985-qtr. to March 31 | 284,089,000 | (15,323,009) tba ate fl 
ta 006 000 877,000 1984-qtr. to March 31 | 260,876,000 | 14,089,000 to Sen 
7,576,000 40,000 
339,000 enith Tis 
age ae 1985-qtr. to March 30 420 ,500 ,000 COMPA b 
1984-qtr. to March 31 372,700,000 ds 


310:993,000 16°030' 600" Notes: ?Restated. “After special charge. “Includes 
226,134,000 | (34,872,000) special credit. “Adjusted. “At yen’s current rate. — 
249,966,000 7,392,000 ’Per ADR. %In Canadian dollars. HBO SEES 
to market : 
H 
25/338/000 | "736,000 STORM SW 
Mergers & acquisitions: MGM/UA - uproar ove 
421,760,000 28,926,000 Entertainment won dissident holder approval of ; termed rac 
26,936,000 revised, all-cash offer for outstanding 15% interest i 
in subsidiary MGM/UA Home Entertainment. — ALCOHOL 
FR eA National Amusements, which owns 7.9% of HE, sid | to drive fc 
t 


327,916,000 
297,293,000 


85,735,000 
78,540,000 
29,048,000 
26,978,000 


171,719,000 
142, 464,000 


61,453,000 
87,087,000 


319,774,000 
287,804,000 
103,439,000 
95,838,000 


24,506,000 


4,395,000 
6,410,000 
1,651,000 
1,816,000 


32 ,000 
1,065,000 


11,533,000 
8,223,000 
4,106,000 
2,258,000 


207 ,000 ,000 


2,468,000 
1,366,000 


7,631,000 
7,032,000 


32,256,000 


(9,664,000) 
(12,055,000) 


it will support MGM/UA's new offer of $28 each for 
HE shares, will withdraw suit it filed challenging 
adequacy of original terms. That will put cost of 
stock repurchase at $126 million. In Dee. 1982, whet 
MGM/UA sold stock in home video unit, shares were 
priced at $12 each. MGM/UA said it also agreed t0 
settlement of class action suit brought by other 
holders. Terms weren't disclosed... Dealerscope 4° 
PC Retailing have been acquired by North Americaa 
Publishing, terms undisclosed. 


——— 


Samsung claims leadership in first month of 
Korea's VCR export drive. Company said ae ll 
exported 120,000 VCRs March 17-April 16, prima" 
to U.S., with Samsung accounting for 80,000. 
credits Gold Star with 35,000, remaining 5, 
presumably shipped by Daewoo. Figures include 
private-label as well as own-brand shipments. ps t= 
Samsung Says it expects to produce 800,000 pig | i 
this year, have production running at | million "ay 
rate by year's end. Company will be inteoduci”t 
revamped VHS VCR line at Sune et 

afile models, just S 
list. 


with 4 new slot-load low just 
high. Leader will carry 


IG c T 
EST 


With Consumer Electronics 


wyice for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Electronics 
se 


. 
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ya’ 
pst - cable Consumer Electronics 
ss TVs to Australian SCRAMB 
SELLING 6 T's. LING TALK, poo 
gme0! ‘large infusion of cash.’ He and home satellite qj » Poor weather blamed for sag i 
ge, who age rot, lunch with Chmn. Fowler. Channel he aie: sales, but comeback is expected. 
wegsxe CaN Tected today. (P. D) arns of inventory glut. (P. 9) 
Ms _cemen . VCR SLOW : 
cil TON TURNER BID: Jankowski and basis of ride to come at 30% penetration, on 
xgepS HEA" support. Other merger Sauter. 'No imps other countries, says RCA's 
tes seek eer support. ° 0 impact' from 8mm this year. (P. 10) 
i ts. (P- 
joie? JAPAN VCR EXPORT 5 
ens STILL SEEK vV-FOR-U BAN despite million in March. See tales eats eae al 
vi SS Senate panel. FCC authorization bill sent bargains for importers. (P. 11) wae 
é r. (P. 
g senate Floor. COMMODORE POSTS LOSS for 3rd fi 
seal quarter. 
pATIBLE WIDESCREEN HDTV DBS system Emerson says net doubled in fiscal 1985. @. 12) 
by Britain's IBA. 'Enhaneed C-MAC’ is ; 
tem. (P. 4) EUROPEAN INDUSTRY CUTBACKS continue. 


gemative Grundig plans layoffs, plant closings. Thomson 


= ao sees PAY DIRT IN BACK YARDS, unveils plan cutting hi-fi output, urges import protection. (P. 12) 
nurket services to home earth stations. (P. 5) 
) SONY PLANS OUTPUT of 500,000 8mm Video VCRs 


y SWIRLS AROUND CRT'S HALL: Congress in this year, Chmn. Morita says. (P. 13) 


pena CRT chmn.'s association with book 
of med racist. (P. 6) NEW MODELS: Quasar's bold 26" Delta. Sansui 
terest F cg plugs quad for video sound. (P. 14) 
.COHOL AD FIGHT SHIFTING from push tor ban an : 
E, said ds on health hazards. (P. 7) VIDEOCASSETTE SHORTAGE is possibility this year 
a for ee ee eae because of tight shell supply, BASF says. (P. 14) 
yin FOWLER P : Draft 3 . ‘ 
t of epee ee cer " MACROVISION ANTIPIRACY videocassette coding 
sewure sent to Congress wouldn't affect mass bedi 15) 
2, when J i, amateur radio, public safety services. (P. 7) system getting first test by Embassy. (P. 
s were 
eed to ee 
= WRDOCH SE TV STATIONS: Entrepreneur Rupert Murdoch, 
EN BUYING 6 METROMEDIA attorney James Denvir, ealied 


pe and B npanied b ; 

ican y Metromedia Chmn. John Kluge and Washington att ay v 

eric “FCC May 3 to talk about plans by Murdoch and associates to acquire 6 “ ae het 
Also reportedly involved is Denver oilman Marvin Davis (whose 


1 . . ers 

ra it mentioned in conversations with commissioners); he and Murdoch se ee o. 
a Murd Century-Fox. Commission sources said they were given : as to overcome: 
It ‘venture wasn't discussed. However, Murdoch will have 2 P é _ 
: . sneer LD-TV Chicago 
fe | men e already owns Chicago Sun-Times and N.Y. Post, 's yng ross-ownershiP unless 

“ N.Y. -— and Commission rules prohibit such newspaper t he plans to do about 
om Tey fered, We're told he gave commissioners 10 indication veh they obviously will be put 
ng e ~> both of which he acquired in recent years ~~ 
CES, ~ 
78" ‘permission, is a violation of Federal statute 


1985 . ritten 
seq) Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without W 
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° t dollar. 
ts strength agains 
18 from $272.04 


e, value wo 


DORE POST 
COMMO a 


tered computer m 
Commodore in fot its 
hes ee “and company said it expects to 


show loss for 
for quarter, off 22.3% 
ore said results were held down by price 


od * . * 
cut pe 64 computer instituted in Feb., sluggish 
reorder rate by U.S. dealers and general market 


in Europe. Changes in foreign exchange | 
mari Commedore’s sales by $15.3 million in 
quarter, $68.6 million for 9 months. 


While not denying that slow sales have resulted 
in further inventory buildup, Commodore termed _ 
“absurd” speculation it might have to take $50 million 
inventory writedown in 4th quarter. "No such 
writedown has been discussed or is contemplated," 
Commodore said. 


Commodore said it planned to start shipping 
model 128 by end of June, or at least month behind 
schedule of "spring of 1985" announced when it was 
introduced at Winter CES last Jan., so its sales won't 
have significant effect on fiscal 1985 results. 
Advanced computer developed by subsidiary Amiga 
now isn't scheduled for marketing until later this 
summer, company said. 


oe Sanaa ae preliminary results indicate net 
consumer electronics jumped 122% in year to 
March 31 to $16 million, from $7.2 million 3 

s year. Consolidated sales were up at least 
<r . to $350 million. Company said it calant $20 
million through private placement of 12-year 12% 
ais hotes. Also, it has moved hq to One 

erson Lane, N. Bergen, N.J. 07047, 201-854-4800. 


Pea eWay Affiliates, superretailer that went 
a year, posted 44.8% climb in income on 
+9 % Sales hike in final fiscal quarter to Jan. 31, had 
Sales increase for year. 


arch 3 
or year, net rose 68.6% on 35.3% wee 


; nstant yen t 
but in co 48 but 0 
1 


Pp e 
31.7%. 
i export mix. 


li . . * 
yen rer picture tube-inclusive kits in 
ee gain. Company opened 2 new stores last a 
5 LOSS: First loss since it ree mee er ee 


or, average actual Price Paid «i. 
erms was UP 10 7. For b&w TV, Val uPDay 
ff only 7.9% in yen. Bucking’ ¢,,.'° Wa 
dollars to $154.63 from $139.89 Way 
resumably stems from = Ithou 


stores Open a 


ear or more were up 11%. CE said gro 


33.6% in fiscal 1985, up from 21.6% in 19g ein Wis 0 toe 
average sales per store increased to $19.) coli . opposes say ¥ 
from $10.6 million. Company said it plans rm ion case 4 ip Fe 
new stores by fall. Open 5 spelieve 
MORE EUROPEAN CUTBACKS: Germany'sc,, Sin py steP- 
now operating subsidiary of Philips, is sharpe TUndig 
ax to trim as many as 7,000 workers in effort te" Current 
restore profitability, while France's Thomson ig lengths make 
preparing for sharp cutback in its audio Production, use,’ 
e "we beli 


Grundig said it posted loss of $62 million in yew playing 


to March 31, down from $92 million deficit jn use and easy 
preceding fiscal year, its last under Grundig f an automatic 
control. Sales were up 2% to $937 million. Deficit 

included $16.6 million cost of restructuring that Morita : 


resulted in elimination of 4,000 jobs in 1984, reducing viable VCR | 
foree to 24,000. after which : 


Chief Exec. Hermanus Koning said he hoped new 
job losses could be held under 7,000, indicated 2 of 
Grunding's 6 plants were candidates for closing, wiik 
3rd might be transferred to another company. 
Koning said company would soon announce details of 
next restructuring plan, said if everything goes on 
schedule, Grundig could show profit by end of 1986. 


Thomson lost $27 million in hi-fi business last 
year, is now developing program for severe 
production cutback at plant in Moulin, may _ 
eventually abandon market altogether, according b 
Chmn. Alain Gomez. He coupled announcement W! 
renewed call for protection against further Europ’™ 
market encroachment by Japanese. 

Japanese, he said, now control 15% of Europe 
Color TV market, have 80% shares in VCRs ait 
U.S. could afford to give up consumer electron”, 
Japanese because it leads world in computers ¥ 
defense electronics, but Europe can't, Gome? re 
vos situation is reversed "it will be sue 

urope," as coming collapse of domestic Co” 
electronics aranatary will be followed by demic’ s 
entire components industry, leaving Europe - 
base to expand in other hi-tech electronics 
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mm VIDEO: Sony expects to turn out 
video VCRs this year for worldwide 


m 
h iority to be sold under Sony brand, 
mei L)) ( ee a eatold security analysts at meeting 
as pen od week. In addition to its own brand, Sony 
Out OY. last gmm hardware to such private label 
Seq 2 spol Fuji, Pioneer and Yashica. 
tome 
—S ta sidestepped issue of what share of 
Mon“ would be devoted to camcorder, already 
pevtncton Japan and due here later this month, as 
| Was 2 oo expected home deck version. "Today, | 
posed when we will announce or introduce" deck, 
ot response to question. However, he added: 
n5 pe gmm is a 2nd generation of home-use 
we be and Sony "will not stop at camcorders." He 
Sony will be releasing "series of 8mm equipment, 
ndig, sep by SteP- 
up Current 90-min. and upcoming 120-min. cassette 
make 8mm "good enough for movies and 
use," Morita said. Because of small cassette 
ms oe "we believe we don't have to have too long a 
. ing time." Such cassettes, he said, "are easy to 
bial we and easy to store,” and it would be "easy to make 
y mw automatic changer," if needed. 
. Morita said he expected 8mm format to be 
sing viable VCR product standard for next 10-15 years, 
ter which some new system may come along and 
take over market "just like 1/2-in. will be replaced 
ew ty 8mm Video.” Commenting on 8mm acceptance to 
d | date, Sony America Pres. Kenji Tamiya said 
hile § distributors and key dealers at recent sales 
_ convention (TVD April 22 p11) placed orders that 
of _ &ceed "our production allocation for the rest of the 
year. We are now pushing Tokyo for an upward 
. idjustment..” 
___.. But Beta is still very much in Sony's video 
ca although on reduced scale. Morita said Sony 
- Sstill tuning out Beta VCRs at 200,000 monthly 
of a ects sales this year to "be slightly below" 2.5 
th Pay moved in fiscal 1984, He noted that more 
an 0 million Beta VCRs are in use worldwide. 
3 | taapafot TV, Morita said Sony sold 3.15 million 
eT then 3.6 last year, is looking to boost that to more 
0 titel CD oh nin 1985. Current production of 
| ‘Ud Sony raoas is 80,000 monthly, 50% portables, 
He saia Son h to sell more than 800,000 this year. 
- hetdphone ¢, 2S Sold more than 12 million stereo _ 
Rito mataes Players and radios, expects sales this 
ch 1984's 4 million. 


A 


— . 
ee 


iB Hotog wother new technology, electronic still 
8 arg sti Y, Morita said color cameras for consumer 
agers il at least year away. While current CCD 
ving Colo 600d enough for VCRs that record 
a Offep " Pictures, and for still b&w photos, they 
oF Dhotyg Solution necessary for satisfactory still 
My ang le 1 Improved CCD has been developed by 
“tthe ytd test, but "it will take maybe 
for production to start. 
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Throy ‘ 
office an os €xpansion of its OEM com 


Mation and 
Ony intends to have 50% of sak Percts businesses 


Cards. While MSXx "; 

in Japan," and with suppo ae 

urope, U.S. market is considered 

Said. "| think it's better for us to 

fom the peripherals" end in U.S. 

a dangerous business," Morita said. 
ee 


R was sold in U.S. 3rd week 


dealers. Sales started in FIA data on sales to 


Betamax r 
have been increasing at 


smallest percentage gain in 35 
: for April's first 3 months are 
3.1% below last year, color camera sales are down 


15.5%, monochrome TV sales do 31.5% ear: 
TV up 29.8%. = , projection 


Apple has reset growth targets to bring them 
more into line with reality of sluggish personal 
computer marketplace, Pres. John Seulley told 
analysts. Company also is moving to trim costs 
further. It has dismissed 1,500 temporary workers, 
laid off 75 permanent employes at 2 facilities in Cal., 
including Irvine distribution center it will close this 
summer. Some layoffs resulted from increased 
automation. Sculley said he "wouldn't rule out” 
additional staff cutbacks or manufacturing shutdowns 
to help work off inventory. Apple also announced it bi 
was discontinuing production of Macintosh XL, f 
originally known as Lisa. |" 


.¢ =o 


Mergers and acquisitions: Kodak and Verbatim 
have been told by Justice Dept. that they have 
complied with agency's request for additional 
information on planned merger (TVD April 8 p13) and 
that 2nd waiting period won't be imposed. Kodak's 
offer to acquire all outstanding shares in floppy disc 
maker for $175 million was slated to expire last 
weekend... U.S. Playing Card and Masters 
Merchandise Mart of Sarasota, Fla., acquired 
videocassette operation of Adele Industries, 
duplicator and marketer of public ee = ‘* 
Companies formed venture, Congress Video P, 


run new business. 


i i arket 
is entering professional videotex m 

with $35,000 computer-controlled ee ace 

icti text and graphics. Me: » Re 
and phir ae in principle to continue ae 
aia following disbanding of study Cen 
up last fall with J.C. Penney as 3rd exe 
12 pl6). Penney has pulled out, and — ow 
reportedly are seeking ras - co me 

Direct Access home ban +e 
p pepo agreement allows remaining partners to 


proceed "a little further." 
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U 
fs am, Magnavox CATV Systems exec. 
as NAP Consumer Electronics 
new post... John Borst, Zenith gen. 
... Joseph Klein, ex-Ingrid Ltd. 
j eral Housewares, joins Gold Star as ” 
ete G new post with responsibility for corporate 
ts Ou otising, PR, long-term product and 
a advert . Thomas Friel advanced at EIA 


oe a Flectronics Group from staff vp to group 


# veda: Sansui America exec. vp, returns 
pe : arent in Japan to new post in charge of 
wwe gabe? al exports, continues as an SA dir.; Jack 
com ex-Pro Buying Group and onetime Pioneer, 
oi “ip exec. vp, and Senior Mktg. Vp Hiro 
rbd a mori assume Yoda's former responsibilities... 
Hig? eimeister, Embassy Home Entertainment 
pond © named Vp... Stephen Roberts resigns as 
gies of 20th Century-Fox Telecommunications; 
video and pay-TV responsibilities are assumed 
menor VP Robert Kreek... Jeffrey Rochlis, 
hs ses Enterprises and Mattel Electronics, 
a inted finance and administration vp, Walt Disney 
pm sions... Donald Edwards named audio and video 
mgr., Waldenbooks, replacing George 
vodgkins, resigned... Ronald Durbin, ex-Mead Corp., 
ins chain retailer Audio/Video Affiliates as finance 


? 
Justin Camerlengo promoted from Panasonic 
- Communications Div. asst. gen. mgr. to dir. of 
- Matsushita News Center, unit of Matsushita Electric 
Corp. of America; Ken Shimba named asst. to dir. 
wd external publicity mgr... Bruce Binkow, 
ai-Hollywood Reporter, named PR megr., Playboy 
Video... Bruce Blackwell, ex-Video Corp. of America, 
pins PR agency HWH Enterprises as vp... Karen 
Higley, ex-TV Guide and TV-Cable Week, appointed 
aktg. services coordinator, Home Viewer 
.. James McCullaugh rejoins Billboard as 
one entertainment editor, new post. 


Yasua Ohta, Toshiba Electronic Tube & Device 
itwup chief engineer, named pres. of Toshiba 
the use Electronics, joint color TV and display 
levied ee venture to start operations in 
"Toshiba 1D, ay. next year; Tetsukiko Ehara, 
"td chieg G Accounting Dept. mgr., appointed treas. 
“lef financial officer; Carl Benvenute, 
| Ramed ae Components Business Group controller, 
; Westinghouse dept. mgr.; Fred Sonnenberg, 
| UR. Bo Ag Tokyo, appointed quality assurance 
Vidor, 27 Browne, former pres. of defunct arcade 
. © maker Mylstar, joins CBS Toys as pres., 
Group ae” Ben Ordover, who moves to CBS Records 
"Pas et mktg 
: BLE sar 
i. Tree 
Com, ct n Stereo regulation being proposed by 
mer Protection Dept. would require that 


“ry A 
bee tereo radio offered for sale in state be 


i label names of systems it can receive. 


'N would be mandated for ads. 
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Mast: Covered j j 
TOVision Chmn Victor Pent 


Calls ae 
eta and VHS, didn't oo ers" 
ca) é » didn't : 
Be ca is designed ty technical considerate, ie 
Ing VCR i ; 
that Copy is unwatchable (rye soe 
plod). 


Standard Movie sh 
Macrovision Should run 35¢-40¢ per cassette: 
15¢-$1, rate card pr obably will range from. 


‘g e75 mn wants to judge impact of encoding on sale 

-Yo Cotton Club, Company is shippi 0 
Cassettes ~~ 138,000 in U.S., 12,000 in Canetn no 
Gsiites normal reorder pattern should being er ¥ 
ae er 20,000-30,000 in first 30 days after 
shipment. EHE will attribute anything more to 
inability of customers to copy tape, thinks result will 
mean greater sales to dealers and eventually lower 
prices, possibly to $30-$40 range. EHE said it 
already has received calls from retailers wondering 
why they're unable to make usable copies of movie. 


Macrovision is looking beyond home video, thinks 
system has future in pay TV, preventing subscribers 
from taping shows. However, since timeshift is big 
reason why VCR owners take cable, encoding could 
persuade some people to drop services. FCC also is 
likely to have say in telecast of altered programs. 


Weapon in different piracy area, counterfeit 
tape, has been developed by 3M in U.K. It's infrared 
scanning system that analyzes content of tape 
coating. Results are understood to be exact enough 
to enable engineers to pinpoint not only brand but 
individual factory source as well. 3M has built 
computer library of tape chemical fingerprints, ean 
run test and come up with match in 3 min. 

———— 


N.V. Philips plans further canoe ee 
lectronics market through acquisitions an 
roman of joint ventures. Philips already - 
hi-fi producer Marantz Japan, has  ., “at 
maker Foster and is venture partner in Matsus 
Electronics, which makes picture nee is 
semiconductors and other pea 4 oe 
Far East expansion, lM reed 
to | meh 50% partner in hi-fi enone’ os 
entre with Peking Radio & TV Eadustrial a 
China Electronics Import & Export Corp. Ye! = 
‘11 turn out CD players and other audio eqns - 
een late this year. Philips said -_ - ‘ 
design capacity to turn out million units pe 


. . 
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py SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK 


t- Cable 


ST pROFITABLE of 3 TV networks with $280 


ggMOS" 004 passing ABC'S $260 million. NBC at 

Figo in 198 °C is leader in billings at $2.64 

goo” . D 

a 
v AFFILIATES COOL to network's new fall 

oe TY iaring N.Y. convention but like acquisition 

otitis. Pierce pledges return to No. 1 in 

. e time. (P. 2) 

EDIA SALE BOOSTS INDIES: Analysts say 
seTR ~ times cash flow of 6 stations, signaling 
ering value of nk a Boston station sold to 

illion. (P. 
iearst for $450 mi 


sfORER ‘CONFIDENT' it defeated dissidents at 
meeting, but Coniston group claims it has won 

one seats. (P. 5) 

"M HASN'T SPARKED RUN ON CBS stock by 

wnservatives, according to SEC records that show 

5 few stock buys. (P. 5) 


WALL RESIGNS AS CRT CHMN. under pressure for 
ier association with controversial book termed 
racist.’ (P. 6) 


NETWORKS REAFFIRM PLEDGES to avoid election 
‘Wojections next year in exchange for uniform poll 
csings, (P, 7) 
La ilies NETWORK TAKES LEAD FROM AB 
for its TV network in 1984, running we 


; 
: -™d-1970's CBS TV Network had biggest pre 


reliable 
q 
q 


C IN PRETAX P 
ll ahead of NBC and CBS, 


tax profit. Te 


N.Y. financial sources that ABC TV Network had 1-0! 
i Profit of $260 million (1983 figures were billion and $235 million 
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Onsumer Electronics 


APRIL SALE 
TV thanks t SSOAR after slow Start, set record in 


0 22% j j 
131% in we ea / increase in final week. VCRs up 


€K, Cameras 147%, (P. 9) 
MANUF 
ACTURERS UNFAZED by gyrations in color 


SA 

aie TO STICK WITH BETA for 1/2" VCRs, says i 

ark ore than 10% of U.S. VCRs last year has 13% 4 
now. New line introduced. (P. 11) ‘ 


VCRs, STEREOS, COMPUT 

ERS, paced Sanyo’ 
growth last year, annual report shows. Fisher VHS 
sales doubled in fiscal 1984. (P. 12) 


FEB. COLOR TV IMPORTS saw decline in 
1 
sets offset by rise in chassis and kits. (P. 13) it 


PRODUCT OWNERSHIP STUDY by Link indicates 
sets in use exceed sales of VCRs, CD players. 
Channel Master profiles dish owners. (P. 14) 


VCR, COLOR FORECASTS by Mackintosh see U.S. 
VCR sales leveling off at 11-11.5 million, dropping in 
'88, when color sales hit 20 million. (P. 15) 


N.V. PHILIPS NET DIPPED 7.8% in first quarter on 
loss at Grundig, sluggish U.S. IC market. Company 
calls for anti-import action. (P. 15) 


ROFITS: ABC had by far lars est 
but for first time since 
levision Digest h 

illi 9.64 billion last year, 
peer : [TVD July 30/84 


$2.073 


‘ me ai eo 
billion, profit $280 “ie 9 showed major 


| Sosy pape Network 1984 revenues were 2. BC TV Network | am $1.7 billion, 


Ppp 
(ta ote ent 1984 -- billings $1.93 billion, 


os 


on and $190 million previous year. 
: profit $100 seernenor revenue or me 


million, Figures are for TV networks 0 


¥ NY ric © Toes 
USC 19 « on Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, w' 


; ome from 
nly P on 


is a violation of Fe 


sion, 


thout written permis 


deral statute 


° ’ Oo 
" in profitless "brown boyn v iM 
_TV DIGEST z compete ‘oh-technolo are as 
lal o has chosen not to 0 toward high sn wii. Be 2 Sets 0 ' q FEF rirst - 
As for color TV Sani "Our direction 1s _ New moe Te ames remot . just 9 *” aon : ot 
"day-to-day basis,” he S®°°- .. josing market SI" ioc stereo 140- z © tuners pbk ingenced © 
si so, he said company ! Art series, all with 5 at $900 and $650, 26 vg Square at gi Rak bionnere 
even SO, ** Z ew Vision : z uare Le ar absence wit pair of dn? 
model monitors in d 920" with flat sd t after 3-ye : ff—ai 4g" M A gee 
14" an ‘ection market 4° solution from off-air source 4p, M13 Bise 
inputs, including ed to projec . 90-line re : » 400 }; Ko 
Also in TV, Sany” reas company ee cla 500, latter with doors. ling (coe Tv a 
rear-projection rem” Units are $2,400 and 92,0" c0_guction 
from direct video inpu'- ; o's audio-video systems. Leader at Shon, | prod fact 
sets also are featured in SA°Y77 Vor remote control, 50-w per oh,” marease St 
New big See Or new Superbeta VCR eres and cabinet. Step-up with 26" moni : now — 
includes 20° monitor, PCY ner, turntable, speakers, 2°°, &y cvstem with CD player, 5q.pitt, i 
amplifier, cassette res lifier is $2,200. At $3, but with 40" projection TV, is $5 000 ja f 
se ar wal petite dio functions. Same system, fig rae &! 
for alt vi ‘ ‘ : pass 
remote fo ag in VCR last years Berkowitz said, Sanyo placed first ip Us pa | 
In addition to 3rd-place ranking in V* reases of 40% and 10 7 respectively, 2nd in audi, receivers 
in portable audio and car stereo, eae Te eae with 30% increase. Sanyo, he added, had 
systems with —_ 3rd = menses year, and while company target is for 20% increase i, 
sales rise to - cart 
re a a en 
New layoff round is sweeping through 
SANYO REPORTS: Paced by strong volume semiconductor industry as IC demand continues ty}, _ total 
increases in VCRs, stereo systems and office i Among involved companies: Mostek say; color - 
tomation equipment, Sanyo's sales of electronic sluggish. 9,000 frdmpilant in Carrollton, Tex. re aaa kd 
prediets rose 30.7% in fiseal 1985 to Nov. 30 to $3.51 2 Sprfigs, sedaciig 115, work force by hy Taiwan 
billion, according to recently issued anneal yPergi79 30%. ‘At end of first quarter Mostek dismissed i tonal. - 
For yeec, Seaye’s comnaleta e en U.S., 1,000 in Malaysia. Signetics has begun layoifs | 9 color. - 
ailien 2 B22 ee at plants in N.M. and Utah, expects to idle up to 651 b&w. . «= 
— by end of June, about 8% of Slo yee 
lectronies, Sanyo said VCR sales closing plants in Healdsburg, and Wappingers r 
jumped 40.7% to $383 million color TV 6% to $606 Falls, N.Y., reducing operations at 2 other Cal. os ‘ 
million, tape recorders 11.7% to $693 million, stereo _ plants, in moves that will cost up to 650 jobs. Singapore 
components and systems 141.9% to $466 million. Indication that market will get worse before it gets cette 


Sales in Japan were up 13.5% to $1.92 billion, while 
sales overseas rose 33.6% to $3.88 billion. 


North America was Sanyo's largest foreign 
market. Sales rose 53.8% to $2.39 billion, with bulk 
of increase in U.S. as Canadian market softened in 
2nd half. Sales in Europe were off 8.5% to $494 
million. Report credits much of consumer 
electronics volume rise to subsidiary Fisher, which 
doubled its VHS VCR volume in U.S. and about 
doubled its audio sales worldwide. Fisher sales were 
consolidated with Sanyo's results for first time last 
year. Report notes that fiscal 1984 was first year of 
alee Set production by Sanyo plant in Forrest 


Sanyo report Says 20.4%-owned affiliate T 
‘ 0 produced 1.42 million VHS VCRs last vont 
put apy S purchases from TS last year, primarily 
sk and computers, at $1.5] billion, up 34.9% from 
iscal 1983. TS sales totaled $1.97 billion, up 39.3%, 


Sanyo's R&D Spending rose 15.2% j 

at -2'% in 19 

pare ee. cand for ee Sanyo Group vane 
; € research areas include VLSIs 

per Ask bie discs and home a 

= ate s message from Pres, Kaoru 

sacle bh oa key areas in company's 5-year 


disc made by competitor, 


any better comes from research organization In-Stat, 
which predicts U.S. semiconductor sales this year wil 
be down 14.5% to $9.9 billion, and 1986 will see 
decline of about 3% to just under $9.6 billion. It 
estimates demand for ICs will drop 14.3% this yea" 
$8.3 billion, come in at $8 billion next year, off ; 
For discrete devices, 1985 sales are pegged at SI. 
billion, off 15.7%, with slippage of 2.9% to slightly 
less than $1.6 billion seen for 1986. 


Microwave oven shipments by U.S. produces 
importers jumped 60.6% to 1.12 million in M 
put first-quarter total at 2.58 million, uP ceri tots! 
AHAM reports. However, group cautions Mt Jel 
may be somewhat overstated because of pro?” 
with Commerce's import figures it uses, alone tot 
data supplied by reporting members, to deve Feb. 
market. It was noted that MW shipments 7 jigst 
were up abnormally low 14.1%, and that Hower 
probably includes some catch-up numbers egs000b 
AHAM said, it believes quarterly total is 
accurate. 


Free data retrieval is bei offered ® pas a 
computer dise customers by Polaroid. dises on 
attempt to recover information stored 0° is otters 
have been damaged in any way aan 


Consumers new floppy dise in exchange fe" 
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ith 
MISSING LINK? Research ae Re up wi 
VCR penetration figure that an sing SOM 96% of 


_ Link Resources say’ _ 
een million households. That comes out 


i 2 million, well 
ing VCR population of 22.2 mi ; 
preecre ‘aillion in cumulative VC ma om 
reported to date. It also puts compact ise a ps 
stration at 1.6%, or population of 1.37 million 
Eos new product with maximum estimated sales to 


date of 400,000. 


Link stands by survey, which it says is result of 
4.300 random telephone interviews in Jan.-Feb., is : 
3rd in annual series on home media. Total VCR coun 
is striking even when compared with Link's own | 
estimate that VCR population stood at 16.6 million at 
1984's end. That year-end estimate was based on 
overly pessimistic sales assumptions for 1984 and 
retirement rate for older machines, said New 
Electronic Media Dir. Lynne Yerby. Link plans to 
test new penetration figure by surveying retailers. 


Household penetration figures for other 
consumer electronics products: Remote control TVs, 
32%; videogame consoles, 22%; personal computers, 
10%; component TVs, 7%; video cameras, 4%; ; 
projection TVs, 1.7%. Top 3 VCR manufacturers in 
survey -- RCA, Panasonic and Sony -- had 36.1% 
combined market share this year, down from 46.5% in 
1984. When current VCR owners were asked about 
purchase plans, 16% said they would buy personal 
computer within year, 11.5% video camera, 10.5% 
another VCR. 


>< On software side, Link asked VCR owners their 
interest in renting or purchasing various categories of 
recorded tapes, but somehow forgot to include 

movies as category. Yerby admitted it was "terrible 
oversight,” said Link may ask question in upcoming 
survey if expense isn't too great. Preferences for 
renting and purchasing among those categories in 
survey were: Adult (49% rent, 2% purchase), arts and 
culture (38.8%, 3.3%), sports (41.3%, 2.8%), 

children's (42.8%, 6.8%), exercise (28.8%, 14%), 
foreign languages (12.5%, 2.5%), vintage TV shows 
(43%, 9.3%). 


Home satellite dish survey from Channel Master, 
based on product registration cards mailed to 
company Dec. through Feb. by purchasers of home 
satellite systems, shows dishes now are appealing to 
lower come groups. Only 13% of new buyers had 
income over $50,000 this year, down from 41% in 
1984. Only 2% said major reason for dish purchase 
was because they have no other source for TV, 17% 
cited poor reception, 38% wanted to get "more 
programming in general." 


Of those who bought s idn’ 
ystem and didn’t h 
nt im to cable, 62% said they received 5 or rewee 
2 oe beg mong dish. Other results: (1) 
‘ o Owned projecti 

al had access to cable, up from 11% in 1984. gp 
ma Master said "only a handful" of its customers 

cable said they cut off service after buying 


MAY 13, Tes 


i t want to vi 
tem, possibly because most v view loc: 
pet ural and farm families continue to ' 
dominate customer base, accounted for 90%, o¢ 
urchases, about same as when survey was started 
‘ed in 


1982. 
——_3-——. 

ut half of some 5.3 million color Ty , 
Bee wet some 80% of 6.5 million sold in 1975, ai 
still in use, according to consumer survey con, ducteg 
by Market Facts for EIA Consumer Electronics ~ 
Group. Based on 12,600 responses to questionna: 
sent out earlier this year, study shows 40% of tlne 
last year were replacements, 38% were bought as 
additions, 10% as upgrades. Survey says 
portable-table models accounted for 74% of 
purchases (against 81.4% in EIA figures for sales to 
dealers in 1984) and 37% of portables and 58% of 
consoles were remotes (vs. 38.9% and 62.1% 
respectively shown by EIA). It credits monitors wit, 
9% share of market. Some 46% of homes have more 
than one color set and 12% have 3 or more, study 
claims, adding that most multiple-set homes also 
have peripherals, such as cable ay; VCR, videogame 
or computer. Digital TV will be considered for next 
purchase by 49%, while 30% said they probably woulg 
opt for stereo. Complete 63-page report, EIA Color 
TV Replacement Cycle Study, is $200 from EIA CEG, 
2001 Eye St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20006. 


Front-loading Funai videocassette player (VCP) 
should be on market this fall from Harjoy, its 
affiliated U.S. distributor. "We're shooting fora 
$200 price" at dealer level, said Harjoy's Harvey 
Urman. Machine, which comes in molded plastic 
carrying case, is aimed at rental market, replaces 
top-loading unit already available from several 
sources, including Portavideo. Urman said minimum 
distributor order is 500 machines, would like 50,000 
units this year but "if they promise me 25,000 I'll be 
happy." Competitor Portavideo has introduced its 
first Korean-made VHS player. Unit plays all 3 VHS 
speeds, has forward-reverse search, wholesales for 
$260 for single units, $240 for 5 to 49, $230 for 50 or 
more. Wholesale on its Funai-made single-speed 
player is $299 each, dropping to $278 for quantity 
orders. Funai player packaged with 12" color monitor 
is now $900 for up to 9, dropping to $875 for 10-24, 
$850 for 25 or more. Same unit with automatic 
rewind and replay is $50 more across board. 


Atari has scrubbed planned late-May launch of 
16-bit 524K ST computer in U.S. in favor of 
introducing it in Europe first. U.S. marketing 10W 
isn't expected until July, with sales slated through 
computer stores rather than mass merchandisets- oe 
same time, Atari said suggested retail, with 3.5 — 
drive and 12" monochrome monitor, will be $800, 
$200 below original target. Company meanwhile b® 
started delivery of 130XE computer, 128K step-¥? | 
from its 64K standby 800XL home computer. Unit ~ 
selling for $150. 


"Video corrector," sophisticated editing system 
combining faders, image enhancer, color balane 
intensity adjustment, audio mixing, ete., has 
added to consumer video line by JVC at $350 list. 


1985 


in 


NO- 19 
ORECASTS: U.S. VCR sales will 

coLor million this year to 11-11.5 million in 
yc 1 om e then decline to around 9.6 million in 
1 " 198 ‘ticipated slowdown in penetration 

an stabilizing impact on total sales," as 
- opeases from current 20% to nearly 
according to new report on 
electronics market by 


yor 


mes, 


mer electronics factory sales 
while tata on in 1984 to $20.6 billion in 1988 
] constant prices, Mackintosh sees color 
g ow from last year's 16.1 
17.5 million in 1986 and 20 million in 


CR, report envisions 1/2" home decks 
in V to be mainstay of market through 1988. 
coat ionn6 ar, it forecasts sales of 8.89 million 1/2" 
for that 7 from 9.52 million in 1985, plus 475,000 
ics = ders (up from 200,000), 475,000 video 
if (from 510,000) and only 165,000 8mm Video 
amen” (vs. 49,000 this year). At end of 1988, report 
stems re'll be 47.5 million nonportable and 5.3 

ane 90 les in use for total penetration of 57% 
- ‘s homes. In 1988, portables will represent only 
Oot VCR market, about same as In 1985, while 30% 
% its sold will be stereo vs. 15% this year. 


of color TVS sold in 1988, report forecasts 10% 
000,000) will include teletext, 30% will be stereo (vs. 
{5% in 1985), 55% will have remote control (vs. 41%) 
nd 15% will be component systems (vs. 6%). 

me sales are seen falling from 5.1 million in 
1984 to 4.95 million this year, 4 million in 1988. 


information about study on U.S.A. consumer 
dectronies industry is available from Mackintosh 
isternational Ltd., Napier Rd., Luton LU1 1RG, 


England. 


o 


= 


————_3———_ 


Mergers & acquisitions: King of Video has 
greed to stock-swap merger with United Color Labs, 
its primary videocassette duplicator. KOV will be 
surviving company... Atari and Mindset have 
swpended merger negotiation. Atari opened talks 
with designer of advanced personal computers last 


| year, following Commodore's acquisition of Amiga. 


‘See: - 


pec was given for halt to talks, but both 
nae are known to be cash shy... Cinema Group, 
Merril partnership created by investment house 
ill Lynch to help finance movie productions, has 
home Acaeaapan of Continental Video, independent 
cr-Cinra eee established early last year by 
ivermans wi founder Jack Silverman and son Jim. 
Sale is 2nd ual continue as chmn. and pres. Business 
for Silverman, who earlier sold Commtron 


aceutical distributor Bergen Brunswig. 


https 
' held Sractive videodisc projects in health care 


500.0 evaluated or are under way in 1/3 of 
kta Remon according to new study by 
Center pp ch Ine. Details: SK&A, 2102 Business 


" » Suite 160, Box 16577, Irvine, Cal. 92713. 
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Philips blamed poor 

3 and slow semiconductor sales 
ae Ve eben: net to $72.2 

p 14% (see financial table). 


Philips said i 
re: from its age an 
nore eration would be i I 
Aa A Aid 

HhigNteds ee its controlling interest in Grail 
Ao fot Seo 8! Grundig's actual deficit may be . 
Match aimee million it posted in fiseal year to 
plahta) ie mpany Said it has closed 3 color TV 
as sotiating to shut additional 3, will 

idate output in remaining 3. 


million. Sales sclp in 


Meanwhile, in intern 

a decide that 7 php! 
eth? eek of Europe's market for VCRs, CDs and 
i ter players, and raise duty rates on such 

A to help head off further Japanese 
a < ae Duties on such items as headphone 
= S and portable radios, no longer produced in 

urope, could be reduced as offset. 


Philips says EEC 
facturers have right 


Study claims Japanese have unified industri 
strategy to take over Europe's consumer eeeaees 
market as they have U.S. market, and quick action is 
needed to prevent that. Domination of consumer 
area would have domino effect, lead to Japanese 
control of components and professional electronics, 
put Europe so far behind in science and industry that 
it would be more dependent on U.S. and Japan for 
political and military support. 


Mergers and other combinations in European 
industry haven't been enough to stop Japanese 
inroads, Philips said. It said further rationalization 
to concentrate production into larger, more efficient 
operating units is needed to enable European industry 
to compete against Japan. 

——— 


Tandon sold double-sided computer floppy dise 
drive patent license to Matsushita. While Tandon has 
granted similar manufacturing licenses to U.S. 
companies, this is first for Japanese producer and 
may be related to Matsushita's purchase earlier this 
year of Shugart's 5.25" dise drive business (TVD Jan 
21 p19). Shugart was among Tandon's U.S. licensees. 
Patent is same one Tandon accuses Mitsubishi, Sony 
and Teac of infringing in suit pending in U.S. Dist. 
Court, L.A., and in unfair import competition 
complaint it filed with International Trade 
Commission last year (TVD Dee 17 p14). 


Ad notes: RKO Home Video appoints W.B. 
Doner & Co. for $2 million account, replacing 


Smith-Hemmings-Gosden... Consumer electronics 
advertisers cut outlay for network and spot TV 44.2% 
to $155.4 million last year, TvB reports. Network 
spending was trimmed 49.9% to $79.3 million, while 


of national and regional spot ads was off 36.7% 
sg $76.1 million... Sanyo moves $4 million appliance 
account to Ally & Gargano from Dentsu/Young & 
Rubicam... Sharp has boosted ad budget for year by 


20% to $24 million. 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 


s obtained during past week. Dash 
lable at press time. Amounts expressed 


These are latest reports ce: 
indicates information not avai 
in dollars. Parentheses denote less. 


hyron 

1985-9 mo. to March 31 
1984-9 mo. to March 31 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


21,699,000 
14,453,000 
9,064,000 
5, 362,000 


(755,000) 
1,823,000 


ulf Broadcast Co. 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


32,163,000 
18,209,000 


loss Video 
1985-gtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


(161,201) 


7,467,695 
(327,595) 


4,490,971 


26 wk. to March 30 407 ,637 ,000 18,700,000 
Lome wk. to March 31} 355,522,000 14,685,000 
1985-13 wk. to March 30 210,233 ,000 9,900,000 
1984-13 wk. to March 31 187 ,048 ,000 7,610,000 
1985-qtr. to March 31 431,569,000 18,377,000 
pine pe to March 3] 392,441,000 21,032,000 

Orion Pictures 

1985-year to Feb. 28 6,619,000 

1984-year to Feb. 29 7,332 ,000 

1985-qtr. to Feb. 28 2,835,000 
1,176,000 


1964-qtr. to Feb. 29 


Philips Nv* 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984—gtr. to March 31 


urner Bestg. 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-qtr. to March 31 


ited Television 
1985-13 wk. to March 31 
1984-13 wk. to March 31 


Notes: “Adjusted. “At guilder's current rate. 
“Restated. 


Consumer Electronics Personals 
Thomas Mcintyre promoted at RCA from Home 


Information Systems Div. mktg. and product planning 


vp to corp. operations analysis staff vp, new post 
with responsibility for consumer electronics and 
entertainment businesses... Mark Stephenson, 
ex-RCA, joins North American Philips Consumer 
Electronics as Magnavox brand mktg. planning dir.; 
Breland Holley, ex-Zaisan, one-time Sharp and TI, 


appointed Magnavox computer products national sales 


dir., responsible for new monitor line. 


Hisashi Sakae appointed pres. of Sony Co 
| , nsumer 
Service Co., responsible for parts and sie Bo support 


for all U.S, marketing operations; Ryoz : 
promoted from Sony west region pete pdtes to 
Sony Hawaii pres., succeeding Sakae; Roy Harkey 
advanced at Sony Consumer Products to N.Y region 
vp-gen. mgr.; Jon Strom, former Consumer ; 
pre egy Div. sales and m 
automotive entertainment systems dir. i 
ra, Georges Golan Saicaal at ae 
ie to TV Group gen. mgr... Moriya Shiki to be 
anced at Mitsubishi Electric (J apan) from senior 


ktg. mgr., named 


> «A 


1 
ing dir. to pres. at shareholder Meet; % 
par eoceeding Nihachiro Kayayama, bei Ney 
promoted to chmn. 8 


m Graham promoted at Pioneer fp 

ee coceal Audio Products Div. mktg. ctr oie 
sales vp, new post, Chris Byrne, Home Audio {on 
mktg. VP; adds Graham s former Pesponsibilit; ly, 
Gary Haight appointed Disewasher audio ap, 4 ar 
mktg. dir... Jeff Myers resigns as Boston Aco, eg 
sales vp, plans unannounced... Quentin Same; Bticg 
Terry Bubar appointed regional sales m BrS., Zon 
Systems & Components Group... William ith 
Rosenberger, ex-Wang Labs, joins Yankee Grou 
strategic planning dir. D ag 

Michael Katz advanced at Epyx to chmn.. 
company is seeking replacement for his former 
of pres-CEO... Brian Clarke promoted at Coleg, t | 
from exec. vp to pres., effective June 12, succeed 
Arnold Greenberg, moving to chmn.; Leonard 
Greenberg, current chmn., to become exec. 
committee chmn... Barry Denes and John Rosen han 
resigned as CBS Software sales vp and mktg. vp, 
respectively, in wake of company’s decision to 
deemphasize consumer products... Paul Reiss, 
ex-Electronies Week publisher, named assoc. 


publisher, Family Computing. 


Deborah Handleman advanced from contract 
administrator to business affairs dir., Embassy Home © 
Entertainment; Martin Weinstein, ex-Reeves 
Communications and Worldvision Home Video, joins 
as east regional sales mgr... Richard Chemel, 
ex-Target Video, joins Western Visuals Home Video 
as gen. mgr... Mallory Tarcher, ex-St. Martin's Press, 
joins New World Video as east coast mktg. mgr.; 
John Reina, ex-Warner Home Video, named for 
midwest... Appointments at United Entertainment, 
parent company of VCI Home Video, Vanguard Video 
and newly formed United Home Video: Don Spink, 
vp; Pam Collins, national sales administrator, 
Dennis Hedlund, national sales mgr., Rick Buehler, 
ex-Key Video, west region sales mgr... Judith 
Slomack named Star Video ad and promotion dir... | 
Officers of National Assn. of Video Distributors: J" 
Schwartz, Schwartz Bros., pres.; Martin Gold, Arte 
vp; Gary Rockhold, Commtron, treas.; Gene 
Silverman, Video Trend, secy. 

———— 


Hitachi is beginning production of full-sized 
camcorders, expects to start sales in Japa '" tput 
begin exporting in July. Company said initial a 
will be 40,000 monthly, with 30,000 earmarked ’ 
export. Matsushita is slated to begin exports “9 
Europe this month, start shipping to U.S. at 
monthly rate in June. 


ai} be 
Digital servo control for consumer VCRS will 


integrated into production of VHS machines ne? 


summer by France's Thomson. Digital 


2 
(DQS) system is claimed to contro! VCR'S nce | 
drive more accurately, resulting in bette? 


less noise, more stab} 
indication. year 


rots 
accurate tape ” 


panical 
jution, 
time 


P | ailable." 


SUMMARY-INDEX 


deast - Cable 
gro? goLD FOR $510 MILLION cash to 
6th independent, coverage of 19.6% 


L.A: = 
ee giving ! (P. 1) 


rabwngusebolds: 

‘ __THAT'S WORD FOR NBC and its TV 

at convention. Tinker says NBC may not be 
twe will best.' NBC won't seek out 

first 

wohl 


Z ABC affiliates. (P. 2) 


NEW USIA TV SERVICE beamed to E. 


turned down by House. (P. 4) 


; ILL SEEK WAIVER to keep WPVI-TV 
| cAPciTiEs M bioh overlaps WABC-TV N.Y., sell 


i WXYZ-TV Detroit. (P. 5) 


| ER SUITORS WAITING to buy cable systems 
| oe of MTV Networks. (P. 6) 


giLL REQUIRING BEER AND WINE counterads 
introduced in House. (P. 6) 
- §UCING CABLE COPYRIGHT PIE gets complicated 


ies squabble over division of syndicated 
a ity Taschiirees and millions from added 


distant signals. (P. 7) 

(PB PRES. PFISTER QUITS in flap over public 
ioadeasting trip to Russia to exchange 
programming. (P. 7) 


germany 


a = - 


ATLA L.A. SOLD TO TRIBUNE FOR 


'§ to Tribune Co. for record $510 million cas sen 
e than month ago by principal owne 


Communicatio 
pl), bought KTLA from Gene Autry 


_ ofstation, which was put on market mor 
Roberts. KKR is merging with Storer 
witiendly takeover bid (TVD April 29 

arch 1983 for $245 million. 


$510 MILLION: Indepe 


P 
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oR ZENITH 1986 LINES 
- RCA has 27 VCRs. Ze 
camcorder to VHS-C. New 


‘VIDEO 8' E ; 
pdrivaulan VALUATED: Sony camcorder found 


t, well designed, with i 
ven L ; excellent pict 
major improvement in 8mm in less than eae 10) 


stress new tubes, stereo 
nith to add VHS 
RCA projectors. (P. 9) 


AVERAGE COLOR SET woul 

: d be worth $1,630 if 
prices had followed inflation. Prices down 7.7% 
below 1967, while CPI is up 311%. (P. 11) 


COLOR TV PACED SALES GROWTH for JVC in 
fiseal 1984 although video products provided largest 
volume. Pioneer posts first-half loss. (P. 12) 


ZENITH IS CONFIDENT of good business, firming 
prices, despite sales ‘glitch’ of last few weeks. 
Stereo seen as major stepup factor. (P. 13) 


PHOTO GIANT SHAREHOLDERS get glimpse of 
future at Kodak and Polaroid annual meetings. (P. 13) 


PHILIPS VIEWS 8mm as ‘absolutely the future’ of 
VCR, according to pres.-elect. Philips name to 
appear increasingly on products in U.S. (@. 14) 


QUASAR MOVING CAUTIOUSLY into 1985, sees 
stiffer color, VCR price competition, bringing 
shakeout, Pluckhan says at sales convention. (P. 15) 


ndent KTLA L.A. was sold May 
een widely rumored as purchaser 
r Kohlberg, Kravis, 
ful in fighting off 
's Golden West m 


h. Tribune had b 


ns if latter is success 


d it will pay $450 million 


tor KTLA price breaks record set earlier this ea ae part of Murdoch-Davis takeover of 


top romedia’s ABC affiliate WCVB-TV Boston 
media TV stations (TVD May 13 p3). Tribune 


but Pres 


“opyrigh 6 


- Stanton Cook said “our financial position | sting 
KTLA has heavy schedule of college and professional sp 


‘dn't say how it W 
didn y arene 


s strong 3” does Tribune's 


ssion, is & violation of Federal 


a ane 
pu USC 104 see Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without 

‘a ay 
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lationships, 1984's “y e 
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2 TV DIGEST ual price rel average | EV 
es. It also shows ann *y He we 
industry markup ee ah, 1967 = 4 ‘ goine -P 
Av. Factory Value ue meeting 
Price ov? 
Year 100.0 $568 jor cel 
: $568 104.2 549 opt ec’ 
1967 ae ee 109.8 568 teas ts 
1968 328 Ba 116.3 578 | of 0S 
1969 317 oak 121.3 616 chiP> os 
1970 324 oe 125.3 627 feat 
1a 319 483 133.1 643 Des 
> 308 496 147.7 _ were om 
316 161.2 62 ibit 
1975 341 Pr 170.5 933 color,” 
76 349 181.5 996 , 
a 350 ae 195.4 1,073 oat 
1977 549 : 7 "New 
1978 * 565 221.4 251 nenane 
1979 360 577 247.0 1,425 on 
1980 368 oH 972.4 1,610 . = 
soe on 585 289.1 1,691 om 
1982 ais 565 298.4 1,686 = 
1983 524 311.1 1,630 Las Vee 
i ee 
a OO last 8-5 
Sales of home audio equipment fell 20%to%4 tax ref 


JVC NET UP: Although VCRs and related products 


i ; i lor 
still comprise JVC's largest business segment, co 
TV set pace for parent-only sales growth in year to 
March 20, company's financial report shows. On 


nonconsolidated basis, JVC posted 14.7% increase in 
net to $78.8 million on 18% sales rise to $2.6 billion. 


Aided by strong demand for color TV kits from 


China, JVC said total TV sales rose 40.9% for year to 


$305 million. Sales of video equipment -- VCRs, 
cameras, videodisc players, tapes and discs -- were 
up 19.1% to $1.77 billion. Audio equipment volume 


was flat at $411.7 million, sales of music records and 
tapes increased 28.3% to $39 million, other products 


added $79.3 million, up 6.7%. 


JVC said video equipment sales growth came 
primarily in North America and Japan, noted that 
price decline in videocassettes, increased R&D 
expenses and rising value of yen against European 
currencies held profit down. JVC said export sales 


were up 12.5% to just under $1.69 billion and sales in 


Japan rose 28.1% to $914.6 million. 


Pioneer posted consolidated $1.6 million loss in 


fiscal first half to March 31 on 3.1% sales rise (see 


financial table). Pioneer had profit of $18.2 million 


in same period last year. Company said deficit 
stemmed primarily from weak demand for home 


audio equipment, but noted that while revenue from 


video products rose 27.8% to $129.7 milli 
; on, sal 

target for videodisc player wasn't met, which ian 
neato 2 wats market atmosphere 

en iscontinued i i 
system last year. Pioneer indi ted Na eae 
video improvement, said it pl 
mMhillion monthly. 


cated disc sales paced 
ans to expand output to 


‘Ilion. while car audio posted 8.7% rise to $238.1 
milion Pioneer reported overseas sales slipped 2%) Th 
to $395.1 million but sales in Japan were up 3.9% togethe 
$270 million. To improve 2nd-half performance, 
Pioneer said it plans to boost production of lower 
priced home digital audio CD players to 50,000 
monthly. 


Warner Communications repurchased $10.l 
million in questionable accounts Do aaa 
Atari last year, Warner says in recent annu villi 
In addition, it agreed to buy back for $12.2 
Warner stock warrants it issued in return a 
amount of Atari notes it still holds. Warner 
Atari's consumer operation to Commotor and 
Jack Tramiel last June in exchange for 00” on of 
debentures, currently holds about $250 ™ . 
Atari's paper. Disputes over value of ampasies 
transferred have arisen. Report says se 
held discussions on debt reduction 
unable to resolve their Se interes! 
this year Atari didn't make furs 
payments. As previously reported, be jast 9°” 
carrying value of Atari debt in 3rd 4 pe : 
and wrote off remainder in 4th quartet 


Audio/Video Affiliates declared * reduc’ 
Super-retailer said split was designed to pron! 
per-share price, make stock attractive 
base of investors. 

.,-- 


on 
Mitsubishi will spend $32 milli@® 
plant in Japan. Company said plant w 
meet rising demand for tubes from 


ZENITH: "This is one we're not 
i in advance of shipping,” quipped 
3 pearlman when we asked him 
last week's Zenith distributor 
_ Referring to oft-postponed 
said problem with digital TV is 
cularly with set's "performing to 
p q to bring it to market." With 
‘er ITT, Pearlman said "we know 
velopment of digital TV 


- cing situation, Zenith officials 
pespite tougt eat at meeting. "The industry is 
 quetly ality similar to that of the early days of 

ales Co. Pres. Gerald McCarthy, 
s of 15.9 million, VCR 9.5-10 
pp forece ection TV more than 225,000 this year. 
cone logy and new products are putting 
gent hack into our business," he said. 

._ tpetail trade has been a little tough" 

a weeks, he said dealers and distributors 

gist beginning to report lift in last couple weeks 
slat reports came from RCA eonvention, also in 
ie Vegas last week). McCarthy told distributors 
“ere may have been "slight shift in seasonality" in 


<< ig $-9 years as result of increasing importance of 
pe $244 wrefunds to consumer buying power. 
238.1 

pped 2.5% This year, he said, IRS's delay in tax refunds 

» 3.9% to vother with new rules on purchase of IRAs by April 
ance, probably caused buying pause. However, he said 
lower ‘refunds this year will be $10 billion more than 
000 ws, and he expects good business to resume shortly. 

‘Wwebeen through a lot of recessions and troug ah 
\eCarthy said, "and the last few weeks haven't been 

310.1 we than a glitch." 

from _ 

al repo ie cited these encouraging signs: 13" is 

sees fianing to shrink as percentage of business, 19" is 
oa pining to grow again, "we have renewed 

, fe : S| mataities in consoles and 25-inch cube table 
cies ri ; Sole growing by leaps and bounds." He was 
S at f eee about stereo, forecasting that by 
oe | ve oY stereo TV signal will be available to every 

sc have ian U.S. "Stereo is one of the few 

ree | that doesn't require a ducation 
» been | ‘Ritesg," he added, "p consumer educa 10 
45 that - enefits . "Everybody is familiar with the 
interes 


peduce Asked 
eat eve yet about Korean VCRs, McCarthy said: 


ast ¥ 
} Let even ane a great deal of impact," but noted 
“ill tog or ket should be sold this year, "there's 
x spit | wtketers, Lik tantial growth" by traditional 
case 4 on the-mindod other manufacturers, Zenith is 
roade® — Magy, i: publi approach to 8mm. "If the 


€ opts for j t ' 
hat genes Pts for it, we'll be prepared.” 


: 0 
Pa ( baton singh, Software, he noted -- "we know 


» Prerecorded material is a major 


. 
tude” Said Zon: 
“Weed vycith will have both VHS-C and 
. Mcorders to meet demand. 
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said. "We le 
VCR," when 


: Beta 
issue of recording time. aten by VHS almost solely on 


KODAK, POLAR 
leaders are looki 
electronic imagi 


OID ELECTRONICS: i 
: Photo indust 
ng for ways to expand toeholds in ee 


ng and storage they establi 
year, and at recent annual hcetings Kodak ed os 


Polaroid offered hold 
Sti ers a | 
directions that may be cpt at some of the 


Kodak is exploring variety of opportunities i 
home recording market, gat tay a tneriew, Sex 
was told by Chmn. Colby Chandler. Among areas 
being considered are film and video cameras, video 
and audio recorders, electronic still cameras and 
various forms of media, including film, magnetic tape 
and dises, as well as recording services, such as 
displaying photos on TV set and home duplication of 
video and audio tapes. Roster "provides an indication 
[of] areas where we may be able to capitalize on our 
technology and reputation to offer new products to 
the very familiar home marketplace,” Colby said. 


Polaroid went step further, offered 
demonstrations of prototype products. One is 
13"x8"x6.5" black box recorder that puts out instant 
color film photo of TV picture. Input is frozen TV 
frame or field from VCR or videodise player. Signal 
is fed through computer, broken into red, green and 
blue elements, sequentially displayed on internal 3” 
high-resolution monochrome monitor. Exposure of 
3"x4" self-developing film is through sequential color 
wheel. Box has raster fill-in circuitry so no lines 
show up in picture, and time between input and 
picture delivery is about one min. Another was 
complete image processing, storage, manipulation 
and transmission system that included 8mm Video 
camcorder, computer, color display and Polaroid's 
Palette video image film recording system. It also 
showed prototype high-density 96-track eae 
computer dise having 1.6 megabyte storage capacity. 

—_—————— 


Job security, improved pension benefits and 
early retirement incentives, along with wage and a 
general benefit increases, are key apap — 
just-launched talks between GE and IUE, se 
multiunon bargaining co oF negotations 

ntract expires June vU. ~' eg 
with GE, and of similar multiunion talks corn 
Westinghouse, traditionally set tone for cont as 
discussions unions will hold later with other in 


members. 


: . ; xt 
i will be in Summer CES in Chicago ne 
«career ta Home computer marketer said it had 


ibi high cost but 
‘ded not to exhibit because of hig 
ae position after discussion with show 


management. 
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ectronics Companies 


during past week. Dash 
Amounts expressed 


Financial Reports of TV-El 


‘ 
These are latest reports as obtained 
indic ales information sol available at press time. 
is dollars Parentheses denote loss. 


(914,000) 
421,000 

(877,000) 

104,000 


Pi 2,804,000 

Comcas* , 
: r March 31 4,000 
gas-—qtr. to ch 3} 2,204, 


1984—qtr. to 


522,000 
1,766,000 


Electrohose 
1985-13 wk 
1984-13 wk. to 


Esquire Radio & Electronics 
1985-gtr. to March 31 
to March 31 


to March 29 
March 30 


11,300 
484,600 


1984-qtr. 


ie 13,343,000 
gtr. to March 31 2,934,630,000] 113, . 
eeatr: to March 31 2,956,737 ,000 79,297,000 


Marantz 
1985-qtr. 
19§4~qtr. 


Movielab 
1985~qtr. to March 30 
1984~gtr. to March 31 


(983,000) 


h 31 
peapmiond- (798.000) 


to March 31 


(605,144) 
(536,556) 


Oak Industries 
1985-gtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


(9,473,000) 
(12,490,000) 


Pioneer Electronic’ 
1985-6 mo. to March 3) 
1986-6 mo. to March 3) 


(1,600,000) 


Recoton 
1985-gtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 3) 


Satellite Syndicated Systems 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


Taft Besty. 
1985-year to March 3) 
1984-year to March 3) 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


Tele-Communi cations 
1985-qtr. to March 31 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


Telepictures 
1985-qtr. to March 3) 
1984-gtr. to March 31 


Notes: “Adjusted. “In Canadia 
“Revenues exclude insurance Meni 5 
ae special credit. 


1,177,500 


"Restated, 
/& finance subsidiaries. 
At yen's current rate. 


*Per 


eee 
Consumer Electronics Personals 
$$$ Fersonals 


Roger Ackerman appointed i 
Spel Glass & Ceramics Gieony devia het py 
nies and other products), assuming duties of 
a i udson, pres. of now disbanded Consumer & 

ustry Group, who will retire July 15; David i 


er C&IG quality vp, ady 1 ZZ 
Luther ality dir... Jerry Hellman oe toe, % G@EA 
depu es From color TV mktg. mgr. to ogi 4 he 
Quasa” ieceeding Trevor Reisz, who ler, + le ABA 
ae aon out of industry... Noby Maeda doin . ZA 
Sony (U.S.) to corp. pens VP; Nobuyug; ae . @Z 
romoted to Mktg. Group Planning vp; yay | 2 2s 
former Accessory Div. national sales and Oty | Co, 
advanced at Consumer Products Co. to gin, “& my ne Aged FO 
telecommunications & accessories, » : “ae 
Phyllis Massey, one-time Toshiba, 4. . 3 
pees west region mgr... Joseph Barret ote 4 maAY 
at Platt Music to corp. consumer electronj Vang 
mgr. in restructuring. Other appointments, Ise 
stapleton, video mdse. mgr.; Tedd Rozyloyic ue oade’ 
Home Div. (microwave ovens, electronic ¢ z, Br 
mdse. mgr.; Robert Pollack, corp. TV buyer ry a aFF 
Magnuson, corp. VCR buyer; Robert Marsha, = 1g they 
office products buyer; Ted Lew, communicat;, Ote | tol eless' 
products buyer... Matt Yamauchi and Dan R = i ‘Ble e al 
appointed co-megrs. of new Pro Video Service ee 
JVC Service & Engineering Co... Robert Summer css MA’ 
RCA Records pres., elected RIAA chmn., succes | vay DUY, 
Sheldon Vogel, Atlantic Records vice chmn. niternati 
takeover 
Robin Montgomery promoted at Embassy Hone 
Entertainment from mktg. and sales vp to senigp PHYSIC! 
for acquisitions, production and corp. mktg... Ton proadeas 
Diehl appointed sales development coordinator, 3 Second E 
instructional cassette marketing unit Leisure Ting 
Products Project; Robert Lehman named mkt. RADIO! 
development mgr.; Mark Kuipers, former mkt. ack of ¢ 
jamming 


development coordinator, has been reassigned... Jy 
Shanahan promoted at Essex Video to mktg. and 
operations vp; David Bursteen advanced to sales 
vp... Randall Freeman, cofounder of IRS Video, 
named pres., Palm Beach Home Video, new venture 
formed by movie collector Elvin Feltner... Vincent 
DiMillo, ex-WEA International, joins Media Home 
Entertainment as budgeting and forecasting senior 
financial analyst... Eric George named mktg. 
development mgr. of Ingram Video's new Mktg. 
Development Dept... Gene Marino, ex-Dreamland m 
Home Video, joins Target Video as vp. 
—_—— f 


7 ia 
NC 


Sharp is expanding recently opened U.K. van 
plant to include production of microwave ove!- 
Plant in Wrexham started output of VHS VCRs 
3,500 monthly rate in Feb. Company said It ye 
install MW line, produce 120,000 in first yea © 
to 240,000 annually by 1988, by which time 
production is expected to be shifted to new P 
Same area. 


Obituary 


for ust 
Irving Kappy, 67, manufacturers’ PP © vow 

years and principal in N.Y. metro firm West ai 

Industries, died May 10 of heart attack: Khe 

represented such marketers as Morse &¢ sorvive® 

and his company now handles Emerso® 

include wife, children, 
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Mike : 4 gst - Cable Consumer Electronics 
Me mee RATE in San Francisco, are DI 
Lit ATES CELEB ? GITAL SOUND : 
| Deo os Frill remain No. 1. CBS hopes to change Sony, Pioneer wee Video decks expected from 
Tard fy they, WT work image, Sees audience erosion from » others, in new full lines. (P, 9) 
> ho Pas" 
Hig mome ss vet DD NEW LINES, NEW DispLays: 180-degree 


* g : ° 
rts ape : projection, first U.S. flat-¢ " 
ySINESS PARTNER, tells SEC it 99" i) ; aced 20", from NAP; 
sal * 3 way SEES own stock or examine 'various Square-cornered tube from Hitachi. (P. 9) Eo 


Can ; itself against unfriendl VCR | 
Ceding | bays’ to strengthen itse y MPORTS DOUBLED to 1.38 million i 
- ! M i 
act @. 3) Color set imports still sagging. 11) 
H EAT, NAMECALLING, mar public STEREO Tv: A : : 
Pita a avsicAL siete in wake of Pfister resignation. covering all of aN 4 ae 
Tom 8S executive quits. (P. 5) than 50% of U.S. population. Ay 3 ets, more 
r, 3M | 
Time atl BEGINS BROADCASTING despite 1986 NEW MODEL DETAILS: RCA, Zeni i 
maoio MI incomplete staffing. Feared Cuban Magnavox, Sylvani: i ( ES ts 
i ir. > a, Phile . , H ; ia 
: bs oct materialize. (P. 6) Epson. (P. 14)  Sabaiaihans Saal co 
» Jay 
‘ copYRIGHT;, MUST-CARRY ISSUES to dominate FULL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE is set for Summer 
les scTA convention panels featuring dozens of CES, which opens in Chicago June 2. (P. 16) 
, (P. 6) \! 
ature congressmen. BILL TO LEVY 15% DUTY on color tubes imported ta 
cent WANDATORY COUNTERADS BILL gets brushoff with kits proposed. Zenith back in court. (P. 16) 
arti ‘om House panel. Ban on alcohol ads is seen as 
es aireme, possible First Amendment violation. (P. 7) NO VIDEOCASSETTE SHORTAGE is looming, says 
é Memtek. Company predicts sales of 220 million 
od NCTA WILL ACCEPT EEO RULES if they're a blanks this year, 177 million to dealers. (P. 17) 
noflified. Assn. tells FCC that reliance on numeric 
sts is inconsistent with Cable Act and ‘suspect as a CHINA GETTING IDLED GE color tube equipment, 
nutter of constitutional law.' (P. 7) buying another plant from Japan's Matsushita. (P. 17) 
‘CR 
. 08S CELEBRATES IN SAN FRANCISCO: "Today we celebrate the resent, ay fact sat 
at mr own legacy is still with us, alive and well," CBS Best. Group Pres. — Ja reo owes 
ll executives from some 200 affiliated stations during network's 30th annual ga ee tian 
xpane | “San Francisco's Fai uch for affiliates to cheer about, ranging 
aes o's Fairmont Hotel. There was m hat were well received, to 
rt in work's continuing ratings dominance, to new fall shows tha 
“Swranees that CBS is taking steps to defend against takeovers. 
: able to 
T : an saying he was un 
tie pe was read _at_convention from CRar Thomas ting to CRS SEC filing. Network 
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mb f takeover (see separate story elsewhere 1n this issue). 
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eet R 
Hitachi's long VC; d remote, 


9-head system wittl 
instant recording “or me TS jack longitudinal 
$545; first 4-head unit has M im Dyes 
pe: 5_-week 4-event timer at $685, au 
<0» ith LSI logic controls is » 
Aster VHS Hi-Fi model with on-screen oe 
‘ gram g-event one-year program, ! 
N rtables, both including tuner-timer, 
at $899. New porta) VHS Hi-Fi model that docks 
MTS, at $1,295. One-hand 


in tuner-timer, th 300 lines of resolution, 10-lux 


j i i duced 
pson and sister company Seiko both intro 

new ee of their 2" LCD color sets at lower 
prices, along with their first b&w sets -- both 2 


CES SEMINARS: Usual full conference and seminar 
schedule has been put together for Summer CES 
opening June 2 in Chicago. All presentations will be 
at Arie Crown Theater in McCormick Place. 
Activities will start at 2 p.m. opening day with 
overview session at which RCA's William Boss will 
present industry consensus sales forecast for 2nd half. 


Seminar sessions start Mon., June 2, at 9 a.m. 
with audio, Ralph Wolfe, Panasonic, keynoting. On 
leadoff home audio panel: Fred Tushinsky, Marantz; 
Chris Byrne, Pioneer; Bill Yanke, Sharp; Tom 
Jacoby, JBL; retailers Wayne Puntel, Audio Craft, 
and Bob Rupp, Good Guys. Panel for car audio: 
Reese Haggott, Alpine; Don Coleman, Clarion; 
Daniel Newman, Fujitsu Ten; Steve Girod, Yamaha, 
and retailers Sherman Brown, Stereo on Wheels, and 
Robin Tepper, Teppers Autosound. At 2 p.m., home 
and personal computer seminar will have Clive Smith, 
Commodore, as keynoter. Panelists: Doug Carlston, 
Broderbund; Charles Gilmore, Heath/Zenith; Ed 

Sanyo; Richard Khaleel, Scholastic, and 
retailers Fred Larson, Computer Depot, and Adam 
Levin, Mace Electronics. 


| William Gallagher 

MGM Home Video; Ronald ney Pioneer Video; Jon 

retailers Arthur Morowi 

Video Shack, and Byron Boothe, Popingo Video, * 

i a and Telecommunications seminar at 2 p.m 
have Freeman Robinson, GTE, keynoter. fia 

rhe * Charles Levine, GE; Donna Trampel 

5 be paris Bell; Larry Kloman, Phone Mate; 

=k ce Penslar, Unitech; retailers David Mann Public 

one Stores, and John Morgan, Phone Nook, 


Market research presentatio i 
! ns will 
5, starting at 9 a.m. Conducted throaghn ee 


be series of 
of taduatry ae workshops on wide range 


i : 


products under both brand names 


ocket sets with excellent resolution 


Pale. 
identical. Epson's revamped color m oily 


6.3"x3.15"x1.2", is ——_ and at 13.4 . on 
han current version. as optional by” li yer, 

a for 5 hours on 4 AA cells, will be Par te she notre 

$400, some $100 less than first mode| _ at il PrMemte a 
monochrome set, billed as world's smalieg”, Aby of ‘gsc 


es 4.7"x2.85"x0.81", dra C gp ; 
noe 9 AA cells will be wt 0.35 Ww, Pla: Oy gattaé! 
hours on S, Priced at CEs Ste), by oth 
slated for July delivery. 5 tt nade by qe 


ic ™ 
Seiko's new 2" color set has pop-up ) of reas 
moves to proper viewing angle at touch of °°"thy peliew’ es 
52,800 pixels, will sell for $349 in July, Ett, on 
model has been repriced at $399 and baw "8? we're 
available in mid-Aug., willbe $199, “> =. marke 
20% you are 
} to market . 
COLOR KIT IMPORT BILL: Bill totripleto js, said: "Pull 
duty on color tubes imported as part of kits ; re manufactur 
for assembly in U.S. plants has been in Meng tailers- 
House Ways & Means Chmn. Rostenkowski On mwe're gol 
Measure presumably was introduced at urging h  pphate prog 
labor-industry group COMPACT, which last yey -«-»Y 3 
tried unsuccessfully to get Customs, for duty audio tape 
urposes, to break tubes out of kits (TVD Dee 1) and if eve 
pl0). Rate on kits is just 5%. been St 
: Curre 
Measure calls for assessing 15% rate on - 
all imported color tubes except those cae caeatte , ae 
complete product or part of complete kit that ® in for rebs 
includes essentially all parts, with cabinet. Buk | and follow 
kit imports now consist only of tube and circuit will buy M 
boards 
a 40rd ton 
Move for i marke 
duty change was triggered by like that, 


Matsushita Industrial, which builds chassis in Tiju 
and ships them to Franklin Park, Ill., for final 


assembly into Panasonic and Quasar sets. TwoyeuS blank vidi 
ago it began combining chassis with tubes import! = ots 
from Japanese parent and sending them out skis = gy oye. 
COMPACT concern is that so-called "kit loophol’ = yaa 


will be used increasingly by importers to evade lif 
duty on tubes. 


In first quarter this year, total tube-inclus'” rf 
color kit imports were up 35.7% to 244,200, most 
inerease represented by 45.6% rise to 164,80 ® 
imports from Mexico. Rest stemmed from ine 
13,900 from Malaysia and 11,600 from Korea, Kit 
weren't kit suppliers in same period last yee © eatun 
imports from Japan and Singapore declined. ea 

Also on trade front, Zenith has appealed 
of International Trade dismissal of suit of low 
International Trade Administration findiNé yop 
negligible dumping m on TVs imported % 


in dismissing case, CIT Jadge James ' siue 
lal 


—— 
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IBM cut 22-25% from suggested retails of 
personal computers, including discontinued PCjr, in 
move that could trigger another industrywide 
reduction wave just before Summer CES, where Atari 
and Commodore will be bowing new high-end 
products. PCjr, with 128K user memory and 360K 
disc drive, was chopped to $725 from $999, and 
companion color monitor was lowered to $399 from 
$429. Step-up PC, with 256K memory and 360K 
drive was trimmed to $1,950 from $2,595, while 
napa equipped portable was reduced from $2,895 


_ Matsushita broadened its ties with Korea by 
selling 5-year microwave oven magnetron license and 
technology to Samsung for $1.6 million. Samsung 
also will pay Matsushita $2.4 million for production 


Cooperative effort in consumer electroni 
appliances with Gold Star (TVD March iI ple), 


Consumer Electronics Personajs 
ied ieee. 2am ae a na. 
Yuji Ohashi appointed NEC Ho 
(U.S.) pres., succeeding Masahiro Teukic Pong { é, 
returns to parent in Japan... Robert True Whe 
ex-Nabisco, joins Commodore as m SNbrog 
succeeding Frank Leonardi, who move, Me 
assignment as business systems sale, ,..° "ew 
shifts from sales vp to consumer systen'. Jon Wint 
Robert Carlson, ex-United Technologies Sales hk an 
chmn.-pres. of BMC (formerly Buckbee—y.mrinte4 
replacing dirs. Carl Drake and Joe Davi, °*™), 
posts on interim basis since resignation of Ms © helg 
last Jan... Jerry Junkins advanced at Texas yal Pope, 
Instruments from exec. vp to Pres.-CEO, rapj... 
Fred Bucy, resigned to pursue other interes Placing 
Drady advanced at pes to sales & m t+ Lag 
succeeded as national sales mgr. by Steye e..” 
ex-Sanyo... Sanford Gordon, Pk Roach set 


one-time Symphonic, joins Pilot as West zone sale 


groadcast 2s 


ce 
vp... Robert Busch and Thomas Brannis, y en says ™ ° 
Div. and West Div. sales mgrs. respectively, na. 15,000 —; 
vps. ed environment. 
Michael Korizno, ex-Memorex, joins Sony 7 atc & TC! a 
Sales as micro floppy disc national sales mer.. ape Includes — r 
Camille Perillat, ex-Infomedia, named assoc. ; system sold. 
communications administrator, Ampex Magnet; : 
Tape Div... Paul Connelly, ex-Aurora Pon sell nar age 
Sanyo as Calculator Div. national sales mgr... Davi igs notch 
Braverman, ex-Mura mktg. services mgr., named climb a , 
NEC Telephone mass mdse. product mgr. TBS DESCRIB' 
be hurt, SEC i: 


Robert Cook, ex-Emb Home Entertainm 
appointed pres.-CEO of cit Aatee and its holding 
company, Avalanche Group... Barbara Javitz, Media 
Home Entertainment programming & acquisitions ¥p, 
named to board... Gary Gwizdala named exec. 
vp-COO, Macrovision, developer of videocassette 


POINT SYSTE 
FCC. MeKinn 
commercial T 


anticopy system... Steven Lam joins distributor Star a gly 
Video Entertainment as financial vp... Fran O'Keefe destination re 
named video sales mgr., WEA Boston... Tony Douglas 
named Playboy Video product megr., Karl-Lorimar CH. 6 INTER! 
Home Video, new post.. Phillip Mandell, ex-Media FCC. Agreer 
Home Entertainment, appointed to new post of west interference | 
region sales mgr., Prism Entertainment. 
9 MAJOR Ma 
__ Yoel Schoenfeld, RIAA anti-piracy operations lotter 
dir., adds post of gen. counsel, succeeding Ernest 
Meyers, resigned... Mike Aguilar, Panasonic, elected NCTA sTai 
Compact Dise Group vice chmn.; other new Vegas this 
officers: Chris Byrne, Pioneer, secy.; Alan Perper, through Ca 
Warner, group mktg. vp; Robert Heiblim, Denon," Amendment 
applications vp. ~OnVention, 
A of into furthe: 
Jack Fields retires after 30 years as chm. ¢ focusing 
major rep Component Marketers Inc., Leonia, N/» ™ 


Continuing as chmn. emeritus. New officers # Jom 
Robert Pett, pres.; Elliott Friedman, sales vPi “F 
Mark, vp; Madeleine Peruo, secy. Former Pres 
Goldstein died April 4 (TVD April 8 p18). 
hnology a 
N.V. Philips is acquiring LCD tec 
production eaueneataetiaaie under $16 millie® 
agreement. Philips said it plans to build LCD 
manufacturing operation in Netherlands. 


service for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Electronice 
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‘a... 
ee jeast = Cable Consumer Electronics 
afer = 'G-R-E-A-T', NCTA Chm 
Stua:,” 7 1s 'G-R-E-A-T;, n. SONY & 
bap , gfATE OF tention Ss chee eS foctone oe aie ee ea om lines. 
: is int ting in deregulate Z ong-playing PC 
oe vee oe e eaters. Sony's pocket énmennice ®. 11 
ed goroume= JAPAN' 
{LLION for Warner Amex. milli S APRIL VCR EXPORTS to U.S. of 1.29 
4 Tcl BID $1.3 Oy million debt. Dallas pn were 3rd highest monthly total ever. Color 
1Y Tape Ms °. ‘> ee, . Set shipments also rose sharply. (P. 13) 
eee sold. (F- TOP 
m gem f BRANDS LOST color market share, 
etic e's TOP 100 COMPANIES updated in F shows. Leaders RCA and Zenith each drotped.tolt 
joing ee on Digest survey. Continental and United point, top 10 down 5.6%. (P. 13) 
I 4) 
Be, sida noted. < GE'S 'STILL HERE’, and will be in TV for some time i. 
DESCRIBES RISKS IN CBS BID: Investors could at least, Vp Jacques Robinson says at media meeting 7 
rot, SEC is told in amended filing. (P. 6) to outline status. (P. 15) } 
) 
holdin? INT SYSTEM FOR ITFS GRANTS adopted by KOREAN VCR EXPORTS to Europe expected to start 
Media ra MeKinney says he'd like similar system for in Aug. with Samsung shipments to U.K., could spark 
ions vp pacer TV. (P. 6) new calls for tariff hikes. (P. 16) | 
, ¥ 
' * { ’ 
CRITICS THINK: That's MULTICHANNEL SOUND adaptor designed to work 
nana a Sunde ea ack, but its ‘course, speed and _with any TV set introduced by Recoton. (P. 16) 
j : 4 i Tae! . 7 . 
weereal istimtion remain unclear.’ (P. 7) NEW TV-VCR PRODUCTS at CES emphasize 
T to get fast action at multichannel sound, square-cornered tubes. 
dia at Beene weed cheats ee predicted Introductions by JVC, Sampo, Akai, NEC. (P. 17) 
i Metamre ie entabliched. (P27) EMERSON NET UP 168% in fiscal 1985 on gains from 
. i i tores pos 
CC's first consumer electronics. Video Concept s 
| iMAJOR MARKETS UF DPF GRABS i FE (P. 8) 3rd-quarter loss. GI reports. (P. 17) 
ons MMDS lottery. Top media companies vie. (r. phoma 
st 5 i is gathered 
ected J NCTA STANDING TALL IN LAS VEGAS: Decidedly Ut beat _cable. a Yar ~~ deregulation 
Vegas this week to celebrate congressional and co ting cable with print medium under First 
sala Cable Act and legal decisions increasingly equa based at NCTA's 34th annual 
al Amendment, But while those gains will produce muc ture and ways to translate those gan 
‘ouvention, mood and thrust of 1985's gathering 1S on sa bottom line. "It will be a convention 
of f futher improvements to industry's already pita NCCT A Pres. James Mooney said. 
baled j °C'sing on the increasing profitability of the industry, _ 
; ntion themed "On tnt alone in 
ohn Abo wes in 3-day conve ho will be alo 
“Fr ks gi rps2800 were expected to participate Allen and Mooney, who Wr thering 


year, having taken over from 


fight © 
M7 
tr S010 et $¢q,) 


eee! Edward 
} limelight aby with keynote speeches by Pe nas Tian Whe 


é i t written permis 
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eler at last year 


sion, is 4 violation of Federal statute 
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TLOOK: "I know there's been a | 
a a around" about GE exiting TV i 
700 fad the same dialog in 1982 and we're 
kets» Consumer Electronics Business Operations 
aj) bones n. Mgr. Jacques Robinson said in N.Y, 
5B0) Be meeting with trade press where he 


- vert aq future is still open question. 
yeh 


knows the industry is in dee 
severe alty -- [even] a lot of pat hilen are 
ial)’ .." Robinson said. But "saying GE may 
svi jv] down is much like saying Moscow may bomb 
gut f it may happen "but it certainly has no basis in 
rY."* going on with our current 3-year plan" 


oe to hold costs down. 


[p00 rouble, 


commenting on recent N.Y. Times interview in 
GE Chmn. Jack Welch indicated CEBO is 
mv igate for Sale, Robinson said consumer 
ironies is not now inside GE's central business 
‘eles "and if you ask are you considering selling 
iysinesses outside the circles, clearly the answer is 
But we happen to be on a strategy of fixing the 
iness, and it's taking a long time." There have 


Reports have had impact on relations with 
wtailers, "though the battle at the retail level has 
qt been as bad as you might expect. It's been an 
imitation, and a fairly serious irritation," forcing 
sles people to spend time explaining instead of 
' viling. "But is it affecting our business? Not 
ally... The only way we can deal with that is to 
focus on what we're doing, offering an alternative 
product line,” backed by record ad budget and heavy 
emotion. That seems to be working -- GE "has 
_tiied dealers at a faster rate in the first 4 months 
‘us year than we have ever added before." 


Robinson confirmed that while major automation 

BS ent has been made over last 2 years at 

Soe picture tube plant, things there are on hold 
A : abg facility isn't being equipped to produce 

tte res 26" tubes company is now sourcing 
Sager GE, he said, hasn't yet decided whether 

: be or new tubes, but if it does "it would only 
then ater of months. This is not a 


fitures, “plant issue; it's a matter of changing the 


i A 

Tk ugh ast year's dumping finding against 
Pricing, "rel Hr: hasn't reversed trend to lower 
Sthstan; meee Speaking there has been a 

| ling, , UP in the rate of decline, particularly 
Robinson ence there is still intense pressure," 

i While Koreans now assemble large 

Dag etin aon U.S. plants, "it's been well 

in tion in their ose that the amount of cost 

wees "Wi S. plants is not a big number." 

Ve to re permanent part of this industry, 

» &C bad," ve with that, and that’s not 

bette and impr To compete, "we'll have to reduce 
"Pricing °ve profitabily through "better mix, 

and better quality." 


jeen no sale talks and none is going on, Robinson said. 


TV DIGEsST_ 

Pontes for year is f ° 
Y flat, with ; 

3 to 4% -» With indust ; 

VOR sales ane itot#l dollars," Robinson sui 

expected fain] Projected to rise to 1] million. ad 

averages do e 


GE unveiled b 
road but ; 
out cammicisdahean 1986 color 


e 2 MTS 
§ with monitor at $400, pair of 


rack systems from $2,590 wi ial Sore ep 
: , ith 25" moni aa 
for deluxe version that includes new $910 26° ae 


monitor. We' ‘ 
nese e'll describe other TVs and VCR line here 


Billed by GE as answer to "'e : 
of remote controls is universal, A et ated 
infrared remote transmitter that will control up to 4 
different products from any manufacturer. 
Hand-held unit has 37 buttons, LCD function readout 
Contains computer that learns control codes of other 
remotes. Remotes are put face-to-face and 
functions are fed in and memorized one at a time. 
Control lists at $150. 

—_—ih 


Sinclair Research of U.K. is looking for 
institutional investor to provide $12-$18 million in 
new capital in exchange for minority interest. 
Company also is seeking new pres.-CEO to replace 
founder and 85% owner Sir Clive Sinclair, who will 
assume role of chmn. Company reportedly has 
cash-flow problems that have been only partially 
resolved by credit extension agreement with its 2 
prime suppliers -- Thorn EMI, which assembles 
computers, and Timex, which puts together 
computers plus SR's 2" flat-tube b&w TYs. SR has 
been suffering from intense competition and price 
cutting in home computer market, disappointing sales 
of its electric car, production problems with TV. SR 
finally got TV to market in U.K, in 1983, 2 years 
behind schedule, but ran into difficulty with tube 
yields. Assembly was moved from Timex to eet 
EMI, now is back with Timex. SR says current 10, ; 
monthly output will be hiked to 40,000 by year's end. 
Unit, which sells in Britain for $125, is being Kei 

romoted in U.S. now by American Express a ’ 
and, SR says, also will be offered by Sears. 


; : f extra 2% discount 

Casio charges Timex after @ hes on 
wate 100-&-under watches 

g its $ i only sales 


ee nes from sm 
ompetitors 

Sr eenieally be sold facto 

Casio Pres. John McDonald 

Binns implies promotion may vio 


it discriminates against nonparticipating distributors. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


William Smith advanced at GE Consumer 
Electronics Business Operations from business 
development mgr. to gen. mgr., Consumer 
Electronics Products Dept... David Arganbright, 
ex-RCA videodise vp, joins Kartes Video as 
Consumer Div. sales and mktg. vp... John Barnes, 
ex-Kentucky Fried Chicken U.K. managing dir., joins 
Thorn EMI as Rentals Div. managing dir... Peter 
Sprague, National Semiconductor chmn. and onetime 
principal in Advent, is now pres. of Display Sciences, 
developer of one-piece portable VHS projection TV 
system (TVD Jan 5 p13), now being marketed as 
Lightbeam; Vincent Donohoe is chmn, 


_ Mare Feingold appointed Sony Ta 
national dealer sales mer., eespommtbia £5 


coordinating industrial videotape sales with Sony 


sales mgr.; Shuichi Homma named i type Schon region 


videotape product techni 
cal mer... Larry Jo 
ex-Canon, onetime JVC, joins Konica Ha tic jk 


Div. as east region sal 

es mgr... Dean 

mktg. programs mer. of Visage, ae feypaee 
active optical dise systems, 


Jerry Sharell ad 


Video; Louis Feola nOvEn Ee one, Mie. Home 


moves from Home Video mktg 


Film & Video, replacing Rod Hy : 
eet? Hirschfeld, ex-Comprehensiye “ vba resign, 
mail-order and direct sales dir... Meag. ° 
advanced ot hadah ales om 
video sales dir... Raechada Larschan i €S tip : 
dir. and Allen Darr management informati mek 
dir., Video Products Distributors... stg, 


: : mer via,“ f 
software programming guide. Videg 


Del Yocam, Apple exec. vp, advanced . 

Apple II Div. gen. mgr. to group exee, fo, 

roduct operations in restructuring, ; 
William Campbell named mktg. and sales y 
executive; Jean-Louis Gassee, former Apple 
gen. mgr., appointed Macintosh Div. mktg 4: E 
replacing Michael Murray, named to new corp,” 
post of business development dir.; Michae| Low 
ex-International Playtex, joins as Apple [j pi, — 
dir., succeeding David Larson, resigned to join 
software venture... Richard Bourns, former K - 
Electronic Media Mfg. Div. gen. mgr., nameq eee 
vp-COO of Kodak's recently acquired floppy dige 
manufacturing subsidiary Verbatim; Joerg Agin 
former Kodak Mass Memory Div. mktg. f 
gen. mgr. of Verbatim's U.S. and Canadian 
Divs...Donald Edelman resigns as RMS Electronics 
pres., plans and successor unannounced... 
Poland, ex-Federal Electronics, joins Mura as wes 
region sales mgr.; Jill Lucchetti named sales 
administration mgr. 


—— 


China tightened rules for purchases of fora 
equipment and technology. Revamped regulatias 
issued by State Council limit technology buys tow 


products "with improved quality and an export 


potential." Hardware deals must include transfer 


patents and technology. Banned from future 
agreements are contract provisions that would _ 


require China to purchase any unnecessary oe 


equipment or know-how, put restrictions on 
buys needed raw materials or equipment, sets 
Conditions or pricing on domestic and export 
Contracts now will have to be approved by 
appropriate govt. agencies, generally will 
to 10 years. 


at 
Sprague will cut 1,600-employe work force *” 


Adams, Mass. capacitor plant by about 
year. About 200 will be transferred tone” 
in Lexington, Mass., and distribution wareho 
recently opened in Mansfield, Mass. Re™ 
reductions will be accomplished through 4 
layoffs. 


tition 


Obituary 
oo fro 
Garlan Morse, 73, pres. of GTE Sylvan ut 


1969 until reti i di ~ 
until retirement in 1971, died of nrehew - 


May 26 at Mary Alley Hospital in M 
Wife, 4 children, airtel : 


em 
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sep ee te : 3 
dir nerine Breen promoted to home vide ting ‘ 
gram Video from National tron Z-— 
servic 
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‘ t Sy Ge Poied F 
ex-CES Publishing and RIAA, nameq co Traima ind alli 
Coming Attractions, monthly consy ktg dip 


HBO AND SHOWTI! 


- Both confident they 
> movies to pay cable 
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from 
worldwigg | gdeast - COPME Consumer Electronics 
TOup eG DOMINATES NCTA: Reports project § WARNING F 
nls “2 in revenue from ScramnE ins. “Tacustty Soaring apie as lower May sales and 
dir. PANG. gi gilli tion of basic and pay networks using massive dumps j rigger alarm over possible 
orp. State encryP eyes co-op to handle billing and PS in color and VCR. (P. 12) 
pprellt os ting of services to backyard dish owners. (P. 1) = 4 anaes fight to survive in market as labels 
join ney 9 HOLD EN BANC ARGUMENT on Turner lines by Hesthoe Pre makers promise full 
vr Kodak aot at CBS takeover. Commission wants Wyman _legitimate product. (P. 17) Co Sted tell 
edexee, Si tuner to Sear epost ee ee | tec MB, cae CD video software. (P. 18) VCRs 
PY dise -mal filing opposing Turner. Affiliates and VCPs prolif aor bees 
Agin, ipsaskes Mover hysteria.” (P. 4) proliferate as prices erode daily. (P. 20) 
_ appoint, por MITSUBISHI AND NEC back 
' ap AND SHOWTIME DIFFER on VCR strategies. with higher than os a hate 
‘tronics 160 confident they can convince studios to license Cellular phones dumped, ITA says. (P. 14) 
arry pe to pay cable closer to release in home video. 
ie west c shapes schedule to make taping easier. (P. 6) prtagh el DS eheon. eg aah gaet es peti for 
“FF ‘ a sales up 14%, Hitachi u 
-] aie REVENUES SEEN DOUBLING to $16.5 billion 15%. (P. 16) ; 
1990, thanks to deregulation, growth in 
7 sawribers, pay-per-view. Local ads to increase EIA TRIMS FORECAST for value of 1985 industry 
of foreign ‘Liold. (P. 7) factory sales to reflect falling prices. VCR unit sales 
gulations § estimate revised upward to 11.5 million. (P. 19) 
yuys to new ff JLEAP INTO PAY-PER-VIEW: Showtime, Playboy 
‘port ‘sd Choice Channel use NCTA convention to unveil CABLE AND CE DON'T CONNECT —- NCTA panel 
transfer of 1 s. Playboy will offer service first. (P. 8) despairs of finding an interface solution. Cable 
ure ‘(evention notebook. (P. 9) lagging by 5-7 years in technology. (P. 20) 
ould ; 
ra FS is starting to sweep 
y materials, ] UNMAKERS DESCRIBE CRT REFORMS at NCTA NEW ROUND OF LAYOFI ‘Si 
on where it J tveation, but say these must be resolved before through compat A cectek, IS, TE a ; 
up e a f ght concerns are tackled. (P. 10) pple, ae ; 
im 
4s . » ic and pa eable 
be limited SCRAMBLING DOMINATES NCTA CONVENTION: Seramblin ot baste. See camarel 
| 20S idea that has long occupied minds of cable executives, How tr” 1S evidence that 
ow A hearts and wallets as well, an embrace in no que Lear revenue over next 5 years: 
1 edaeaeeie | bain could contribute $427 million 1n additional in ustry vegas, while public policy 
thrid hd P iseg ling dominated last week's 3-day NCTA convent | oy deregulated industry. 
aie usual grist for such gatherings -- faded in signi® ned 
nINE nd |, Convent - industry deciding where its ese a anaien 
ition 2° | ang jag ~~08 Provided rare glimpse of entire t there. Overcoming reluctance O° 
i} til ate action to build a vehicle 10 &° board at conclusion of convention uld be 
Pres, din ts who voiced antitrust concerns, tiie pusiness cooperative that ia ie 
} "sponsible pene to explore idea of Assn. est d pay services to backyard dish owners: 
from or scrambling and marketing basic ane P 
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16—TV DIGEST outgoing Commerce ; el On oe 
farewell party in To ine of predatory pricing practices in 5, and hw ame wilt 
ici At Hitae telling them to book pore nas 
pricing Saeeeen oe hosts by cet unit sent dist ores in ccoietaene -_ Orders = : ener a 
j a +? * * ¢ 
serena is that Hitachi's marke Olmer by IC maker Inte le memory chi ~ ye OUR inte “of bi 
producing mem Memo supplied to ; A for programmab e 0 ry ; PS and quo ew spor 
virtually any price. | ding Japanese) is charging ain. Don't quit until you win!" Spokes te 8 pone ‘ 
what competition (in ” If ie requote, go 10% ag nt, acknowledged memo was genuine 12" cor £i ab 
10% below their price. ficial U.S. hq office of parent, olicy, and distributors have been but abe 
for Hitachi America, of mek doesn't represent company P ; tol all 
insisted it was unauthorized, aa ca 
0 ee ee ee aster 
alarm clock with screen that flips up to 45° view) uses 
LINES: The 4 brands fielding LCD angle a push of a button at $349; holdover Qn Color genera”® 
FULL LCP Casio, Citizen, Epson and ur ee made ae sae ding dabes to pestece cri witch, F 
were promising at wade ye. great come down, to Eee Epson and Seiko color sets tem recordes 
monochrome lines mf uality improves. okt for use as monitors. Jerry Astor, €X-Akai, noy unpric™. 
screen sizes go Up q Seiko Consumer a eae Div. vp, told us Screen Matsust 
‘ : D TV sets, was : imited to about 4” using thin-film 
, re odaciaat for Winter CES in Jan. d techies at company is working toward larger low rot 
Fslats 2" monochrome ew ~ ue Py is sizes with other LCD technologies. a 
and translucent screen re ecte dio is $130; evaluate 
ion with FM-AM radio i ? id 
opti Se cinctcolaaticnanath backlight is offered for HITACHI NET UP: Toshiba and Polaro 
oP viewing. Direct-view color model with built-in TosHIBA & ho ounce ara ae 7 
gt vee i Cacklight has 2.6" screen, A/V input jack "agent reported strong gains oom 
speaker and backlight aa imilar model with and earnings in fiscal year to March 31, and each Electron 
for use as monitor, is $300; s noted that shipments of color TVs to a ae similar | 
FM-AM is $350. Bie helped boost their export volume (see financial table), o— oe 
i introduced its color model, 2. | 
*Bookvision," about size of small paper neck 2a is Toshiba, which had 46% earnings gain on <n 
ighing 16 0. and inclad ng ae erphone, carrying 26.6% sales rises audits color TV asles to Cid —— 
battery-AC with built-in charger, earphone, carrying iumped 4fold i vee te $220 sniltion. Along with it 
ies, tratiatie in Oct. at $299. Monochrome mee rae ine in Ue that resulted in 42% jump in 3 
ne " AM radio, has been cut to ray we 3 ould bales of 
$100, Sait diaihar mbdeh with pope ; cordatentaat a Kal annie billion. Toshiba —— 
ot a . . : 5 
i jen with FM wanes penton year. __ said it expects 8% rise in earnings this year on l1.{% records 
wi : : r 
ra ea shaatiog mock-up of boombox with — revenue gain. — 
monochrome LCD TV planned for next year to list at . > to $6.6 - Cassett 
about $349 and hope of selling in $179 area. Hitachi ae ie bao in exports pat sors pay q ra 
billion set pace for i sales gain e: 
i rising 
Citizen's CES display showed mock-ups of b&w net for year. Export volume was aided by 


LCD sereens in such applications as built into 
intercom, advertised for OEM sales of TV screens in 
2.7", 3.5", 5", 7", 9" and 12" sizes, but company 
representative conceded larger sizes weren't ready 
yet. 


Epson displayed nonworking mock-up of 
developmental 4.25" set and its 3-model line (TVD 
May 27 p16) -- new 2" color model with built-in 
backlight at under $350, holdover version introduced 
last year at $399 and 2" monochrome model with 
speaker, size of audio cassette case, at $199, due in 
| late Aug. Epson Consumer Products National Sales 
Mgr. Stephen Van Rooy, ex-RCA, told us he expects 

b&w set to provide direct competition to Sony 
Watchman. He said Epson is "committed to the video 
business," aims at line with increasingly large 
pictures. 


Seiko, Epson's sister company, showed 
products using same thin-film transistor LCD 
technology. New 2" color set has built-in digital 


‘oherals 
demand for its VCRs, ICs and computer peripherals 
U.S. 


General Instrument operating net from, 
semiconductor products jumped 283% _ $18 as 
in year to Feb. 28 on revenue rise of in se 
million, according to annual report. ) 
segment came from sales of discrete devices, to 
primarily rectifiers, A ca continued : 
suffer from "collapse of vi 
optoelectronics unit had modestly improved 
performance. Loss from components oper fiscal 
jumped to $11 million from $2.6 milli Gisiit_ 
1984, as sales rose 11.2% to $126.1 million. pred 
components deficit stemmed from — 
sector that suffered losses from ro to Ss as 
contracts plus restructuring costs 
plant closings _ pepe oe of 
Mexico... BMC (formerly Buckbee-Mea) 0 
quarterly dividend as result of $978,000 Mien 
opening quarter. Company had paid 

eb, 
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CES HIGHLIGHTS: Computers, pesthece games 
and video software were housed at ee. eee 
McCormick West Ss Goes pe Pines 
Death Valley and The Leper seat FoR 

't that bad, and area actually 
eatin ocowds of interested buyers, eee ek carr 
of foot traffic that clogged main floor at MeCor 


Place. 


ers: Atari introduced lower memory 
apiece of its ST computer, promised for ners 
delivery at $399 list, plus $100 for disc drive, ies 
prototype of CD ROM, and promised hard dise 10M 
drive for less than $500. Commodore featured model 
128 originally unveiled at last Winter CES, indicated 
it would retail at less than $300, said Amiga should 
be ready for showing in July. Undaunted by previous 
failure of British computer makers to dent personal 
computer market here, U.K.'s Amstrad appeared at 
show with 128K console with built-in 3.5" dise drive, 
to be bundled with word processing software and 
monochrome monitor at $700, or with color monitor 


for $100 more. 


Satellites: Although several smaller suppliers 
and some specialty retailers already have filed for 
bankruptcy protection, and more dropouts are 
expected, there was no air of gloom in TVRO 
equipment exhibits, and dailies distributed at show 
quoted traditional consumer electronics retailers and 
distributors as expressing interest in entering field 
and taking it out of specialty class. Product glut 
looms, however, as new entrants continue to appear. 
Among better known consumer electronics names, 
Kenwood and Nikko Audio introduced receivers, while 
Daewoo, Hyundai and Samsung promised to be first 
Koreans to enter field. M/A-Com demonstrated its 
VideoCipher descrambler (TVD May 6 p5) but told 

booth visitors it still had no firm schedule for 
delivery. 


Multichannel TV sound: It was everywhere, 

and CES-operated cable system at show transmitted 
it, including stereo highlights of Olympics opening 
ceremonies from KABC-TV L.A. Show saw debut of 
2 unique universal MTS converters: (1) Recoton's 
adapter (TVD June 3 p16), which was demonstrated 
producing MTS and synthesized stereo from 4" b&w 
set; price was given at about $149. Recoton plans to 
add low-cost SAP-only (bilingual) adapter using same 
principle. (2) Teknika's stereo TV converter has 
keypad tuner, connects to antenna terminals of TV 
set tuned to Ch. 3 or 4, Output is fed to home hi-fi's 


stereo amplifier. Unit i 
$160 list. mt provides stereo and SAP, has 


, mephones: 
market is beginning 
terms af both price and b 
summed up by phone seminar keynote 
seas Communications Panticee Yo ee 
reeman Robinson, who said "shortsighted 
opportunists who contributed heavily to the 
turbulence in last year's mark i 
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stepups with such convenience feat 

oe By memory, hold and hands-free Speas, ato 
$80-$150. Most notable newcomer to fies at 
Pioneer, well established as private | Fn is 
which introduced own-brand product fop b 1PPlien . CES, . 


Cellular was dead issue to all but most sp. °* time at We 

dealers in big-city markets, and there Was sialize * an : 

of prices coming down any time soon, Uttle tal 2 98 

a 

CD: Digital audio is moving into eats te. iast 9 

way, and dozen firms promised to have orods big oe ot 
line by Winter CES. Pricing continues hijo, “tin t 


on name brands starting at about $500, bes —_ lit g 
said it hopes to break through with $309 unit Taeq 


tin 
stereo FM and stereo AM next spring, Fo; ith ) con om 
that 70,000-100,000 car CD Slaigeentonn panates am | oe ‘ 
SOld this e . 
year. VCR i 
P $15, © 
Video software: Although recorded Casset plank 
got heavy discussion at video seminar ang 9 an | ool 
workshops, major studios continued as none hie ¥ higher 
Except for Congress Video Group, showing reas Ors, video 
public domain line on main floor, software exhj,,, «wa 
all were lumped in adults-only section, althoyst, 
several offered general interest titles, There's «: S 
feeling majors will return to CES once mass still for ne 
merchants really become active in home video — millio 
show they regularly attend. EIA Senior Vp Jack 1.35 1 
Wayman made that pitch at beginning of software total 
portion of video conference, noting studios and Video 
independents "choose not to be here” even though antic! 
programming "drives the business." 63 mi 
boost: 
Other activity: Magnavox dropped audio eae 


rack system prices about 25%, is discontinuing 
current line, will reenter with revamped line next 
year... Harmon America plans to introduce 
as TVs sourced from Italy's Boffi at about 
$9,000 for 2-piece consumer model, $8-$9,000 for 
industrial... Kloss Video showed production version 
of high-resolution projection monitor with 700 lines 
at $6,000... Surround sound, formerly known as 
4-channel or quad stereo, is the thing to have in 
video systems, and is offered by Quasar, Sansui and 
Technics, among others, while Fosgate promoted a1 
adaptor... Focal point of Mitsubishi's exhibit was 
interior of automated electronic home of future... 
Fuji and Konica demonstrated magnetic disc 
electronic still photo systems but made no delivery 
promises. 

es 


Thomson-designed VHS VCR will go into 
production by Europe's J2T in Aug., according 
Schiering, Thomson-Brandt Consumer Video is 
mktg. and product planning mgr., who said desler 
"software driven." First models will be sold by 
Telefunken. VHS VCRs of European design a" 
being made by Grundig and Philips. J2T cur 
produces VCRs designed by JVC. 


Toshiba plans to start production of 
telephones and medical electronic equipment ™ , 
next year. Com said it has -_ 
Construction start for $31.7 million facility 
30-acre site in Tustin, Cal. 


to Rolf 


—— 
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25: no. 29 
a, IC LAYOFFS: Intense competition in 
E 4 _ rsonal computer market, which has 
50 ‘nto demand for ICs, has led to new 
ion offs in poth industries. 


do 
Op ne will drop about 100 workers at Carrollton, 
ong apple W™. 5 summer after it ends production of 
Of wa. ek pl XL (formerly Lisa) personal computer, and 
ng treich yscinto when it closes down parts manufacturing 
Re, Cheip vil idle rive development facility in San Jose, Cal. 
ine tly . apd dise pring to about 1,660 number of fulltime and 
rod V pat WP. hs company has cut in recent months. 
hapa oe perttin s o dismiss 1,600, or 5% of work force, 
z, parea ang P sales have been lower than anticipated. It 
i ionee, pecatise nds to take inventory writedown, said it 
: Yamar’ gjso inte® "show loss in fiscal 4th quarter. 
erguetly cutback is coming at disc drive maker Tandon. 
= Most any said it plans to close circuit board plant in 
tbo uteed a alley, Cal., reduce staff at 2 other facilities, 
rs, Sm of about 370 jobs. Also on peripheral front, 
2d poll said it will close video display monitor plant in 
a Market giaine, Minn., consolidate production at facility in 
mere. poalder, Colo. Ball said 143 production, engineering 
aoe Arte pd administrative employes will lose jobs. 
ins in major restructuring, Mostek said it was 
| ach, and gutting Carrollton, Tex., plant at cost of 1,600 jobs, 
ive and was laying off 400 at Colo. Springs hq. At same 
time Pres. Harold Ergott was reassigned to staff post 
id big with parent United Technologies. UT blamed losses 
VCR st Mostek for drop in corporate earnings expected 
T this year, declined comment on speculation it plans 
50 will be ft seek buyer for subsidiary. 
d $199 


eing National Semiconductor said that it will be 

155 than | discharging some 1,300 U.S. and European workers 
over next several months and that it has cancelled 

F plan to construct new wafer fabrication plant in Ore. 


ted fe _ Texas Instruments said it has scheduled 2-week 
| shutdowns at 4 semiconductor plants to reduce 
it hard | Moduction, in addition to 2-week closing previously 
5 set for July 
ile ne : 
po coah Semiconductor Industry Assn. said incoming 
i orders ele semiconductor firms continued to 
u , how expects billings for year to be 
ea off 20% to $9.2 billion. It sees worldwide sales of 
. be low mrey uctors dropping 4.2% to $24.8 billion this 
1986, = $25.9 billion in 1984, but recovering in 
jo testimates volume will rise 14.5% to $28.4 
quing tS | picttnt Sear, 19% to $33.8 billion in 1987. Assn. 
; ~ from $ong Volume at $19.6 billion this year, down 
ir and billion nae in 1984, with rise to about $22.8 
on discrete 4, -o0? 827.8 billion in 1987. Sales of 


ithas fF Evices are expected to dip to $5.2 billion 
video® | 188 $8 nn $5.3 billion, jump to $5.6 billion in 
al a | - aan 1987. While U.S. market is 
use i 3 “en leading is € steepest nosedive this year, it's also 
lek | unceback over next 2 years. 

x 


In 
a Te sane Soft product area -- phone equipment 
. iq 0 will lay off 140 production workers, 
ave Sales branches that are being closed. 


ea i dstebution it's realigning production, sales and 


at telephone operation. 
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Predi g 
sorasan % Opposition ag te 1 p18) drew 
odies ar Storical societ ores of local 


- unity. Be ; 3 
Pittsfield, Mass. hire Natural Resources Council of 
landscape Naan Called dishes "blight upon the _ ; 

e. Satellite industry groups s pon the 
8, although sever. a upported 


ssn. supported 
pressed to acknowledge 
r state or local curtailment of 
only satellite reception equipment 
ompelling grounds." 


Closed-captioned home video 
é software program 
sofa, aes fom ope ty to some 250 oe 
c urned out at rate of 15 
ae Seeding to National Captioning inotitnke 
Sie z Captions to masters of tapes for studios é 
a er program marketers. NCI said Walt Disney 
ome Video, Media Home Entertainment, Playhouse 
Video, RKO Home Video and Thorn EMI/HBO Home 
Video are latest to start having programs captioned 
bringing number of participating marketers to 18. ' 
Captions provide on-screen textual display of dialog 
ee apes NCI estimates 97,000 homes, (i 
nting audience of 4 i i 
decoders. : ‘DSA pill 


7 £1 os 


India eased electronic manufacturing regulation 
policies to speed up development in more advanced 
areas, speed domestic industry growth from current | 
$1.3 billion output level to $10 billion by 1990. In vt 
consumer area, it will provide special incentives to 
companies producing such items as VCRs, microwave 
ovens, digital watches and key parts, allow foreign 
investment of up to 40% in local companies 
manufacturing such products, as well as color TVs, 
computers and telecommunications equipment. India 
said it will welcome foreign-controlled companies set 
up for production of advanced electronic components 


and materials. 


U.S. deficit in IC trade with Japan last year 
jumped 158.5% to $916.9 million, Commerce reports. 
Dept. figures show that while U.S. IC exports to 
Japan rose 66.3% to $255.3 million in 1984, imports 
from Japan jumped 130.7% to $1.17 billion. 
Japanese, meanwhile, say statistics give distorted 
picture as they don't show sales of such U.S. 
producers as Motorola and Texas Instruments that 
have plants in Japan. They contend U.S. companies 
have about same 10% share of Japan's IC market as 


Japanese have here. 


Thorn EMI may convert portion of its VHD 
videodise pressing plant in Swindon for output of 
digital audio Compact Discs. Company said it has . 
completed study, will make decision soon, Go-ahes 
would not mean reduction in output of VHD dises, 
which it's turning out for use in video jukeboxes, 
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al Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 


‘ k. Dash 
ined during past wee 
aS ees Amounts expressed 


Financi 


ts 
These are latest repor ie 
indicates information not available at press tim 


in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. 


“985-6 wo. to APrIT 30] 12,329,000] 207.0) |e 
1984-6 mo. to April ; (112,000) 


1985-qtr. to April 30 


118,000 
1984-qtr. to April 30 


7,770,000 


1 
an yin os March 31 357,463,000 peed 
1984-year to March . Toes oon eee 
1985-qtr. to March 3 pte 253 


1984-qtr. to March 31 


Hitachi® 
1985-year to March 31 
1984-year to March 31 


S.A.L. Communications 
1985-year to Jan. 31 
1984-year to Jan. 31 


848,100,000 


20,230,000,000 
674,400,000 


17,620,000,000 


(1,312,179) 


14,765,580 
(1,094,336) 


22,441,309 


Toshiba® 
1985-year to March 31 
1984-year to March 3] 


"Adjusted. 


345,400,000 
236,700,000 


“Per ADR. 


13,410,000,000 
10,860,000 ,000 


Notes: 


"At yen's current rate. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
—icneigiepertase cee eT 


Richard Irvine named video products sales 
mgr., Sony Consumer Products; Duncan Frederick 
promoted to 8mm national sales mgr., Chuck Miller 
to Betamax national sales megr.; i 
Tom Harvey, now NW region vp, with hq in 

i » Cal., replacing Tony Utsunomiya, moved 
to same sgh west region (Compton, Cal.), 
reporting ichard Meyers, now vp-zone mgr.; 
Fred Wahistrom promoted to Sony corporate a 
communications dir... Robert Brown promoted at 
Kloss Video from asst. treas. to sales vp; Robert 

tz joins as product development mgr... John 
Collura age AOC International OEM sales mer., 
with responsibility for customers in S. 
Ln) = Latin America... Michael Ross, art 
ys, onsumer Electronics Phil iv., joi 
Mitsubishi as national ad and PR ae ee 


G rt 
gue Beachum, ex-IBM, joins Tandy's Radio 


a8 Computer mdsg, , post ; 
Mat Year, when Jon Shirley left t> become once 


wean-Louis Gassee 
acintosh Diy, dip appointed d 
. . : *? € l 
Fe eering Vp in restructuring: Ro Wome ie 
ormer field Operations ; distribute’ 


aa AB Abs 
wid Coleman, Macintosh mig. mee an 
Production responsibility for Apple iling 
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be advanced from semiconductor products finance 
dir. to corp. asst. chief financial officer, replacing 


BMI SEE 


Jones... Martin Gerber, ex-QT&T, joins Pilot Audi oan im 
as northeast region vp... Lee Lareau appointed dbx ‘Meeting. 
east sales mgr... Bob Kuczik named NE region sales . 

mer., Fuji Magnetic Products Div... John NAB FIN 
Gaidmore, ex-Commodore, named BASF brings in 
Audio/Video west region sales mgr.; Terry O'Kelly ear end 


appointed national sales mgr. for professional autid 
tape... Martin Brochstein resigns as HFD ce 

electronics editor to join Discount Store News a 
managing editor, : 


Richard Pinson named to new post of natioa 
accounts mgr., Vestron Video... Stewart Till - 
advanced from sales and mktg. dir. to managiné 
CBS/Fox Video International in U.K... Lauren 
Ronson resigns as Heron Entertainment group 
dir... Esther Greif named gen. mgr., pete 
Video Records, replacing Ann Schwarz, who 
joined MCA Home Video as ad and mds¢. aa 
Richard Sowa advanced to exec. vp, Playb® yt 
Group... Chris Bourne promoted to new post tkove® 
gen. sales mgr., United Video... Stephen een 
ex-Leisure Time Electronics and Video Re 
Partner in Spectrum Mktg., repping 
videocassettes to toy retailers. 

——s—— 


Japan's Matsushita plans to set U? rea < 
R&D Center, probably in U.K. Company | 
R&D labs in U.S, and Taiwan. 
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. - SWEETENED by ATC and 
a. AMEX OFFER RCA PuT 
keting D, voller WARNER can Express accepts deal, but Warner to help Be OLD on $50 million of VCR ord 
‘neuen ae ame, Washington Post eyes CapCities cable imports coul, d oUlsnes 25h warns unrestrained . 
ps, se market. (P. 10 
REay rem (iP. D ) 

stems- NBC 
‘ PLANS 
¥ 001 oaessuRES FCC ON TAKEOVERS: Hearing sound debut as pean for network stereo TV 
on #ILL --CBS demanded. Eagleton ready with programs this sum y 16 All-Star Game. Daily 
sng Ed nt on okeover bill. Cooke continues play for mer, prime time in fall. (P. 11) 
- Senior Eging, mee ae DIGITAL COL : 
\satsta iF timedia- ° OR TV be dd 
cares ‘ Mal in Japan, 4 makers in rae 2 a by aN = ae 


ce ABOLISH CRT moves in House. Duties 


Europe, ITT says. Digital chi 
for VCRs : ys. Digital chips 
_ goal be handed to Register of Copyrights. CRT ence LI) 


presses ahead with business. (P. 4) BF ee ae Srey declined in first quarter. 
| RL Gs ‘ erce ligures indicate both production 
SHOW-STOPPER is first completely and imports fell. U.S. 4 
WONTRE ho production. HDTV highlights eee a ett Market share up. (P, 12) 4 
ig ium. Confusion over ENG. (P. 5) RCA MOVES TO CLEAR OUT its legal attic, asks 
| = ; court to terminate 1958 patent pool consent decree, 7 
finance _ gui SEEKS COURT INJUNCTION, charging that plus others signed in 1932 and 1918. (P. 13) 1s 
2placing | TV Music License Committee 
ot Audio uted improperly in seeking special stockholders’ PORTAVIDEO MARKETING videoplayers, MGM/UA | 
ited dbx meeting. (P. 6) software, to hotel-motel market. (P. 13) fet 
ion sales 
a NAB FINDS OUTSIDE INCOME: Station Services EARNINGS GROWTH FORECAST reversed by North 
| brings in revenue of $608,030, $283,000 profit, for American Philips, which blames competitive 
O'Kelly ear ended March 31. (P. 6) consumer electronics, component markets. (P. 14) 
1al audio : 
: 4 th eventual 
NAB LEADERSHIP POSTS UP FOR GRABS: Hot WORLD S BIGGEST glass plant wi 
‘WS as j-way race for joint chmn.; other spots to be filled capacity for 18 million color bulbs a year approved by 
| ] ttboard meetings this week. (P. 7) Korean govt. for Samsung Corning. (P. 16) 
‘ ? - ss signed 
ational] ATC AND TCI SWEETEN OFFER FOR WARNER AMEX: eee a me Amex Cable 
; } ‘seement with TCI and Time Inc.'s ATC on June 11 for sale to them of a6, eae 
ying dir., it ae: tion of $500 million in debt, plus shar 
am mmunications (WA) for $850 million in cash, assumptio ventures. Warner Communications, 
ip mktg: brofits from sale of WA's equity in cable ain ween as mum about deal. Warner has 90 
Arts WA parent, held board meeting in N.Y. same day but w 
has days to respond, +4 esllven 
- stems serving 1.6 m 
st it | Structure of deal shows that buyers would keep WA's Oe edine 9/3 ownership of = 
oover, | Neterets but sell off WA's cable programming venrNnh® 1° come analysts have values 
oie te and 19% position in Showtime/Movie Ae “po cable operator with 3.5 mull 
; yf Suber ventures at $375 million. TCI 1s nation 
ff tS, ATC No. 2 with 2.5 million. 
pb: ~~ violation of Federal statute 
(phi < without written permission, |S & violation 
ean {7 Use in, 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, 
ady pas z . ‘ 01 is} i 1 
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5, sal 
ob TS: Continued surge in import 
v oe Vv Ponts more than offset decline in . 
; yar “assis oats of complete color TVs, keeping 
4 al ing shiPe ove 1984 levels for both March and 
‘ ee nko Commerce figures show (TVD May 27 
gu , 
an '< total TV imports from Taiwan passed 
act tha p quart r nat wasn't reached last year until 
: In “at sion, Ie Nat al shipments from Korea also were 
CNT pi. while 1984 pace, growth came exclusively in 
A fl gnead 0 mplete color, as color set imports 
is ae wd ee impacted by antidumping finding. 
tin 
“AL con ing are TV import totals by country for 
u Ure n Follow. t quarter of 1985. No eolor 
ysrch and is & kit breakdown is given for countries 
{-vS. * ot uantities of incomplete 
; gi-¥ negligible qual 
oS for either period. 
Total TV 
luce » Month Y%chg. 3 Months %chg. 
"eSent 
ling ml... 275,800 +21.9 739,700 +25.4 
to ee 231,800 +42.7 602,800 +33.0 
*E 43,900 -31.1 137,000 +0.3 
ICR aie 280,100 +34.8 1,056,900 +27.7 
"5 color 163,400 +51.8 513,700 +45.1 
out bl. 2 116,600 +16.4 543,200 +14.8 
ers, val... 485,500 +54.9 1,523,300 +34.4 
ry Wh... 335,200 +195.7 1,091,100 +89.9 
i ior... 56,700 +11.0 186,400 -12.0 
hit Mal 
| color... 39,200 +278.2 82,300 +101.8 
‘| Hang Kong 
vC's ff lor... 10,900 +94.9 26,800 +113.7 
J2T color 17,300 +102.9 33,700 +72.2 
les in Complete Color 
118,000 - 8.6 384,100 +22.5 
119,900 +30.4 413,300 +32.7 
33,300 -77.3 199,300 -60.0 
oe 18,000 + 9.8 62,000 -14.6 
: 32,700 +216.7 68,400 +67.8 
i 6,600 = +17.1 17,300 +37.7 
e 
on Color Chassis & Kits 
he 
ye 113,800 4240.8 218,700 +56.5 
4) 43,500 +177.7 100,400 +134.9 
gk 36, 900 +160.3 232,900 +338.5 
ae 8,800 411.6 = 124,400 -10.7 
nad 6,500 = * 13,900 * 
se dt tae s ; 9 ’ 500 cs 
“1,800 - 4.0 307,700 -21.6 


® Shgni ey, 
_ tote: Song cant shipments in 1984. 


— 


otals may not add due to rounding. 
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deogame 
5. Market Shakeoy 


S , t may be 
eee to pile up. Palace cm 
“ Iquidator Odd | “0, drugstore 


; release new : 
if output of game consoles was (es cartridges 


Semiconductor Industry Assn. 
at week's end to file factual init Semiies 
competition complaint with govt. seeking imposition 
of restrictions on Japan's semiconductor exports to 
U.S. unless Japan moves quickly to open its home 
market to imports. SIA contends that despite 
bilateral Japan-U.S. elimination of import duties on 
ICs, its members still face "anticompetitive 
discriminatory market structure," while U.S. 
companies with IC plants in Japan continue to have 
marketing problems there. SIA contends imports 
from Japan hold 20% of market here but U.S. 
suppliers have only 10% there. Japanese say shares 
are much closer to equal when exports to U.S. from 
Japanese plants of Motorola, Texas Instruments and 
other American-invested companies there are 
excluded. 


Financing snag has hampered effort by cable 


- operator Jones Intercable to sell subscribers VCRs as 


part of service package. Company, testing offer of 
GE $430-list wireless remote VCR, basic cable plus 2 
or 3 pay channels for $44.50 per month -- user owns 
VCR after 24 months -- said about half of those who 
applied had credit application rejected by GE Credit 
Corp. Another problem is that some customers who 
turn down JI's extra-cost installation offer have . 
hookup difficulties and call for help. As my JI has 
had to start charging $20 for service calls. a. 
otherwise is satisfied with results so far, according 
Mktg. Vp Scott Campbell, who said company 1s 
considering renting cassettes from company-0 


cable stores. 


rts of 
msung intends to halt all exports 0 
peer it pe eas ‘ehioe ek ons, ® 
led here at 1 ‘Twp., NJ , Pres. 
ser Ching uned ns saving ve 
on Kore . Jou 
leer CRS, he said Samsung has capacity to 


turn out 100,000 monthly, expects to export 800,000 
this year, 70% to U.S. 


ee 
ea 8 £42252 
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ctronics Companies 


past week. Dash 
essed 


Financial Reports of TV-Ele 


s obtained during 
lable at press time. Amounts expr 


These are latest reports 2 
indicates information not avai 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. 


1,202,000 


Audio/Video affiliates 
835,000 


1985-qtr. to April 30 
1984-qtr. to April 30 


27,679,000 
21,248,000 


,000 
cian 7g, to April 28 12,299,008 oe vend 
1984-26 wk. to April 29 STOO 7an 000 
1985-13 wk. to April 28 6 416,000 ae ee 


1984-13 wk. to April 29 


Cc ble TV 

er 4 so. to April 30) 16,920,000 2.623, 000 
1984-6 mo. to April 30 S000 et at 
iges-atr. to Aorh 6611000 | 1,045,000 


1984-qtr. to April 30 


Note: “Restated. 


HUGE KOREA GLASS PLANT: World's biggest 
glass plant will result from expansion of Korea's 
Samsung Corning that eventually could increase 
capacity 3-fold to 18 million color tube bulbs 
annually. According to approval granted by Korean 
govt. last week, project will cost more than $100 


million. 


Joint venture of Corning Glass and Samsung is 
turning out 6 million color bulbs annually. Expansion 
will add one 4-position panel melting furnace with 3 
panel-forming lines, with provision to add 4th line 
later, enlarge existing funnel melting furnace and add 
9rd funnel-forming line. Plant currently has 2 panel 
lines and one funnel line, with 2nd funnel line 
scheduled to start in Sept. 


Construction will start immediately, according 
to Samsung Corning, with launch of new operations 
scheduled for Jan. 1987 with capacity of 15 million 
panels. Company said 6th panel-forming line will be 
added as demand grows to bring capacity to 18 
million. 

—ge—_—_—_ 


_Under-$200 VHS VCR hit market somewhat 
earlier than expected, with Japanese-made Supra 
wired remote at $199.99 showing up as limited 
quantity (60 per store) Father's Day promotion 
offering by N -Y. Metro chain Crazy Eddie. Among 
eee ee: in area: Lafayette, unit of 

rretailer Circuit City, is offering Sharp home 

recon $238, billing it as lowest price chad for name 
ie Rade nobis peametas Kodak's 8mm 

lon Camcorder with playb 
$695 after $100 manufacturer hese eo a 


"If we weren't in Mexico, we couldn! 
ver 3 t have 
made $64 million last year. We would have lost $250 
oiiiien and gone out of business." -- Zenith Pres 
erry Pearlman, quoted in June 24 Fortune. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
lc EE eo 


pavid Duke, Corning senior yp, p ; Ze 


piv. dir. effective Sept, 1. replacing Seige) 
utchins, moving to new post as Elec or Vp 
: elecommunications Group business aeons é ‘Ohy ZA 
technology dir.; Jan Suwinski appointed 1oPMen TT xe 
Duke as Telecommunications Products tn Ne ogall 
mgr.; John Loose, former strategic Sea Dmg 
development dir., advanced to Corni late 
Asia Pacifie vp and Asia Pacific gen, m iN Ame, | 


uwinski's former duties... Richard *» B8sumi te 
snomdted at Sony Mfg. of America Gaaman ~ | yNE 24 
human resources and communications dir “eo” from J 
administration vp; Robert Loftus, Conmug: 
Products distributors mkts. dir., named as Py dc 
Midgley appointed business support systems Willian prod 
Information Systems Div. dir, 
‘S. siti 
_Michael Price takes leave of absen internat! 
Total Entertainment Systems to BeSiaie tars chafe - 
operations dir., Portavideo... Thomas Basking s BID 
advanced at Brooks Satellite to vp-gen. mgr Be: 
retaining duties as Commercial Systems Div. nat; ailing 
mgr.; he assumes some former responsibilities of J 
Pres. David Bondon, who will concentrate on SNIDER 
marketing, business development and long-range election 
planning... Michael Omansky, RCA Records - Gutte 
dir., named staff vp... Robert Clement, ex-NEC” 
America Laser Div., joins computer marketer : MTV TA 
Spectravideo as technical support mgr... Robert De attack 
Francesco, ex-Signetics consumer IC mktg. mer. station 
named to same post with Siemens Components, ’ 
replacing Lothar Weisse, who returns to parent in TURNE 
Germany. hearing 
COPY! 
Art Westburg, ex-Brentwood and Sanyo, joins Copyri 
buying group Progressive Retailers Organization as Kasten 
exec. dir., sueceeding Jack Goldner, now Sansui House 
exec vp... Stanley Gortikov, RIAA pres., adds 
duties as chmn. of American Copyright Council, FREE 
public education organization newly formed with sui politic 
related trade groups as ASCAP, BMI and MPAA plus Cospor 
Time and Warner; Thomas Cramer, ex-National 
Assn. of Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors, FCC | 
named communications and membership develop™ Cooke 
mer. of trade group Society for Private & 
Commercial Earth Stations. U.S. 
Bess 
David Rubenstein, ex-Sony Tape Sales, high. 
appointed exec. vp, VCA/Technicolor... ' Cons 
Doonan named Worldvision Home Video sales &~ govt 


Sue Cunningham, ex-MCA Distributing, joins “ 
Entertainment as midwest regional sales ™g*» 
post... Earl Blair, ex-Nostalgia Merchant, ae 
Earl Blair Enterprises, independent progr” 
based in Toney, Ala... Charles Thieriot ae 
chmn., Edward Allen board member, of Thieritt 
Video, new Chronicle Publishing leery err 
and Allen are secy.-treas. and pres: of Richard 
Publishing's Western Comm Simet 
Baumbusch, ex-CBS Software, named pres nes g 
& Schuster Electronic Group~ poe? 
Peacher appointed west sales 
Video Products Div. 
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John 
rt 
an 
| 
a ce for Broadcasting, Cable, Consu 
Z = mer Ele 
Nep; Ctronics 
. IGq 
-Ons 
94, 4985 Q umer 
rom yneE SUMMARY- INDEX Electronics 
OF W 
‘ EEK’ 
‘am yooseast Cone C K’S NEWs VOL. 25, NO 
. “a onsu aioe 
“giLENCIN epposine TO HDTV ~Onsumer Electronics 
ve tit al basis through State Dept. Snare on NEWYV lectronics 
onafe at restrictions. ers ast tk ae gi ae ne 
Cc ‘ VCE ; m : 
gid IS FINANCIALLY VIABLE, Turner tel hassis surge eee no anes ees recontn 
6CC- SEC says takeover can gO forward: reed VCR IN color. (P. 10) -6 million. 
ona ring prospectus to CBS holders. (P. 3) WOR VENTORIES EYED ct 
Zeni - Panasoni c osely i 
gniDER; KIZER, DILLE, BROWN WINNERS i enith says Bo tia tubers. fright of 
. glections- a beaten 28-19 for top spot in NAB VCR SAL ine with sales. (P. a but 
g. cattenbers public affairs study to get priority (eaek America foe came fast 
; : sh year, El ; est in mid 
TACKLES MUST-CARRY in FCC petiti ows. (P. 12) A regional sales 18 as 
De attacking mandatory carriage rights f a SINC 
or : or Newark T LAIR RES 
> station using music video format. (P. 7) Vv RCA to sell = aay being acquired b 
; me | Hertz. Cok y publisher. 
n TURNER SOUR ON EAGLETON BILL man dati rger activity. (P. ia eyes Embassy. Other er | 
hearings on network takeovers. (P. 7) ating SONY NET ROSE i n i’ 
sopvRIGHT ROYALTY COURT to repl Deiter. 0-1 Bee Caesit City . 
: r . O-I divi vs reui 1 va 
a ce Saree proposed by ace troubled : er. O-I dividend hiked. . 5) er: 
astenmeier. egislation gets mixed revi IA GETS BA 
House hearing. (P. 8) reviews at eomplaint on Siena IC aa for unfair competition 
rici P s. EIA-J re} : 
ch eREE RESPONSE TIME PROPOSED t pricing allegations. (P. 15) Bees, anes 
su iti s Leas o negati 
voltieal ads in bill introd gauive NEW MO 
il oduced by Danf DELS UNVE 
sia cosponsors. (P. 8) pba Mitsubishi, Samsung Gold St CES by RCA, Fisher, 
FCC APPROV others. (P. 16) ar, Tatung, Teknika and 
ES MULTIMEDIA 
n t 
ent Cooke effort for joint action. ie plan, rebuffs sae SHUTDOWNS of TV set and picture t bs 
? cS 
plants generally follow patterns of last year. ®. 17) 
US. SILENCING OPPOSITIO 
- pressure to , N TO HDTV STANDARD: State _D i i 
hi : seal lips of those h ; ; . ate Dept. 1s a Lyin. unprecedented 
1 igh-definition TV peodeati who disagree with official U.S. recommendation for worldwide 
- Consultative C ion standard that will be considered this fall by 1 
» govt ommittee (CCIR) accordin t ‘ : Ai nternational Radio 
m . pressure appears ; g to engineers on both sides of issue. Indications of 
oF . to be confirmed in correspondence with RCA. 
op officials 
. of f ope : “ 
ier cela engineers Re proadcast-connected entities have been gilent on issue, but lower 
| at our position i ie begun to chafe at some of vestrictions. "We were contacted and told 
‘ agency talks to a s," said one broadcast engineering official, adding: "when @ government 
fi If as "far to dele with a license, it's @ veiled threat." Same engineer, who descri 
his senator but e right of President ke % said he had contemplated writing complaint 
was advised by his boss not to do so pecause "it will get pack to us." 
Copyri 
0 Wyre 19 
y 85 b ae 
: 8C 104 y Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without written permission, is a violation ot Federal statute 
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4984 Mkt. 1983 Mkt. OS FORE me a vor? 
Share Units Units Ch E 
Region Snake ange Lp 50 et et 
a 33.2 5,008): S48 ge D 09° E com 
32.9 : 4.) price jidal 

South ies eves * * 16 6 2,005 2,212 * | nso 

At Tait Game On8 829 773 7.2 omeil 30, 
i Central... 5.4 ee 1,627 1 ABs lsat AF% 00 | 
ries Central..- ee . 3° 652 3°95) ‘“ “¥ 00, BS 

chi oe 23:33 : i ’ 3 -o 
ME sane pee he” 17.8 +982 epoca te $1.38 bil 
“a ro 6e8 6.6 + 11.7 vc 
Maarten 19.1 SE RS AS ean cast nal 
Mpacificn ie ania 145 2,286 1.932 S| eae 
punt ain aeenaeG 4.6 70 pad inn opt a pout 5 
MOrTCR sales 1984--7,615,791; 1983--4,091,321 (up 86.12). lion i 
*Color sales (excludes institutional): 1984--15,345 068: offset | 

(up 15.2%). indus 
1983--12,324,759 Cup Io. 

TV 5s 
a | 1a ee 
, le Ff : Capital. Beneficial said sale will result in gig... increase 
AIR FINDS BUYER: U.K.'s financially) . 5 : 10 om | 7 mil 
aoa Sinclair Research has found white knight it's charge against 3rd-quarter earnings. Milly pate ” 


ing for (TVD June 3 p15) in Robert Maxwell, 
ae esl to inject about $15.4 million in new 
capital in return for 75% interest. SR will become 
unit of Hollis Bros., office equipment subsidiary of 
Maxwell-owned Pergamon Press. 


iT In planned refinancing, founder Sir Clive Sinclair 
HoT will retain 15% ownership, down from present 85%, 
give up posts as pres. and a dir., but continue 
responsibility for R&D as outside consultant. 

Maxwell will become chmn., will appoint new pres. 
Maxwell is ordering independent audit of SR to 
resolve dispute between SR and its own auditors over 
valuation of company's high computer inventory. 


Separately, SR claimed it achieved "fundamental 
breakthrough" in effort to produce wafer scale ICs 
and completed test run successfully. In standard 
manufacture, ICs on 4" and 5" silicon wafers are 
separated and packaged individually for mounting on 
circuit boards. Effort in wafer scale integration is to 
have all ICs on wafer already interconnected, 
elim inating packaging and mounting steps. Difficulty 
is in having enough properly functioning ICs on wafer 
to make effort practical, and to build in switching 

capability so nonworking ICs are bypassed 
automatically. SR said it would need additional 


outside finaneing to gear up for commercial 
production. 


RCA said it agreed 
Hertz to United 


attempt... Midland International, 


assets of Western Auto, wi 
$300 million 2 Wit he's 


old by Beneficial for 
under agreement reached with Wesray 


In entertainment area, video software m 9.9 mil 


Embassy Home Entertainment is expected ¢, 
new home if Coca-Cola completes planned 
of Embassy Communications. Coke, thro 


: 1 
subsidiary Columbia Pictures, already has home vig, on wel 
operation in form of joint venture with RCA. CD plays 
Columbia Pres. Francis Vincent said EHE and > 65,000 ir 
Embassy's film operation would be candidates fn products 
sale if acquisition goes through... Jack Eckerd rose 10.: 
Corp. has asked U.S. Dist. Court, Wilmington, to 
block further Dart purchases of Eckerd stock. Dr 
recently acquired 5% interest, said it was consider Im 
takeover bid. Eckerd is parent of American Home os “a 
Video, which operates Video Concepts retail chain. sateouits 
MGM/UA Entertainment completed previously tas 
announced reacquisition of outstanding shares in 
home video subsidiary MGM/UA Home Cir 
Entertainment... Polygram merger partner no ectioeani 
longer is being sought, although sale of recorded ; Fesponsi 
music operation hasn't been ruled out by parett™ pica) qn 
Philips. To improve distribution in U.S., Polygt® of store 
last year was to merge with Warner Records rst Compan 
worldwide basis, but plan was dropped when U ‘alls being be 
threatened antitrust suit. More recent merge Payout « 
with MCA have been discontinued. While 
negotiations to sell Polygram to investor am _ Ow 
headed by former 20th Century-Fox head novell a 42 
Hirschfield are still going on, Polygram has, °9s will 
cut costs in U.S. by consolidating all wareh 
Indianapolis, closing 4 of its 13 sales b Co, 

Mitsubishi is acquiring 120-acre site ™ ag SPart « 
Atlanta for multipurpose plant, where it wi ae Rion 
projection TVs, data display monitors, a Soo" 
and office automation equipment. Due + f _ 
production start late next year, she | Ne 
finalization of incentive package a taubish'S ah ana, 
development authority, it will be Mi row Wi 
North American manufacturing Cay in CO a ‘Sider 
produces direct-view and oF 


semiconductors in Durham, N.C., color — 
in Canada, = Se 


i | nO- 25 
A $329 Sag yor Bs = enlot TV additions include 13" sean 
$3 Rs > ox? 19" scan model, 19" keypad remote 
te? 200, 9g iver with on-screen channel display, 
ny? 50K, "ie wor itor ee with comb filter, antenna Switching; 
: pore vers remote has full on-screen display, 
geld 26 ¢, dual antenna. Teknika also displayed 
tof ip MIs camcorder, apparently made by 
pied ""* + new keypad wireless remote 
Ted in fl sushi a, an any set controlling tuning and sound 
ing 6 yi3 pment for dual antenna switch, provision fo; 
(307) ahannels, ou , n for 
me eo # rs 140 an and MTS adaptor. 
S hay, wb mple dec? 
Men, © 9% o . d its first color TV -- 26" 
t © ntroduce ; aN 
[See penon chac receiver with built-in MTS and comb 
All rea, note MOM WO Its first VCR is 4-head VHS Hi-Fi 
t $2,209 iter at * at timer at $1,000, designed to accept 
front ith 4 japtor at $115. 
yrs ap 
ed "flagship" 25-in. remote 
Ote, ere at $1,950 with built-in MTS, comb 
$5590, Vag | 20 aimed 4.8 MHz video bandwidth, as well as 
id VCR-ry filter, © ion at $850. Wireless remote stereo 
land); W 19 vers! G d itchin ‘ 
ero tuner including MTS and switching system is 
video At CES, company was testing reaction to new 
ry a nitor receiver Using RCA's 27" SP picture tube. 
a canon, in addition to 8mm camcorder (TVD 
“Pup jue 10 p17), displayed its first home VHS deck -- 
In 13” yas Hi-Fi unit with provision for MTS adaptor at 
ronic $900, due in Sept. (adaptor unpriced). Canon also 
tes, all sowed surround sound processor for VHS deck and 
pacity. top-end camera with 2/3" high-band Saticon with 8:1 
in 19" "om, character generator, at $1,400, with optional 
aN 15" color viewfinder available. 
arts with | — Qlympus showed full-sized VHS camcorder 
>-Crent made by Matsushita, 2.1-lb. hand-held autofocus 
remote, | mera with 1/3" Newcosvicon pickup and full-sized 
cable =| jj camera with 2/3" pickup, 8:1 zoom, 400 
ded | lies resolution, character generator. 
| i 
TT 
tuned | ~—_ Commodore got back some confidential 
| Mulerial taken by 4 engineers when they left to 
0, in » Eee vein company founder Jack Tramiel following his 
cniate - “susition of Atari. Information was ordered 
th awk by U.S. Dist. Court, Philadelphia, which 
monitor - ne filed by Commodore last year (TVD July 
il as abies Court said Commodore didn't _ 
rable = tw gant evidence to support claim that details | 
sole at | wiait » business computer also were taken. Atari 
ning * itela eve Pack miscellaneous documents and discs 
l 7 Cleanes ees taken inadvertently when engineers 
rable - Weseph Benoa, 2eSks.. Commodore Gen. Counsel 
ei ning ele Said while company was "gratified" 
ra for mie” Pia looking at future Atari products 
zg } Yo , ropriati i 
‘il ont : mmodore ie tion of proprietary 
We) 
to9 With " stereo broadcasters: Wometco's WWHT 


fSsataite yea 08 N-Y.C.'s Empire State Bldg. and 
| 4 Stations NL Smithtown, L.I., both formerly 

| daily, “8 broadcasting music videos 11-1/2 

p Stereo, becoming 67th and 68th stations 
mitting MTS. 
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lant Closing schedule for 


S tradition this 
plant will be 
d revamping, 
ek May 26 in 

f this week; 


; VY prod 
omestic plant closin, sy Schedule. ‘Following are 
Company 
Start D F 
GE TM een J ie 
Picture big wee. une 29 2 weeks 
Gold Star Ty... ale — 
Matsushita lg June 29 1 week 
WAR BLV Gmet en Cain’ ” oe eee 
Shou ne 2 weeks 
RCA Selig le 2 3 weeks 
eee ne 2 weeks 
shindig Vee aa oo tay 
SADVONT VA on stinsine >... ine a in 
SAnpO Tn. Teer tea 
STARE jth pe June 29 1 a9 
SON IVER Pte... July 27 2 or 
Toshiba TV...... June 15 as 
rae hy e 2 weeks 
Mrs wipinter ates « June 29 2 weeks 
picture tube.... June 29 3 weeks 


*-Panasonic, Quasar 
—2—— 


__ Sony will expand both size and scope of 8mm 
Video production next year, boosting output sharply 
in Japan and opening its first overseas manufacturing 
operation. In Japan, Sony is expected to increase 
monthly production of 8mm Video decks and 
camcorders to 150,000 by next spring, which would 
represent 65% of output if company continues to 
manufacture at current 230,000 monthly rate for all 
types. Sony now is turning out 50,000 8mm 
camcorders monthly, has announced plan to double 
that by end of this year. In addition to its own brand 
8mm camcorders, Sony has been making them for 
Fuji, Kyocera (Yashica), Pioneer and Sanyo, and will 
be supplying Pioneer with home decks this fall. By 
end of year Sony plans to open its 3rd French plant, 
in Alsace, for production of 8mm Video deck 
components and CD players. Operation will start 
with monthly output of 10,000 CD players, plus 
circuit boards for 5,000 8mm Video decks. Boards 
will go to Sony VCR assembly plants cere and 
Spain where, it's presumed, company will modity 
Japanese-made 8mm Video units to meet European 
standards. Sony said it eventually plans full-scale 


production of 8mm VCRs in Europe. 


; ie 
tes: Atari account has been resignec 
Oe eer months by Goodby, — & sine 
dly because Atari didn't place vo 
eens Mindscape assigns ne software 
account to BBDO Chicago... Display Sc owner a 
appoints HWH Enterprises for PR for its combina 


VCR-projection TV system. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Hiroshi Sano advanced from JVC America 
pres. to pres. of parent organization, U.S. JVC, 
succeeding Norizo Sakoda, who returns to JVC 
Japan; John Egawa, corporate planning vp, adds 
post as pres. of new JVC Information Products, 
formed to market computer peripherals, including 
Phillipa and disc ee to U.S. OEM... Charles 
resigns as Akai America exec. vp, effectiv 
Aug. 31; Frank Okuda, ex-Akai Australie named - 
as replacement... Robert Craig resigns July 1 as 
Craig Corp. chmn.; he sold his 36% interest to 
investment group last Feb., has continued with 
company since then on temporary basis. 


Hideo Tanigawa appointed Sh i 
arp Audio 
roe pe asst. gen. mgr... Lawrence Hartman 
national te Oi te Matin sae Ay 
S vp... G aslin, ex-Electroni 

aaa anpoluted Display Sciences mfg. vp... Nick 
Bx Y, Ape M (U.K.), joins Commodore as gen 

Pr af . Subsidiary... Jon Shroyer, RCA, 
ft be of RCA/Sharp Microelectronics, joint 
wane > manufacturing venture being set up in 
oe ve -; Hiromitsu Takeuchi, Sharp, named 
Min rication vp-gen. mgr.; Arthur Lancaste 

» appointed design center vp-gen. mgr ‘ 


James Jimirro resi 
3 gns as pres. of both 
isney Home Video and Disney Channel, is As oe 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics ¢, 


These are latest reports as obtained durin 
indicates information not available at press Pie 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. 


Company & Period 


Cable TV Industries 
1985-qtr. to April 30 


Pat weg 
Anewnt "ew, 


1984-qtr. to April 30 7,009 
133) ’ 

Circuit City Stores +009 
1985-qtr. to May 31 ur 1, 4985 
1984-qtr. to May 31 3.295, 099 

»412 : 

National Semiconductor 1009 |" ost 
1985-year to May 31 groade 
ated te - 

-qtr. to May 000" ' 
1984-qtr. to May 31 (2700 168 Oo or 
oe 009 antl radic 
ont 
ee > D 
12-2 || | Se 
»400 - 
73°800' 90) d cc's MMDS 
ae 71,700,009 || igvolving fem 
yest om Seer Sere, IAt Sen's Current should pom 

— Fate, eeds em: 

if e 

SS eee ‘ 
Mi... (a, CAPCITIES, | 
\F r. ABC 

t 


to continue with company as AT 
Gallagher advanced Rearrange S Willian 
MGM/UA Home Video... Ed Walsh, ex-Prisn 
Entertainment and CBS/Fox Video, joins Ma, 
Entertainment as exec. vp, responsible fonnine 
sales, acquisitions and development... William 
Hickey, ex-VCA/Technicolor exec. vp, joins 
Chronicle Publishing as pres. of software marketing 
subsidiary Chronicle Video... Cindy Paul, ex-Basp 
Systems, appointed mktg. dir., Republic Pictures 
Home Video... Stephen Russell advanced to 
vp-gen. mgr., VCA/Technicolor's Naperville, Ill. 
plant... Sandra Forney promoted to creative 
services exec. dir., Paramount Home Video... Jose 
Preski joins Embassy Home Entertainment as data 
processing dir. 

—_s— 


RCA and Sharp picked Camas, Wash., as site 
for $200 million IC design and wafer fabrication 


venture formed earlier this year (TVD April 15 plé) 


While plant isn't slated to go on stream until late 


1987, design center is scheduled to begin operatio® 


in temporary hq in Aug., and IC production for 
partners will be handled on interim basis by 
Japan. Fully automated plant will turnout 
high-density CMOS ICs on 6" wafers. IC 

and marketing will be done separately by 


at $10 


___ Electronic chemical market was valued 
billion worldwide last year, will grow at 15% — 
rate through end of this decade, according ° 

by Arthur D. Little. 


Timex is laying off 400 at main Burepe®? 
electronics im Scotland, because 
lack of orders for Sinclair personal computers 
assembled there. 
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| igt attention centers on 


| ace at FCC and SEC. Commission put € 
and sudden reve 
} Rergep does not conside 
Vee eed have no effect on news diversity or 
i ld be no FCC objection to a merger of 


- 


yIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE' under N.Y. 
or le gislation passed overwhelmingly. CBS 

pice dictions between Turner's FCC and SEC 

st p. D 

¢ MMDS LOTTERY HALTED by Court decision 

cc's female applicant who contends women 

ive diversity preferences. Commission 


pCiTIES, ABC HOLDERS APPROVE $3.5 billion 

A ABC votes to buy back its own shares; 

decides to issue 4 million shares of new 
(P. 


stock. 


peer 
| peHEARING OF PREFERRED DENIED by Sth 

peuit Appeals Court, which edits its landmark cable 
” franc! jsing opinion. (P. 5) 


se) APPEALS ANTITRUST VERDICT to 8th Circuit, 
squabble with lower court 


(P. 6) 


CHRIS-CRAFT UPS ANTE in struggle with Warner 
y buying additional stock, seeking more seats on 


Wamer board. (P. 7) 


FT. WAYNE CABLE SYSTEM changes hands again. 
Sx months after forcing out majority owner Cox, 
al group agrees to sell to Comcast. (P. 7) 


f 


Meanwhile, CBS told FCC that 


made "complete 
assertion that TBS 


UlPPo 
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ba 


ty 
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v 


High @ 
Si tate a Digest, Inc, Reprod 


GEST 


or Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Electroni 
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"cybstantial and materi 


j S takeov P 
Ae to hold evidentiary hearing on TBS takeover eee ex 
ntire matter 


rsal" 


+ ; 
ith Consumer Electronics 
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C 
Onsumer Electronics 


GE WILL Lay 
OFF 29 
ne 5 at 
r extra week to balanee a a = ath 
SUPER-VHS ON HO 


completel s 
VCR. JV y compati 


ae hes ata fields 
) -quality' versi 
C promises tiny eaniconier. (P. 9) . 


JAPAN' 
N'S VCR EXPORTS continue at high level; May 


shipments nearly tri 
y triple U.S. 
exports down in Pera, ¥ e ae to dealers. Color 


Poone SEES MAJOR GROWTH in color tubes, far 
f uses. Glass pioneer promises to play 
major role in future of TV. (P. 10) 


VHD VIDEODISC SYSTEM on wa | 
: ! to U.S. fo ; 
industrial and educational uses, 3V C says. 3D dise 
shown, 300,000 player sales seen. (P. 12) 


oa.2 sas 


GE LINE HAS 60 COLOR SETS, as company returns 
to suggested list prices, drops 3-line approach. 4 
Marantz video line. (P. 13) 


VIDEO LEADS JVC to 17% sales increase in fiscal 
1985. Matsushita also credits VCRs for rise in parent 
company sales. (P. 14) 


COLOR TUBE IMPORTS UP 300% in first quarter to 
391,000, with tube-inclusive kits added, account for 
99% of U.S. OEM demand. (P. 15) 


SIBLE': TBS bid to acquire CBS ran aground in 
unsolicited, 


‘TS TAKEOVER OF CBS 'VIRTUALLY IMPOS 
Albany, N.Y. last week with adoption by state 


N0-¢¢ 


of bills that severely limit 


legislature 
eat. TBS said measures are "blatantly 
Mario Cuomo signs bill into law. 

" requiring 


al questions of fact exis 


‘ted "glaring cont 
ie Bh ee. CBS also charged 
"ouch as its new 
r itself a competitor of pence a 
economic competition... : 


C, CBS and me 


is a violation ot Federal statute 


without written permission. 


uction in any form, 


NO- 26 


IMPORT SURGE: After years : 
ene to domestic manufacturers, as 
imports have blossomed this year into 
titive threat, according to Commerce 
which show shipments jumped 4-fo1g 7 


pic! compe 
quent 


f direct-view color tubes jumped % 
8 Imp eh to 391,100; addition of 244 500 aes 
in Jane part of color sets puts quarterly total at 
PPro, US: factories turned out 2.89 million color 
535,500. gd (TVD June 17 p12), so imported tubes 
gets 0 2 od 21.9% of domestic OEM demand, up from 
repr 4% in same 1984 quarter. 


yearly half of tube import rise came in jum 

rewer than 12,000 to nearly 154,000 in 18" and 
or from ee caneeee ae total 

re in all o - More than 80% of Korean 

is irom tre were 13", reflecting U.S. industry's 
sup ence on imports as domestic tube makers GE, 
Palips and RCA are halting output in that size. Also 
‘buting heavily to increase was Canada, with 
co 18" and over-20" tubes, against essentially 
none in same 1984 quarter. Shipments presumably 
ye from Mitsubishi plant there. 


Along with rise in shipments came sharp declines 
in average import pricing: in 13" tubes, to $36.19 

from $43.40 in Jan.-March 1984; 16-17", to $59.13 

- from $96.15; 18-19", to $57.26 from $84.34. Steep 

W}/) pricing falloff presumably marked gain in number of 

‘| standard grade and reduced percentage of monitor 

| quality tubes, in import mix. Down more modestly 
were prices on 20"-&-over, to $70.26 from $73.25, 


_ Videotex has given up on American homes, at 
| east temporarily -- and presumably is giving up the 
| %-talled "standard" NAPLPS system as well -- 
judging from Videotex '85 in N.Y. last week, 4th 
} ‘nual industry trade show. While previous events 
_ Were dominated by home videotex and teletext 
4 — this year's show was geared almost entirely 
| 9 tae ayers networking (electronic banking, 
e me: ete., mostly using ASCII computer 
ane tations rather than NAPLPS graphics) and to 
ine ~of-purchase and public information kiosks. 
a '§ Major exhibitors were AT&T, Digital, IBM, 
Pe s i fee no NBC, no CBS, no Zenith. Many 
Various aa: including Sony and Panasonic, showed 
te Videotex-videodise combinations, latter 
ting prototype using its own read-write 
a i and Panasonic teletext decoders 


qi Ata ante Accessories Show, scheduled for 
P ts exhiit ity Oct. 10-11, has sold more than 40% of 
f Pres, of Space, according to Alfred Rosenthal, 
@. Committe oer NTA Shows. Exhibitors already 
|) Ataray “4 iN¢lude Allsop, Alpha Entertainment, 
' Audio Technica, BASF, Electricord 


Py : atiy, 

| Nara yi? Gemini, Joyce Molding, Maxell, NAP, 
i Sond Na N ortronics, Piskeoing, Recoton, 
, » Swire Magnetics, TDK, TEAC. 


and 14-15" TV DIGEST_15 


19"_ &-under ter from $55.93, while 
Tose to $71.13 from $60.43 


TVs Sharply w. 
ipped slight 12 500, a cau Projection 
bea sliy © $46.05 CINE average 


$15.58 me ls 12-16" declini ae cing 
58, declining to $19. 
$16.81" Ue all other S1Zes rose to ees i 
H ) 
cre's summary of picture tube imports: 


U.S. 1985 FIRST 
QUARTE 
PICTURE TUBE IMPORTS 


Type j 
Units % 
Chg. $Value % Chg. 
Color 
ee & under 3, 7706 = 68.7 268,153 -63.1 
ae Soe 170,579 +661.6 6,173,233 +643.4 
heen 50,311 +154.3 2,740,078 +147.7 
hy Seo 7,052 +315.3 416,973 +155.4 
ai 4 al ree pe 4,118,508 +67.2 
A F + ede BS146, . 
w/TV kits... 244,200 +35.7 ag i ‘ 
Monochrome 
W=16 "34 235/72 .=3839 33,203 -82.5 
Other.... 21,546 -31.3 387,537 -26.5 ‘ 


: 24218 


For Projection TV 


122,536 +137.6 5,643,779 +123.3 


Toll of slump in computers continued to 
increase as Data General laid off 1,300 employes in 
U.S. and overseas, more than 7% of work force, 
indicated it may report loss in quarter to June 29. In 
U.K., meanwhile, Acorn Computer, now 49.3% owned 
by Olivetti, halted trading in its stock while it seeks 
more cash. Apple Computer Pres. John Sculley 
revealed new sales strategy that will rely heavily on 
computer retailers, cut direct sales force and 
encourage outside accessory makers to design 
products for its computers. 

Hitachi jumped from 5th place in fiscal 1983 


to 2nd last year in list of Japan's 50 most profitable 


anies, compiled by Nihon Keizai Shimbun. 

eats wetax operating net os aa eecets trailed 
. s e s er oy 

only $2.09 billion in earnings 0 = rset 


576, NEC 16th, $503, Fuji 
$940, Toshiba 10th, $575, 40, Sony 26th, $322, 
, Mitsubishi 23rd, $340, oS TDK “ist, 


$245, Sanyo 42nd, $2 


Optical & Videodisc Systems conference is 


Cal. 
for July 28-30 in Monterey, 
ae on Institute for Graphic Communication, 


375 Commonwealth Ave., Boston 02115. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


iam Byron rejoins Sanyo 
Po cats aaiets Div., new A 
resignation of Berkowitz, 
1971. te ing as senior VP- ; 
ry ra bay iy eh recently was 4 sores pa 
Byron, Season & Co., Southern Cal. rep firm, 
Eibeler, ex-Imagic and Wicat Systems, 
eastern region sales mgr, 
Thomas Collins, RCA Consumer Electronics 
consumer affairs vp, takes early retirement, 
continues as consultant... George Hamilton 
moted to sales and operations vp, Zenith 
Corp., with responsibility for 
Canadian market as well as sales to domestic — 
military and GSA; Gregory Gronowski, ex-Zenith 
istributing Corp. 0 
mee eG AE 2 Philip Holmes promoted to 
Zenith accounting dir. 


David Bearden appointed Quasar Video 
Recorder Div. national sales mgr., is succeeded as 
div. mktg. mgr. by Mike Shoemaker, ex-Platt 
Music; Jan Lechowitz promoted to asst. mktg. 
mgr.; Mory Saigusa, ex-Matsushita Hi-Fi Div., 
Japan, joins Video Recorder Div.; Matt Omoto, 


as pres. of 
t, following 
sales and mktg. 


ex-Matsushita Japan, named TV Div. mktg. mgr.; in 


other Quasar marketing changes, Neil Davis 
becomes southwest general zone mgr., replaced as 
southeast zone mgr. by Gabe Villani; Thomas 
Chadwick succeeds Villani as Miami branch mgr., 
and Pat Burke, ex-northeast region sales mgr., 
takes over from Chadwick as sales mgr.-national 
groups; David Isenberg, ex-Hartford office, moves 
to Quasar N.Y. Metro Branch; new Quasar regional 
sales mgrs. handling sales to independent 
distributors: Mike Conway, upper midwest; Ron 
Shorts, south central; Barrie Frees, ex-CPT 

Corp., northeast. 


Marvin Stern, ex-senior vp for hard lines 
merchandise, named Montgomery Ward exec. 
vp-mdsg. in reorganization that sees John 


lace a Technology, named finance vp, Display 
apne desis N.Y. (projection TY)... Angelo 
: mm Joins Thorn EMI/HBO Video as vp-chief 
sper Praag set Maxime Sadowsky resigns as 

ine Club Video, N.Y, subsidiary of French 


superstore chain; Chm 
takes pres. over fa Jacques-Henri Djian 


La Rae Petrovich ad 
pare bd vanced to o i 
dir., Paramount Home Video... Menten 


- mgr., New World Video 


nist ir., Michael Klej i 
acquisitions i a hares 
Vp, Playboy Video; Jill Marti named 


y San 
- Byron served at sany 
or personal Spear to head rep firm 


named Sanyo 
with hq in Little Ferry, N. 


. Corning Glass 


f Ill., named Zenith video systen 


McGivern become senior 
( vp and gen. mdse. mgr. f, 
major appliances and electronics... Harris Feinstein, 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics ¢, 


‘J 
These are latest reports as obtained during - Maieg 
indicates information not available at press time St Wee, D 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. : ash 


Anounts "Des e44 


Company & Period 


AM Cable TV Industries 
1985-year to March 28 
1984-year to March 31 
1985-13 wk. to March 28 
1984-13 wk. to March 31 


1985-24 wk. to June 14 


1984-12 wk. to June | 


Crazy Eddie prod 

1985-qtr. to June 2 
1984-qtr. to June 2 pus’ 
area, 

General Instrument 

1985-13 wk to June 2 follov 
1984-13 wk to May 27 CBS ¢ 
Notes: “Includes special credit. r 
special credit. {2 ae 
take 
, = Turne 
Playboy Programs development vp... Soozy . MED 


Sommers joins Vidmark Entertainment as Sales 
mktg. dir... Lois Sloane named vp, MGM/UA 4 Subee 
Entertainment Group's Ancillary Rights Diy "y 
Francesca Barra advanced to acquisitions head, ABC 
CBS/F ox Video International U.K. & 


Ron Marin resigns as vp of HWH Enterprises 
form own PR agency, Ron Marin & Assoc. Newtm FCC 
N.J., 201-579-3369... Tom Cramer appointed 
communications and membership development mg, 
Society for Private and Commercial Earth Statios 
(SPACE), new post... Martin Cohn, ex-vp-sales 
mgr., named publisher-vp of Dealerscope, now owe 
by North American Publishing Co... Stuart Horton 
named pres.-CEO, Eastman Publishing Corp., Enci, 
Cal. (computer magazines), continuing in same po 
at CES Publishing; both are owned by ie 
Thomson Business Press. 


Stereo TV station count has now reached 
with start of KTVY Oklahoma City (NBC), KP" 
Phoenix (NBC) and KUSA-TV Denver (ABC). 


Ad notes: Sharp is 3rd-best-known 
consumer electronics brand in U.S., aftet 2° sth 
Panasonic, is tied with Texas Instruments £07 ay 
overall, behind RCA and Zenith, according!) 
by Chilton... Popingo Video appoints HWH iS” 
X-10 (USA) Inc. (home control 
of Sun, edition stagti this summer tor! 
distributor Metro Video, which expects ae 
million investment by selling space ws 

ers. Times ; ~~ et 


retailers and program suppliers. 
721,000 of its readers own YOR. 


Published 
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st 
ge od 
¢ 
guy BACK 21% OF SHARES in $955 million 
0 as major roadblock to TBS 


ization plan 
age and any others that don't use cash. 


isseovet cts. (P. 2) 


eRGER MANIA ISSUES to be examined b 
yeiA MEN d by FCC at special meeting. But y 


SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’s Ew 
S 


al with fairness doctrine issues -- 
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Consy 


~Snstmer Electronics 


TANDY To 

BECOME 

electroni BIGGEST 

vanes retailer with aesiaatas Gee consumer 
epts stores from Jack Eckerd (P. 9) 


VCRs 
IN 50% OF HOMES with color sets by 1987 


seen in survey on se 
rappage = 
reexports, nonhome Sees ay VCR homes, 


i . , Calls color No. 
inventories okay and sales hot. e. caf roblem, VCR 


Hi aes oa BOARD BLOCKS sale of VCRs by 
oe cable firm, cites franchise clause that bars 
Sales and service of TVs, TV receivers. (P. 12) 


. 12:5 


GE LABOR CONTRACT i 

: agreement with IUE and UE 
calls for improved benefits but provides only 3% 
wage hike in each of next 3 years. (P. 12) 


HOME DIGITAL VCR using 1/2" metal tape under 
development at Japan's NHK. It's seen as possible 
delivery system for HDTV. (P. 13) | 


FALL-WINTER CATALOGS: Sears opens 13" color 
at $190. Penney prices level to down. (P. 14) 


RAPID VCR GROWTH OVER, says study by Merrill 
Lynch Tokyo office. VCR shipments to U.S. seen 5 
million more than sales in '85. (P. 15) 


Starting with 2 meetings this week, several 


and broadeasters 


under way July 9 when Commission 
). Meeting was 


S 
hae weommittee hearing loses some glamor. (P. 5) 
i ad. apc SETTLES SEX HARASSMENT SUIT at start of 
Mt of charges by ex-employe Cecily Coleman in 
washington; terms not disclosed. (P. 5) 
a rec CABLE EEO PROPOSALS encourage 
: ‘race-conscious' practices, Sen. Hatch tells Fowler in 
mer jetter criticizing Commission's plan to rely on 
Sons existing guidelines. (P. 6) 
owned u/A-COM SIGNS ANIXTER as descrambler 
Kon jistributor, first step in making VideoCipher II box 
neino widely available. ESPN begins marketing to TVRO 
post : owners. (P ° 7) 
onal 
Bul, TV STATIONS RESUME TALKS: Settlement 
wwached on rates but '2 sticky issues' remain. (P. 7) 
0 sur BUSY 4 WEEKS AT FCC IN MASS MEDIA AREA: 
X- najor Mass Media Bureau items will be on agendas of FCC meetings before annual summer 
hiatus starts Aug. 8. Many of them will de : 
- we expected to win in each case. This week's activity gets 


eek request for short-form transfer of 
ee | Carthy (D-Minn.), 


nd is scheduled to put out inquiry on mergers and acquistions (see separate story 


bestponed from today (July 8), because Commission wi 
yy Multimedia to proposed trustee, 


ll be circulating item approving Jack 
ex-Sen. Eugene 


snst ABC and CBS. 


. be t 
s doctrine ae ad violated 


At July 12 meeti . fairnes 
wes =| ABC meeting, FCC is set to deny “t Jaint that network h 
% lebrated CIA comp aed Gant, underlying 


docti ase involves FCC reconsideration of ce 
ine (TVD Feb 25 p5). While Commission plans to 


Co 
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Consumer Electronics Person 


Divs. in co 
Rosenzweig has resign’ 


William Pritcha 
mer... Tom De 


; irst clien 
Sciences Inc. as firs a 
named asst. gen. mgr., rain? Ae, ex-Androbot, 


inistration Dept... X 
tne Activision staffers Alan Miller and 


obert Whitehead, form Accolade, San 
peace developer and marketer of home 
computer entertainment software. 


indholm advanced at Motorola to new 

post urease operations exec. VP with overall 

coordinating responsibility for non-U.S. activities; 

Gerhard Schulmeyer promoted at Automotive and 

industrial Electronics Group from vp-asst. gen. mgr. 
to senior vp-gen. mgr., succeeding Lindholm... 
Norman Neumann, North American Philips 

vp-group exec., named pres. of N.V. Philips's U.S. IC 
manufacturing subsidiary Signetics; he has held post 
on acting basis since resignation of Charles 

Harwood last March... John Ehrisman shifts at 
Dynascan Cobra Consumer Electronics Group from 
telecommunications product dir. to gen. mkt. mgr. in 
restructuring; Jerry Falasz, former personal 
communications products dir., named product 
development dir.; both report to Vp-Gen. Mgr. 
Dennis Burke, as does Vince Martin, who 
continues as gen. sales mgr. 


Jack Kanne advanced at Paramount Home 
Video to sales dir... Martin Weinstein, ex-Janus 
Films mktg. vp, joins Embassy Home Entertainment 
as east region mgr... Sal Alba promoted to vp-gen. 
mgr., VCA/Technicolor's Huntington Beach, Cal. 
plant; Michael Pelech, VCA photography dir., 
assumes additional duties as product account exec., 
VCA/Teletronies... Ann Fonfa, former Konica Tape 
eastern regional sales mgr., joins duplicator GML 
Video as sales vp... Steven Ades, ex-Price Stern 
Sloan Publishers, joins Prism Entertainment as 
national accounts mgr.; Sidney Plavin appointed 
controller; both new posts... Janet Muir, ex-New 


’ Yorker magazine, named mktg. exec. vp of new 


Esquire video and book product development unit. 


Bob Kuczik advanced at Fuji Pho 
Magnetic Product Div. national sali ee Joe 
Visslailli promoted to northeast region sales m 
Sone et Vic Orler advanced at oe 
parkomatic from midwest region sal 
be new post... Robert Birenhach renin i santos 
ao mktg. vp for First Alert and parent BRK 
ectronies to enter rep field; duties assumed by 


Jerry Carrino, First Alert mktg. vp... Ira Tabankin 
¢ Typewriter Div. national 


resigned... 
appointed pres. of rechargeable 


appointed Sharp Electroni 


sales mgr., suc i i 
Edward Nargi appointed tee ak 
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6-8 SATELLITE 
by FCC later tk 
battery marketer SAFT America, succeeding iim 
* ss ABC WILL DR‘ 
Mulvey, resigned. SP wieek force. 
Kodak continued expansion of electronic : iia ales 
recording capability through acquisition of mos Rublie attacks 
assets of Garlic Technology, Morgan Hill, Cal. 7 
specialist in design and development of digital TURNER HAN 
magnetic recording heads. Terms werent t dise “7 possible optior 
Kodak is acquiring some manufacturing equ Plan. (P. 7) 


rights to pending patents and technology relating” en 
advanced digital recording heads. Unit !s bene HEC” 
renamed Garlic Development and will serv a 
head development center of Kodak Mass Mem 
Products Div. 


APRO '85, convention for nation's rian 
rent-to-own dealers, runs July 18-22 ate 
Wyndham Hotel under sponsorship of Sal fe” 
Progressive Rental Organizations. Ew ecertl 
panels on regulation of RTO industry, a 
legislation, video cassette rentals, plus sro 
of social events. Among consumer elect ica 
exhibitors: Akai, GE, Hitachi, Marant ‘pais 
of NAPCE, Quasar, RCA, Samsune, Sany 
Thomas, Zenith. 


te 
Korea's Daewoo has been ticensed OY nis 9% 
make VHS recorders, will start production 
Company has been Beta licensee. 


ANIA FILLS WEEK with many actions at 
_ Cooke gains in Multimedia; 


BS a pane schedule set; expedited TBS 


denied. (P- 1) 


CTION ON TURNER BID seen by Fowler, 
sept A ifies on Hill day after FCC launches mergers 
who 


9 °. 3) 

proOPS FOR QUARTER, HALF on slight 
es. Best. Group profits up 14% for 
$181.1 million. (P. 5) 


TO DATA TRANSMISSION in venture 
rs. Will use satellites and 1,800 
data. (P. 5) 


| apc MOVES IN 
A om Epson, othe 
b dio affiliates to move 
" -aSATELLITE APPLICATIONS will be thrown out 
{FCC later this month. (P. 6) 

4c WILL DROP 300-350 EMPLOYES, about 2.5-3% 
af work force. (P. 6) 


FCC CLEARS CBS AND ABC in fairness complaints, 


SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK'S NEWs 
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Consumer Electronics 


COLOR SALES RE 
co 
record. VCR sales a 
climb, but at lower 
glanee. (P. 14) 


VER in June, hit first-half 
Iso hot. Inventories continue 
rate. (P. 10) First half at a 


= Tere IN STEREO, 30 of them NBC 
» aS first commercial net , 
Start; 250 by year's end? (P. 1) oy SORA 


VIDEO AND AUDIO TAPE factory sales topped $1 
billion for first time in 1984, et. 
Videocassette pricing continues drop. (P. 12) 


JVC WILL INTRODUCE VHD in U.S. on its own if it 
can't find launch partners, Pres. Shinji says. 
Nonconsumer sales to come first. (P. 12) 


AT&T PHASING OUT home phone production in U.S. 
at cost of 745 jobs. (P. 14) 


GE CONSUMER PRODUCTS earnings declined in 2nd 
quarter on increased loss from video products. (P. 15) 


SIA CHARGE OF UNFAIR Japanese IC trade 
practices accepted for investigation by Special Trade 


nie ty ints by govt. agencies are proper. : 
fmost ff g, Tee ee een pneonticial (P. 7) Representative. (P. 15) 
Cal. i ith 
5 . - ; TO HIKE DUTY on color tubes imported witt 
iver él | TURNER HANGS IN THERE, says he oe eee Be all Oe ee support from U.S. makers and unions, fire 
aed. ' Ens ea in wake of CBS recap! from Japanese assemblers. (P. 16) 
tingto of Be 4 . 
oe : me . Pressed on several fronts to rule on various 
o as digital | HECTIC WEEK IN WASHINGTON ON MERGERS: Pr Lon sever come pending questions 
emory } media takeovers, FCC took number of actions lashuie these developments, treated 
| | ‘hile attempting to formulate long-range policies. There eon for Multimedia was approved 
“serately below: (1) Jack Cooke's short-form (316) applioh ® cot for Aug. 1-2 en bane 
' ty Commission, which accepted his trustee plan. 2).GrOey sion said it couldn't speedily grat 
jandoS | ‘“gument in Turner's attempt to take over Dae: £0) As a short-form proposat PY wa 
a feature | _lmer long-form CBS transfer application and gouley ie for Storer merger. 
"4 . i Kohlberg, Kravis, Roberts & Co. said it's arranging *" , t mergers before 
ul pombe Thorton Bradshaw testified abou cies. it. should 
ics wy I Also, FCC Chmn, Fowler _and NBC chma. ‘nquiry seeking comment on POT" 
jco Di’ | “Olse panel, and Commission launched broa ate story). 


reknik® —} “opt to guide it in resolving merger 


3 Mag, 
ve yet % 


disputes (see separ 


| | 
i tug M1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction In any for 
f C104 et seq,), ’ Pigs 


sion, is a violation ot F 


m, without written permis 


ederal statute 


1 
| 
%ag yok 2 
0 
ing 4 vioE pusiness made no contribution to 
tron rf gnd-quarter earnings gain (see financial 


oss INCREASES: GE's consumer 


jee 
| A, 4 pas le overall corporate operating profit 
pple nose t9 11.6% of sales, compared with 10.5% 


ef See 190! Paes. equipment resulted in re 
E of vi esulted in 
at ing P ne considerably below those of 1984's me 
a8 ng 200 quarter,” GE said. 
ah chmn. Jack Welch said "the extremely 
Te titive conditions in the color TV market 
a8 od in much larger loss for our consumer 
resil nies business compared with a year ago." 
they . petit on, he ee sreric "from product 
1] f color TV sets and VCRs." 
Bit | west” 
jhe EMI of U.K. blamed TV and IC 
tions for 62% profit drop to $44.5 million in 
were March 31, already has begun taking 
active action, including naming Sir Graham 
im | yikins as er a oa! Peter Laister, who 
t just 14 months. 
i alae 
se Thorn said it planned to lay off 1,000 at 
ae idiary Ferguson, U.K.'s last domestically owned 
a= ~ gajor color TV producer, revamp its 2 TV plants to 
~ poncentrate subassembly work at one, final assembly 
| gother. Also, management and product line 
rs as well as layoffs, have begun at Inmos, 
t gemory IC maker acquired from U.K. govt. last year. 
“oe , sanyo reported parent-only sales gained 14.3% 
tors - to $2.2 billion in first half to May 31, but net rose 
. - just 10% to $59.8 million because of higher marketing 
1 _ | ests. Company said sales boost was paced by 
ee increased exports of color TVs and VCRs to U.S. and 
| China. For year, Sanyo says it expects to show net of 
otion ; 119 million on sales of $4 billion. 
rs } 
ago | __ Emerson says it expects to report 46% jump in 
_ | @tto $3 million in opening quarter to June 30 on 
ted s% sales rise to more than $97 million. 


General Instrument could show 2nd straight 

e of losses if semiconductor market doesn't 
a back, Chmn. Frank Hickey said at annual 

- jfeting. He said he expects cable TV equipment 
visiness to recover, but profitability for GI as whole 


gue 6 


a a its other major business segment, 
s. Be tors. 
yn, € 2 
wae 
i at. ae ROM announced for commercial sale 
g Ke - dhe for in “word Academie American Encyclopedia 
KT Roy itttoduction in Oct. at $199 by Grolier. CD 
wat tereloneg ne read-only computer data dise 
: Philips, Goole digital audio dise format by Sony and 
ste ‘NY Word Polier says dise offers 3-5 sec. access to 
* —D Capabititiee YOPd group, also has interactive ; 
gr ities, While no drives are yet on market, units 


Jp tates, While 
tis ta,“ Philips, Sony and others are expected 


oon 
F Rey tok iNereases commitment to electronics 
i. on of new Lamdek Fiber Optics Div. 


“I 
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charging 
on in 


In petition 
b : ) SIA alle 
arriers that restrain s eee have nontariff 


ae é 
W-priced competition. Filing asks that 

t such abuses, retaliate 

an only if that effort fails. 


In response to investigati 

Chanherne t estigation's openin - 
reste wre Sonik said that SIA elit ikenen coke 
Pie aber € but one segment of semiconductor 
reset oe in the U.S.," and, because it cites no 
mea pe ‘i icy or practice" of Japanese govt. on IC 
i sets oe meet Trade Act requirements. EIA-J 

é » Wi be filing response with STR, expressed ‘ 
view probe will confirm there are no Japanese govt 
os industry practices that deny "U.S. manufacturers 
= pi a access to the Japanese semiconductor 


; Also on import front, IC dumping complaint fi 
against group of Japanese bones chip eee 
manufacturers last month by Micron Technology has 
been accepted for investigation by International 
Trade Commission (TVD July 1 p12). ITC will 
conduct preliminary probe to determine whether 
there's likelihood domestic industry is being injured 
by low-priced imports, is slated to announce result 
Aug. 8. Current round of layoffs and reports of 
declining profitability by U.S. producers almost 
guarantees positive finding. Tentative positive injury 
determination will be signal for International Trade 
Administration to launch preliminary investigation 
into unfair pricing allegation. 


In another action, ITC has set Sept. 5 for hearing 
in final investigation of whether dumped Japanese 
mobile cellular telephones and subassemblies have 
injured U.S. producers. Last month, in preliminary 
ruling, ITA said it found 6 Japanese companies were 
selling equipment here for less than fair value (TVD 
June 10 p15). 


——jj— 
oost to 14% from 


cotanitd 
sent 8% has been proposed by EC Commission 
Purope's Council of Ministers. Increase had been 


's Thomson aS Way 
sought by Dutch i e's 
oer domestic industry from bein 


;mports. Same comp: 

‘oureasen for other high-tech ele 
C last week, 

of protest to EC Seeing ave rom “ 

a increase will act "against 


trade econoity, ye reduce demand." He noted 


er interests ( 
that Japanese ave voluntarily —— ao sqoten ‘ 
ince | exp ich 
- me are met with increased protectionism on 


your side." 


—_— ~~ 
—— 


* 22.38% 


0. 28 


SURVEY: Price cuts haven't done 

-aeo software renters into buyers 

la 

ot.-Dec: 1984. HVI quarterly study o 
CR owners shows that at $30 


g to 


major 


h 
eee oun ts, 57% decided t 
cS) dents, ° o remain t 
= has of ase. d awareness of availability ee ers 
aap progr WSO vas period of Paramotat 
, A : ar t 
91 omotion, among other offers, aaa 
ene t consumers’ appetite for budget titles. 
pave 4, HVI numbers weren't much different from 
pstee, quarter when 10.7% were prospects to buy 
ids greio 8.4% how-to tapes. Lackadaisical 
as w (ar o was reflected at lower price points -- 
uae er of sample wanted $15 children's shows and 
& of wanted $15 music programs, vs. 65.8% and 58.5% 
lent in avery unlikely" categories. 
Meanwhile, 21% said they had purchased 
d corded cassette within last year, about same as last 
S are y. Reasons for not buying: 65.4% thought price 
arch was too high, 53.1% preferred to rent or borrow, 
ATSC 6.1% didn't expect to watch tape more than once or 
| , twice. Significantly, used tapes aren't factor in 
still jysiness, bought by only 5% of those who've ever 
7 made purchase. 
8mm Rentals remain key to market, with 74% renting 
--is  } atleast once in last year, 72.4% in last 6 months, 

} 4% in last month, figures that haven't changed much 
from survey to survey. Level of rentals within last 
year was highest, at 78%, among 2-year VCR owners, 
| dropped to 66.4% at 2-3 year level and 61.8% at 3 

s at years-plus. Households with children did best of all, 
ek. at 79.9%. Average of 5.5 tapes were rented a month, 
tach for 1.5 days. 
5 now 
scott Rental resistance continues to fade. Of 
ance on, 95.8% said it was too expensive, vs. 38% in 
ee tes en mph expected to catch f avorite 
L e, down from 59.3%. Most HVI 
iS TR judged rental value greater than pay TV 
ham 04.9%)" moviegoing (70.3%) and cassette purchase 
Wh vent ). Biggest concern is depth of retail 
Tome TT quer) More than 81% said title of their choice 
is eters a or occasionally" wasn't available. Video 
oe ets best Source -- 74.3% -— for club _ 
: i. hllowel hee for 19.9% of nonclub transactions, 
ee ange erecery and drug stores (6.6%), libraries 
no | Partmen ponte antlets (3%); mail-order, 
ro and discount outlets didn't register. 
. Onver « 
pe tan year. qs? 21% had owned machine for less 
“Loe mon’ 28 for 1-2 years, 15% for 2-3%, 95% fOr 
lead hy 5 years. RCA remains favorite brand but 
ple, Qi overai gt Considerably. Here's HVI Leena 
Kes “andin : ple and for owners of longes 
te HL 21.1% and 34.5%; Panasonic, 14.2% 
5% Seay gat? 4% and 10.5%; Quasar, 6.9 © 
5.9% and 


6% and 2.9%; Magnavox, 


«A 


test Nielsen Home Video Index survey 


f 


os 45.1% of sample were "very unlikely" 
’ - op movies. "Very likely" percentage 


0 
8.8%: San TV DIGEST_17 


GE, 4.9%, YO, 5.7% and 5%> 


Oshiba, 9 2% 


ontgom 
Matsushita, 1.5% and 13 ang no comparison; 


Oo, 
Oo. 
About 63.59 
-O% of ‘ 
more th % Sample - y 
an 5700, with 8.5% nee hee pbx 
machine if Yt aha Said they would buy $99 aint a l 
with original A let while 92.9% cae. pn 
€. Nearly 30% had bough 
bs in last year (spread oe = 
oan SMD eb abodt iene te 
ose plying und about equally split between 
19.5% paid hi ae ré te over $6 for 2-hour blank; 


evenly among 


—_ 


First Atari 
dealers last Hee ski ie dhiowine =p haste 
stoten this week, eompany sald. Aterl eaid it ccoce 
to have 25,000 out Pap dles ina at its, ag 
. < . Units, not 
featng: with any earlier Atari models, will retail 
5800, including 3.5" dise drive and monochr 
monitor. With col i eee 
$1,000 : or monitor, package price goes to 
,000. Atari has said it plans to ship unbundled 
system to mass merchandisers and toy outlets. ST is 
first new model from Atari since company was 
acquired from Warner Communications last summer 
by Jack Tramiel. It was displayed first at last Winter 
Consumer Electronics Show and promised for April 
delivery, but company later said it was pushing debut 
back to this summer. Meanwhile, former parent 
reportedly is preparing to cut its last link to 
computer business by shutting down Warner 
Software. Unit was formed several years ago as 
independent software organization to give Warner 
foot in market segments not covered by Atari. 


Japan's Matsushita has launched import sales 
drive to help meet govt. call for more sales there of 
foreign goods to aid in trimming nation's trade 
surplus. Company will hold import fair in Tokyo to 
display computer equipment, measuring instruments, 
liquor and cosmetics it imports for own use and 
resale from 29 foreign countries. Matsushita said it 
imported $288 million of foreign goods last year, has 
$329 million target for 1989. Subsidiary JVC has 
established own import distribution program under 

‘seru Shibuya, senior managing dir. an 
paseo ane kt chief. But going 1s slow. Shibuya 
te "Jack of interest on the part of foreign 
ies" elling in Japan. When 
con ith aa Sai product 
JVC finds compan wit app oe arene eats” 
"sometimes they won't even se 


65 million 
Worldwide CD ee 
i -- ast theoretically ~~ ac 
ae easoroterr firm's Hanover factory expects 


95 million this yea", ; t 
to produey ction methods have increased daily utpL 
New pro orci 5 a week, producing 

0 labels, adding : 
n pear? eaulty disc returns from its 


to 10U, r 
4,000 titles 0 
than 0.2%. 


monthly. Comp 
customers total less 


3) se we see cs _ ses see 


~The 


Be88 3888 


MGM/UA entertainsens 
1985-9 mo. & 


2233 


270,900,000 
si pon ipl er * 210,000.09 70 900,00 
ee to March 31) 7,110, M 
1 
3 92 ,000 
ae May 31 Oe O00 
1994-qtr. to May 31 
sors wo. t 1,811,500,000 
“ias-b wo. £9 Zune 30) 7°751,100, 000 
953,100,000 
908 , 500,000 
3,13) ,990,000 
3,016,969,000 
1, 602,296,000 
1,522,222 ,000 
4,871 ,600,000 
4,829,500 ,000 
2,557, 500,000 
2,559,600 ,000 


Motes: “After special charge. “Includes special credit. 


"at yen's current rate. 


Consumer Electronics Personals 


David Ruby promoted at RCA Sales Corp. to 
sales planning and administration vp... Sam 
Rosenzweig, ex-Kenwood, joins Marantz as sales 
vp... Donald Thorkelson, ex-VCA Duplicating, 
named CCTY product sales mgr., JVC Professional 
Video Communications Div... Daniel Marich, 
ex-Panasonic, joins Thomson Consumer Products as 
national accounts mgr. responsible for establishing 
distributor and dealer network for firm's line of 
monitors... Sharyl Juhlin, former Pioneer 
Electronics mktg. communications vp, now mktg. and 

sales vp for CL9 (Cloud 9), consumer electronics firm 
launched last year by Apple Computer cofounder 

Stephen Wozniak; Juhlin's Pioneer duties assumed 
by Mktg. Vp Chris Byrne. 


Michael Wilke 
Tape Div. to videot 
Ash advanced at B 
product megr., suce 
responsible for au 


promoted at Ampex Magnetic 
ape products mktg, mer... Jeff 
ASF Systems to computer dise 
eeding Terence O'Kelly, now 
dio and video tape sales to 


—. 
- —= 


jicat ors and studios... Charles (Skip) . \ 


WP atari, joins MCA as pres. of Mc, Pay 
ex- 5 


1 

i tae and : 
with neSee iness activities... Michael ..° Pe, , 
foreign ia Consumer Electronics Moen, Z 
ae Indesys, joint venture of A 5 

Pp ° 


, , pty 
- Co., formed to deliver sateliit. Pm 
ee es to computers over FM Station ela 
ae story in Broadeast-Cable Section), 

Ss : 
d busine 
an Benjamin name $8 and 
ae senior vp and Jeffrey Ivers finance 


Hom “ 
on named to head Canadia, w® 
lan ee tee Home Video, first K-Le tne 
KS ade U.S... Karen Fox promoted to con lon 
oiministration mgr., Embassy Home Enterta 
David Butler advanced to western region dist 
mgr. and Mitchell Randall to south 
ae rep, Media Home Entertainment; Panes | 
Tourangeau becomes publicity dir., replacing Ve » 
Geenleaf now at 20th Century-Fox... Monies 
Heath appointed advertising mgr., Interna ee 
Video Entertainment... Mark Seiler advanced f 
res. of RKO Film Group to pres., RKO Pict 
P Ss onsible for home video and blank tape mits 
rr i as Film Group and worldwide TV sales) 
piccecdiil? Robert Manby, now chmn... Carol 
McElwain named Ingram Distribution Group 
telephone mktg. and sales vp, Lavona Russell 
appointed corporate and customer services yp, 


Richard Schaak reassumes Shaak 
post of chmn.-CEO, succeeding Larry Welch, 


. UPS A 


4 sie, well off TV: 


ami, Tv STATION 
ets eventual 


resigned at request vr beats aye hag <hareholders mee 
% interest in retailer rom § haak , Saysle 

= ari. proxy fight to regain management =) 4 CTA DRAFTS ‘ 
control... Gayle Halperin appointed Highland 4 entities pro 
Superstores mktg. dir... Neil Spann, ang to backyard e 
Sound exec. editor, named Deslereeue + De Te 
Marjorie Costello resigns as Videograp : -_ oo 
editor-in-chief to establish Conse ee ‘Lo. we nal 
consumer and protes se Ee ase ne - 

gram development and produ ae ange 1 
Planeteninat Sta, N.Y. 10024, 212-724-0930); ABC BROADC 


wil nh j 
, aa a 
Uther earnings 
¥ 


Fi * Yo 
retains title of consulting editor af) ee | 
Beverly Knudsen, ex-HFD ay Ss comp. 
managing editor, joins researcher U0 
analyst. 


. Se, 
Edmund Carpenter appointed 7! Be 
succeeding Rand Araskog, who ae new post of C 
chmn.-CEO. Carpenter also adds al Semic 
James Owens promoted at Nation a ia 
to technology vp responsible for beet esoure® 
activities... Dennis Reed named f GTE precis 
dir. in management structuring ve & Ma 
Materials’ Electronic Component © rose 
Other appointments: James ee rranci 
development and engineering  Croller; 
mktg. dir.; Robert Koebley, sar ness 
Whidden, strategic planning and Oi iastics ad 
development dir.; Robert Wayne, =, OT Ee 
mgr.; Laurens Beyland, metals Ss gen. meh : 
Parmelee, electronic COMpONET ng and © 
Robert Walker, European oe quality 
services gen. mgr.; James Howe”, 
assurance dir, 


‘ ) ZA 
= "y | Zz 

op | 
eq ; 
nd 
d ive service for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Ele 
Mien mid Fle he 

y 22, 198° SUMMARY-IN 
* ' = DEX OF WEE ’ 
0, K’S NEWS 
pooseast COPS Sony 
ent, arRY OBITUARY is written by unanimous 
yust© Court, which invites FCC to 'reeraft' 


iS. Appe tions 'more sensitive’ to First Amendment 


BANDONS MULTIMEDIA QUEST, clearing 


cooKE A Greenmail denied. (P. 4) 


gEEMENT WITH 3 PROGRAMMERS on 
a4 os interest concerns IN TV. (P. 5) 


| cast uPS ANTE IN BID FOR STORER: Offers 
come are in bid worth $2 billion, plans to keep 


8 pe off TVs. (P. 6) 


cable, 
pal, Tv STATIONS AGREE ON FEES pegged on what 
ally will pay ASCAP. BMI 


d jons eventu 
hs. shareholders meeting set July 25. (P. 6) 


he 
a NCTA DRAFTS SCRAMBLING PLAN: 2 nonprofit 
"sade entities proposed to speed serambling, assure access 
- to backyard earth stations. (P. 7) 
“(85 CLAIMS FCC BIAS in Turner takeover bid; 
ng Fowler replies. Battle goes to Senate in hearing on 
network takeovers. (P. 8) 


| sac BROADCAST EARNINGS FLAT, contrasting 
| with improved performances by CBS and NBC. 
ff Mier eamings reports. (P. 9) 

] US. APPEALS COURT THROWS OUT CABL 


).C., which ruled that FCC cable must-carry 


2 


Wish to reeraft the rules in a manner more 


4 pene today, it is, of course, free 


ye congue e Court was unanimous, inc 
, ive Robert Bork and moderate Rut 


E MUST-CARRY RULES: 


| that it hoped for -- and then some -- in unanimo 
rules are unconstitutional 


However, Court left window open to FCC and broadcasters, stating: 
sensitive to the First Amendment eoneerns we 


to do so. 


ax be that effort at the appropriate time... 
a eri whether any version of the mandatory carr! 
| ent. We hold only that in their current form they can no longer stand. 


luded 
h Ginsburg. Even 


without written permission, is a violation ot Federal statute 
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~Onsumer Electronics 


MATSUSHIT 

trade ravirhi Me MAKE VCRs HERE to help red 

investment will hes Yamashita says. S ae 
nt will be $400 million. (Pll) 


SALES 

VOR, pci Ls EARNINGS DECLINE from TVs and 

wentie ie a for 2nd quarter by NAP, RCA and 
; ch blame price competition. (P. 12) 


vc 
. 1 > i 
evidence of flood from ere: hay <i 


1 
eae eee ae YEAR sets sales records -- 16.4 million 

sets, 9.4 million VCRs. Nearly half of homes if 
added TV sets in 2 years. (P. 14) 


ashing UNVEILS Amiga computer this week. 
intendo to launch new game in fall. Apple posts 
loss. IBM denies new PC on way. (P. 15) 


ONE-TUBE PROJECTORS return in 

: portable VCR 
combos. DSI Lightbeam in production, follows Sony 
Videomagic. DSI eyes 8mm version. (P. 15) 


APRIL IMPORT RISE for color chassis and kits offset 
decline posted by complete sets. (P. 16) 


HIGH-FLYING RETAILERS will fall in consumer 
electronics’ boom-bust cycle, investment firm says in 
'sell' recommendation. (P. 16) 


Cable industry got all 
us decision July 19 from U.S. Appeals Court, 
as drafted and applied. 
"Should the Commission 


We would consider the constitutionality of the 
we have not found it necessary 


stress that 
gee le es would contravene the First 


; ‘ who wrote decision, 
Skelly Wright, liberal are sure to 


though proadeasters 


7 Sm 
| Puter, 


no. 29 


1 AND GAME LAUNCHES: This is 
i om? fo year of attempted resurrection —— 
aa ditch -- of personal computer and home 
pusiness. Atari and Commodore have 
p Je06 ripping new home computers and this week 
e re will formally launch its long-awaited 
Con amiga computer, while Nintendo is gearing 
marketing start of first major new 
gp for mable home videogame since 1981, when 
poe starte 4 shipping Colecovision. 
0 
amiga will have 256K internal memory, 
vabie to 512K, offer high-resolution graphics 
mouse, built-in 3.5" dise drive, can accept 
ue later is module that will adapt unit to 
pc software. Console will list at about 


me with 


gecialty outlets. 
Computer, originally called Lorraine, was 

-sered by independent Amiga, company acquired 

Commodore last year. That purchase is focus of 
¢)00-million fraud suit filed in Cal. by Atari. Atari 
aims it funded Amiga's computer chip development 
; wl that Amiga later returned payments, saying 

ffort was unsuccessful. Atari alleges that it has 
sights to chips in new Commodore computer (TVD 


- Aug 27 p18). 


_ Nintendo's stab at reviving home videogame 
parket will start in Oct., but on significantly smaller 
geale than company envisioned when it first took 
Wraps off its programmable system last Dec. (TVD 
9 Dee 31 pill). Company still hasn't come up with 
] of ial name for product, which sells in different 
is nm as Family Computer System in Japan and has 
_ been called Advanced Video System and 
Entertainment System here. 


at. Said 


_ _ Instead of national rollout, 1985 sales will be 
imited to test in N.Y. metropolitan area, and 
company will try to reawaken consumer interest in 
| ‘“seogames by backing introduction with $2.5 million 
a ‘campaign, Game console, with interactive 
- fime-playing robot, will sell for $100. 

er ee 
ee Amiga, Commodore is aiming assault on 
Tht the segment now controlled by Apple and IBM, 
T ido t area isn't doing all that well either. Apple 
Tay cr tating net fell 87.6% to $3.5 million in fiscal 
4 ‘Sree to June 28 on 11.2% sales decline to 
. lion feet Company posted net loss of $17.2 
or period after inclusion of $40.3 million 
iq for restructuring. 


trait » Which also had soft quarter, departed from 
jt I al closed~mouth stance last week to disclose 
Current plan to introduce new personal — 

AT p Company had reduced some prices on its 
Seeulatie. ucts, leading to renewal of new model 
tiscontj ‘on that flared up earlier this year when it 
Wi €d PCjr. IBM Entry Systems Div. Pres. | 
not a Owe said company was breaking with policy 
to menting on product plans because rumors 

TOM, he have caused some buyers to hold back. 
. » won't have any new PCs this year. 


TVD 
ONE-TUBE pro iain 
molection TV 
OnCons 
VCRs. Son Portable 


Sciences Ine. (DSD 


Cc 


Jan 7 p13), now 


penn said DSI's goal is $25 million sales in 
This aah shipping, which will end next June 31. 
aiid cal mean delivery of about 7,200 Lightbeams 
which sell at $3,295 for basic unit, $3,995 including” 
ck mgr Screen. Picture source is 5" Sony Trinitron 

ube with £0.95 lens. VCR section is JVC-made unit 
procured from Zenith with wired remote control 
combined with microphone. DSI Vp David Parse, 


ex-Quasar, said company will 
reps. ; pany will sell to dealers through 


Donohoe and Sprague displayed prototypes of 
possible future products. One is 16-Ib. eo aibt tion 
VCR and 13" color display -- light weight made 
possible by fact display is tiny rear-projection unit 
rather than direct-view tube. They also talked of 
$1,000-$1,200 portable consumer projector with 
docking 8mm deck or camcorder but said they hadn't 
yet decided whether to enter consumer market, but if 
they did so it would be with "marketing partner." 
Definitely scheduled for production is computer 
monitor version of Lightbeam system. 


Single-tube projection systems are being 
maligned, Donohoe said, forecasting that it will be 
possible to build single-tube systems with as bright a 
usable picture as 3-tube types. He pointed out that 
much faster lenses can be used with one-tube than 


with 3-tube systems. . a 

Portable light valve projector is planned by _ 
Display International, Titusville, Fla. Pres. of DI is 
Arthur Tucker, ex-chmn. of Electronic Systems 
Products. He said DI apa will vied Becca 

rojector and high-resolution Pp 

Oia tee images of up to 1,229 noninterlaced lines, 
DI is offering "redesigned and 


remanufactured" projection systems. 
——— ee 


IBM is seeking Foreign a <a raion 

ic pri t in N.C. In ap n, 
ee aye Sager motors, power apes 
ts represent 5% of value of printers } ~ 
5 Ore 5 4-11% duty on them. 


d that it pay: y 
Ne ctatus it would pay 4-4.3% rate on 


ers made for sale in 


d on imported printers. IBM 
ry's output more 
e 5,000 jobs. 


says change W« 
competitive wl 


NO- 29 


; 25 : 
motte or Electronics Personals 
© oe nsum 
vit. suzuki, former North American 
lee RY senior mgr. for Toshiba International 
i a Consumer Products, one-time Toshiba 
he " operation s., named Toshiba America chmn. 
tt 300d P Mikio Kurashima, who returns to parent 


eding . . 
OCP asst. gen. mgr... Enrico (Ric 
te spo = savanced at North American Philip» 
S, policior Electronics to Sylvania-Phileo vp-brand 
consul yming some former duties of Vp Henry 
pet _ who will concentrate on role of 
(Gary vox brand mgr.; Policicchio's former 
sen i ty for Technical Products (OEM 
— uring activity) assigned to staff of 
sot ns Senior Vp-Gen. Mgr. Robert 
Oper eal... Robert Whitehouse, ex-Federated, 
Chet. ane Sharp, joins Sanyo Business Systems as sales 
om aktE- vp for Telecommunications and Small 
8 we es Equipment Divs., new post... George 
On, eek ch, Tandy Corp. planning dir., named vp with 
on saied responsibility for govt. affairs. 
. Charles Ruder advanced at Sears from 
: yashington, D.C. retail store group gen. mgr. to 
aSe corp. public affairs vp, succeeding Gene Harmon, 
retiring July 31 after 37 years with company... 
Kershaw, ex-Canon, named Display 
SE region sales mgr... James Geheran 
inted Bose special mkts. mgr... Gary Wolfson 


gamed Proton ad mgr. 


Kenneth Wiedeman, ex-Agfa Gevaert, named 
Sony Tape Sales national sales mgr. for industrial 

- ye; Toshiro Tanaka advanced at Sony Magnetic 
Products from mgr. to dir., tape engineering... Hugh 
 Rees-Parnall, ex-RC A/Columbia Pictures Video 
 [LK., joins Activision Sept. 1 as mktg. dir... Mike 

_ Bocce advanced at RCA Records to national 

_ promotion dir.; Bonnie Goldner named promotion 


nd trade relations dir. 


Lawrence Hilford resigns as pres.-CEO, 
BS/Fox Video, will remain until successor is 
| Mmed... Paul Brownstein, ex-Video Assoc., joins 
_ | Uick Clark Co. as video programs and sales vp... 
_ Monda Rigdon named Paramount Video 
_ § “stribution post-theatrical sales and administration 
ie Videg Angela Schapiro appointed International 
vag | fai Entertainment programming and business 
; den” vp... Ron Levanson, pres. of Active Home 
; ; he forms Above Board Productions to produce 
|, 8inal programming... Russell Oken joins 
¢ bassy Home Entertainment as eastern mktg. rep; 
. Bouthwens Whidby, ex-National Video, named for 
| Video est... Wendy Marino, ex-Dreamland Home 
White ~J0ins Video Gems as operations dir... Arthur 
- dohngon n° Senior vp, Broadway Video... Peter 
UK, "advanced to sales dir., Guild Home Video in 


h 
eS. 
ll 
var 


le 


_ 


Leni overt Dilworth, ex-Morrow Designs, named 

oP Mi vty Systems pres., succeeding Carl 

| SOntinyes 2,80 held post on interim basis and 

j Elli, exer senior vp-group exec... Terry 
A. ‘versal Semiconductor, joins 


ai 
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as ge 
- ae acta Mesa, Cal. 
mee n IMpson, ITT Q; 
wee em duties as Printer p : oe 
antire ae § Philip Shires, re fe a 


» &x- - signed... Joseph 


mgr, p . Urata—Erie 
» Teplacing yc. ells ree national sales 
> es 


administp ; 
x ation m 
em gr... Davi 
gg. Nols) nee gi 
"> €d corp. 
ee v 


wuthority sie by Britain's Independent Bestg. 


patents were used t ers, much as Telefunken's PAL 
E 9 hold down color TV i 
urope before late 1982, when last Satenik eepirea, i 


Samsung purchased 3-year 

be technology crows te, Akai 
‘ aoe been its head supplier. Samsung has been 
F acturing its own VCR head drums, but not 

eads themselves. Samsung expects to start head 
output later this year at 30,000-40,000 monthly, or 
about 25 Yo of its current needs, raise that later to 
meet all its requirements. Samsung says it's 
currently making about 65,000 VCRs monthly, plans 
increase to 100,000 next year. 


Sanyo Spain has begun assembling Beta VORs 
at 3,000 monthly rate using parts eet from 
Japan. Units will be sold locally, exported elsewhere 
in Europe next year after Spain's scheduled Jan. 1 
entry into Common Market. It's Sanyo's 3rd VCR 
facility in Europe. Company is assembling Betas at 
TV plant in U.K. and Fisher-brand VHS VCRs at 
Fisher Industry, venture of subsidiaries Sanyo 
Electric Trading and Tokyo Sanyo, in Germany. 


Sony has agreed to cooperative IC 
manufacturing venture with San Jose, Cal., memory 
chip producer Vitelic. Under terms, Vitelic will 
supply VLIS CMOS designs and processes to Sony, in 
return get use of Sony's manufacturing lines for 
production of ICs in Japan. Vitelic already has 


manufacturing operation in Taiwan. 


expected to make entry 


i i i xt month 
‘nto U.S. optical videodise player market ne . 
batt offering combination video LV-audio CD =" 
sourced from Pioneer. Sansui has begun —. ae 
1,000 monthly, while Alpine, under its Luxman : 


is shipping 2,000 a month. 


Sansui and Alpine are 


with multichannel 
EIA starting in 
Electronics Div. plans to issue 


1985 -- first full year of sales 
ee t for 1986 at Winter CES 


Sales data on TV receivers 
sound (MTS) will be compiled by 
1986. Consumer 


estimate 0 
_- and consensus forecas 


next Jan. in Las Vegas. 


ri 
4} put? rields- 
ed 
2 
1985 
iv 


Cable ~ 


groadcast — 
sTERS TO APPEAL, seek legislation 
prod” satory licenses in wake of Court ruling 
fae, a t-carry is unconstitutional. FCC studying 

“==> s move- (P. 1) 

2 On puSHES IMPROVED NTSC as future standard 
> C we proadeast and cable in corporate drive, 
ba miming superiority to MAC. (P. 3) 

¢ 

i to gs sTOCK BUYBACK DEFENDED by outside 

e are ctors, who said it wasn't designed solely to stop 

ag takeover bid. Turner unsuccessful in acquiring 

th ash for his offer. (P. 4) 

: yNGELL CONCERNED about 'greenmail’ in 

eT of “Multimedia case and inequity in Cox Cable 

Ss Cooke 

ing ase, sends FCC letters. (P. 5) 

c cc CLEARS NEW SATELLITES: Domestic satellite 

, capacity more than doubled. 3 companies approved 


to compete with Intelsat on international level. (P. 5) 
CHINESE ABORT DBS SCHEME: RCA, Matra and 


i “BB are left high and dry. Decision to defer came 
: } from officials at levels higher than Chinese Bestg. 


re Satellite Corp. (P. 6) 
idi0 | NETS ANSWER HOSTAGE SUBPOENA: TV networks 
fits und CNN provide Justice Dept. material on Flight 


847 hijacking. (P. 6) 
have decided to ask U.S. Supreme Court to ove 


led jeenses for cable systems, now require 
ave declared support for industry e 


TBS takeover (see separate story). 


FCC still is in process of determining its 


it 
\ “ould lay over until Sept. since FCC has 


7 


PYtight © 


rative service for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Bae 
Onics 


SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEE: 


that cable must-carry rules as currently drafted 


] 2D. NAB and INTV also plan immediate push f 
d by Copyr! ( 
ffort while CBS 1s devoting mo 


next step- 


4 tine ne Position paper outlining options, making aenecrrs ' 
r Commission action before summer - ee ee 
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N 
Korea for local 
Sony, Tosh 


> BUILD NTSC standard VHS VCRs in 
ibe xport sale. Hitachi, Sharp 
eye U.S. assembly. (P. 9) 


DB 

rie Bet aenae DIGITAL TV previewed by RCA 

“aed ue soon, is Dimensia component. 
Ive scan digital set by 1990. (P. 10) 


R Le 

ae TO-OWN DEALERS see major expansion this 
: rom Current 4,000-5,000 stores, which are 

estimated to handle 12% of all TVs. (P. 11) 


HOME DISH RECEIVER MAKE i i 

RS hit technical, legal 
and cost snags in building serambli i i 
their systems. (P. 12) pig | 


MATSUSHITA SAYS RESULTS in 2nd quarter were 
hampered by slowdowns in U.S. and Japan. TDK 
results up, Bush Industries net slips. (P. 13) 


SANYO DROPS PORTABLE 8mm Video deck from 
line, will continve with camcorder. (P. 13) 


JVC DEBUTS 'HQ' VHS, with picture improvements 
through noise reduction and white clip system. 
Exports to start in Oct. (P. 14) 


NBC STEREO LEAP will see 9 prime-time shows in 
stereo this fall, plus late-night schedule. 101 
stations stereocasting. (P. 14) 


in lead, several broadcast groups 


ts : 
BROADCA -CARRY: With NAB in_leac 
STERS TO FIGHT MUST i july 19 ruling of U.S. Appeals Court, D.C., 


and enforced are unconstitutional (TVD July 22 


ei P ere 

legislation doing away with comp 

tht Acts f TV networks, ABC and NBC 
st of its time to fighting off 


i id staff is 
. Counsel Jack Smith said staft ! 
eee He said it will be ready ow 
ast FCC meeting until Sept., 
from July 19 to act. However, 


Ts a violation of Federal statute 


without written permission. 


LOWDOWN: Reduced consumer 
4 usu and economic slowdown in U.S. 
be MA ing in s,provement in 2nd quarter consolidated 


i 
#4 down" chita reported last week. It said net 

h - 4 ts, ee up 12.8% on 7.7% sales rise, while for 
try t ¥ oe 7 rose 17.8% on 11.4% sales increase (see 
edit Be pall al table) 

" eee : 

ane | icp slowdown was indicated in quarter. 
Cay yCk said that for full first half VCR sales 


, ystsostitnn, to $2.87 billion, just keeping pace with 
Ss “, gee UP ase in overall video equipment volume to 
Dut hij, 0.57 Oo », In first quarter, Matsushita's VCR sales 
B Was | $387 ° 96%, and figures indicate 2nd quarter rise 


sney | Pela to about 15%. 


rirst-half results (in millions) for other 

ents: Audio $900.9, down 2.5%; 

O Bxag oi cations and industrial $1,310, up 7.2%; 
cmetronic components $1,113.6, up 6.8%; appliances 
e508, UP 7.2%; energy and kitchen products $375.7, 

ve  anged. Matsushita said sales in Japan rose 6.4% 

thats “ aif to $4.98 billion but were up only 4.5% to 

ligt 956 billion for quarter. Overseas sales jumped 
1g.9% to $5.03 billion for half; however 2nd-quarter 


Tetum Ff wiume of $2.42 billion was up only 11.4%. 
1 Some 
> TDK consolidated net rose just 3.2% to $35 
nillion in quarter to May 31 on 8.8% sales rise to 
— $432.2 million, and was up 9.5% for first half to $65.5 
to OEMs § nillion as sales rose 8.6% to $840.6 million. 
ecoder, ‘owdown in quarter stemmed from reduced demand 
1 line, | pees materials and components, particularly 
1 7 for computer dise recorders, TDK said. 
r to First-half sales of magnetic tape gained only 
nel TDK said that while unit videotape sales rose 


ilt-in emsiderably, dollar volume was up only slightly as 

| ices dropped 15% from same 1984 period. Total 
"tape sales were up 6.9% to $192.2 million for 

er, TDK said its overseas sales were up 9.2% to 


. S40: 4 million, sales in Japan 8.2% to $438.2 million. 


on as ; 
ie [ 
cordet } Bush Industries blamed softness at retail for 


8% 2nd-quarter sales decline to $8.14 million. 
yy cttonic furniture maker's net for period was down 
ints I 7% to $254,000, after charge of $54,000 for 
ing of 2 plants and consolidation of production at 
6,000 sq. ft. facility in Jamestown, N.Y. 


3 = 
in a 
dg . Ha TIE Communications posted $40.1 million 
Ong 98 co ter loss after $40 million pretax writedown 
“ces fy ae telephone inventory of subsidiary 
‘tventorieg Company said swelling industry 
on M0y, es have cut market value of some phones 


y over last 9 months. 


, Apple 
down vP,8 exPects personal computer sales to be 
TE a wee quarter this year, he "tough times will 
ce into 1986," Pres. John Sculley told security 
&xpectatic Cal. last week. In keeping with those 
eas be vento ‘ons, he said, company will be holding down 
eo Jd thay 284 overhead to maximize profitability, 
59%" | Season yc tensive ad campaign of 1984 Christmas 
‘7 n't be repeated this year. 


wd 


SANYO p TV DIGEsT_ 
: UMPS 13 
Video ese 8mm DECK: F; 

utcheon : First blot on 8m 
announcement it eine last week with San wae 


Deck was fi 
Electroni as first shown at 1984 Winter Consumer 


displaye dmodel with as Vegas in 2 versions. Sanyo 


Sony shrugged off San i 
y yo move, 

— oF 3 8mm camcorder in U.S. lies Cortana ce 
sue me we re selling everything we can get.” 
Tata said Sony recently received approval from 
pk or increase in original allocation, and 
ee pl is flying shipments in to help meet demand. 

an for fall sale of Mini 8 record-only camcorder 
and companion portable deck, as well as home 8mm 


deck with digital audio i ; 
June 3 pl). o is unchanged, we're told (TVD 


At Canon, only company other than i 
portable 8mm deck on as Saar oy 
sales are in keeping with what we expected. We're 
not setting the world on fire, but we're doing okay." 
Deck is expected to be continued in line this fall 
after company introduces camcorder. 


In Europe, Philips says it's still sitting on 8mm 
fence. Company has "developed a new prototype, a 
2nd generation" camcorder, but won't be 
demonstrating it, adds: "There's no use to keep 
showing things we have not launched." Philips says it 
will be ready to sell 8mm when market is there. 

—_—_—— 


U.S. electronics indexes, to provide same kind 
of performance yardsticks as Dow Jones averages do 
for stock market, are in works by EIA Mktg. Services 
Dept. EIA now is asking manufacturers and 
importers to help it collect monthly data on 
shipments, incoming orders and unfilled orders for 
major industry segments -— consumer electronics, 
components, information and telecommunications, 
industrial electronics, govt. products and services. 
EIA MSD Staff Vp Clinton Lee said aim is to come up 


i i individual 
with overall index, plus indexes for in , 
ult will depend on degree 0 
pia aes es ed, He said non-EIA members aS 


ing invited to contribute, 


sea b 
cific timetable for launch but, 
Sul start compiling data before ‘ate * 
he expected monthly index figures wo 


publicly. 


0. 39 
oN ics Personals 
ronics Pe 
yor or Elect 


® 
ang iy 4 Ms con mirabelli promoted at Quasar from 
anthony to Consumer Eleetronies Group 
lan, piv. ge esponsibility for TV, video and audio 
AV" gts “a mas Lauterback, PR megr., adds 
at f soketiOg for customer relations... Einar Kloster 
g asibility il CEO, joins North American ; 
P Pre phir responsible for consumer 
ent for? 9s 35 a 4 electrical products groups, 
oy eo rronics Kenneth Meinken, retiring.Sept. 1... 
ng oF ceding NY ymoted at Pioneer Video from 
n't jie Fu mktg. dir. to sales vp, succeeding Whit 
fpsoet igned.-- Richard Pope, pres. of ALCOA 
gett, res alle COrP-» adds duties as chmn, of DBS 
0, ada gid ture ALCOA-NEC; Ryoji Tamura, 
Sout! soeivel nica Radio & Transmission Group exec. vp, 
gc Ane. appointed exec. vps: Motoyuki 
Fuly 0 ed : 2 oering and Robert Morrell, finance 
Now ta inistratiOn- 
‘scher advanced at NAPCE from sales 
lich aut mgr., Magnavox SE Div.; George 
aft: blay promoted to NE Div. gen. mgr.; Andrew 
trem or named national coordinator for Magnavox 
Entertainment Centers, new post... William 
) fom sh promoted at Unitech from national 
$199 “ioe mgr. to gen. MEr., responsible for service 
z to tions and physical plant and warehousing 
ts heilities... Seth Hochman, ex-Nagatronics, joins 
Tare tape storage cabinet maker Fisher as mktg. services 
OFS lon Kitzmiller advanced at EIA Mktg. 
grvices Dept. from Consumer Electronics Group 
services coordinator to CEG member services 
hat fir; Stephen Chappell promoted to MSD 


tions dir... Marty Blanchard, Ampex, named 
eis  § (4 Audio-Video Statistics Committee chmn., 
ting | seceding Ampex's Paul Weber, retired. 


Janice Whiffen, Vestron Video national sales 
fir., and Sharon Streger, creative services dir., 
mmed vps... Malcolm Reeve advanced to finance 
mp, Embassy Home Entertainment International... 
Vallery Kountze advanced at RCA/Columbia 
Pictures Home Video to mktg. vp, new post... Don 
tiward promoted at Thorn EMI/HBO Video to 


hi wntroller... Laura Rose named international 
lensing dir, MGM/UA Home Entertainment 
| .. Larry Brieloff named Movielab Video sales 
ind client services vp... Stephanie Murray named 
mgr., Pacific Arts Video Records... Diana 
%, unney joins Guild Home Video in U.K. as mktg. 


new Tony Wells, ex-WEA International, named 

ir, W post of Australia and New Zealand managing 
» Warner Home Video. 

Japane. = 

expang| se IC makers have cut back capital 

Said ite Plans, according to MITI. Govt. agency 

billion oy shows industry there will spend $2.42 

by $1.9 bil w plants and equipment this year, down 

Worldwig on, or 20.6%, from 1984. Because of 

d © IC market slump, MITI said, many 

aotned ene acturers have deferred previously 

More,” Production expansion programs by year OF 
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ee sc : 
Bestg Corp, pinnlits decoder is come-on Satellite 
wners to pro 0 use to attract home satellite 
offering next Sea ee service it hopes to start 
Company will suppl Pres. Holmes Harden said 


Ss uppl d ] 
ubscribers Sign Gaitine ee pa dale charge when 


Vi 
Customers © as many as 30 channels, though 
them. Als 


r sellin i 
Herne € service to new bu : ivi 
subs tanta on SBC will be "able va ht oan 
satellite dan onomic barrier" to continuation of 
paar ivered programming "after the onset of 
&, Harden said. Harden told us SBC hasn't 


decided which sera 
. serambli ' 
lined up decoder sapihee system to use, also hasn't 


Commodore unveiled new 2 i 
een Mes last week to Ce ae 
ane priced at $1,295 with built-in disc drive, but 
xcluding color monitor, won praise for color ; 

graphics and audio capabilities, but there was 
uncertainty over whether it was too much of a 
consumer machine for business users, too professional 
‘es consumers. Commodore said it would sell Amiga 
porate ee specialty stores, have 20 software 

es of its own at launch this fall, 50 by Jan., with 
additional programs to come from independent 
software houses. Commodore said it has capability 
of turning out up to 200,000 Amigas this year, but 
gave no sales forecast. Amiga's introduction will be 
bees by $25-$50 million ad campaign, Commodore 
said. 

Home Interactive Systems Div., created some 

16 months ago by North American Philips (TVD 
March 5 p15), and kept under wraps ever since, is 
slated to surface with first products this fall. What 
will be shown still isn't known, but clue comes from 
joint venture, New Media Systems, being launched in 
Japan by N.V. Philips and Kyocera. NMS will develop 
and produce variety of computer and related 
communications products, including CRT terminals 
for videotex and data base access, and is expected to 
supply NAP's HISD. 


German car audio manufacturing venture, 
capitalized at $810,000, is being launched by 
Matsushita Electric and subsidiary Matsushita 
Communications. It's to begin in Oct. with radio and 


stereo capacity of 80,000. 


Consumer Electronics is now 
available electronically via 
Newsnet! !itiite:: 
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jadcast = OUT: Federal court refuses JAPAN'S vcR EXPORTS to U.S. hit record 1.46 
2.014 a5¢ <i gs BID eww transfer of control in CBS; million in June, quarterly or ne a 
3233-590 1653 Or ae D Prices continued to decline. (Pp, 
id »<17 anc d eled. q - ; 
2,23 A} anc TV plants in Tenn. 
oo news ASSN. TARGETED by Lear ae cotton field, Oot G PROFITS in V pl year, MW 
11,757 009 eyENING Eee offer out tee pat Oven production set. (P, 11) 
14,811 (009 oe hio head Kizer fi . $ 
yA broadeast IKE CAMCORDERS, see them becoming 
14,789 gvA bro $ STORER OFFER by paying - ; Ber , slgniticana Bio tebe Will-aeos VAS ter Cone 
“= 171 oe KKR — ie $16. Comcast offer rejected. (P. 8mm coming up strongly. (P. 19) 
10,554,009 inc , . . ea 
abe: <£ OUGHT in House-Senate bills aimed INTERACTIVE VIDEO VERSION of ES CD player 
O BANS P. 5) ing developed by Matsushita, Philips, Sony. 
pORNO ©! able. ( being ee : 13) 
11,129 ‘radio and c work on dises. (P. 13). 
9:137 "000 st TV-Ta CARRY, won't try Warner, Polygram 
, . MUST- ’ 8 
MEE he won'T APPEAL Court. Repeal of compulsory SANYO TO MAKE VCRs HERE, in 1986, sees 
3 »000 FCC ‘ng rules to suit 000 units in first year, million 
rewriting ed. (P. 6) 500,000-600, 
7,741 licensing urge : and thereafter. (P. 13) 
1,753. 008 IDVID BILLS offered in rt a ronticadsatine! Cecteenken ep 
3,158,000 ANDATORY K eekly of education EMERSON EARNINGS from —~Gardner back in 
M wt 7 hours w ° June 30. Wells-G 
», 147,000 Senate requiring 7) 36% in quarter to i 14) 
programming. (P. by NRBA black. TI loss for quarter. (P. 
657,000 3 N. proposed by ; . is 3" thick, 
986 ,000 ER RADIO-ONLY ASS : h NAB offers 3 dates PHILIPS FLAT TUBE has 12 als veo being 
SUP | althoug cture. Color 
469,000 VAB and RAB are leery, roviding good b&w pi 
398 ,000 for joint meeting. (P. 7) aeveigeet in U.K. (P. 14) . 
| nents, who ced in U.S. this 
he = GETS FLAK frag MAG ee eee "HO" VHS RECORDER to be introdues 
851,000 RCA TSC as MAC-supe HQ in MTS version. (P. 
567,000 condemn data on N both systems equally month by JVC in 
436 ,000 standard misleading, say : ick succession 
compatible. (P. 8) as dealt 3 severe blows in ans Bat Turner 
; er _ W : acquire * vo i 
759,000) TURNER'S CBS BID STRIKES eit aie SOO oa i CBS but more likely will 
2000) wal fg ei he may inject some cash into a nev 30: (1) FCC 
ech oe ony San ene eel f each other July 30: oe vaken 
123,000 launch proxy fight at next CBS sto urred within hours : that 3 defensive eet in 
"000 - occ Bead! e ist. ‘ 
96,00 Two of 3 blows a ABS asking Fe token. Ou back 21% of its 
at rejected petition filed July 5 | ontrol from stoc blocking CBS plan to ired July 31. 
'y CBS constitute transfer of ¢ injunction eed, and it exp ing it 
0) temporary lan to proceed, ht, leading 
53,00 Atlan BS request for back p ber sought, 
79,000 “ock for $954.8 million. Decis dered -- more eet 25%. In surprise 
oF n 
CBS said 25,466,136 shares were te d shares by 
00) 2cide to Gee tooo cf tendered yuan of Federal statute 
16 On to decide to prorate repure ission, is a violation 
7,000 permissi 
3,00 


itten ‘ 
without wrl 
7 USC 194 et seq.). 
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jo0 ." "I see it becoming the 


gl-si2 


ases, t " "It's the 


: S is the future. A 
° Om . S size 
geo dete arte until one Cre: ih qimtastic potential." epee, uture and offers the 
4 mpete oe yee Ally: sell creset in $ Price comes down." Ngic 4, Se of tape... will 
$1,000 and d future, but will not sade HS decks,6 "8mm is the 72 tal orga Reg 
t, years out. Goo ? ot replace the separate camera typ € future, but it's about 2 
FI e. 
8 CD: Formal eff 
cTIVE VIDEO CD: Formal effort to SANYO! 
INT ae deo application standard for digital audio aii bana ae BE po ojrast reek 


ac te 
tsushita, Philips and Sony heading up hardware end 
roject, Warner Records and Philips's Polygram 


a eentrating on software. 


a 
" sad Dise (CD) format has been launched, with 
d 


Ma 


Compact Video, and Warner and Polygram have 
jgunched venture tentatively called TRG (The Record 
Group) to come up with programming. TRG hopes to 
have some 100 titles ready to back CV hardware 
jgunch, now expected some time in 1987. Envisioned 
ij include music videos, other entertainment 
material, educational and instructional shows, games 
wd data. This is unrelated to CD-ROM, which is 
computer data-only system due for introduction later 


this year. 


| __‘ CV discs aren't expected to have full video 
} notion display, instead will offer combination of still 
pictures and animated motion. They are slated to 
_ have audio-only compatibility with existing CD 


Working name for new system is CV, for 
, 
) 
, 


CY players will have built-in microprocessors, 
| parate audio and video outputs, control for 
_ | itteractive applications, which could be keypad, 
| - htystick or mouse. While it will be capable of playing 
audio CDs, intention is to market CV player 


‘Standard 
ts totally separate product. 


PY 


TF coma? it digital area, Japan's Digital Audio Tape 
| praise, it's understood, has Rareod to abandon 
willa to come up with single industry standard, now 
‘hea fe velop separate standards for rotary and fixed 
%5 ply, aS 48 we forecast last spring (TVD March 
Options Report on decision, discussing available 
» "5 '8 to be issued in fall. 
mae of Japan's hardware makers favor rotary on 
DAT pla “chnology is here now as VCR spinoff, so 
More ing’ Could be brought to market faster and 
ae Drime h, MSively in that format. JVC and Sharp 
Y Main} tea es of multitrack fixed head standard, 
ion op Jt, lends itself better to high-speed 
lf Consume. Software. So at this point, it looks as 
Day Prodes have format choice to make when 
finally reach market. 


+1] be here to stay if it ineo 
|, wit-tNeeds to be below $1,000, simmie oY features an 
MH, (Che space machines. Simple, cheap 8mm pla 

i eater majorit 

t's DU’ : ajority of 
put ; ath will follow papa 8mm won't be a ties , in full-sized V 
strene ad [cassette] and get the cost and size down," Util late 1986 or <r tng 


home 


Of 

Ne ; : 

a mynether_we_like it or not, the Japan : 

.. whet. Fe public will demand it. ese have decided that thi 
"2 
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d can dg : 
Perat _ oo GO everythin 
yback det less intimidating to look at — toe 

camera Desi ye emotes may sell 


1987." "Keep the 


’ Sanyo said i i i 
be shifted te U.S. ae some of its production will 


announced in Sept. or Oct. Hitachi said it 
currently had no plans to make VCRs here. 


Sanyo Pres. Kaoru Iue was quoted by spokesman 
as saying that producing VCRs in U.S. will help 
correct Japanese trade surplus. Company said it 
planned to build factory in U.S. for VCRs as early as 
1986, to produce 500,000-600,000 units in first year, 
with target of million annually thereafter. Company 
is believed to export more than half its VCR output 
to U.S. Sanyo (which makes Beta recorders) and 
Subsidiary Tokyo Sanyo (VHS) last year turned out 
nearly 3 million VCRs. Company didn't say which 
format will be manufactured in U.S. 


Hitachi's contribution to Japan's trade surplus 
reduction effort will be sharp jump in procurement of 
products and materials in U.S. and expansion of 
manufacturing activities here. Company has 
appointed team to boost purchases of American parts 
and equipment from current $260 million by spending 
additional $120 million by end of next year. It also is 
setting up $20 million foundation to fund research 
projects, scholarships and cultural and charitable 
programs in U.S. Hitachi, which already employs 
2,000 production workers in 10 U.S. plants, is setting 
up 3 new ones, ee anor as eae 

ility in Ky., IC wafer fabrication 
45 Site ai ‘product of 3rd haven't been 2 signe 
but it won't be for VCRs. Exec. Managing Dir. 
Kitamura, who conducted 4-city news a4 
rideorontereay if ee kes Nig ek a 
i 0 os 0 aie ? 
ae this moment we have no plans to produce 


in this market." 
VCRs in this m poe eae 


e to China is claimed by 


Universal Satellite Corp., N.Y. Dee pa an 
rojector firm. Pres. Henry ie Videomate 
envisions shipping minimum of 1, - 12 months 
env*otors for more than $5 million in next 12 mon 
one long-term contract signed with China, 
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merson posted opening fine 
records on continue 
lectronics operations, 
eek (see financial table). 


EMERSON NET UP: E 
quarter sales and e 
wth from consumer € 
company reported last w' ees 
lectronics earnings, aii a . 
pera ‘lion from $2.58 x rn) 
i i Consolidated ne was 
period ending J ing loss from medical equipment 
trimm 


ag utive 
_Gardner broke string of 5 consecul 
ay sal in period ended June 0 wie oh 
Sarid ‘$79 000, although it had aan me 
fs if. S off 4.1% to $5.£ 
sate 15.6% to $9.64 million for 6 


pepe eaten and state lottery displays. 


i % for 
i itor sales rose 49% in quarter, 19% 
; ox ewerel: sales of TVs assembled under 
eontract for Teknika were down 70% and 64% for 
those periods, and data display terminal volume was 
off 14% and 20%. 


Texas Instruments cited weakness in several 
of its major business areas, but particularly in 
semiconductors, in reporting $3.9 million 2nd-quarter 
loss. Revenue was off 15.6%. Indicating it expects 
no IC market recovery soon, TI said it planned to cut 
y 1,800 jobs, bringing layoff total so far this year to 
a nearly 4,000. TI said semiconductor industry is in 
‘- deepest recession since 1974 "and possibly the most 
4 severe” in its history, added trend is expected to 
a 
; 


continue through 3rd quarter. It said combination of 
reduced demand, lower selling prices and cost of new 
wafer fabrication plant resulted in quarterly 

. operating loss for its semiconductor business. 


Activision said it expects to report $2 million 
loss in opening fiscal quarter to June 30, down from 
$3.6 million deficit in same period last year. It said 
sales were about $3 million, down from $6.2 million. 

—_— 3 


N.V. Philips and Siemens cooperative IC 
| development effort won't be affected by recent link 
| between Siemens and Toshiba, Philips indicates (TVD 
July 15 p14). Philips-Siemens project involves 

production of ultra high density RAMs usi 
pews technology not currently used in 
. pon manufacturing. Philips points out that 
ris ncentrating on 1 MB static RAM, as opposed to 
Rig ic RAM that Siemens plans to make 
conntt ‘oshiba license. At same time, Siemens is 
ae Pak submicron work on 4 MB dynamic RAM 

PS Says will be successor to 1 MB RAM. 


; sya - New facility has 
amma tS, Capacity for about 325,000 oul sets 


> 


PHILIPS FLAT TUBE: Philips has jo; a. 
club with announcement that it has deve flat ty 
deep with 12" picture and normal resojut PCy, | = 
Redhill, England, labs. "The first fig¢ “ati '> 
monochrome tubes have been made " 2. - , 
"The problems of gain stability haya . 4 Philine 
and an acceptable operating life enn Overs 
obtained. The feasibility of achie Whe Mie 
been demonstrated." Company cautic 
no production plans, and for near 
only professional applications, 


Colo, 
future eq i 
Ong 


Tube has glass front, is vacuum se 
can. Electron beam travels from 
tube down back of tube to reversj lens 
that turns it 180°, deflecting it into fisiiaee botton, 
Frame deflection plates create field to Section, 
forward to electron multiplier that ioe 
several hundred times, accelerating beam ‘<8 Curren 


tt 


to pao L- 

sereen. hosp, Dawso" 
Resolution and gray scale Coot 

are " ; 

TV applications," says Philips, adding that it Mar 
studying several methods for providing colo, bee, nea 
Company says "ultimate tube desi aid! — 
sequential color selection," made particulariy <a 
appropriate by low deflection voltages ang high Dubee! 
picture brightness characteristic of system, Philig ae 
is studying possibility of applying principle to suo, siege A 


professional applications as data display. 
——jj 


ei 


Japan and Korea voiced strong objections to | ® — 
planned Jan. 1 hike to 14% from current 8% in 
Europe's duty rate on VCR imports (TVD July 29 99) 
and said they would seek rollback. Both countries co 
said they would ask EC ministers to reconsider mj “HeY 
Korea indicated it might impose higher duties i Y°" 
other restrictions on imports from Europe in em 
retaliation. Japanese manufacturers indicated that Ftee 
they probably would react by increasing productions weak 
their VCR assembly plants in Europe, generally comp 
acknowledged that rate increase would add to poter 
existing excess capacity problems in Japan. have 
for & 


China's hold on new orders for consumer acce} 
electronics imports (TVD July 22 p18) is having nlitng 
impact on Japanese manufacturers. hf Stal 
estimated to be supplier of 1 million of the 3 ert . pe : 
color sets China has agreed to buy from Japan?"” | Otak 
9 months this year, says it will reduce color aml | folle 
production by 30% from current 3.2 million dum, 
rate after current contracts with China = | Mane 
completed this fall. Similar announcements*® | gy 
expected from other major Japanese compame® cum} 

Case 
Japa 
Sie 
vid 
ari, 
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Pioneer has agreed to supply car ster’? 
know-how and production to -_ 
Autovox of Italy, new venture of locally 
Autovox and state-run electronics investment 


manufacture of tal audio dise 
throughout Bee 
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Mitsubishi and NEC are filing court challenges 
_ to International Trade Administration finding that 
they exported TVs to U.S. at less than fair value in 
year to March 31, 1981 (TVD June 10 p14). In its 
final dumping determination for that period, ITA said 
‘it found Mitsubishi sets had weighted average 
dumping margins of 0.54%, NEC 0.86%. As margins 
we larger than the 0.5% ITA considers minimal, both 
“ompanies are required to post cash bonds to cover 
dumping penalties on future imports and 
" been dropped from list of firms being considered 
exclusion from dumping case. Found with no, or 
Rta margins during period were General, _ 
stil] JVC, Matsushita, Sanyo and Toshiba. ITA is 
ahora Sharp's case, so it wasn't among 
finding fo included in determination. No-dumping 
or that period had been issued previously for 
f ading, which exports sets made by Orion. In 
ollowup issued ez 2 d 
dumping b last week, ITA said it found no 
March $) Y Otake on sets exported in year ending 
thead on % 1982. ITA spokesman said agency is year 
number on €-Orion because company has Limited 
as Models and does little business in Japan, 
Yepanese mais complicated than those involving 
rs. 


IB ; at 
[tives vs Phasing out production of 5.25" dis¢ 


Py} drives 94 pouded development work on advance 
| ide a Boulder, Colo., plant. Move is seen a5 3.5" 
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picture i ERE IN SEPT.: JVC wi 
July 29 P14) to Ta deity” VHS recorder (TVD 
- in sm iti 
Isaacson, Hist eats to National VCR Men gan 
uilt~in multi Odel will be VHS Hi-Fi unit wi 
sea About 30nct Sound targeted at around $900 
$100 ea into distribution here, 


ll start shipping 


ith, whose VCRs are ad 
JVC, said HQ models aren't scheduled for Me: 


Hametz said he knows ini 

, of no definite schedule to 

introduce HQ, but pointed out JVC is subsidiary of 

d assumed future Panasonic 

models would incorporate picture improvements. In 

time, they're expected to spread to all VHS brands. 
—_—y—_. 


; Montgomery Ward is discontinuing catalog 
business as part of strategy to focus on retail store 
business. Company, which along with Sears and J.C. 
Penney, was one of Big 3 national general 
merchandise catalog marketers, said its last full book 
would be issued in Dee. and that it expects to be out 
of catalog sales by end of 1986. MW said catalog 
operation "has incurred significant losses in recent 
years." Phaseout will eliminate about 5,000 of 
company's 78,000 employes. Ward's fall-winter 
catalog was slimmer than usual, had no consumer 
electronics, but company said that category would be 
especially strong in Christmas book (TVD July 8 p14). 


Thermomagnetic optical erasable data disc 
system developed by Kodak subsidiary Verbatim has 
claimed storage capacity of 40 Mbytes on 3.5" dise, 
or about 40 times that of conventional magnetic — 
disc. System uses laser beam to heat thin magnetic 
film on transparent disc, plus coil to orient magnetic 
particles upward or downward. In read mode, laser 
passes through disc, is rotated either clockwise = 
counterclockwise when it hits magnetized ee 2. 
produce binary output. Verbatim says it expec 
have evaluation samples available next ae # 
estimates it could sell recorders in OEM quan 
$300 each, dises at $20. 

ions known to be broadcasting 

Stereo 7 Sia ek end, including first one ~~ 
numbered f uring music videos an 
k Ine., ape an 

2 ich.), says it wi 
Ont. (U.S. address, Romulus, a robe technology 
stereo converters ane in Recoton converter (TVD 
: of $129 (Canadian). In 
ed for stereo next 


ing Aug. 9 and 


) 
series gh Leger! 14 will be in stereo. 
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ics Companies 
Reports of pagar week. Dash 


Amounts expressed 


240,959 
14,982 
81,723 


#o June - 


1985-atr- os %s 


(13,699,000) 


166 , 450,000 
143,728,000 
87,999,000 
80,538,000 
27,500,000 
19,690,000 
6,574,000 
5,600 ,000 
100 ,880 ,000 
61,450,000 
‘ et 6,039, 982 ,000 
; > 6,069,912 ,000 
: 5 3,125,289 ,000 
3 2 ania 
: : 3 ,000 
83 000 
+ 211,598,000 
nil = 
Taian 
38,888 ,000 
34,723,000 
22,317,000 
20,008,000 
162,368,000 20,454,000 
145 061 ,000 17,769,000 
88,501 000 12,823,000 
79,173,000 10,737,000 
$36 892,000 16,385,000 
398 ,861 ,000 11,776,000 
000 4,852,000 
000 3,553,000 


(21,645,000) 
(15,703,000) 
(15,885,000) 
(1,131,000) 


exas Instruments 
1985-6 mo. to June 30 


MO. to June 30 
1985-qtr. to June 30 
T. to June 30 


5,200,000 
165,700,000 
(3,900,000) 
85,900,000 


ited Cable Ty 
1985-year to May 31 
984-year to May 3] 


10,542,000 
3,935,000 


ited T 
1985-6 LV iSton 


mM. to June 
1384-6 0. to June 20 


88 88 8888 8888 


3,034,000 
(3,267,000) 


company & Period Revenues 


vision (cont'd) 
to June 30 
to June 30 


le 
united Te 

1985-atr- 
1984-atr - 


*Restated. »Adjusted. “Exclud 
“Includes special cy 


21,876,000 
21,522,009 


lotes: 
ee qance revenues. 


special charge. 
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sueyuki Hirooka shifts from Sh gfe gt 12, 
Information Systems Group to Sharp pic?) GU 
(U.S.), aS pres., succeeding Kazuo Kubp Png 


edit setanc 
» & Af te 


w post of chmn... Bill Jeffrey pro, Who m9, 
wK.'s Sinclair Research from m yP mean & Brod dcast 
and communications to CEO, succee ding for ae 
Sinclair, who also is slated to vacate chmn, ) caIRNE eee 
next month in favor of investor Robert \y moan oi é | Poon 
Sinclair will concentrate on new product Lie fikely D® 


development... Glenn World, ex-Dockside Sale, 
joins Zenith as region sales mgr. for Ark., La. 
and Tenn., succeeding John Mathieu, retired. » Mig, 
Tork Johnson advanced to operations analysis ee 
internal audio dir.; Timothy Ostrowski nameq 
cable products controller, succeeding Johnson; 
Benjamin Forcey appointed CRT operations 
controller; Robert Beebe named System & 
Components Group controller. 


g& CABLE 
6 systems 
93,914,785 pa 


RIVERA RES 
Albertson. 

Minoru Yoshimura, Konica U.S.A. pres., 
named to board of Japanese parent, Konishirok 
Photo Industries... William Sick, Texas Instrument | 
Semiconductor Group pres., elected a dir... Hein 
Tomfohrde promoted at Union Carbide to pres. of 
new consumer-industrial products and services guy 
in reorganization; Robert Kennedy named group — 
pres. for chemical and plastic operations... Michal 
Feniello, ex-Valley Audio, appointed Sony | 
Professional Audio Div. national product mgr... 
William Winter promoted to Birdview Satellite 
Communications national sales mgr... David Mom’ 


(*STURNER BU 
pillion, to se! 
gai ns access 
FCC PREEM 
Cable petitic 
is released. 


MORE ONE 
courts and F 
Detroit com 


joins Brooks Satellite as controller. | NAB SURVE 
; 5 4 ..., | Opposition t 
Court Shannon promoted at Karl-Lorim# =|  underwritin 


Home Video from mktg. vp to exec. vp, Har 
Weitzberg, former eles #6 named sales ot ee 
exec. vp; Francie McBride advanced from : 
services dir. to mktg. dir.; Kevin aes lite 
promoted from national accounts exec. ahs 
Marilyn DiGirolamo, Vestron admin. dir., | od 
Nana Greenwald, Film Evaluation Dir., er 
vps... Jon Barbour named sales promory Krug 
RCA/Columbia Pictures Home Video; = Kat! 
appointed west region accounts mgr--- ideo, fo 
and Bill Karl, ex-Karl-Lorimar Home Vi?) eat’ | 
home video software production compro AI 
Al Crane resigns as sales vp of Metro V video, | deen 9 lo 
Coast operations... Jon Peisinger, Vestron ars » Conga 
elected chmn. of Academy of Home Lise a 
eH Leonard White, CBS/Foxe Tho at 
oducts Div., vp; Nicholas San : A Pa 
EMI/HBO Video, | treas.; Ben Tenn, een s ¥ 
Video, secy... David Rozalla, Warner ssh i. 
elected chmn, of British Videogra™ 4 
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1 a. es - Cable $ 
for py | onder Consumer Electronics 
Ve DOCTRINE INQUIRY ENDS with FCC TV 
Post AlRNE decision on codification. Court challenges alec slightly, VCRs off in July. Camera 
Vel] saly put Congress stands firm. (P. 1) falamnat aie oe ed level. Color inventories drop 
les s MTV? Offers for Warner Amex and MTV VCR ‘ 
.. Mi WHO pecipeah as Ross makes his move on American U.S DILEMMA: Overproduction and price cuts lead 
> Mis. yetworks S\ to till Mpletare eA ee) U.S. Marketers to squeeze suppliers, threaten to pla 
S and gepress. Viacom IS P Pik the Korean card.’ (P. 10) fs 
2d BLE FACTBOOK OUT: New volume shows TANDY W : : 
: 1 ec si274,771 basis, up 4.6% bugs jlaing operation with Ste Applance unt. 
° IN 5° a f e unit. 
93,914,785 pay units, up 20.5%. (P. 4) Radio Shack to add home dish. (P. tp 
ERA RESIGNS FROM FCC to join Dow, Lohnes & MERGERS CAUSING RESTRUCT 
pectson. No clear-cut choice for successor. (P. 4) video software industry. ena aby italenan 
combine music units. Other activity. (P. 13) 
»ku RNER BUYING MGM/UA STUDIOS for $1.5 
ment © silion, to sell off United Artists for $470 million, ITC RULES INJURY IS LIKELY for U.S. IC makers if 
einn T sins access to host of films. (P. 5) Japanese are dumping. Justice Dept. probing 
a TE Hitachi's IC selling practices. (P. 13) 
S group | FCC PREEMPTS STATES ON DATA, acting on Cox 
Up Cable petition. Decision's impact unclear until text MAY COLOR TV IMPORT rise caused by increase in 
ichael 1 isreleased. (P. 6) chassis & kits. Set imports showed decline. (P. 14) 
| MORE ON EVENING NEWS: Battle continues in MORE COMPETITION TO RETAILERS coming from 
, T courts and FCC on L.P. Media effort to take over cable as Popingo sets up for sales. Jones Intercable 
orvia ‘Detroit company. (P. 6) VCR effort apparent success. (P. 14) 
3 i . 

_ | NABSURVEY OF PTV OFFICIALS finds strong PRICE-CUTTING HELO oa apt Ama 
opposition to ads, preference for current enhanced dollar volume to 28 Yo last year alt ~— met 
underwriting rules. (P. 7) shipments jumped 53%, ITA reports. (P. lo 
a } ion i ber of media 
ative | FCC OFFERS 'INDICTMENT' OF FAIRNESS DOCTRINE: vosron Se FCC 

_. | utlets assures that differing viewpoints will find public expression without g0Ve ne year 
s dir Ang. 7 | : ‘al inquiry into fairness doctrine begun last yeo'- 
eee.) concluding controversial inquiry hich requires broadcasters 

a luminous record compiled during inquiry shows that doctrine +a - ne pr igema effect, 
, me sh hamid eames and present ea bier fo of Comr. Rivera (see story 
ger ceuuission said at meeting that served as backdrop for resign 
Ap “sewhere in this issue). 
| +o ired) by 1959 
| a eee + was codified (require ; 
pee anne stopped well short of deciding whether doctrin’ "i iy, Paimess doctrine “has 
), Na a to Communications Act, Key a eT tenet of broadcast regulation in or 
ae Congress hes shoo administrative poey ” a ithe many described as frank admission © 

(\ has shown an intense interest," FCC sa1¢ ™ 
A without written permission, is a violation of Federal statute 


J 
f 

( 

| 


Copyright © 
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res_are_immediat ign, Asher said, indj Swi 
However, not Sit ee could ride same ad campaign, » INdicateg samt 


Worth was made so ites MeDuff stores are 


are likely to be ma 


renaming of all VC outlets, "that hasn t been 


AUGus, 


e candidates for transformation. Xy op 2 
Witoh , = 

opened in other VC areas, Ag rate aL > « orn e 
determined yet. ey 2 pleted 


shape ta 
ie, ted less than ; Fat core 
isition has been € vee eathusiage: , ee 
poet acknowl ee HV Pe been consistent money loser in its 4 years ay bh consi 
y 


financial communit 


idiary. Asher sai 
al be prafitable when Tandy 


d Tandy feels that it has 


names, new products, including be 


eontinue its video software se 
hardware,” Asher told us. 


be changing : 
Asher said, noting that with 


Scott was drummed out of NATM Buyi 


handle on problems, will solve them = 
s fiscal year ends next June 30. 


that AR Esasitio 


; ree prea  s 
dy, will involve broadening VC's line, adq; throug? “4 
Revamping, which has started aa, home audio and entry into car ateren® “ahi pcasee 
: ' Asher said. Also coming are microwave ovens a me vide 
areas we know something abot N 7 effort, but we will put greater emphasis »; ee y a od t 
Also 

us i independently, but that mcm/™. 

t are functionin relatively ind 1 6 Nagin Probab Turner is 
At resent, AHY an a, can tell, there will be pereet interaction hetweea the acquire 2 
° 4 ere j i (9) ve ‘ r ete 
AHV acquisition only just signe , plans n N finalize, ; — si 

Group last month, and Asher said Tandy ig jp, t»8* “° 
- at ide to stay independent. "When you put In ot 

bershi ssibilities but may well deci ay hes, they) 

7 Py ced Seated main you have sales of between $200 million and $250 million at retail, .- Bertelsm 


System will list at $1,995. 


Videocassette grade labeling standardization 

effort is being launched by ITA, which plans to form 
Video Technical Committee charged with coming up 
with definitions for variety of names used for tape 
types now on market. Aim, according to ITA Exec. 
Vp Henry Brief, is to "remove the confusion from the 
marketplace" caused by manufacturers who use "their 
own criteria” in deciding whether to designate their 
tapes as standard, high grade, super high grade, hi-fi, 
ete. Brief said standardization plan is being started 
at suggestion of several ITA member companies. 
Envisioned, he told us, are minimum performance 
requirements by grade in such areas as video and 


audio frequency response, video signal to noise ratio 
and dropouts. 


Ad notes: Sony assigns Video Div. PR to 
Robert Henkel & Assoc... Atari names Humpal, 


Leftwich, Luack & Sinn, Palo Alto, Cal., replacing 
Goodby, Berlin & Silverstein, which resigned account 


last spring... Luskin's names Gordon H. Wolfe & 
Co. for financial PR. 


that gives us a buying clout that's relatively equal to anyone else in the marketplace,” he saiq 


¢ 

. : . 7 . ye © . . T plans to add shoe : 
k, meanwhile, isn't being neglected either. He said Tandy bot | 

100 ane cates this year plus about 40 new computer centers. Hot new product in le 
RS stores will be introducing this fall is home satellite receiver with 8.5-ft. dish antem 
Company has been selling 8.5-ft. and 10.5-ft. dish systems to RCA distributors and indepeniet 


Radio Shack stores through Tandy Distributor Products, now will add them to own outlets. 


ystem, id, ign imple do-it-yourself installation, cons 
New system, Asher said, has been designed for simpl 
with instructions on videocassette. System has self-leveling motorized dish that covers fil 


180-degree arc, prewired plug-together cable harnesses, and receiver jack for — 
decoder. Dish control has solid-state memory that contains location of all major mere 
user need only find one and identify it, and system automatically programs itself for 


RCA ow! 
Internati 
countries 
Switzerl: 
and vider 
annual sz 
distribut 
notes. C 
Tex., has 
R.L 
satellite 
family h 
solicit o 
franchis 
TVRO e 
Demise of 5.25" floppy disc format wn Pee 
step closer with Control Data announcemt'™ i half we: 
will drop drives at end of this year bees#* ta $3.62 bi 
demand and intense price ak ¥ j consult: 
drive supplier to computer OEMs, frives. oC except 
concentrate on producing hard mages ves early Hughes 
ended its own production of 5.29 from Taiwals Slipped 
year, has since been sourcing wo 's announce ‘ 
Tatung and Hong Kong's Lafe. to halt 5-25" ee 
followed by week IBM's decision v5 - 8Dplian, 
Emerson sold more than ood 10° 3% af June, . 
TVs in fiseal year to March 31, annual rR Produn 
million market, company says TCR markets © to put 
also claims it captured 3% of Emers0r Sed Supe 
works out to 261,000. In audio, ©" | iapact . Billier 
holds more than 15% of market ho Jan 5, 
10% of clock radios. a, ; “ms ® 
rvertioe’ a 2 ae 
GE 8mm camcorder is Res de 


cassette, ete.) at $699. 


"complete package" (battery. chart 7 a 


la 
"ag ol 2: por? 
te FALL: Pri ine 
RICES : Frice cuttin 
ble tJ Zp.0 pY pati out of video and audio Sasser yaken 
Neg. oF gue i p12) has extended to another Magnetic VD 
“tt | py ee computer discs -- according to figure 
Qt ped A, Based on sales of reporting members ; 
fon from 2 of member estimates for all other Bese 
r 809, gree os, ITA says that while dise unit Sales jum 
¥ aa to 334.8 million last year from 219.6 million a 
B * alue of factory shipments was up just 28% ¢ - 
a 1909 million from $447.5 million. 
Nth 
, A indicates 1984 was 2nd straight year of 
Cones are flat sales for 8" dises, which had 0.7% 
She” nae rise to 55.4 million from 55 million, and 
Cts t, 04% value decline to $112.5 million from $131.5 
Sion. Sales of 5.25" dises rose 64.8% to 271.3 
rilion from 164.6 million, but value increase was 
‘nt peld to 39.1%, rising to $439.5 million from $316 
R and aillion. Appearing in report for first time was new 
arged 5" dise, adding 8.1 million to industry's unit volume 
2 op jost under $21 million to factory value. : 
S 
run Figures indicate that price of average flo fell 
5% 16.2% last year to $1.71 from $2.04 in 1983, ae 
S. jecline would have been 17.2% to $1.69 without 
any inclusion of new 3.5" dises. Value falloff was shared 


nearly equally by industry's 2 established sizes, as 
average value of 8" dise declined 15.1% to $2.03 from 
$2.39, while average for 5.25" was down 15.6% to 
$1.62 from $1.92. ITA says totals include 
- manufacturer and private-brand sales as well as sales 
to duplicators, 
———e 


It will take fast footwork to make full rounds of 
major electronics shows in Far East this fall, as 3 of 
 ¢events in Korea, Japan and Taiwan overlap. Here's 
 tundown: Hong Kong Electronics Fair, Exhibition 

Center, Oct. 2-4; Japan Audio/Video Fair, Oct. 

\ +i, Tokyo; Taiwan Electronics Show, Oct. 14-20, 
_ Taipei; Japan Electronics Show, Oct. 17-22, Osaka; 
horea Electronics Show, Oct. 18-23, Seoul. Season 
Actually is kicked off on other side of world by 


4 biennial Internationale Funkausstellung Aug. 30-Sept. 
8 in Berlin, 


4 a USSR placed order for 4,000 Japanese MSX 
~"Mputer systems for use in grade schools. Yamaha 


. * Supply computers, Star will furnish printers under 


q Riki Contract that includes software 
; nec Russian specifications. Lifting of ban en 
: nonmilit ersonal computers an 
Peenerals to East Bloc bouton was approved, with 
Coonfingen Dept. blessing, by 14-nation 
Controls ing Committee for Multilateral Export 
earlier this year (TVD Feb 11 p15). 


Carefully sid 

un estepping proposals that it urge | 
rs urers to produce clear capable of decoding 
3 AM stati ee systems, NAB Radio Board called on 
Parliest ons "to provide stereo service... at the 

and "epee sole date," pledged to promote growth , 
pork mien up AM stereo service to the public and to 
idelity of Manufacturers to improve "quality and 

AM radio receivers." 


. 


~~ 


RECORDED LA TV DIGEST_15 
€ unveiled NK' TAPE 
at oo New 3M . 
SSN. convention ©, 729 Video Software Serre’ 
Scotch EXG pic 2 Washington Toe the ae 


igh- : 
Prerecorded with es wa pocassette that is 


€ recorded our of trailers for 
. assett 
.) Previews, then pe at regular blank price, 
ary blank ape and use it as 
3M pl 
each ieee to 
Suppliers, 


bring out new 

er, icipation ; 

Fie eealiore ee free to program 

~~ Vontinental, IVE, Karl-Lorimar 

Leisure Produete yee amount, Prism, Thorn EMI, 3M 
" estron, Vidamerica, each limited 

reeviews has 64 min. of recorded 


Video Project M i j 
wil he ended a Robert Kline told us Freeviews 
ributors. Freeviews cassettes com 

aga tae € prepack 

a display Cartons of 10 VHS T-120 or ita eco eiy 
apes, both listing at $9.99. They use same packaging 

as 3M's unrecorded EXG blanks except for 

aepoand notifying shopper that cassette contains 

We ais tree with table of contents. Packed 

ide cassette box is checklist of rogram 
previewed. ‘ : 


SHADOW MASK PROBLEM: Commerce Dept. has 
granted BMC Co. (formerly Buckbee-Mears) 
emergency permission to import spécialty steel 
needed to make shadow masks for color TV tubes. 
Without permission, Gen. Mgr. Paul Wikerd is quoted 
as saying, shadow mask operation would have been 
forced to shut down by Labor Day under voluntary 
steel restraint agreement between U.S. and Japan, 
idling 200 workers. BMC said it was unable to find 
domestic supplier for type of steel it buys from Japan 
and Europe for masks. 


BMC is only coe i easrhy mise 
rin U.S. RCA makes them for own 

i ae on imported steel. RC A official 
said it was evaluating its position to determine 
whether to request exemption, and at same oe was 
working with U.S. steel makers toward possible 
domestic availability. RCA said per 's no 
"immediate urgency” in its steel situation. 


i ine’ shadow masks to U.S. 
Other companies supplying shado' 
color tube manufacturers are Philips in =a Lash 
Dai Nippon Printing, Dai Nippon Sereen 
Printing in Japan. . 
arte 
ters from Daewoo have st 
i ee oe being sold here by omer Edge. 
iy 
aM _compatibie model lists at en cone - 
roduced at rate of aa beara ro apm 
being sold pe and Australia, under Daewoo name 
m ’ 


elsewhere. 
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nics Personals 


Consumer Electro 
erson, more 


Jim aa ’ aa 2e 
recently head of 0 
sales pen mktg.- YP, ile Rooney P 
has left company” asst. ge 

ice 


Electronic eda : from district sales mM Consumer 
gion... Art Olson nam ei er *G 

sae TV-video i 
t; Charles 


and administration 
lations mgr., Jeff 


Marino promoted to Essex Video mktg. vp; 
ae Y Cecmat national sales mgr., advanced 
to retail sales vp of EV's distribution subsidiary 
Target Video, replacing Marino... Glenn Ross 
advanced at RCA/Columbia Pictures Home Video 
mktg. dir. to mktg 
Woodburn, ex-K-Tel International, named Bellevue 


Home Entertainment pres.; Steven Ferguson 
. vp; Blain Parsons 


mgr., moves to sister company Astral F 
as senior vp... Nancy Tenenbaum 


Enterprises sete 
advanced at CBS/Fox Video to program acquisition 
mgr. 


ee 


oo 


- 


Micic, ITT Semiconductor Group 
Worldwide gen. mgr., adds title of ITT Europe vp... 
Donald Atwood, General Motors exec. vp, named 
pres. of Hughes Electronics, which will combine 
a> oy Aireraft's electronics operations with GM's 
Deleo following GM's scheduled $5 billion acquisition 
of Hughes... Ronald Whigham advanced at Comdial 
from exec. vp to pres., succeeding Ted Westfall, 
who continues as chmn. 

—_s——_- 


N.Y. Home Video Market, first of planned annual 
series of hardware and software shows for trade and 
rc a rN is slated for April 17-20 at Javits 
bo pase Center, still under construction. NYHVM 
: open about week after center. Promoters hope 
: draw. rh at an ritony, 4,000 trade 

presentatives ,000-15,000 on last 2 da 
we it's opened to public, according to deokertas 
or manager, National Exposition Co. 


Matsushita Communications Ameri 
. . m i 
eat of ence Japan, will eee st 
ction in U.S. to include car stereos f 
ae telephone equipment. Plant, reat ioe in 
oe + near but unconnected with Matsushita 
¢ Corp. of America's TV assembly facility in 


Cellular ake ee Produces mobile 


SS . SS. 
: oe ure 


* 
-* 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronje« 


in 
Teele eainieiliea are Ua ZA 
indicates PSS Line. Amount | @Z2 


in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. Anounts . Day 
a 


Company & Period 


ivision 
Nee esarts to June 29 


1984-qtr. to June 30 


scan a 
985-6 mo. to ae - Bt, 7 34.000 - 
g4-6 mo. to June »709,000 4 
Rene to June 30 32,295 000 a auGust 9 
1984-qtr. to June 30 24,401,000 : 
Esquire Radio & Roe 
985-6 mo. to June ,006 ,700 
1984-6 mo. to June 30 10,174,300 groadcas 
1985-qtr. to June 30 768,500 
1984-qtr. to June 30 120,200 cc's idee 
rs an 
loss Video jJea e 
985-6 mo. to June 30 11,624,136 pac t proad 
1984-6 mo. to June 30 8,960,418 . 
1985-qtr. to June 30 4,156,441  qizeR ST Rit 
1984-qtr. to June 30 4,469,447 a y profits wi 


gender offer 


MCA 
1985-6 mo. to June 30 847,951,000 
1984-6 mo. to June 30 741 ,630,000 INTV RAISI? 
1985-qtr. to June 30 Pyne ‘gmposing spe 
1984-qtr. to June 30 349,189,000 stations pla 
Meredith t 
1985-year to June 30 474,921,000 LOEWS EYE 
1984-year to June 30 450 ,623 ,000 a \ to be for in’ 
1985-qtr. to June 30 120,302 ,000 4 
g4-qtr. to June 30 116,631,000 4 
ss * HBO SCRA 
Satellite Syndicated Systems contends H 


14,885,000 
12,927,000 

6,626,000 
6,248,000 


1985-6 mo. to June 30 


d e ers al 
1984-6 mo. to June 30 Jecod 


1985-13 wk. to June 29 


1984-13 wk. to June 30 AD-SUPPC 


Notes: "Includes special credit. “Restated. 
ee | 

Getting key Hong Kong workers to accept jt! 
China can be expensive proposition for multinatioe 
corporations, according to study by consultat 
Co. Wyatt says various types of nonproduction 
fulltime of 
ding it 
necessary to offer incentives to attract 
are viewed as hardship posts. Among such offset 
wage bonuses of up to 50%, compensation 
extra tax liabilities, accommodation"? 
extended vacations and transportation COs | 
Complete study on personnel practices ry yoo! 
$250 from Wyatt, 90 Park Ave-, N.Y. 


Obituary 


—) 4 

Philip Estridge, 47, and wife Marys 
July 26 crash of Delta jet at Dallas-E 41! 
airport. Estridge directed developm® in 
launch of IBM's first personal compute’ gallly 


was named pres. of Entry Systems arsconti : 


: 


handle PC products, including now 8 
computer, PCjr. Early this ye@; a m 
corp. vp overseeing IBM's worl 


activities, > 


sporitative Service for Broadcasting, 
aulied Fields. 


Te 
4nd 


groadcast - Cable 


«'s KTTL(FM) DECISION SCORED by Jewish 
A -s and blacks who decry ‘protected speech’ of 
cis proadeasts. (P. 1) 


zen STRIKES BACK AT ENA, alleges in suit that 
- profits were diverted to cover newspaper losses. 
tender offer halted. (P. 3) 


INTV RAISING MUST-CARRY WAR CHEST by 
ing special levy. General managers of 100 
stations plan strategy in Chicago. (P. 5) 


LOEWS EYES 15% SHARE OF CBS in purchase said 
eH to be for investment only. (P. 5) 


HB0 SCRAMBLING CRITICIZED by dish group that 
contends HBO is breaking word by encrypting before 
decoders are available. (P. 6) 


] ap-supPORTED CABLE CHANNELS fastest 
growing of all TV viewing, CAB says; networks' 


- prime audience in cable homes put at 17%. (P. 6) 
“Fee URGED TO RECRAFT ITFS ORDER: Point 
system, definition of local entities, prove most 

| controversial. (P. 7) 


bl pager) — 1 


CHOICE CHANNEL CONTRACT DENIED: AT&T 
‘says it wouldn't co-locate switch facilities with 
it _ LA.-based pay-per-view service. (P. 7) 


FCC SCORED FOR NOT FAULTING 


black leaders greeted Aug. 14 release of FCC order desig 


| tenewal bid ity, Kan., whic 
of KTTL(FM), Dodge City, Anti-Defamation League 0 


e" by ruling that such "vile... Pact 


asurrection and violence against minorities. 
. ommission "is sending a dangerous messag 
et protected by First Amendment. » 

issues: Whether it failed to maint 


cS 
able, Consumer Electronics 


SUMMARY-INDEX OF WeEK 


Station thus goes : 
ain proper issues/program list an 


ro 
Charles and Nellie Babs possess required good character. 


Published 
Weekly Since 1945 


GEST 


With Consumer Electronics 
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Consumer Electronics 


VCR IM 
die: Ne JUMPED 92.6% to 1.36 million in 
ee ea 0 al color shipments hit record 1.14 
. yvisions now lead b&w imports. (P. 9) 


AB 
treatm Senne: eee CBS still can't see it; 

. asting, covering 63% , 
population. NBC leads with 35 outlets. ©. 1% “3 


ZENITH PUSHES STEPUPS in i 

1 PS in introducing lin 
emphasizing 20" and 27" Rae tic 
stereo. Summer color business good. (P. 11) j 


G&W MOVES INTO CASSETTE duplicati 

plication and 
manufacture through purchase of interest in Bell & 
Howell/Columbia Video Services. (P. 12) 


CORDLESS PHONE MODIFICATION to be provided 
free by Uniden, AT&T, ITT to eliminate risk to 
hearing caused by earphone ringers. (P. 12) 


DUTCH PHILIPS EARNINGS down. Marantz predicts 
breakeven. Recoton, BSR reports. (P. 13) 


SINCLAIR RESEARCH sale collapses on basis of 
accountant's report. British chain orders $13 million 
in Sinclair computers and TV sets. (P. 13) 


$80 MILLION LOSS expected by Commodore in 
quarter, including $50 million inventory writedown. 
Breakeven seen by year's end. (P. 14) 


KTTL(FM) BROADCASTS: Uproar from Jewish and 


ating for comparative hearing license 
RR d 264 hours of broadcasts advocating 
f B'nai B'rith said 
ist" programming 1s 
hearing only on 2 
d whether licensees 


h aire 


into comparative 


eting much national and 


ars, attra ; 
Con KTTL case had been hanging at FCC nearly = ie Commission vote several times but 


é “Peatedly was pulled from agenda. When FCC 


| f° vright © 


heduled f 


ional interest. Last year, case Was © finally did vote 0 


April (TVD April 29 p6), there 


without written permission, is & violation of Federal statute 


i i m, 
iE usc, 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any for 
} a : 01 et 5€q,), 


—— = ~=—6E 
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yok G ON PHILIPS: Ro ate giles from 

g APT ican operations, notably semiconductor 
‘ ampeticS (TVD July 22 p12), was major factor 
gaket *eoline in 2nd-quarter net income of N.V. 
ig 7 C Netherlands, despite 12.8% rise in sales 
ancial table). Company now says it won't 
(see oo i recast of gradual increase in profit for 
ae yess there's recovery 1n U.S. 
J 


_quarter performance dragged down 
profits 20%, while sales for period rose 

na nilips said good sales in most other groups 
13. ee ed for disappointing U.S. results "in the 
com and vision sector," with worldwide home 
snk cs operation showing above-average growth 
elec result of strong sales of CD players, VCRs and 

5s ~» cassette recorders, despite "virtually 

ie ting market for color TV sets." Operating 
ee increased in Europe and Latin America, fell 
ig U.S. and Canada. 


philips said it has reduced employes worldwide 
6,500 since Jan. 1, "entirely in plants which 
nee for the North American market and which 
ire located in the U.S.A., Canada, Asia and Latin 


America.” 


| Marantz, which reported increased loss for 
| first half, says it could break even for year as result 
‘gf introduction of new product line and $16 million 
“line of credit it has arranged with 2 L.A. financial 
firms. Company said it hopes to have $37 million in 
~ sales for 2nd half and $57 million for full year. 
Recoton net profit decline of 29.3% in 2nd 
Quarter and 33.6% in first half on sales dips of 4.4% 
and 6.6% were attributed to retailers' "extreme 
 ¢aution and curtailed buying... in response to a 
_ general slowdown in the economy." Company 
“expressed optimism for rest of year because of 
_itdications "retail customers are returning to normal 
baying patterns." Pres. Robert Borchardt said early 
; ot response to Compact Dise accessories and 
in -_ items had been encouraging, and 
Fs . pated that universal TV stereo decoder "will be 
portant contributor to our sales in the 4th 
{uarter... when shipments begin, and in 1986." 


fst her Ported loss of nearly $4.9 million in 
million ps compared with pretax profit of $12.2 
$188.3 milling e 1984 period, while sales declined to 
Y millio on from $211.7 million. British firm lost 
Profit of $igo electronics operation vs. operating 
ting f -2 million a year earlier, some of losses 
ubl bene creditors' agreement negotiated with 
declined rit Computer, as electronics sales 
However 40-3 million from $153.7 million. 
closing g? swale business returned to profit, reflecting 
Syidiary iy operations and reorganization of U 
79, Vs x. Operating profits from audio totaled 
Sales fell to loss of $1.7 million a year earlier, while 
$3.3 million from $10.8 million. 


Dyna 
a Scan returned to operating profit in 2nd 


nt interest and unusual expenses put it in 
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loss Colum 
$836, = (TVD Aug 12 pl6). Operatin i 
198 4 spe pecating loss of $10.1 million ae 
increase in dex, Mpany attributed improvement to 
both corded Apa for Cobra brand products, with 
projections 2 Cordless phone sales ahead of 
indicate hats Po results, it said, "clearly 
and suppl € telephone industry is stabilizi 

y and demand are much more in balance." 


SINCLAIR SALE 


interest i THEE COLLAPSES: Sale of 75% 


ee eo F 

ee et S Sinclair Research to Robert 

rh he Je Teamon Press (TVD June 24 p14) fell 

Re Bes) review of Sinclair's finances by 

pa cae oopers & Lybrand. Pergamon said it 
recommend takeover to its shareholders. 


However, company said sales have 

substantially from post-Christmas Sen to 

massive commitment" from Britain's 800-store 
Dixon chain for 160,000 Sinclair computers and 
pocket TV sets, valued at more than $13 million. 
Clive Sinclair, who will remain as chmn. -- post that 
Maxwell was to have occupied -- said that "very 
aor rts <i coming in now for Sinclair 

roducts and that QL computer was beginning 
good share of U.S. ee ir ie 


Sinclair said he will talk with other prospective 
investors. Company said there no longer was 
financial crisis, and more funds could be used for 
development of new products such as next generation 
of computer. 


In separate development, appliance 
manufacturer Hoover suspended production of 
Sinclair's electric tricyele in S. Wales plant, 
claiming that Sinclair Vehicles owes it more than $2 
million. Firm is unrelated to Sinclair Research, but 
both companies are controlled by Clive Sinclair. 

—i 


Video software notes: CBS/Fox Video has 
decided to start selling recorded cassettes direct, 
probably will take on Toys 'R' Us and Child World, 
expects to expand coverage to include major video 
chains such as franchisors National Video and Popingo 
Video.... Public offering of Prism Entertainment's 
700,000 shares sold out at $6.75 on first day of 
trading last week... EC Court of Justice has upheld 
French law mandating one-year window between 


‘oal and home video releases. Court ruled 
re 's Treaty of Rome doesn't bar 


Community 
peat a ‘es from controlling release patterns 


rance's lead and strict 
to follow F 's Museum of Bestg- enters 


i ... N.Y. 
——- ss, offering 90 classic TV programs 
et for sale to members only. 
tarter kit for cable subscribers is 
asher, contains A-B switch, signal 

head cleaner, instructions on how 


video st 
offered by Disew 


‘ 3 cables, 
spntertace VCR with cable TY, at $30 suggested list. 
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"Electronics DY 
MEX'S ELECTRONICS: C nt "Elec ach 
Desi mail-order Preps, large group of ic Re 
ieee ain players, group of rac. 
seve 


systems. 

One version of oe 
brochures, each wl alos products 
decorative envelope- me combina 

ted list prices, but s° 
have "save $100" tags- ; 
order 
x offers GE VHS came aee 

- sa 196 with accessories), Sharp na sie 

nerd VCR with Konica-~made serra 
: i as well as unl ‘ ’ 
$999 with a Seege ee a iffers Hitachi, Fisher and 


fete speptions with TV sets of same brands. 


are featured at 
tion offers 


Sony VCRs as Op 


new TVs offered by Amex is Sony 25 , 
oe with: podetel base ($1,399), Superbeta Hi-Fi 
VCR at $650 ($100 off) if purchased in pager 
Hitachi 45” rear-projection set Is $2,599, with wire 
remote VCR $299 ($100 off in combination). Among 
other color TVs are Fisher rack system ($2,198 with 
VCR); Sharp A/V system with 14" set ($546); Sony 
26" console, apparently a closeout, $999 ("save 

$200"); Quasar 10" designer sets $298, remote $349. 


Digital CD players featured by American 
Express are TMK (Toyamenka) unit at $199, Sony 
portable at $298 ($429 with accessories), Sansui 
($499). Audio products are offered from Fisher, 
Marantz, Randix, Sansui, Sanyo and Yorx, telephones 
by Code-A-Phone, Magnavox and Uniden. 

— 


Reagan Administration violated law by ignoring 
Congressional procedures for setting standards for 
energy efficiency of 13 home appliances, U.S. 
Appeals Court, D.C., said in recent ruling directing 
Dept. of Energy to consider setting such standards. 
Decision is expected to have minimal, if any, effect 
on TV receivers, one of products to which Congress 
maid sp ebm be 1978 amendment to 1975 
y Act. Ruling on suits br 
several states and N prvi He iret: mh ab 


Council, court said dept. j i 
"no~standard standarda,” improperly established 


govt, owned British Techinoionee? ing suit against 


some 2,000 U.S. and ea to drop that line and lay off 


in after-tax restructuring eiteneinee $29 million 


Thorn has set up $38.8 nian gee in addition, 


Costs of layoffs and bcus 10n pretax reserve fop 
manufacturing operati 


Ad notes: Fyj; 
Video apeasanentary manual on flop 6 ae 
Borman Assoc., N Y. Pe 
, ° *» 


on. 


ODORE'S $80M LOSS: Com ss 25 
con last ae gt je Onli, .) yot 4 
‘seal 4th quarter 4 i : | n 
raillion inventory writedown, resulting includ hin CO 
loss of about $70 million on sales ¢ vi ina os 
sources put at around $900 million for a St. a sum 
compared with profit of $143.8 mijjio, Seal 194. “056: * 
$1.27 billion in fiscal 1984. M Sales oe Kr 
Div: 
Just 3 months ago, Commodo rion 
speculation that it might take $50 min’! "abn ist rit 
in 4th quarter (TVD May 6 p12). Com Write ewan’ 
first quarterly loss in its history in Seq a Peart qati© 
March 31. In addition to writedown, cometh ” 
expects to lose about $25 million from 9." ~ 
$5 million from special items in 4th quo etiing appo 
sales somewhat below 3rd quarter's $168.3 » With eee 
However, company is sticking by Predictions wim f the 
turnaround and profitability by end of 1985 of - teil 
year. Calendy, tell 
Inventory writedown is believed | ir, A 
Commodore's 64 and to lesser extent tee aAPRC 
4 computers. Its products have been widely and Phy gen. C 


advertised by liquidators in recent weeks 

bases hope for future on new $1,285 Amign $i 
which it says is on schedule for late Sept. diene 

as well as its mass-market Model 128, 


Meanwhile, Applied Magnetics announced it yi | natior 


close Puerto Rico recording head plant post; 
250, because of computer industry oe ys eee 
Manufacturing operations will be transferred to ; mete 
company plants in Korea and Singapore. 

—_2— 


Antipiracy system developer Macrovision says it 
has approval of Panasonic to modify slave VCRs wei 
by duplicators and insert its revised automatic gain 
circuitry. System puts signal on tape that tricks 
copying VCR into eutting recording level so low tit _ 
Copies are unwatchable (TVD May 6 p15). It decline! 
to discuss modification cost but said it willbe 
"substantially under" $50 per machine and that 
Macrovision will pick up more than 50% of expels 
Company plans to charge royalty of 15¢-$2 pet 
Cassette for use of system. 


RCA will start substantial upgrading of 
Semiconductor production facilities in Malays 
year. RCA, which makes ICs and diserete & 
there, will invest several millions to revamp platt 
Starting next year, according to Solid State ** 
Div. Malaysian govt. indicated RCA 
more than $40 million in 1985-89 for 
modernization," figure that RCA 0 
was too high. aie 


BASF has contracted to supply Chine 
Import & Export Corp. with complete comP), 
floppy disc manufacturing plant. F 
ronstructed in Gu trade zone neat ™ Diy, 
Kong, have capacity for 1.8 million dises "in, 
BASF will Supply equipment and k 

workers, supervise startup, 
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jitchard, ex-Stauffer Chemical Co. 

., Panasonie Co i 
\ senior mgr-, rporate Affairs 
sppoin liam Weaver and Robert McMahon, 
Dive ndent dealers, named to new posts of 


aa 0), suc ceeding Edward Winn, who continues as 
L. 
gen. counse 


Stephen Roberts, ex-20th Century-Fox 
telecommunications pres., forms S. Roberts Co. to 
jevelop home video and pay-TV projects... Harry 
safter leaves MGM/UA Home Video to become 
national sales mgr. of distributor Metro Video, new 

- Jeremy Kennedy joins MGM/UA as southwest 
|, ng... Ellen Stolzman, ex-CBS Records, named 
} 7? nktg. and sales vp, Audio & Video Publishing Div. of 

| Simon & Schuster... Larry Kasanoff promoted to 
original programming dir., Vestron Video; Don 
Gold becomes west coast sales dir... Ron 
}  Levanson, chmn., Active Home Video, adds title of 
_ pres., replacing Declan Kavanaugh, resigned; 
} Barry Womack, ex-Ingram Video, joins as southeast 
_ Sales mgr... David Pierce advanced to sales and 
-} mkt. vp, New World Video... Ellen La Torre named 
b legal and business affairs administrator, 
_ 8CA/Columbia Pictures International Video. 


Kenneth Ross promoted to music 

| BC ming dir., CBS/Fox Video... Appointments at 
: a ohmbla Pictures Home Video: Jon Barbour 

7 hope: promotions mgr., William Kruger to 

4 sas ™m accounts mgr., Robert Scott to sales 

é Prism ie Lamb named eastern sales mgr., 
promot a ortainment, replacing Joan Chase, 

ham i to mkt. development mgr.; Cyndi Fox 

_ '¢ customer service mgr. 


: Donald Dicken promoted to mgr.-mfg. and 
J Robert na Corning Electronics Div. dergponsde 
_ YP, resi : mer, Mostek cofounder and former exec. 
comme; Michael Murray, Apple mktg. __ 
mktg, dir os mgr. and onetime Macintosh Div. 
» Tesigns effective Oct. 1. 
5» , VORw y SSS we | 
1]! alers 48 retail sales growth leader last year for 
Procace ticipating in NARDA's electronic data 
rvice. Composite report shows VCR 


nit ¥o se 
a tise torn 31% in 1984, far outpacing 14% rise 
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STEREO 
: VIDE9 
Will be addi OUTLOOK: Stereo vj 
s . e * 
volume oy Pig Sales dollars to Com x 


er he 
outpace th years, but 

at : > growth of i 
and by 1999 ss industry as whole only Ase a oy 
than 15% of Teo will continue to represent cig ‘ 


usiness, ' > 
Venture Dey Blount cos 8 according to study by 


tes st i 
account f ate: stereo video gear of i 
or $1.2 billion in stile ion tha ptt “7 


sales, which will 
‘ have 37.8% , 
over same period to wine yearly increase 


| 

tution. S per news in report for producers of 
with tite ardware, as VDC sees TVs and VCRs, along 
baal Stereo adaptors and tuners leading growth 
ne s aoe video. But, VDC figures indicate 
a anu: acturers banking on increased demand for 

omponent video or packaged audio-video systems 
are in for severe disappointment. 


VDC estimates that color TVs with built-in MT 
stereo decoders will account for only 4.3% of unit : 
volume this year, or about 690,000 sets, generate 
about $370.8 million in factory sales. By 1990, it 
estimates, 33% of color set sales will be stereo, and 
volume will climb to $4.08 billion. Accounting for 
most of rest of 1990 stereo sales dollars will be Hi-Fi 
VCRs, with value soaring more than 11-fold to $2.35 
billion from $200.4 million this year. In for similar 
jump will be sales of MTS adaptors and tuners, 
although total still will be modest $27.2 million in 
1990, against $2.4 million in 1985. Videodise players 
are expected to contribute $45.6 million to industry 
coffers this year, $68 million in 1990. 


Largest segment of stereo video business this 
year, component video systems at $446.4 million, will 
have faded significantly by 1990, producing only 
$190.4 million in sales. VDC essentially includes only 
monitor-tuner combinations in video systems, with 
stereo VCRs counted separately. Similar fate is in 
store for audio-video systems, here primarily 
including only audio components and switchers. A-V 
system volume is seen dropping from $134.4 million 
this year to $81.6 million in 1990. For details on 
9225-page, $3,290 report, contact: VDC, One Apple 
Hill, Natick, Mass. 01760. 

—— 


component manufacturing alll 
ae t end of 1987. Philips 
production in Nani ts ipment and technology for 


facility with capacity for 
ier Philips venture and 
Earlier Philips ventare Or qduce color 


ina involved 
oe players, hi-fi equipment and 


-recorders. 
lace product, microwave ovens: alii | 
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ponder EN Consumer Electronics 
“ pREFERENCES STRUCK DOWN by U.S 
yonen's PA which rules Fe EON eee di amines kamal 
eet yin ting such credits in comparative raieey dominating Seetl 2 r ogo 
gat Ye. 1) -end VCRs in new on hee a8 
OF ENA MAY BE SOLD U.S. COLOR SUP hes 
iat ee T aah rebuts critics, ceri get domestic output Daaaanae dip.” Sa ene ee 
mapers may be folded. @. 3) raise Ind-quarter output. (P. 11) 
HOME SATELLITE B 
MEX! pact O AM allows postsunset : : USINESS lures majors. RCA, 
ys = by d aytimers, nighttime ope ation boise ce Radio Shack join Panasonic and Kenwood aS 
/ Pons on Mexican clears. @.- 5) ry prepares for trade show. (. 12) 
JVC U.S. PLANT TO SPECI i 
_NEWS CABLE CHANNEL to tL, oi ALIZE in orders for CDs. 
nec MULLS ALL Pressing facility in U-S. is und i i 
compete with CNN. (P. aoe nea JVC Disc inc. (. one consideration for 
Prec isgUE--DIRTY MOVIES: Review Board | COMMODORE LAYS OFF 700 about 15% of 
1 eected to remand WSNS-TV rene al to law judge force, along with big inventory about 15% free 
to rule whether STV movies were erotic. (. 6) settles Atari class suit. (P. 14) 
yoLLYwooD SUPPORTS WIRTH: FEC reports show ZENITH COLOR LINE of 50 sets has 39 with remote 
strong support for possible Senate bid by House control, twelve 97" models. (- 14) 
Telecom Chmn. P.7 
om: 8mm SOFTWARE LAUNCH in U.K. to be announced 
WASHINGTON post BUYS CABLE SYSTEMS being by Sony, with 50 titles including top movies and 
shed by CapCities for $390 million cash. (P. 8) music videos by 4 duplicators. (Pp. 14) 
STAY OF mMUST-CARRY RULING sought by NAB ELECTRONICS LEADERS, as ranked by Electronic 
cost of gdamission to top 90 club rose- 


and others, who say they need 30 days extra to News, show 
prepare U.S. Supreme Court appeal. (P. 8) IBM still tops, AT&T next. & 15) 


authority by awarding to women 

TV-radio licenses, divided u.S. Appeals ourt, D. ‘schemes 
questions underpinnings © other FCC ae 
Hispanies, states that "they Be 


co i j 
mparative hearing prov refere 


“<< 


= = ~~ wee 


~~ 
——— 
r 


d June 2» 
wns entedown Cie 


inven "all sectors” of 


2 hile 
elopments, meanwoh™: . 
— ph gare approximately Ore a its 

sia get our costs in line with our ‘ ue ' 

= ane Vp David Kay said were somew 


— ifies were supplied. 


off.” No spec 
extended pay reduction 
year's end. 


ories Inc. 


: contract with Computer Mem 
oie - oe at end of year. In most 


recent quarter, IBM accounted for 81% 0 
ing out of computer business doesn't 
ccc daa hemorrhaging. In final h, 
settlement of class action suit approved last week by 
U.S. Dist. Court, N.Y., Warner Communications will 
pay $18.6 million to investors who lost money in 1982 
when WC stock plunged after company revealed 
at Atari, which subsequently was sold. Suit 
that WC withheld bad news even though its 
own executives were unloading their holdings. 


Settlement involves complex formula that 
allocates money to investors who bought stock March 
$-Dec. 8, 1982. Those who bought near end of period 
will receive proportionately larger share. Court 
approved $4.5 million in fees to attorneys who 
represented stockholders in 19 separate suits that 
were consolidated. 

x * * % 

Apple has reached agreement to sell its 
Garden Grove, Cal., keyboard plant to Alps Electric 
(USA), subsidiary of major Japanese components 
manufacturer. Plant will continue to supply Apple 
with keyboards and mice, employing about 275. It's 
one of 3 factories Apple decided last June to sell. 


- color TV lin : 
- drop-ins (TVD Aug 19 pl); has 60 ns 


model, four 19", 
19", two 20", two 95" tem 3 models are one 13", two 


Advanced System 3 Consists of PM ra 
also are 4 projection sets. 


VCR line starts wi 
4-head mono ree with 2~head unit with t 
: ord. cee ee wo 


with manual and autom + amcorders are available 


f CMI's sales. 


1D two 20", nine 


AUgy 


O- 
y th alld hg \ you oe: 
; are in tek wiy ecTRON 
anmot"focal point of London news oyu, | GBLECrON eS Ne 
Scheduled for Aug. 28, is availability op sae, , 7 “i pot ge | 
ategories -— movies and music vide pone © nov 
Features ruins to inclnde Em - ith SUP 
tertainment's Cotton , dem basgy ce 
a Eastman Kodak at June CES in onatrate EN est 


j th 

Software Dealers Assn. meeting in w Cago anys | est oon 
week, and CBS/Fox's Romancing the greta 

movie titles are for rental only, althougp 5 Mtip, 

the Stone also will be given away with sae, 

Sony 8mm deck during Christmas promos," % = rnologies 
videos are for sale, include Tina Turner On, Mig, 4 


r 


Some titles, including Plt | 
Cty | 
7 4 


another giveaway. 


Club and Tina Turner, have digital ster among . 
’ rose 

8 

To ensure cassette supply, Sony has pped to 8 

slave machines to U.K. duplicators CBS/Fon na from, ¥ : 

Rank and Fraser-Peacock at what one a n= et 

"very good price." Company took cine = vere : 


with Beta Hi-Fi, was able to speed up ACEP 
greatly. 


At least some facets of U.S. strategy are 
scheduled to be unveiled at VSDA this week by {iq 
Video Software Operations, which is expected ty © 
reveal 8mm release schedule. Although SVS im 
responsible for hardware, it presumably will havey 
in startup of duplication. 


Kodak meanwhile remains where it was at jm 
CES -- lots of interest but little action. Film 
processor has been trying, apparently without 
success, to assemble consortium hens 
programming. Sony was to have m j 
based on U.K. development, apparently has deci! 
to strike out on its own. 

——y—_ 

Video specialty retailers had mean gross 
margin of 34% in first 6 months of 1988, pee 
annual Video Store magazine survey of ae 
representing 2,486 outlets. VS said gross a5 
ranged from $341,621 for chain affiliate °°" 
for independent multistore owner. is 

accounted for 54% of sales, hardware On vCRS b 
tape 9%, service 8%, accessories 7%. “A. gh 
Beta held 17% share nationwide, ranging an st 
New England to 26% in Southwest. Med™ «oil 
moved 86 units annually at average PCS T 8 
with 15% gross margin. ae 


U.S. Trade Representative clayton See 
announced agreement with Japan ue duty, 
which ie pin govt. will a ‘ 
imported computer parts, 6 ne yl 

4.9% duty on mahateneel U.S., in tual 7 
its 4.3% duties on parts and maint’ ny OMuy 
on peripherals. Agreement wa5 praised 7 

& Business Equipment Mfrs. Asm as sr 
easing entry of U.S, high-technology Fe 


Japan, 


“T Kees, = 
rw, Stas 
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Kazuo Kubo promoted to new post of chmn. of 
Sharp Electronics (U.S.), succeeded as pres. by 
Sueyuki Hirooka, ex-deputy gen. mgr. of 
information Systems Group at Sharp hq in Osaka... 
pone Gal Sart pos ape 

TV product mgr... Edward 
eoanae Konika vp, also named gen. mgr. of new 
phere: & Consumer Products Div. in merger of 
pre “ op ween operations; Mark Okumura 

a ~ gen. mgr., product management, to 

respons ties as pres. of Konika Camera Corp.; 

—— ea to div. gen. sales mgr. : 
ser scone mes gen. mgr., special 


Pe Vp, promoted to 
ents group executive, 


. rahe co €x-Embassy Home 
and Magnetic Video, resigns as p 
res, 


AURys, 


es 


% 
~ 


Acton i 
1985-6 mo. to June 30 9,106 yi .eids- 
1984-6 mo. to June 30 863000 qne ied Ss 
1985-qtr. to June 30 2,340,009 and 
1984-qtr. to June 30 3,742,009 
‘ 2 
Electrohome BER 
1985-26 wk. to June 28 71,900,000 epTEM 
1984-26 wk. to June 29 65,500,009 
1985-13 wk. to June 28 35,600,009 
1984-13 wk. to June 29 34,600,009 dcast 4 
oa 
Jones Intercable Br AB! 
1985-year to May 31 13,393, 109 ouP wc 
1984-year to May 31 11,185,600 GR million subs 
g.1- rate restr 


Scott Cable mega pela 

1985-qtr. to June 30 3,687, 

1984-qtr. to June 30 2°437't90 GANNETT gs 
H 202 offer. 

Tandy pillion Cross-© 

1985-year to June 30 2,852 ,964,000 ghare- 9 

1984-year to June 30 | 2,784,479,000 jved. @- 

1985-qtr. to June 30 656,074,000 reso 

1984-qtr. to June 30 612,741,000 id P ACOM BuYSs 
rogram! 


Webcor 
1985-year to March 31 
1984-year to March 31 


15,912,000 


35.978 000 | 15752!.000) 


(2,711 ,000) 


Notes: Includes special credit. ° 
Canadian dollars. “Adjusted. Restated. <I, 


of Avalanche Group, holding company of Heritag, f Saget 
opini 


Home Video and Video Assoe.: no SUCCeSsor namej 
Appointments at CBS/Fox Video International: 
Michael Hutson to group vp, P.J. Leone to 

vp, Frederick Jaworski to business iewitkat 


é h re adeasters, 


vp... Tom Burnett advanced at Embassy 
Entertainment from national sales mgr. oa . 
—— | ABC DROPS 
Teac settled claims that it infringed Tanims 265 unfilled 
double-sided dise drive patent with undisclosedcat | 
payment and agreement to pay royalties on future PB BOARL 
sales of 5.25" drives. Tandon dropped lawsuits ani an. If vo 


unfair import competition claims against Teac, si 
had done earlier after settlement with Sony CD 
July 8 p13). International Trade Commission _ NES" NGH 
proceeding on Tandon complaint against Mitsubii = 5 

started Aug. 19. Civil court trial is still pending ~~ hath 
against Mitsubishi. Matsushita became Tandon "a on 
licensee earlier. ‘i 


__ Berlin's Funkausstellung, biennial 10-day _ 

international TV and audio fair, will be 4 

30 by Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Some 300 

will display products in 25 halls and pavilions at 

exhibition grounds, with some 400,000 cons 

trade visitors expected to attend. In adilition 4 
su 


» 


ae of latest consumer electroni¢ 
Te ay tire, enignneties P's | . | 
Tg nanies as part of its commitment t@ by 

. goods (TVD Aug 5 pl). P 
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NNETT WINS EVENING NEWS ASSN. with $717 
“ion offer. Both boards approve bid of $1,583 per 
pili Cross-ownership situations still to be 


Soved. (P. 2) 


‘yiAcOM BUYS SHOWTIME AND MTV, becomes 
cable P giant; Warner Communication 
‘ Zz owner of Warner Amex cable systems. (P. 4) 


| qarKEY PLANS TO LEAVE NTIA in 4-6 weeks, 
pexpects to join unnamed Bell Operating Co. (P. 5) 


AppEALS COURT AFFIRMS CRT: Strongly worded 
pinion denies review of awards to NAB, religious 
broadcasters, others. (P. 6) 


CTA MOVES ON DESCRAMBLERS, issues request 
for proposals on hardware. Showtime/Movie Channel 
delays on decoders. (P. 6) 


ABC DROPS 350 EMPLOYES, including 3 vps, cuts 
265 unfilled jobs. CBS also plans cutbacks. (P. 7) 


CPB BOARD SPLIT ON REELECTING LANDAU as 
chmn. If vote is tied at Sept. 12 meeting, she'll 
tetain top post. (P. 7) 


_| HESTINGHOUSE PUTS GROUP W CABLE 
| ®part of major corporate restructuring unv 
| &Compasses 140 systems with 2.1 million 
ad ME oie Resulting cash would 
t oe uying back 14% of its outstanding stock, 


be used by We 


| nes etal s strategy of Westinghouse 
q . ial performance," company said. 
l(b “stinghouse needs earnings per 


f K 
o 


that cable systems are being P 
share 
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_- which also include 
ahi and to continue 
~~ is to "enhance stockholder value aniel Ritchie, 
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NEW CA 

decks in Von Peers 
audio-yi 


DELUXE European 

R spotlight at vi -uropean-made home 
eit ant : 

deo exhibition in Berlin on 


JA 

een poh VCR export to U.S. record in Jul 

sel Sy -08 million. Color exports hit high f - 
. W shipments dip. (P, 10) % 


VSDA SHOW SUCCESS evident from attendance, 


nature of gripes. But ce 
Ski : as soft : 
faces distribution upheaval. ©. i) eo atid 


SONY TO OFFER 8mm MUS i 
IC VIDEOS in U.S. thi 
month to back launch of home VCR x op - 


HITACHI AND TOSHIBA lower earni i i 

arnings sights in IC 
market slump, now see profits down for wen U.S. 
makers still affected. (P. 12) 


COLOR TUBE SALES set record in 1984, with 13.5 
million total, EIA reports. Indoor and outdoor 
antenna sales declined. (P. 13) 


RADIO SHACK EXPANDS VIDEO line in 1986 
catalog, lists 5 VCR models, 18" color. New 
accessories added, software dropped. (P. 14) 


CONSUMER REPORTS RANKS RCA portable, Sony 
Superbeta tops among VCRs, eredits JVC with best in 
eamcorders and cameras. (P. 15) 


i - O is for sale 
ON BLOCK: Nation's 3rd-largest MS 
eiled by Westinghouse Aug. 28. Group W og am 
subscribers in 33 states, could fetch as much as 
debt payments and other 


Pe _ Iillion, analysts said, but half of that would ie sate oe fund 2d part of restructuring move 


illion shares, for roughly $1 billion. 


: . : 
r restructuring of its produc 

Sv epecntion"s record of inpevent 

Group Bestg. & Cable ¢ < 

because big, diversified company such as 

high cash flows that cable systems 

olation ot Federal statute 


ten permission, is avi 
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0 EMPLOYES: : 
eet NP. ase pao pan 350 Pee pre sat week it 
g bad aiiminated 265 currently unfilled j ie ae 
1 we ade public, but ABC official saiq cuts we es 
: 5 2 across board and in every department, didn't 
mfude any department heads or anybody reportin 
ip otly to Pres. Frederick Pierce. However, it's § 
dren that among Vp jobs eliminated were those ee 
no ard Levine (ABC Entertainment), Milton Carne 
feat yention and meetings planning) and Jose ph y 
‘aquint 0 (affiliate planning). ABC had announced 
em. for cutback 6 weeks ago, to be completed 
a fore start of 4th quarter Oct. 1 (TVD July 15 p6). 


yor. 2 


Pierce said cutbacks were "a difficult business 
jecision to prepare the company for this year's 
rtain economic environment and to better 
iene ition ABC for the long range." He said that in 
ve | Ate 1970s and early 1980s, ABC had grown beyond 
size that could be "effectively sustained over the 
jong term.” ABC official said that "a fairly generous 
: severance package... more so than the norm" will be 
vided and that those discharged will be offered job 
counseling and retraining in landing new positions, 
Additional 300 had been cut by ABC over last 18 
months, mostly through attrition. 


Meanwhile, cutbacks also are coming at CBS, by 
ind order from top to hold 1986 cost increases to 4%, 
"It's likely there will be some head count reductions," 
| but most will be through attrition and "there's no 
| (hiring freeze on," CBS official told us. Another said 
ite © | ™ report that as many as 2,000 jobs would be eliminated 
was "speculation that doesn't have much basis... It 
game out of a hat and I don't know where the hat 
- eame from." There also is speculation that more 
_ than 100 jobs will be cut frem-CBS News. 
____ Warner Communications will pay $18.6 million 
to investors who lost money in 1982 when WC stock 
_ Plunged after company revealed problems at Atari 
_ fame unit, which subsequently was sold. Class action 


t by some stockholders alleged that WC withheld 
news about Atari's problems even though WC 
_ €xecutives were unloading their own holdings. Judge 
} John Keenan in U.S. Dist. Court, N.Y., gave final 
‘Approval to settlement Aug. 20. It includes complex 
formula that allocates money from fund to investors 
‘Who bought stock March 3-Dec. 8, 1982. Those who 
bought stock near end of that period will receive 
Proportionally larger share. Judge approved $4.5 
Bion in fees to attorneys who represented 
ockholders in 19 separate suits that were 
‘Consolidated, 


TV Richard Block, exec. vp in charge of Metromedia 
Stations; Paul Rich, vp of Metromedia Producers 
| fires and Ira Goldstein, vp-gen. counsel, have been 
| At by Chmn.~Pres. John Kluge, reasons not given. 
| jy Ame time, MPC Pres. Charles Young announced 
a Hal cheement. Metromedia Chief Financial ae 
Gp Grose tensen will succeed Block, MPC Vp Leon 
) takes over for Young. 


V Mm International has changed name 
‘NWS International (USA), 
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. SS t : 
expected to split = S major surprise shift, board is 


O'Connor h 
defeat Se 
84 a ae chm. Sharon Rockefeller in Sept 
: ay 1985 meeting when majority 


y public Peuninase. — role as sponsor of trip 


Pported Landau when she 


Supporting Landau are: Vic 
aPOR = e Chmn. Kenne 
editae’ Richard Brookhiser, National Review i 
or; Howard Gutin, pres.-gen. mgr., KLRN-TV 
pan Antonio/KLRU Austin; William Hanley, N.Y. 
o ae Opposing Landau are: Rockefeller 
onnor, Lloyd Kaiser, WQED-TV-FM Pittsburgh 
isan mgr.; Howard White, ITT Communications 
Services exec. yp-gen. counsel; Lillie Herndon 
moderate Republican from Columbia, S.C. Herndon 
and White are only 2 dirs. not appointed by President 
Reagan. Kaiser is expected to run for vice chmn. 
——— 


Dale Bell "wants to mull it over for a while" 
before deciding whether to contest U.S. Appeals 
Court, D.C., decision striking down FCC preferences 
for women applicants in TV-radio comparative 
hearings (TVD Aug 26 pl), her lawyer said last week. 
She edged out male applicant on woman's preference 
for FM station on St. Simon's Island, Ga. -- award 
that was contested and resulted in Court's ruling 
against such preferences for women applicants. But 
attorney Rudolph Ennis of Knoxville said it's likely 
that rehearing of case en banc before Appeals Court 
judges will be sought. AWRT is voicing support for 
Bell's cause and is likely to file as intervenor if she 


appeals. 


revenues in 1984, employ 127. 


's desire to focus on certain 


don't fit company found analy rofessional book 


rtions of educat 
publishing market. 
ons said WISN-TV 


ti 
Conus Communica ee oe 
i tation to jom mt partne 
ihre eek markets that use mobile — 
‘ rere ot news stories to each rm Founder 
Tannen Bestg. holds 55% share in Conus. 


uBE SALES: Color picture t 


actu 1984, according to EIA's ree 
 e00 


tro 3.5 million color tubes, of whi 
t ig ee ed ave for renewal, new low, aon 
“Ne we W a of tubes last year came to nearly $1.1 billion, 
! 
| Uy ae 
Ds P hrome tube sales here fell to lowest po} 
me ta rvs early days - ae at $4.1 million, i 
. & pr ...¢to EIA. He igures on picture tube 
s ling aie seconde 984 vs. 1983, excluding sales by local 
monet f utr (00 000 
olq 
Can ne ) 1984 1983 % chg. 
. ior 
Seq initial Equip ee 10,737.0 +11,5 
On| penewal.-++++ . 337.4 = 7.5 
Causing | port---+++- 458.0 AO Ac ike’ 
trated | import oo teas 793.3 674.0 +17.7 
re ; Tota esveeee 13 538.5 12,238.5 +10.6 
Ca: tail pols -. $1,087,847 $1,017,494 + 6/9 
| ae 49.0 Mae: aay 
=, Inport apaigles 188.4 284.1 -33.7 
: Total ..ceeces 208 4 . -29,2 
e Yalue....++- $4,143 = $6,232, 335 
Hitachi TOTAL UNITS... 13,746.9  12,532.9 - 8.8 
Shaye | TTAL VALUE... $1,091,990 $1,023,726 + 6.7 
‘aSts * 2 ® & 

Market Data Book also contains new tabulation 
as of factory sales of TV accessories, showing indoor 
this aod outdoor antenna sales down, but accessories used 
wee with VCRs (transformers and splitters) rising. 

a Indoor antenna sales totaled 2,035,000 units in 
 § 1984, down 12.2% from 2,319,000 in 1983, with dollar 
wolume off 13% to $13,565,000 from $15,596,000. 
| Outdoor antennas totaled 1,709,000 last year, down 
e | 12.1% from 1,945,000 in 1983, with value of 
me _ $37,518,000 off 10.2% from $41,768,000 in 1983. 
a ___ Some 578,000 antenna amplifiers were sold in 
iba ‘1984, down 6.8%, with value of $14,421,000 down 
_ | 105%. Matching transformers were up 12.8% in 
7 lttts (2,428,000) but only 0.1% in dollars at 
tinues $1,751,000. Some 1,585,000 couplers and splitters 


i it | po” ld, up 20.9%, at $3,714,000, up 9%. 


uency separator sales totaled 737,000 (do 


calf 5%) at $1,350,000 (down 16%). 
a — 
5 to be picated home word processor is understood 
it rst product due from Home Information 

FP tno tt of North American Philips. Official _ 
i lsy Comp] qement Could be made later this month. Unit, 
ne | 1,10 °te with CRT display and printer, is expected 
% of list for less th y Pp 3 ti 

«fF effort of an $1,000, represents cooperative 


ether]. 
Smith a 


displ 


NAP and N.V. Philips operations in 

| C and Japan. Only direct competition is 

W electro *rona's $500 word processor accessory for its 

a typewriters. Processor, which has 12" 

due mn » Duilt~in Software and wafer tape storage, 1S 
market next month (TVD July 15 p16). 


aoe Sales set 
ir Market Data Book 1985. Total sie 
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CMES NOW AT MiL 
ome satellite rec 


or about 1.04 


S 
Receive based on interviews 
indust estj € > distributors P 
through fiaymates Sales ran at 49 a ene 


it million 

€n at around 50,000 a a ; 

Not surprising} 

hi b ingly, report shows netration i 
ghest in rural States where stations and eabie . 


systems are few ; 
5%, while Mont., NM. ida ween. Leader is Wyo. at 


Penetration ab. 


Communication Grou 
. Pp, 1730 N. Lynn SE. Ss « a 
Arlington, Va. 22209-2004, 703-243-4646. or 


With widespread scrambli of satellite signals 

on way, marketers of Eos hei and decoders 
hing for dish owners to sell to. They ean 

get help from Saxe Walsh Inc. of N.Y.C., which says 
it has mailing list compiled by Communications 
Protection Group of North America, company that 
offers extended warranties to dish purchasers. Size 
of list wasn't given, but Saxe Walsh said it covers 49 
states and "virtually every brand of dish and 
amplifier made." 


Meanwhile, possibility that dish owners will have 
to buy more than one type of decoder to receive 
scrambled satellite signals now looms. Report in 
Broadcast-Cable section details developments in 
cable industry that may or may not result in single 
decoder standard. 

— 


Victory for Sears in consumer protection case 
in Me. state court comes as good news to larger 
consumer electronics retailers. Superior Court 
Justice Donald Alexander ruled Sears was violating 
no laws in selling extended service contracts to its 
customers. State contended that contracts 
duplicated coverage to which customer was entitled 
under regular and implied warranties. However, 
judge found that Sears telephone salespeople 
sometimes used scare tactics be sell ou ay 
retailer 45 days to come up with corrective acti 
plan. Alexander also dismissed charges that Sears 
stores failed to carry adequate stocks of items — 
advertised at special low prices and engaged bby 
bait-and-switch tactics to get customers to purchase 


more expensive products. 


i i i ftware is one of 
focom "interactive fiction" sol 
first cee products pe bas — — — yang 
mputer. Infocom said a” : 
hes in ST format, including Zork Trilogy, 
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy and Wishbringer, 


$40-$50. 
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NEW RADIO SHACK LINE: Radio sine ee pith 
major expansions in its video hardware te 7 
but has discontinued recorded music saeCS em 
introduced last year (TVD Aug 20/84 p19), late 
catalog shows. 


offerings, dr et 
wired remote having single 


100, step to wiretes : 
=e $460. Version with wireless remote, 
TS stereo tuner, 2-e i ngitt 
solo with Dolby is $600. High end is wireless 
te VHS Hi-Fi stere 
Serene for audio-only recording, at $700. Sole Beta 


i a Hi-Fi stereo with wireless remote at 
sor — $100 from similar nonsuper model offered 
last year. 
Standard color models start with 5-1/2" battery 
rtable with video-audio monitor jacks at $320, step 
to 13" with mechanical tuning at $280, both 
unchanged. New 13" remote with 105-channel tuning 
is $330, down $30 from similar 1985 model; new 
high-end 13” with 140-channel tuner, jacks, comb 
filter is unchanged at $400. Radio Shack moves into 
larger screen color with 19", featuring 140-channel 
MTS tuner, stereo audio amplifier, comb filter, 
monitor jacks, at $500. 


B&w starts with 9" AC/DC at $100, unchanged. 
Battery portables start with 5" at $120, down $10. 
Others, all unchanged, include 2" with FM/AM at 
$180, 5" with FM/AM at $160, 5" with 
FM/AM/cassette at $190. 


Pocket portables with liquid crystal displays 
start with holdover b&w 2.7" with AM radio (from 
Citizen) at $160, down $40, move to pair of new 
om from Casio, 2" b&w at $100, 2.6" color at 


As previously reported, catalog features Radio 
Shack's first home satellite system, including 
8-1/2-ft. dish, receiver, block converter, feedhorn 
and all needed installation cables and parts at $1,995 
(TVD Aug 12 p11). MTS stereo and SAP audio-only 
mo with VHF and UHF channel tuning capacity 
a kay stereo synthesizer to enhance mono, 
ntinues in line at $150 with speaker, $140 without. 


New in video accessory line is $50 i 
inf 

pees i extender that pelea Bivens, 
an rol from one room to another and is aimed 

onsumers who feed signals from VCR “ 
satellite receiver op disc 
around house. Rel 
watched, takes si 
back down distrib 


being viewed. Out 

, . put of repeat 
it can be used to eo * 
close together, eae 


Also $50 is Video Distributi 
accept cable TV or bel wg System that will 


ar antenna input, plus inputs 


from 3 video devices, and seng 
throughout house on single Pvp. to Ty " yor 25, N 
TV channels are tuned in normaji. Set, 


: all +, OF A 
outputs from other devices Y While o4)® -cu 
channels, to allow, for exacepie irs, to they ““ay| F005 
receiver and disc player to be view.’ tej U, yORS On 
on different TVs. wed simulta” " and aan 

a Ne 1 
z bhai.” on RS's own Superta pe vig i ser 
as been trimmed $2 across boarg Beas tb 
T-120 and Beta L-750 tapes are $3 tandang te cone e 
T-120 Gold is $10. +Stepup yas | in Fe 
LZ 
In home computers, low-eng 16K oC A VK1 
continues at $120, but $160 stepup wi; Standang similar M 
basic has been dropped. Stinndedan ia Oxtens Ue in camer 
extended basic model has been trie ans bs 4K Kodavisi 
*0 fey 
In audio, RS's leader CD player ; Exce 
$140, while stepup with auto pied “ $260, dow, —— 
offered last year, are out of catalog. + Dig = o") 
Sears will start featuring "Ne —— 
A Ww 
products -- special grouping to parm ey 
1986 -- in Christmas catalog, due in Sey 22 so rae 
new consumer electronic products ill Pt. of) came t is 
rear-projection TV with satvemety wie a” pee 
angle. Viewing , 
Sparkomat = 
omatic introduces automobi 
for portable CD or audio cassette Suede It | Rep 
input from player, feeds it out as FM Stereg on) | wt oe ea 


MHz into car radio antenna jack, is powered time-shi 


cigaret lighter, offers 9-v output for runni ! 
gprbo / 
players. Converter can be mounted under oe 
comes with cables. bas = rocerth 
Sanyo adds leader wireless remote Beta Hi-fi _ rhea 
with 14-day, 8-event mon 8 
tuner-timer at $350. Sie eae se ae sede 
been in | 
HOME SECURITY SURVEY: About 9 of 10 
: every 
alarms from home electronic security systems a en , 
false. That's one of facts unearthed in survey 0 85% of 
home security by Security Equipment Industry A word pr 
(SEIA), cosponsor of International Security favorite 
Conference last week in N.Y. . hime a 
or at 
_ Survey covering nearly 1,000 homes with sm ma 
incomes of $15,000 or more drew admission Sa ratings 
owners that more false alarms were ceused bf, brand « 


errors than by system malfunctions. Survey™ 
no more than 6% of all U.S. households have * 
of electronic security system. Of systems" 
about 1/3 were installed by owners. The oan 
Sone systems -- cost average of af 


Eo 


Hy 


20 monthly for monitoring. One percett yf) tangae 
nonowners "definitely" will purchase 7 Clemen 
years, another 9% "probably" will buy- feats ‘ Tange 

Security exposition, as in past, f number when « 
video devices, this year including at h 
miniaturized solid-state cameras. SOW Pig Speed 9 
for first time with its Wateheam SySte™ "ny wt : 
poatf > go oT monitors based on watches peek: 

mong other exhibitors from video IO" s caastt! Mert 
Hitachi Denshi, NEC Home Blectromes pec 


Industrial, RCA New Products Divs. S88° 


Ep 
) 
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consumer Etecroics POON” Financial Reports of TV 
pavid Rivoira, ing Electrical products these are latest re “Electrogi 4 
Div. mktg developme t mgr-, joins indicates information pe a5 obtained dur C$ *, 
North A erican Philips Consumer nics new in dollars. Parentheses cee mess tint Pat . 
iness vent post... John DeFilipp!s, oss. me, Mis by 
former Mura ct development vP; ne-time x Company & Period i 7 
Consumer ucts VP» joi loyd's Electronics as P 
operations vP; Maillard, ex-Samsung national Audtotronics 
traffic and warehouse MET» appointed import and 1a ee to June 30 
saministration Mey ek Hall promoted at ioes-atr ee id 2079031000 
ar Mage tong’ Daye electronics ee mer: 1984-qtr. to uns - 2 aera A Snoritatl® service 
>. MET» u o 5,040, ds. 
We Thork ia ig o Business Systems... Avoes-yoar to J is J aise? poses 
sal r elson, ex-VCA Duplicating national 1984-year to pe 30 | 1,534,1 
; es mgr, joins JV Professional Video 1985-qtr. to Sune ao 1635;540°Op 
ommunications Div. as CCTV sales mgr. 1984-qtr. to June 30 334, 360,00 epTEMBER 9, 19 
Cral 591,000 
= a - Mulhall promoted at Uniden from 1985-year to June 
Telecomm slo Group exec. vp to Corp 1984-year to June 9 22,660 Cab 
jo for all operations; William Stark F 1985-qtr. to June as 35"129°000 groadcast fee 
edag A servi mgr.; M 1984-qtr. to June 30 #891000 Ww ER BAC 
former BSR St} sales mgr... Charles Sween Reeves Communications 2A). Oe gol? es there” ? 
) pres., joins Webco y> 1985-year to Jun ? 4 si 
mktg. vp... Carl r as sales an 1984- e 30 compulsory lice 
senior vp, adds a te operations 1985-atr is tans 30 77,654,000 
me - anent ties ment for Fred wer le company ae 20 i REFUSES p 
Boswell, sires. OWE pe bile of ADC ee aiiaaas s3 aS ie ‘ 
managing editor, mover um, ex-Mart 3 : en see ; 
George Burr to same post at Dealerscope. owe — exec. vp, Mirisch V a1 cq | NARROW cox CA 
: advanced advanced id  Janguage generally 
procias° . Products Div. hts Magnetic eS See ne bss issues. P- 4) 
responsibili mgr. to mktg. © Me sro) ric Parkinson and Mi ions dir., Playbo dito og 
wetias Rebort for all Scotch sae pee wah onion eee a Lieto ad . eta 
products See ein tebe hohis | magnetic Pe Entoopelea seieteahl Miata video ven — take 2: 
mer nile ts ca to consumer arate Bead video as i sales-mktg Ae Macon need ~~ te. (P. 4) 
*. retai i POC re st. a . ; ra 
recorded video m ee ached Cl for acti mkts. : gr., A&M Records Video, CABLE ACCESS- 
to product mktg ri Michael Chew ee z nt Richard Bourns ad m| federal court in N 
new post of grocery velopment superviso % ec. vp-CO0 to vanced at Verbatim in gaining access 
reporting to Kline -military trades r, named Northrup, who re pres.-CEO, replacing aie a 
duplicator Crea: .. Edwin Pessara mktg. mgr. consultant ores but will conti icin | «-s«REGISTRAT 
David Beechi tive Video Services, ex-TDK, joins World/Child in Chase, f continue as Nashville ION | 
Gir, Bell & Hovell/Colu Radlietiien) 7 vp-gen. mgr ihinabiner se sd! Ma ghey — 
: x nam eee o Ed ai 
Services... Joseph Columbia Pictures ee Alan Klav igeru Suzuki, who shi Fooniey eve CLASSIC 
Cornehi Kotowsk Vide an prom shifts to chmn. siferi C. 
Siasieaeaues pee i and Gregory : vp-corp. planni oted from Gulf & W a 
ent maker und Guard, joi devel . planning dir. to seni anki 
dir P , join t elopme o senior co eae ts: 
. and om ape st nt vp f ' rp. planning 
sales dir pano Mf, storage Schus or publishin Pe ie = 
ex-JVC *> respec g g- as consum ter. 4 subsidiary Simon & Cc BS OF 
, named com tively; Cliff er mktg. | _ OBS OFFERS EF 
Sree ira, Tota tat - 
eee dward this e will boost Ov! al : inelud 
a year to $420 milli erseas purchases by 
er next 2 on, raise that to $590 mile 
years under - 
market-opening WATER 


Lampert, 
Koni 
Ra Strep ad 
; S Can gen. mgr. 
was misspell onsumer - of new 
aie ee 
few eek. iv.; his name launched to help tri 
Pough, Videocasse 60% is slatedl'tal pe Japan's trade sup ; 
ttes Unlimited, elect ae buying team to U. s. 5 re salt 
> Cc ed ane hk . f f 
nt procurement centers in maine yi" 


Video Sof 
tw: 
Weston Ni = Dealers A 
officers: shimura, Vid SSN. pres., $ c 
George Bek Baits sae pei Race year. Com : 
Fogelma on Francisco H z, Video Shas to exports raed said goal is to raise % 
Wittenberg resi ne eo Be Tine to exports fom Fast aaa to 13.6515 % 
acquisitions a as Eniaeere Jess 4 Dee cere ch announced S - 
phi Pepi vp to join At ome Entertai pt mission pal m July (TVD Aus 5 pl a. 
Vv stell, ex-S ingo Video vp- O.: Baw ainment ontracts fo at arrived here last month 3° Son 
ideo retai atellite TV vp-COO... R ard Delfin agreem. r $25 million i a thn, 
eas Donal sae rained ad million pa for $15 lion in pure nce pth fortunate 
d Mirisch railed Erol's pee for au acturing and R&D : ‘a "Se issues 
res., ustrial ommunications | 
com gear, Ny 
nonferrous oe and equipment, 9.2 | : = 
P a a at Se 


ae 


Pp 
Ublisheg Weer 


ginonisies service for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Electronics EST 
$8 ged FINES: 
C NAB LIBRARY 2 & 

MBER 9: 1985 S in Miwitiki Cl ih 
ePTE UMMARY- INDEX 
- Cable 

groocost Consumer Electronics 

water BACKS NCTA on 3 hottest policy AUG. COLO 
gotiecsmraitin twee mat-cany fe SRLRR TV AND YER ls tin ug 
os compulsory ain in inventories modest. (P. “aor fue 


at REFUSES MUST-CARRY STAY: NAB asks 
“ justice Burger to intervene until Supreme 
St appeal is readied. (P. 3) 


8mm VIDEO SCORE 
, S$ at B 
meres plans, but most 
HS-C camcorder. (P. 10) 


erlin show as Sony gives 
other exhibitors feature 


. coX CABLE ORDER issued by FCC with DISH IND 
waRROW restricting data policy to N USTRY CELEBRATES in Nashville despite 
generally ing policy to Neb. concern over aie tier P 
poonsee | ) nanaebae’ ae distribution and shoddy 
_WIRES HUGHES BIRD as Discovery COLOR : fs 
1 Masa HOT-WI Ne TV TUBE IMPORTS tripled in first half, 
€s..  F s¢ronauts take 2 spacewalks to save $85 million Commerce figures show. Bulk of gain came from 
2 te, (P. 4) new source countries, Canada and Korea. (P. 13) 
CABLE ACCESS-TO-PREMISES LAW upheld by SANYO MFG. HAS PRETAX LOSS of $1.75 million on 
a federal court in N.J. N.Y. Times Cable wins big one first-quarter operations. BASF sets rights issue. 
in gaining access to housing developments. (P. 5) Arvin buying shares. (P. 14) 
REGISTRATION UP FOR RTNDA convention in UNFAIR IMPORT COMPETITION from Matsushita 


by C-SPAN. (P. 5) fans charged by Rotron. ITC orders Mitsubishi to 


ille. Live cov 
| Nashville = post bonds on dise drives. (P. 14) 


won CS GOES BASIC: Rainbow keeps pay 

etn MGM/UA deal but hasn't settled 35" VIDEO DISPLAYS spotlighted as Lucitron b&w 
Tome: dispute (P. 6) flat panel bows; Mitsubishi gives price, delivery 
e nes plans for direct-view color. (P. 15) 


| cas OFFERS EARLY RETIREMENT to 2,000, 7% of share 
| work force. Increased benefits offered. Other cuts SONY BOWS 27 = al AV system, 
| exxeted, including 100 from News Div. (P. 7) miniWatchman. (P. 15) 


i, 


t.. 


L "There is_no legal, philosophicts 


| GOLDWATER SIGNALS SUPPORT FOR CABLE POSITIONS: l : 
| % moral tie between must-carry and the feopyrightl eee Hore Sieh that 

| Communications Subcommittee Chmn. Goldwater (R-Ariz.) tol nvince Congress to reimpose 
__ | Made clear he'll be cable ally in broadcast industry 6 eel operators pay for broadeast 
J | Tust-carry rules or loosen restrictions on copyright rates 

| Programming (TVD July 29 pL. 

Zz ‘oo: "There probably is 
roadeasters, however, Saying titutional muster." 


i b 
Goldwater softened sting of remarks for hich passes Cons : 
‘ome form of must-carry which the ase rat Ro cai in Congress wants to deal with 


| Unfortunate he added: 
| ) these ti for broadeasters, 


“3 is a violation of Federal statute 
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__TV DIGEST hink 're leveling rs . = 
‘ine - ater show in Las vegas: E " i clean 14 po 2. attendang, , oil Po! 
remain companion rh neringer who expected ae ‘arties and press id "2,009 in jc pa espetitien 
, Rie : any- : z . ut j ti 
Sri me s i a were more, Cop S's MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour and Time ae corort ae 
NBC's American ; 2. ects papP* 


dealers expressed strong dissatige.-,. 


j ; C 
aes ears se iD Sam OES the 
: TVD Sept 10/84 : deal aft Sear act . yor” 
t year's show (IV™ >= vent. One dealer, after receiving stpo)- 1% 
As at las te of satellite cenit Paae think that response should tell you rol apa! ee 


J ufacturers." Said an = ~~" 
When he complaine’ {oid testing equipment vor ipment." ener: "Tm tigi | 205,500, 28 
I'm “ee ing back to the distributor for DOA 4 q wich | 
J rc 
paying Shipp dware problems to SPACE, which then rose on 


ted they report har Vp Chuck Hewi could 

Several dealers S Bes ania). Bub SPACE Exec. Vp Chuck Hewitt told aya: th Aime 

exhibit space to oe organization, which includes manufacturers, distributors ang sie - 
rege * 0 anit id it's dealer's responsibility to fing out ing 

run that kind 0 gram. 


it § 

her retailer sal , |} price 
: ', said he welcomed new dealers into business Whicy, tubes 

equipment oaks and which doesn't pa ae you're killing us." ’ "Dut lea, is 

what ec 


you're doing before you ge he 
oe t of SPACE's year-long campaign to build 13" OF by 

' ining shows one umpac f ; | 

Dealers’ compra ade group announced at show it pow plans to campaign to equ |  moK6,'tn 
membership ‘mers. Companies told us they're not concerned that bringing various gro, eae 


ish-owni nsume hey ; 

ac aren) ‘what was once strictly manufacturers’ i reer will fais problems. "ET, Gace of 
manufacturer and can't stand up at a dealer rally like t : ee tiny i. I shouldn't ej, | Also CO" 
business,” said Chaparral Communications Research Dir. pi a other manufactur, Canada, 
said it's good for dealers to get complaints off their chests e at show. | : eines, ’ 
-<‘nelv enough, what received little open comment was entry of majors into Typg | Mitsubis 

business. Both Kenwood and Panasonic had presence on floor, and, of course, everyone ines - 
about planned entries by RCA and Zenith. Some said reason for complacency is that may Other h 
believe home earth stations will continue to require installation service, something maj ‘imports 
retailers who carry consumer electronics brand names won't be able to handle. Or — — il 
manufacturer expects small "garage" manufacturers will lose out in competition whik ite 


established TVRO companies such as Channel Master and Uniden will stay in game. Som panennre 
distributors and dealers are worried that majors will rely on their own established distribution 
networks, thus generating new area of competition for them. 


Hardware developments of note: (1) Mesh dishes are becoming increasingly popult 
because of their improved appearance over solid antennas. (2) Manufacturers continue to more 
toward complete satellite systems and away from selling components because consumers fee! 
more confident buying one-brand systems. "We really want to do the whole thing ~ 
communications company, not a parts company," said Chaparral's Howard. wl 


gugzeaseaiait_ | 


ag 


Video Program System (VPS), which anada should negot jate free trade agre*" ; 
automatically corrects VCR timers, is being used now with 1S. study Pint inted by tis 
gome epap programs, is expected to be govt. urges. Idea has strong backing is ’ 7% * 

vi te y od s eps (TVD Sept. 9 p10). Along subject of concern in Canada, where si xe 

16 of ve ant Ri: im € signal is transmitted on line and union leaders fear it would result in ps 

16 of vertical interval. VCR equipped with VPS domination of their economy. However, © ojtt 
repro o search for code 10 min. before officials and manufacturers already have "© je 1V 

preprogrammed start time and continues to search exclude import-sensitive products such ~er4 ; 


for up to 4 hours afterwards. : > } aa 
right VPS code is found. On atti Appa when picture tubes from tariff talks. : 


schedules frequently are only approximate, and VPS Commodore will dismiss about 700 


18) * 
: a 
J “ Le 
. wat - 
: = — a 


is designed to correct VCR programmer settings. all sectors as part of | : 
National Captioning Institute s Layoffs will come in U.S., U.K. Gent 1g a ~ 
shows 54% of estimated 100,000 re Witenes East. Total represents cutback of about 1 all J T 


shows 54% of ext current 3,800 force worldwide, Comme” 
ning decoders also own VCR. had 6,700 workers at this time last ¥e#* 
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DIGEST ssentially 
ae ss Mig. CO “terrible 
smc POSTS Le "ond quart ufacturers 
made it ynaim omestic col T microwave 
financially ey, Ark., color ne tg Sany0, 3 
saat Fora fect ¢ a ‘net lo ao oers 
- m 99, a 
wr anealt - r publicly beld at sh jodae 
May 31, join’e ican hilips, met earnings for period 
GE, ow deficit or sharply = 
uarte 
smc had $654, y 2% ee fi cal first half, it 
edged U 


tions. 
about $1.79 
for half. Company was 


last year. 
Company attributed performance turndown to 


i interest costs 
lower first-half sales and increased in . At 


illion 
eats arter, nearly $1.7 mi 
illion for es table in same peri os 


and 
Sess catalog will continue well into 1986 (TVD July 
8 pl4). Sears buys about 75% of its color TV 


BASF plans to raise $273.4 million through 
stock rights offering to eurrent holders. For each 14 
shares now owned, holders will be able to purchase 
one new one for $68.35, or about 15% below current 
market price. 


Arvin said it plans to repurchase up to 900,000 
shares on open market for use in employe benefit 
plans and for other corporate That would 
require spending about $21 million at current share 
price. Buyback is in addition to $10 million 
repurchase plan launched last year. Under that 
effort, Arvin said, it has reacquired about 225,000 
shares and its benefit plan has picked up 328,000. 
Arvin currently has about 11.8 million shares 
outstanding. 


RS 


U.S. 5 96 ex is joining in general wind-down of 


computer disc j , 
production of those and Ay volvement, transferring 


will mean loss of about 400 j 
obs 
poset hig dears Jobs at Santa Clara, Cal, 
- Com ; Bey 
30 million computer dises in t it will produce about 


SEPT, 
EAN IMPORT COMPLAINT: Mbp 


hy hy 
amed in unfair import complaj Ushj l 

International Trade Commission gl@d ees 

federal infringement suit brough nd Com 


th 
1cR 
subsidiary Rotron, producer of Dan Newaatn ngs pce 


to cool personal computers and ot; PWen, 


Rotron alleges shat Matsushita's : 
panaflo fans copy its designs and ine. 
Filing with ITC asks for exclusion qrit&e 
further imports. ; Rotron is seeking er tone 
damages for infringement and court on 


fan sales. 
in similar case, ITC upheld dete,,.; 
administrative law judge that Tandon's tiny 
double-sided computer floppy disc S 
infringed by imports from Japan's wee toh” 
means Mitsubishi will be required to pog hy 
to 25% of value of any new drive import, ty 
ruling on Tandon's unfair import competi Uni fy 
complaint. ton 


When Tandon filed complaint last Deg, 
TEAC also were named as infringers, Bot}, Sony, 
since become Tandon licensees and w have 
from that case as well as from companion 
infringement suit Tandon has pending in US, hy 
Court, L.A. f 


—— TE 


JVC's VHD videodise system will make Us, 
debut next month, 2 years behind schedule ani, 
nonconsumer product. Pending launch as device's 
professional use was reported here 2 months ag 
(TVD July 1 p12). JVC will supply VHD playersal 
custom-pressed dises as part of complete intent 
system that includes companion touch-screen 
monitors, computers, disc drives and other = 
peripherals to National Education Corp., specialit! 
technical and industrial training. Software wil 
developed jointly by JVC and NEC, with dises f 
in Japan. Initial gontract calls for JVC to provi 
several hundred systems for use in NEC's # es 
centers, plus 29 dises covering 14 titles. JVC! 
indicated it views VHD entry into U.S. 
market as prelude to launch of consume Sd 
spokesman said decision on such move iS 
within year. 


eto 
Eduard Rhein Prize for major conte 
consumer electronics was presented walter bv? 
Berlin jointly to German TV pionee? ©. 
Tom Robson of Britain's Inde sw 
Authority for developing MAC ee prime 
satellite broadcasting standard. t to Sas 
$29,000. Second prize ($25,000) we rod 
Takshi Okada and Masayuki Hongo of el) 
in TV pictures, while Shinji MOUS 4 ott Ud 
Seikosha (Seiko) received $18,000 A 
at-screen TV. Special 
went to Hugh Greene, retired heed scout 
developing postwar broadcasting Me ral 
Germany, where he organized N 
German Radio). 


ith enginee 
continue devel 
were with Zen 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
from Matsushita 
jtzges advanced at. 7 
Sh rete america Technical Liaison Div 


t. mgr. ic VHD Div. rake 4 

aon former Quas 

sine Af fog aa returns to Japan 

. mgr., Matsushita 

Nobuo Ishizaka 
pointed chmn -CEO, Toshiba (U.S.) Corp., parent 

ap) F 

aa i dministrator... 

joi t. as creative adr 

joins Tt kl cane NEC America pres.-CEO, 


succeeding Ko Muroga, W: I 
assoc. senior vp-overseas operations... Wendy 
Stahl, ex-RCA = strategi 
appointed strate ic planning vp, 
= mers int Edmondson promoted at 
National Captioning Inst. to mktg. exec. dir. 


John O'Donnell advanced from dir. to pres. of 
Sony Video Software Operations following unit's 
status upgrade to independent company... Stephen 
Einhorn advanced to exec. vp-chief f inancial 
officer, Vestron Video; Sheldon Rabinowitz, treas., 
promoted to vp, will head newly created Treasury 
Dept.; Michael Karaffa becomes national accounts 
mgr., replacing Richard Pinson, now 
RCA/Columbia Pictures Home Video sales dir... Ken 
Kamins named national accounts mgr., 
RCA/Columbia... Soozy Sommers, ex-Vidmark, 
rejoins Video Gems as sales dir... Mary Linthicum 
appointed International Video Entertainment national 
sales mgr.; Suzanne McFarlin named national 
merchandising mgr... Tom Cole, ex-Bell & 
Howell/Columbia Pictures Video Services, joins First 
Priority Fulfillment Services as operations dir. 


_ James Fiebiger, ex-Motorola Semiconductor 
senior vp-asst. gen. mgr., appointed Mostek pres., 
replacing Richard Gamble, senior vp of parent 
United Technologies, who has held post on interim 
basis since resignation of Harold Ergott earlier in 
year... Richard Heckert, advanced at Du Pont to 


deputy chmn., will succeed 1 
ay Chmn.-CEO Edward 


development dir. nam . 
ex-Zilog N. pane ed vp... Daniel Rendino, 
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Matsushita has denied published reportsitie Noe tot wow 
pe Mm to build U.S. ideas aan ane hoe 
0 its own consum i chosing 
OEM customers here. near here cua | ee 
manufacturers color TVs, car radios and telephonesis ae ee. 
U.S., is to open VCR factory next year and profs «decoders to af 
most of ICs it uses in those Reports si scrambling te: 
several members of Matsushita group of companies — 
were forming $213 million venture here to prodit? = re a 
ICs at 10 million monthly rate. As for that VCR = 
plant, Matsushita Pres. Toshihiko Yamashita is =a 
quoted in Japanese press as saying company will 
select site by end of year, start construction net RTNDA HA 
spring, be in production by end of 1986. Commetlit Convention 
on U.S.-Japan trade imbalance, he said there's Washington 
need to decide who's at fault for problem, but it's in seed mo 


time to do something about it. "AsfarasVCRS | ang 
concerned, local production is the most effect’ : 


corrective action. it ; initiate oS 
Surface treatment of magnetic Powe ace | re 


production of video and audio tapes and com 
discs developed by Japanese soap maker Kao Sl 7 
claimed to improve dispersion uniformity xs? e 
keeping particles from sticking together acre = 
treatment will make it possible for 

utilize smaller magnetic particles ané . 
recording density of standard iron oxide 


doped media, Company is sending ™ demand 8 Tires © 19 
to magnetic media producers, Says if ass eu 


apparent it will construct plant for 


Pu 
blisheg Weekly Since 1945 


SL *#“- agg 
tative Service for Broadcasting, Cable, Cons 
’ ume 
® 


i 
auth r rEl 
The ectronics 
nd A 


0 
ged Fields: 
Wi Sino 
ith ConSumer Electronics 


SUMMARY-INDEX OF Wer: 


16, 1985 


VOL. 25, NO. 37 


S NEWS 


| - Cable 
; cast reat tes 
| gross | OMENTUM,' pl Consumer Electronics 
gTNDA HAS M M : al Staff €xpansion, SELL a, 
fulltime pres. Membership up 15% in year ING VALUE, NOT PRICE 
; y » can revive 


~jyding 2 “ 
tho Laer Ne es profitabilit 
i el Se y, Sony and RCA say i 
yinm 
rs. RCA adds A-V eiaiamnrds “P9) i 


RRY DIES as FCC stops enforcing rul 
MUST Cr ore than 230 carri Gru es, GRUNDIG T 
* a . Rr n. $ * . 
errinition of basic service. (P. 3) Come in major way or not at all. ey a. it will 


torial f 
Eq : om, 


' : : CAMCO 

3 NETWORKS -— Sab tr Olympics TV rights enters US. with ESLE BODE RECRUITS as Kyocera 

rejected by Internation ympice Committee as too Sony & Hitachi pri m, Sharp says it will add VHS. 
New round due Sept. 23. (P. 5) price new models. (P. 11) 


low. 
ANTITAKEOVER BARRIER is rai 
ORTH POLITICAL AD BILL lacks support. so | RIER is raised by RCA. Sears 
* ya backers may make changes on neeuHiie spots esaanen et Hagemeyer. Newmark & 
4 | ? pat stand firm on need for bill. Opponents cry foul a 
on hearing. (P. 6) 25 a ic Hg IMPORT figures show most source 
Sc j 
yo FRONT-RUNNER TO REPLACE RIVERA: FCC ree aeberepord shipments. P25) 
it has drops to 4 commissioners, may remain one member VIDEO SOFTWARE MAJORS being lured back to CES 
to feed short for some time. Fowler to play key role in by low-cost space and opportunity to meet new 
l other chosing successor. (P. 6) buyers. (P. 14) 
adil SHOWTIME FLIP-FLOPS, now will ship M/A-Com COMMODORE IN NONCOMPLIANCE with loan 
odu - decoders to affiliates. Deliveries due this month, agreement, asks new terms from lenders. Atari 
aml serambling tests by year end. (P. 7) 590ST arrives. New Ace from Franklin. (P. 14) 
unies j i ales, EIA says. 
FAILS as CPB board splits CABLE TUNING now dominates TV sales, ys 
me 5. 70 UNSEAT a with Dir. O'Connor c CATV channels in 58.1% of color sets sold last year, 
e mmable to obtain enough votes to unseat Landau. (P. 7) 25 million in 4 years. (P. 14) 
I " tt rd at RTINDA 
: "Momentum" was key wore @ 
xt RTNDA HAS 'MOMENTUM,' PLANS EXPANSI sed plans to hire full-time pres. and expand 
eating | convention in Nashville last, week as officiais Cot tuii-time office in 1973 with Shire 
rs Washington staff from 6 to 8. RIND established its frst fT Current budget is $11 mnillion 
is in seed money provided by then-NBO FM.) 799, including 1,190 actives 
en and membership in last year has grown 15% to 2,/0Y, ae 
; ing on Assn. to 
‘ adopted resolution calling 
; ___ At business session Sept. 13, RTNDA pans cosh fairness doctrine. RIND —s 
id in initiate and fully prosecute judicial proceedings Act “or any other statute" ane lation 
or octrine "Yj dated" b Communications a. the public and is a violati 
. is not mandate y f¢ information and opinion to the P Te for its report to 
er by unnecessarily inhibits the free flow © d resolution commending FUU TO". he public 
of the First " RTNDA also adopte ‘macs doctrine “not i 
ae ee calling Sec. 315 of Commu! (1) Asked federal courts to Pe 
6) ||) Merest." In other resolutions, RTNDA: | ——— 
o ithout written permission. 1s & violation of Federal statu’s 
$50 m, wi 


: for 
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d 
is CEG can lan 

J a eminent at ei 

that want to 

20 suppliers ne m survey aia 
show,” he -torest mild, at best, ¢ 

the majors found int onsidering idea. 


reason software 
terpntions which seemed to them 
offers what it calls “an 
booth construction” in 4 


That's far cry from $50-$100,000 studios were 
spending on elaborate CES displays. 


CEG is optimistic about prospects, says it has 
allocated more than 45,000 sq. ft. for home video -- 
20,000 for regular titles in main East Hall of 
Convention Center, 25,000 for X-rated in Sahara 
hotel. Memo being circulated to potential exhibitors 
says 50% of 54,000 retailers expected to attend show 
are merchandisers and that 11,000 of those 27,000 
"rent or sell prerecorded videocassettes." Las Vegas 
also will have as exhibitors at least 23 name-brand 
VCR manufacturers and 29 blank tape producers. 

EIA-Japan ha: 
. $ agreed to coo i 

American Electronics Assn. in pes srr f 
U.S. electronics exports to J en Be 

re ; © Japan, and established 

ca wen ae to work on ways to achieve that 

its members tet of dene, aoe is putting together for 

electronics products they're Companies and 

interested in buying. 


12 were 2nd hich 
eT tps est 
in final week at the 


Wey 
— REFINANCING: Commodo v \A": 
coMMe mo oblems were spotlighted again “i 7 ew wey con 
finan ne mpany said it wasn't in Compliance with’ ' on eet 508 sy 
when f its loan agreements. Company saiq o oe vel pe 
terms Or sito temporary walver of terms whiten of} a 
had d agreements are worked out. | wpe of & 
iat ails weren't disclosed, it | ve os ge ae 
‘le det ils W' i: ? 's 
‘fat Woe rating loss plus $80 pipe: writede 0d wiser ‘ 
cts to report for fiscal 4th quarter to June % Foe as the 
yen Aug 19 p14) will reduce debt-to-asset Patio # ere 
Cue evel stipulated in loan terms. Banks! ‘ 
: thdrawal of capital could damage Commodore’, MS? : and c 
witort to win broad dealer acceptance of $1,285 in JOR, 
‘amiga computer it's to begin marketing this mony, giles © — 


i's competing 16-bit 520 ST computer 
. ay rae specialty retailers, is being offered with 
12" RGB color monitor, 3.5" dise drive and mouse ip, 
$1,000 package. Atari is set to start breaking pri 
wr comparing ST's price and capabilities with 
significantly higher priced Apple, IBM and 


id it will 
st $700-$1,000, or about $600 under comparable 
Apple units. Although computers will run Apple 


noninfringement agreement 
in settling copyright suit by Apple. 


system. Retailer Toys R Us is offering basic package 
-- computer console with tape drive, keyb and 
rinter, at $300, lists 5.25" 

$200, modem at $100. 


CABLE TUNING DOMINATES: Well over half of 
color TV sets sold last year had cable-comp: 
tuning, according to EIA, which indicates more ths 
25 million "cable-ready" sets were sold in 4 yest 
through 1984. 


Figures released for first time in EIA Elec e 
Market Data Book show 58.1% of color 1 Se 
factory sales had cable tuning last year: ll 
45.9% in 1983. Here are data on factoryS®®® 
cable-compatible sets: i 


Year Units ’ ~~ 
1981 3,896,534 ee 
1982 5,181,645 re 
1983 6,568,843 33.) 
1984 9,621,471 he 


Electronic Market Data Book 1989 5° yy, 
from EIA Mktg. Services Dept., 200! Eye Se 
Washington 20006, for $80. , 


vith 
t year y) 


/, 
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ov. 2 yO. 
v me Revival of U.S. home computer 
av MEDC ome under new names, such as "home 
gpket on systems" OF New media," and Microsoft, 
fore toped MSX home computer operating 

oh deve” that its 2nd chance in this market will 
ablished brown goods industry. This 
: ent Berlin Internationale 

made Audio-Video Fair in seminar for 
e en nsored by Microsoft and in our 


Pi erviews Lia 
m, which is home computer standard 


MSX _ ; ante is targeted for Europe, has 
in Jpn vably in U.S. Its real opportunity now, 
sailed ™ ie Microsoft Chmn. Bill Gates, is not as 
3000 computer system but as "world standard for 
home se electronics linking the computer in the 
um various audio, video and communications 

¢ today and tomorrow." In this, Microsoft 
at least 2 powerful allies, both with major clout 
has Philips and Sony. Panasonic also has 


oe MSX but has been less communicative 


shout U.S. plans. 


Philips New Media Systems Mktg. Mgr. Frank 
h said his company sees MSX as "driving engine 
for its new media systems concept,” which will merge 
yideo-audio, telephone and computer. We asked Lech 
whether North American Philips will use MSX 
in its upcoming home word processor (TVD 


! pe 2 pl3). He replied: "Any system we offer in 


United States will be MSX-based." 


Masao Morita, son of Sony Chmn. Akio Morita, 
who is gen. mgr. of Sony Home Interactive Systems, 
hit same theme as the others: "MSX will 
revolutionize the benefit and enjoyment consumers 
ean derive from familiar established products such as 
wdio systems, VIRs, optical dises, CDs, TV and 
telecommunications." MSX, he Said, has more than 
2/3 share of Japanese home computer market, and 
nillionth MSX unit will be sold before Christmas. In 
future, MSX won't be considered a computer, he 
added, "but a brown goods product." 


Verdict is still out on European market, but both 
Sony and Philips are mounting major campaigns. | 
Berlin show, Sony had large hands-on exhibit of big 
ined of MSX-based home computers. Philips's 
Q emnational exhibit demonstrated prototypes of both 
.. ing and possible new media products, including 
com using MSX 2 system, due next year, completely 

1 ypatible with existing MSX but with more power, 
Foi a 3.5" dise drive. Among computerized 
tictiona shown or described by Philips were CD ROM 
sounds, 2 showing pictures of items as well as 
Qditin, » Use of home computer interface for easy 

8 of home videotapes, use of computer to 


‘any 7 
Ce videotex and videodiscs. 


) yPer MSX-based home computers were shown in 


Mitsu Ce-Tee, Daewoo, Fisher, Gold Star, 
Toshiba iz Panasonic, Sanyo, Spectravideo an 
in Europ 'N addition to Philips and Sony, but success 
tdherentgr Still in question. Main thrust of MSX 
argument is that single standard system 


TV DIGEST 
fully com E38 


patible amo 
: ng all spats . 
Systems are 6 all generations and all brands 


if any 
Consumer-orie ; 
to succeed, €r-oriented computing 


M activiti 
at this : Ivities reached thei ae 
virtuale S Summer CES, Sh scree cies 
another ae i oe ‘5 oe when there would be 
us: ‘Currently, the ark, Microsoft's Gates told 


makers Atari and Ce than traditional home computer 
he expects such A pene ~~ both lost to MSX -- 


Standard of eo 
Gates said. 


x ke ke & 


Microsoft may help give MSX additional boost in 
pues via new software duplication and distribution 
acility in Ireland. Company expects to start 
operation there in mid-1986 with about 20, boost 
employment to 140 as production increases over next 
3 years. Company also said it plans to open sales and 
technical support offices in Stockholm and Milan this 


year. 
—_—__ Oo 


__ Trade legislation intended to open world markets 
wider to U.S. goods and provide sanctions against 
countries whose manufacturers engage in unfair 
competition is expected to be proposed by President 
Reagan in effort to head off slew of more restrictive 
measures, including tariff hikes and quotas, being 
developed in Congress. Among measures being 
considered for Administration proposal are $300 
million fund to help U.S. exporters compete against 
foreign companies that get govt. export credits, 
tightened protection from imports for U.S. patent 
holders and retaliation against countries that permit 
manufacture and export of counterfeit products. 
Administration has acted already to increase number 
of govt.-initiated probes into foreign nontariff trade 
barriers. Support for import impact aid to U.S. 
industries came last week from RCA Chmn. Thornton 
Bradshaw. He told Conference Board that while he's 
believer in free trade, some U.S. industries need 
period of protection to give them time for oe 
improvements necessary to meet foreign competition. 


i t single shipment from U.S. to China 

i eet ee ea is small-secreen color TV 
tube production equipment sold by GE eo its 
Syracuse plant. Gear, including robots, —— 
VEN COTE aes cleaning Nrfty 40-ft. container 

ines, was - | . 
ot at better than 1,000 tons. — was 
slated to leave Philadelphia for gon’ cal 
week's end aboard. Chinese freighter. - es 
reassembled, equipment will be capable 


. Gear became surplus 
550,000 color ie med it was discontinuing 10" 


outside. 
continuing at Syracuse. 


Cap enas 
~~ = 


° 


Se Ger 


a «oi iba as 
netime GE, 1° he onic, name 
, sales mgr-, hd In tr subsidiary 
Soe clint Thomas, PY of Topandising 
er Appliance Stores, © recently acquir ed 
mesponsibilities foc to : ii handled out of 
ain. 


= ncepts Cc : sts at 
vie is hq. Resigning PP and Richard 


leberman and 
Mort % Mer. Peter Parker... 


chard onsumer Ries Div. 
= é ibility for 6mm 
mktg .. adds respons! : 

fi a a ne duties of John O Brien, : 
beni: to Ultra Technologies, new Kodak venture 


in fiber optics. 

Ted Sakao named gen. mgr. of new JVC VHD 
Development & Promotion Div... Al Bedross 1s ial 
retiring as Fuji Photo Magnetic Products Div. spect 
accts. mgr. after 10 years with company... Paul 
Koether elected Craig chmn., succeeding Robert 


Craig, retired July 1. 


Jon Peisinger, pres. of Vestron Video, adds 
CEO title... Fred Richards, ex-BBDO and formerly 
pres. of Thorn EMI Video, named Scanline 
Communications senior mktg. vp with home video 

ibilities... Steven Rothman, ex-MCA Home 
Entertainment Group vp, joins New Century 
Productions as vp for home video, features, TV and 
syndication... David Cook, chmn.-pres., Cook Data 
Services, named CEO of newly formed subsidiaries 
Blockbuster Video and Blockbuster Computer 
Systems... Michael Preece named head of national 
sales, CBS/Fox Video International in U.K. 


Reginald McKinstry, ex-Johnson Matthey, joins 
RCA oe wen Special Products Div. as 
entertainmen and parts product management 
dir., porated rage ri sisoey: retired after 42 
years pany... Katsuya Ilwaya appointed 
Epson (U.S.) OEM Products Div. vp-gen. mgr... Philip 


Group; Frank Hollowa i 

; y appointed Electronics Div. 

og “nasa Rupert, ex-Bell & Howell, joins é 

pa nics as pres.-COO, succeeding Lyle 
PS, who continues as vice chmn.-CEO ’ 


——j—__. 


Zenith ei ; 
enith signed 2 advertisers for first edition of 


HBO” and other offer; ; 


ot ith 
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1985-9 mo. to July 31 18,854,009 


1984-9 mo. to July 31 20,68 ( ' 
1985-qtr. to July 31 67525 °0 ww 7h a 
1984-qgtr. to July 31 6.691.009 ara be 
(13 )\4 B 
hyron 1009) | EM 
pate: to June 30 | sept 
1984-year to June 30 3,535 
1985-qtr. to June 30 52138 | } 
1984-qtr. to June 30 . 400 it groadc? 
Microdyne | hy 
1985-39 wk. to July 28 \* cc MUS! 
. F 
1984-39 wk. to July 29 5285 | werful 12 
1985-13 wk. to July 28 ¥ 002 ‘og, | po ched 
1984-13 wk. to July 29 259. ae jaun 
57,069 4 
See ee: toa 2 ‘al 
1985-6 mo. to Ma 4 use 
1984-6 mo. to May 31 1.0 4 Hyped k 
1985-qtr. to May 31 Feet ’ a P 
1984-qtr. to May 31 me ABLE C 
é Cc 
Notes: Adjusted. "Restated. would re 
== MPAA tes 
Joint discrete semiconductor manufach,. Ss 


and marketing venture is being formed by cp 
Westinghouse of U.S. with U.S. subsidiary of 3. 
Mitsubishi. Subject to final ratification ang — 
approvals, venture would acquire Westinghouse ji. 
in Youngwood, Pa., Burabo, P.R., and Le 
France, plus GE facility in Auburn, N.Y. Gk’; 
semiconductor plants in U.S., India, Ireland ani — 
Singapore aren't included. Each of U.S. partnes 
would contribute about $21 million in cash and wa 
for respective 45% shares of Mitsubishi 
would ante up $4.9 million for 10%. Venture wil — 
handle rectifiers, thyristors and power transistes, | 
employ about 900. It's 2nd such venture moveil 
electronics components within a year for : 
Westinghouse —- last Dec. it announced it was 
contributing CRT plant in Horseheads, N.Y., (0 
color TV and display tube manufacturing ventu®" 
Toshiba (TVD Dec 17). 


Sanyo is looking at sites in U.S. and Mes 
for planned rechargeable battery plant. te? 
choose location by year’s end and start ii 4 
in 1986. Facility is to have eapacity for saat 
batteries monthly. Sanyo now in Jah 
million rechargeable batteries annually '#°" 
exports 20% to U.S. 

oat 


RCA gave $1.25 million to U. of P* 
professorship in computer science- 


Obituary 
Ira Halperin, 48, Sharp Video DIV." niet | 
sales mgr., died of heart attack Avg. , 
family outing. Veteran of 25 yet hele 
joined Sharp from Sony in 1984, had seit 
Admiral and Philoo-Ford, Wife, 29° 


ri 
all rg Fields: 


? gepTEM SUMMARY =INDEX 
1500 - Cable 
7 009 groadcast - COS 
0 ee sT-CARRY ACTION URGED by host of 
009 FCC ful jawmekers whe want rulemaking or inquiry 
‘00g Prpohed soon °° 
» 009 TION FEES by FCC 
_-REGULA y approved b 
cost-OF? Revised fee schedule included in of 
,000) Hoel pudget reconciliation bill. (P. 3) 
COPYRIGHT COMPROMISE being negotiated 
cABLE ly on flat per-subscriber fee. NCTA, NAB, 
WP AA testify on CRT reform. (P. 4) 
ones pORN rock’ BILL UNLIKELY to move in Senate, 
E and P anforth tells packed hearing. Broadcasters split on 
Japan's whether to endorse regulation. (P. 5) 


BLING SCRAMBLED: S/MC hits 
5). Operators and programmers 


tative Service for Broadcasting, Cable, Consumer Elect 
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Consumer Electronics 
PHILIPS LAUNC 


center in J HING VCR design and manufacturing 


Japan. . 9) with 50%-owned subsidiary Marantz 


K 

VOR ston xPANDS VIDEO line with 8mm portable 
ade Sy —timers, plug-in c , 

still-imaging orcdbies se - ameras. To test 


Me lel ABOUND at Berlin Audio-Video Fair, 
oe acturers look to step up selling to offset 
pact of sluggish market. (P. 10) 


he indie EDGED UP just 17% in July, may be 
- = tv) Japanese export growth slowdown. Zenith 13” 
S now coming from Mexico. (P. 11) 


MITSUBISHI PRICES 35" direct-view TV for U.S. 
market at $3,200, unveils A-V system. RCA shows 
own 35" tube. (P. 13) 


'S other agree to disagree. (P 
und 
ners FCC ADOPTS CABLE EEO RULES focusing on SUPREME COURT TO HEAR Zenith-NUE antitrust 
id assets efforts, not results. Existing processing guidelines suit Nov. 12. ITA set for TV dumping margin review. 
ishi will be one of yardsticks. (P. 6) TV kit duty bill stalled. (P. 13) 
will 
Stors, DIRTY MOVIES FOCUS of keynote panel at Atlantic mba te mid SHOCKER: GEC threatens to sue 
ei _ Playboy in spotlight. (P. 7) set makers for teletext infringements in Europe. 
ia Cable Show. Playboy in SpolLé Stations not involved. (P. 14) 
S _ CAMERAS IN SENATE CLOSER: Some major a. 
to joint =| wa shifting positions. Optimists expect bill SONY REPORTS NET FELL 9.2 % in fiscal 3rd 
ure wi passage this year. (P. 7) quarter, although income increased. (P. 14) 
CC MUST-CARRY RULEMAKING URGED: Broadcasters’ congressional (OVATE salvage 
2. ~ cable must-carry rules has resulted in host of influential lawmakers urging FCC to take action 
ects tof : rules in some form. It's possible that Hill pressure on 
aon that might result in restoration of ules in te ing. or a 
7 | Commission might result this week in its issuing must-carry rulemaking 
roo | _Peginning inquiry to assess what if anything can or should be done. 
in = : é E represents real progress, 
: I While NAB and other broadcast said Hill pressure on eee "] read all these 
- others suggested it's of symbolic value only. Said a COmTAB lobbyists Sitting aro ; 
ow | etters from the Hill as indicating they're tired of . ma 
y | Offices, and they want them to come sit around our offices +0 
é ‘nati ittee 
Communications Subcomm 
Chm of several hot letters to AO toe —. 16 to start rulemaking to assess 
. Goldwater (R-Ariz.), who urged Chmn. Fow 
pn 
ission, | lation of Federal statute 
he Copyr; ye ithout written permission is a vio 
yith ; ihe © 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, W 
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of TV-Electronics Companies 


ring past week. Dash 
ime. Amounts expressed 


Financial Reports 


as 
These fe tatest reports 


t availa 
= information no 
indicates meses denote loss 


obtained du 
ple at press ¢ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


in dollars. Pare? Per 
arnings re 
| Revenues Net E Sha 
Company & Period = 
; 000 
so/video AFFiTIates 60,118,000 2 e000 
hud «w=. to July 44 581,000 ; ; 
| july 3! "339,000 | 1-356,000 
1984-6 mo bo ay sl 32 + 333,000 982 , 000 
1985-atr July 3! ace 
1984-otT to July 
1 In jes 0 (59,000) 
cable Tv i sgt 3) 15:3 0 235,000 
see § wo. to July 3] "3"338,000 (66,000) 
1984-6 ; y : . 
| 3985-qtr- a ed 3 7,640,000 102 ,000 
9g4—qtr 
) Networks 83,000 7,150,000 
ies 6 mo. to June 30 4 si 000 4,342,000 
1994-6 mo. to June 30 34,650,000 4,682 ,000 
1985-atr. to June 30 35°703,000 | 2,976,000 
1994-qtr. to June 30 ’ 
SSony* 49,700,000 | 229,500,000 
[ 1985-9 mo. to UY 3 4.741, 900,000 | 224,000,000 
| 1984-9 mo. tO ae 31 | 1,442,700,000 | 72,200.00 
tesa ‘ 79,500, 
1994-qtr. to July 3! 1,281, 600,000 9 
Or Cae 73,000 
1985-9 mo. to July 3] meds Bey a 
1984-9 mo. to July 3) 20, a EES 
1985-qtr. to July 3) 9,096, tenia 
1984-gtr. to July 3) 7,088 ,000 ; 
woos 3,474,000 
1985-13 wk. to Aug. 24] 302,484,000 ,474, 
1984-12 wk. to Aug. 18 307 020,000 16,242,000 
lectronics 
onary June 30 2,696 ,000 (1,595,000) 
1984-qtr. to June 30 5,519,000 22,000 


Notes: “Adjusted. “Pro forma. “At yen's current 


rate. “Per ADR. “Restated. 


Dee Fe ERS 
Consumer Electronics Personals 


Michael Heil, ex-Koala Technologies, 
one-time Atari, joins Sony Consumer Products as 
national aect. vp, new post... Joseph Brang 
advanced at NAP Consumer Electronics to materials 
vp, succeeding Fred Fanella, now finished products 
vp; Brang's former responsibilities as 
mfg. dir. assumed by Operations Senior Vp-Gen. Mgr. 
Robert Lukingbeal... Lawrence Walders has left 
|! in Washington law firm Tanaka, Walders 
& Ritger to become partner in Graham & James, 
where he will continue to specialize in trade matters. 


Steven Jobs, Apple cofo : 
chmn. after Rccisisey mader, nesigns-aa 


with bo a 
Apple employes to h ard over his hiring 5 


elp him launch n i 
coatttne company... David Allen, Me sh 
om appointed Dynascan finance vp-chief financial 

icer... Ted Green, ex-Adcom, named Onkyo east 
pees, Sales mer... William Souberoff ITT N 
Fis Telecommunications Operations senior 
responsibility for ITT Business Systems, seoenthy 


S computer, 
mation units, 


*minal, peripheral and office auto 


bi. 


With 
(ISSN 0497-1545) 
PUBLISHED BY TELEVISION pigp. 

T 


Television Digest. Inc. is publisher of Communicar 


"8ume, Elec; 
ir 


sion Digest with Consumer Electronics, Video Weep mt Saretfir, 
Connections: World Communications Report (with The A Oommen Ca Wop, : 
Broadcasting Report, Space Commerce Bulletin, Tetees ono iu og Went yinot 
Telecom Facthook and other special ie! and Cap th Mey qe Atied e 
ic 
Copyright © 1985 by Television Digest. Inc in thong ond B 
any form, without written permission, ig prohaetion . 
EDITORIAL & BUSINESS HEADoy, 
1836 Jefferson Place. N.W.. Washingto QUARTER pTEM 
Phone: 202-872-9200 Telex: 6502173616 C. 209%, “8S sé 
MCI Mail: TELEFACTS Facsimile (Groy ; (Via Wur 
This newsletter is available electronically 4 12-293 3435 
WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS ‘ - de 
Albert Warren .- - rk Saree rate Easley — Bro 
Paul L. Warren .. Assoc. Pub. r. Ed. adderom 4, """: ¢ 
Dawson B Nail.....- Executive Editor Glenn Brown |” Macnee c Cc 1SS! 
Jonathan Miller ...---- Senior Editor Betty Alvine _. oa 1 Citing F st 
Daniel Warren ...----- _ » News Editor NEW Yo “latin Coney “i 
Steven Tuttle ... Managing Ed.. Wash. RK BUREA) ' care 
Mary Crowley ...++++- Senior Editor 475 Fifth Ave, NY. 4p do just t 
Mike Schwartz ...--- Associate Editor one: 217 686-S4in Li 
Arthur Brodsky ...-- Associate Editor David \ NN 
Frances Seghers ..... Associate Editor Robert E. Gann Editon, McK 
Melinda Gipson ...-- Associate Editor Seth Goldstein Managing Edy Metrom 
Theresa Foley....--- Associate Editor Rich oe Aw eae Sete Fay fol 
Deborah Jacobs ... Info. System Mgr. ee a —— so S is 
RESENT rks. 
Television and Cable Factbook (Editorial & Tein ¥ 
Michael Taliaferro... Managing Editor is ) ” IN) 
Mary Appel ...---- Editorial Director ichard E. Varner D 
Barbara E. Van Gorder Sr. Supv. Editor _—¢/ 0 Foreign C Chiba restrall 
Richard Koch......-- Editorial Supv. Denki Bidg.. 20th Floor ee progral 
Melinda M. Lukasz... . - Senior Editor Yuraku-cho. Chi 
Tokyo 100, 
Factbook Research, Inc. Phone: 211-3161 Telex: Tey 
Lynn R. Levine......--++-- Director MCI Maik TVDTOKY9 


Robert Stein, ex—Criterion, and wife Aleen 
form Voyager Press to specialize in high-quality 
cassette and optical disc releases of classic filma) 
video art... Von Polk advanced at CBS/Fox Video 


Commercial Products Div. to management products 
vp-gen. mgr... Marilyn Blend named YCA 
Teletronics sales dir., new post. 

—I— 

France's Thomson has agreed to joint home | 
and business personal computer development efftt 
with Italy's Olivetti and Olivetti's U.K. affiliate 
Acorn. Aim is to come up with European stant 
operating system. Current best-selling cone a | 
Europe are from Apple, Commodore, IBM bene 
U.K.'s Sinclair, all of which use differents 
as do MSX types being offered there by Philips 
several Japanese producers. Thomson had at OF 
broad cooperative arrangement with Phil oi 
fell apart when Thomson decided against Mal 
laser videodisc system in France and Philils 
adopt MSX standard for home 


Spectravideo has been discontinued S55 
corporate and brand name. Substituted . 
Bondwell, taken from Bondwell Holdin aid 
Kong-based company that acquired 

in SV last spring. With marketing 
small business computers, “the 
and its home computer 
reflect our company," said 


q 


tative Service for Broadcasting 
ho ad ; 


ut 
4d fied Fields: 


epTEMBER 30, SUMMARY : 
-INDE 
dcast Cable X: OF WEEK’s NEWS VOL. 25, NO. 39 
cast ~ 
Broa Goneaeaen: 
¢ ISSUES NAB INVITATION: Fowler tells Te net oc ronics 
FC he's waiting for 'someone' to propose DEVALUATIO 


ongre 
Caetully c 


EY CHARTS FCC COURSE: Actio 
dia takeovers due in 6 weeks. MA > on ABC, 
¢ in Marto ee 


rafted mandatory carriage rules,' 


his week. (P. 1) NAB to 


McKINN 


etromec* * 
alls for hearin 


works. (P- 3) 


DoJ INVESTIGATING SCRAMBLING: Possible 
restraint of trade probed in NCTA consortium and 
programmers’ scrambling proposals. (P. 5) 


Iprcc FEE SCHEDULE MOVED IN SENATE: Final 
approval by both chambers now seems certain. CPB 
funding advances in sly 2nd maneuver. (P. 5) 


cps COULD PUT KMOX-TV ON BLOCK, Jankowski 
tells analysts. Unfriendly takeover bid by Ted Turner 
prompts consideration of other asset sales. (P. 6) 


MGM/UA, RAINBOW CLOSE TO SETTLING contract 
dispute over film library. Turner may sell piece of 
_ CNN to finance MGM deal. (P. 7) 


_ COURT THUMBS NOSE AT FCC: Tells agency that 
it ‘blundered' in pole attachment rate ruling involving 
_ Group W and Ala. Power Co. Cable access ruling 

ted in R.I. ease. (P. 7) 


“Fee THROWS MUST-CARRY 
_ Ihust-carry -- following U.S. Appeals C 


_ ommunications Subcommittee, 
4 toadcasters in appealing decision to U.S. 


Fowler's letter, see below) was "never... 
in 4 proposal which would include @ 
b. Car justification of the policy aims 
é Come forward." 


. . 
“with eer 8 said Commission will consid 
4 combined notice of inquiry/notic 


' pom 6 
seta ta 


Cabli 
e, Consumer Electronic 
s 


set of carefully cr 
and constitutionality 


e of propose 


Publisheg 
Weekly sj 


| IG oT 
S| 


NI 
Consumer elec MPACT not expected to be felt in 
Korean VCR sales h 


SONY T 
O DOUBLE CAPACITY of San Diego plant to 


1.4-1.5 millio 
: n ann i ; 
emphasis on 27" a —_ 


RCA’ 
iillvaieuiespons yacht naam ae 
00 

for all CE profits in 1984. (P11) me 


CBS AIRS FIRST STEREO show experimentally on 


one station, won't co i 
until 1987-88. (P. ae pene ss eran 


DIGITAL SPECIAL-EFFECTS VCR by Toshiba, on 
sale in Japan, has 1.15 megabit memory, can freeze 
broadcast or taped picture. (P. 12) 


3M SEES SOLID GROWTH continuing for recorded 
cassette market, expects sales to dealers to be up 
77% this year, 46% in 1986. (P. 13) 


COMMODORE POSTS $124 MILLION LOSS in final 
quarter after heavier-than-expected inventory write 
down. Amiga bows. (P. 14) 


AIWA ADDING 8mm CAMCORDER, deck of own 
design in spring. Sanyo plans its own. (P. 15) 


Heavy congressional pressures on 
isi alling FCC rules unconstitutional 
Goldwater (R-Ariz.), chmn. of 


“Conmtnications Subeommit Heo ak OE coe decision not to join 
ty, Supreme Court (appeal was file 


intended to preclude any 


d by NAB day before 
party from coming forw 


i da 
ted mandatory carriage rules an 
ve of such rules. So far, no one has 


and will "seek [comments] 


ar such a petition carefully, 2. an inquiry, he said, 


d rulemaking. 


hout written permission, is a violation of Federal statute 
withou 


rm, 


of yor: 2 hore 
f 5 CASSETTE MARKEL All signs are 
9 ear in recorded casset : 
om pease sey fsa uae = 
Wo 5 3M's > ased of 866 telephone interviews completed 
fan geport, nin Jan., doesn't state numbers, 
by ae ss estimates 77% increase in sales to 
es this year and 46% increase in 1986. 
ent Ont Key to current market and to 3M Study is 
x al . Report says consumers will purchase 
HoPean | tore tapes this year than they did in 1984, with 
ties if al volume jumping 90%. Much of gain is coming 


Pa ren ‘¢ videos, according to 3M, which thinks 
tent, from ae the verge of having significant impact." 


th elieves data support its 1984 hypothesis "that 
re ( 4 95 is sufficiently hot price. Lower prices do 
tg 2¥D attract sufficient increased buyers, consequently 
Cre, jeading to lower revenue. 
esults bear out conclusion. In 1984, 29% of 
aa er said they were positively inclined to buy 
ith 419.95, in addition to 17% eager to purchase 
P this yithout any price reference, for total of 46%; this 
et th; , former group shrank to 20% while latter grew 
ice 18%, or 38%, decline of more than 17%. At 
—_ $24.95, combined figure is 31%, representing much 
improved profit potential. As for average number 
vhi d, "without price” total was unchanged at 4 
aa cassettes a year and "with price" dropped 2, from 9 
lin per year to 7. 
emory 


In fact, sellthrough is declining as percentage of 
"total when 3M tracks number of VCR owners buying 
| orrenting cassettes. In 1980, 24% of sample bought 
| average of 5.8 cassettes a year; thereafter level 
constant | declined to 23% (4 cassettes), 15% (3.5), 14% (3.6) 


‘sand — and 13% (4.2) last year. Rentals, on other hand, have 
jumped from 20% to 51%, 62%, 74% and 82%, 

in bringing total of those who do either to 84%. 

ise and : 

t Number of VCR homes in both categories has 

(not risen sharply, although faster for rentals. Report 
éstimates rental households at a shade under 12 
million last year, double 1983 mark and 40 times 
More than the 300,000 in 1980. Buyers went from 

“fell ga to 1.1 million in 1983 and almost 2 million 

ar 
ed 3 


Big plus on side of sellthrough is steady dr op in 
or te costs. In 1984, 10% of respondents paid $66 
as more, 28% $46-$65 and 62% $45 or less. Last 
able | impey® P28 grown fourfold since 1981, reflects 


a act of Public domain titles and short-length music 
esi? 9 strono} dren's videos. Music titles showed up 

H us je) 0 8M's poll, were bought by 25% of 

i Consid ers, borrowed by 31% of renters, now are 

si a "relatively widely accepted." Only genre 

wo ..W Steady change in survey has been classic 


i . 
} 1983 0 rented by 36% in 1981, 44% in 1982, 47% in 
a tppeal 54% in 1984, 3M thinks sports is losing 
: because neve 5~point increase last year only | 
NAssette of Continental Video's Summer Olympics 


' 


Of : 
homes hi points in report: (1) Number of VCR 


‘7 million last year, after eliminating 
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aera units, Sales to inst; 
an million ee 1983 Count was 7.8 


"relatively Stabl. - those who've bought remains 

without cable continue to mabected, respondents 

although gap is shrinking. ee fn eee with, 
—s 


es Sinclair R 
agreement on resch duli 
banks and sa edulin 


pene ese Support. Although details weren't 
Clive a1 : company said agreement calls for founder 
ptr inclair to continue as chmn. and retain his 
: ir interest. He was to step down from that post 
ollowing sale of holdings to Pergamon Press, but 
deal was called off last month (TVD Aug 19 p13). 
However, it was indicated that top-level changes will 
announced soon. Meanwhile, company said it 
slashed price of QL home computer 50% to about 


$280. Move is expected to increase sales, improve 
cash flow. 


Variable Speech Control will be featured in 
Sharp VCR to go into production by year's end. 
Designed to permit "speed viewing" without loss of 
comprehension, VSC uses sampling technology to 
maintain intelligible audio at up to double speed. 
Sharp signed license agreement with VSC (185 Berry 
St., San Francisco 94107; 415-495-6100). Sharp also 
signed agreement to become source for CMOS ICs for 
VSC. Sharp plans to show production model VCR 
with VSC at Jan. CES. Sony and Radio Shack are 
among VSC audio tape recorder licensees. VSC Pres. 
Stanley Takase said VSC adds about $6 to cost of 
producing VCR. 


Electronic Accessories Show has booked 3,000 
advance registrations from dealers, expects to have 
5,000 registered by Oct. 10, when it starts 2-day run 
at Atlantic City Convention Center. Show has 70 
product exhibitors and 10 trade publications. EIA 
Consumer Electronics Group says it has more than 
1,150 exhibit space requests for Winter Consumer 
Electronics Show Jan. 9-12 in Las Vegas. 


_page newspaper ads by JV C last week 
soated HO eee atey herdiding "a new eae "i 
VHS." Ads also said: "It's never obsolete... . * ' 
formats may come and go [but VHS ae oi 
the latest advances, while retaining oe i 
HQ VHS is called "maximized picture quality y 


see for yourself." 


Lowest priced ! 


Japanese cat which becomes 8th Japanese 


ga 
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4 MILLION: On eve of 
dvanced Amiga personal 
d it posted $124 

4th quarter to June 30, some $44 


14). 
million higher than it ha (TVD Aug 19 p ) 
r loss for period stemmed 


Sooner seid Hig” writedown to $63 million 
ee aced ed $50 million. Deficit also 
time charge for promotional 

Compan. sales decline for 
pene Cashel higher than anticipated. For 


i as some 
sara odore had loss 0 
financial table). 


iti odore said, its auditors will 
eT pret annual report. Qualification 
lated to Commodore's being in 


i lieved re 
Se eens with terms of its loan agreements and 


need to renegotiate i 
arrangements (TVD Sept 16 p14). 


Financial problems raise uncertainties over 
market reception of Amiga and other new entry, 
Commodore 128, being introduced as stepup from 
Commodore 64, and questions about how much 
company will be able to spend to support them over 
long term if sales fail to take off. 


computer, Comm 


year, Comm 
drop of 30.3% (see 


At meeting in N.Y., Commodore said it budgeted 

$40 million to back last week's Amiga launch. Funds 
will go into ad campaign that includes network and 
cable TV, magazines and newspapers, as well as 
co-op funds for dealers and instant credit program 
for qualified buyers. Commodore said it will sell its 
$1,295-list Amiga only through computer specialty 
stores, already has lined up 662 dealers. To minimize 
price cutting, it said it wouldn't offer volume 
discounts. 


Commodore, which until now has concentrated 
on low-end Sr market, isn't only PC 
company impacted by soft market. Apollo Computer 
marketer of PCs to scientists and engineers, said it 
| expects to show $18 million 3rd-quarter loss after 
| onetime $14 million charge for inventory writedown 
. and reserve to cover costs of reducing capacity and 
| dismissing 300 of its 3,700 workers, 
| —2— 

Audio-only royalt , 
only y tax on recorders 
sieeve in bill to be introduced by Seite y= 
en ~ Subcommittee Chmn. Mathias (R-Md.) 
ees already filed in House, it will call for 
eaves double consumen eae OE Ta 
Ww" o-mid-quality tapes ~~ but only 5% on 


HIGH-TECH GADGET MAKep. Ra 
jewelry, "a watch-like product Po ®ctroni, My 
be first in line of high-tech m ~ Ut no 
consumer products to come fp 

Omni-Corp., Bloomfield, Conn aiiternatigs ttt i” 
licensing and marketing firm eae. Ment 

year by Eric Bromley, formerly ad d Carlie 
vp at Coleco. Vaneeg Raji 


Bromley claims conceptig 
credit for Coleco's tabletop a 
games and for Colecovision pro 


d Velo 
: type elect 
game, both of which dominated marker vide, 


of electronic toys. Bromley |], i sm 
shortly before company — dong olees last wel em 
IOC staff now consists of 2 eno; ae 
Bromley, 2 designers and sales head ane’ inca, | By S2! 
with Coleco. Company already has cin Ormerly to have © 
electronic toys, licensed one to Jap CUP with; | company: 
manufacturer and is negotiating wagers products, 
others with U.S. companies. Ents fop 9 Richard 
Third area of interest is com F 
First product in that seetor, also expen Sone 
. d. ish le expected to be recent Be 
licensed, is hardware device that plugs in betwee, affiliate, 
computer keyboard and console and enables there nex 
to run such complex programs as Lotus ae as VHS-C 
Wordstar or Multiplan without any advance tr ii never pro 
world,” s2 
That IOC was active at all surfaced last regret the 


with announcement of its agreement to be acquire | 


in stock swap by Penguin Group, com f . Sany 
investment purposes. Bromley told spe Riri cameorde 
of deal will mean capital infusion of up to $2.2 productic 
million, which should be enough for it to start Sanyo its 
production. Bromley said he couldn't release detail Germany 

summer. 


of product at this time, indicated working samples — 
had been shown to selected customers, will aa 
marketed under Penguin brand. — 

RIAA again raised ante for cassette 


certification awards, this time by 50%, reflectitg | by Jap: 

growth of market. As of Oct. 1, movies need?" | mi wie | 

units or at least $3 million at retail f Gold, 10 ym some hay 
trical and 


and $6 million for Platinum; ae rica re ne, 
nonmusie programs qualify at 30,000 and 9! nil 
60,000 and $2.4 million. When RIAA ye 

separate category for music videos it est ¢ 
floor at 25,000 and $1 million for Gold, 90," 
million oy Ea eee where movies We" 1, 
couple of years ago. Following criteria @Pe 
categories: (1) Cassettes and | 


After official certifi ights 0 
ed ee na 


ae 
a“ er 
weit 
in zt. ¥ + 
eal: 


rt k= “ 
) 


certified can be resubmi! Be a 

Burger King has bou h me 
Panasonic industrial VCR-montte’® 
other equipment for training © 


ath 


¥ nan 
o Dace * orn Telev istO! 
gra om Bulletin. | publications. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Vic Sholis, Montgomery Ward national 
merchandise mgr. for TVs, stereo and VCRs, adds 
responsibility for portable electronics, accessories, 
computers, telephones and photo equipment... Sig 
Schreyer has left post as Atari vp-gen. mgr. in wake 
of dispute with Chmn. Jack Tramiel; Schreyer joined 
Sante Arpm c ommodore earlier this year; James 
a Pesiens as Atari mktg. vp to form Shanner 
on ame as licensor and marketer of 3rd-party 

> developed for Atari computers. 


» NEw post; Robert 
EUR. iffice to L.A, hq bil 
fifionas mia a 'an Higgins advanced to 


Video softw 
acquisition eom 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics ¢, 


These are latest reports a5 obtained during 
indicates information not available at press time, 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss, 


Dast Week 
Anounts "esse, 


Company & Period 


; ++ City Stores 
alee Fake Aug. 31 
1984-6 mo. to Aug. 31 
1985-qtr. to Aug. 3] 
1984-qtr- to Aug. 31 


276,079,000 
202 ,250 ,000 
147,911,000 
108,649,000 


1 
modore Internationa 
eopas-year to June 30 


4-year to June 30 1,267,200 ,000 m 
es fil to June 30 131,900,000 45 Broe 
1984-qtr. to June 30 300 , 300 ,000 e 

ri Aca 
S 420,161,000 domit 

- ; 507 , 302 ,000 nt and €€ 
1985-13 wk. to Sept. |] 201 ,502 ,000 rc 
1984-13 wk. to Aug. 26 268 ,597 ,000 ~ wint 

' ne 
Corp.” age 
wv98S-year to June 30 1,751,800 ,000 KTLA 
1984-year to June 30 1,337, 100,000 
1 igs NAB 
Notes: *Includes special credit. °At Australian dollar" . 
current rate. “After special charge. 5 rae 
ne up 
diffe! 


mfg. and distribution operations dir., named yp with 
same responsibilities for RCA/Ariola Internation, we 
_m 

James Norling, Motorola Semiconductor 
vp, named asst. gen. mgr., succeeding James 
Fiebiger, now Mostek pres... Peter Loconto namei 
vp-gen. mgr. of new Sprague Advanced Ceramics 
Groups formed in restructuring; Peter Maden 
appointed vp-gen. mgr. of new Capacitor Group; 
Robert Marlow appointed dir. of new corporate 
Strategic Mkt. Dept. 


Joseph Cohen, former exec. vp, Video 
Software Dealers Assn. and NARM, appointed ext’ 
dir., Academy of Home Video Arts & Sciences... 
Barrie Heads, Granada TV International and chm. 
of Video Copyright Protection Society, appou 
member of Video Consultative Council 
Board of Film Classification, representing 
independent TV stations. 

——— a 


BE G2 Sek eos 


American Express Christmas catalog fea 
camcorders in 3 formats —- 8mm Video by Sm 
($1,695), VHS-C Videomovie by JVC ($1,39 
case), autofocus full-sized VHS by Magiav sb 
($1,799). Among unique electronic prod le 
Toshiba double CD player with twin timer 2 
hours of music ($499), Vidieraft VCR eutte 
more events) and automatic 
($399), TTC dialless voice-aetivated teehee at 
($369), 200-selection jukebox by Rock 

ther electronic products in large form 
SVC Og are by Beltronics, Casio, Fisher asa 
A Kenwood, Konica, M ) Shak 

loneer, Quandix, Quasar, Randix, RC’ 


Soundesign, Uniden, Yorx, 


4 Qk 


‘36 oEER 


’ 


austve Service for Broadcasting, 
jel s. 


SUMMARY-INDEX 


Cable 


ROADCAST EQUIPMENT business it 
60 years, citing 'competitive 
0 ye a pressures 


xITS B 

inated for 

continued 
HITS FCC on cross—ownership, cites ' 

wn = industry attitude. Tribune wins white ad 

eA L.A- (P. 2) 


KS NARROW MUST-CARRY RULES: Asks 


(ALEVISION DIBEST 


Ca 
ble, Consumer Electronics 


Wi 
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C 
Onsumer Electronics 


GE AND 
takeover rane Oy eeuening possibility of 
options made yet, GE says. (P. 9)” N° Sooision on 


COLOR' 

eid or red ced MONTH, VCR's best week ever at 

351,000 V quarter. More than 500.000 color sets and 
,000 VCRs sold in week. (P. 10) a 


J ' 
APAN'S WORLD VCR EXPORTS decline for first 


7 wAB SEERS ° ; 
lar's of based on channel capacity, time. ahi 
‘ation, local station definition. INTV takes » Shipments to U.S. rise just 15%. N 
— ‘erent approach. (P. 4) dumping complaint filed against Japan. (P. 1 
i INT 

benall vac WINS 1988 OLYMPICS: Offers $300 millon RNASE ako arctan 

vnimum plus promise to share revenues that could biddets “Other dn and Japanese firms possible 
senior wash price to $000 million. (P. 5) - Other merger activity. (P. 12) 

KLOSS VIDEO CAUGHT in Chin 

yoTv STUDIO STANDARD ADVANCES to next level _ nation's cutback on vi ere tre 
“at in communications standard-setting body. British severe oniguartes Se Sar imports had 

yiee concern. (P. 5) = OP. 

; INDUSTRIAL 8mm PRODUCTS int 

~ McKINNEY WANTS CITIES OUT of cable technical along with color video printer. @. ai umes 

rules, says Congress clearly intended this area for 

federal regulation. (P. 6) RCA CLOSING IC PLANT in Fla., Motorola, Mostek 

set more layoffs, Intel plans pay cuts, as IC market 

exee, THREADGILL AMONG FCC HOPEFULS: Three continues to slump. (P. 14) 

more candidates to succeed Rivera emerge. (P. 6) 
ka DELUXE 8mm VIDEO DECK with digital audio 
ed MGM/UA OFFER NIXED BY RAINBOW as contract capability due from Pioneer Electronics at $1,500 
ch dispute heads toward trial. (P. 7) next year. CD changer unveiled. (P. 14) 

RCA LEAVING BROADCAST EQUIPMENT BUSINESS: RCA is uittin be aT 

, — it dominated for half a century. End came with i Paice al nae aatene 
me 6 i Frederick that "competitive pressures and pone seme, mee 
| Div. have resulted in our decision to restructure and phase out pro ; 
th will 
: iness that employs 200-200, 
ered: sh Som any will try to sell its transmitter and are aT oss | all warranties ore ren 
ut down rest, idling more than 250 others. RCA said ! 
or 2 Contracts ? 6 7 4 RCA Service Co. 
or , presumably through its profitable 
j little or no promise 
a Te : ‘ businesses that show Ltt 
00). of E Fon is part of RCA's polic ot pein ae that also involves closing of West Palm 
ge | ofits, and is one phase of latest restruc 
ly ; 
‘ i f Federal statute 
iC, P| Copyright 6 ; . form without written permission, is a violation ce) 
7 USC 194 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in 4 y 


et Seq,), 


Ta iv. from audio 
product national mktg. Mgr 


cet. t 
wa sevaert Magne 
centra 


| region sales M8 


m distribution pres. 
res. and Ra d 


to production ce to distribution Senior ?, 
ee a n international, joins as 


Polichar, ex-Manso ; 
business aff airs senior VP, aon ess ean 
Wei , now at 1 ae neste 
Seasons Entertainment, appointe 
i Studios Film Classics.- 
, IMR Entertainment, new Asc 
venture, Steve es -design dir. 
Steven Ibay financia ir... 
pat ides I m Video as mktg. dir... Ja 
James appointed southwest mgr., Ampex agnetic 
Tape Div... Andre Hein moves from promotional 
licensing mgr., MGM Home Entertainment Group, to 
MGM/UA Entertainment as Motion Picture Mktg. 


Div. merchandising dir. 


Robert Swift, Motorola exec. VP, named chief 
corp. staff officer, succeeding Exec. Vp John 
Welty, retiring after 27 years with company, 
James Donnelly advanced to senior vp-personnel 
dir., replacing Swift; Vp David Pulatie moves up 
from international personnel employe relations dir. 
to international personnel dir., assuming Donnelly's 
duties... V. W. Souveroff, ITT senior vp and exec. 
responsible for N. American Telecommunications and 
Defense-Space & Govt. Services Groups, adds 
responsibility for new Business Systems Group formed 
_ oversee operations of Qume, ITT Business & 
mae Communications, ITT Courier and ITT 
° em ion Systems, and taking over former duties 
roup Vp S.L. Lee, who has resigned t 

other interests but wi i pete heir og 
een ¥ t will continue as consultant 
am uasa promoted to Ricoh (U.S.) pres tr: 

cceeding Hisashi Kubo, wh vi eee? 
of chmn. » who moves Lo new post 


++ 


Zenith's credit rati 
! rating on seni 
oven atch ty Daf Phelps ating 
maintained market stare ent team that 
company continues to tte Cee costs, but 


Competition in color TV and VCRs "primaril 
ne Sai Oy a, hy Cause 
addition ne pressunes are tikely Palneinetons are 4 be offered to public. 
dee it noted that Zenith j ong lasting, In 
demand in its CATY ~peenein ‘ _ _ Digital audi ayer assembly will 
businesses, a electronic par ia next meni ar Best st yt 
. ustry Co,, using parts and know-how a 


Cc GOES STEREO: ABC added its f 
ee program last week with Oct, Mei 
Program was Carried in r 


Insiders- aa ee 
Toe liates, network said, with 6-10 m 


add stereo. 


Ste 


Network official said majority of 


and gearing 1 
Insiders indicate network is now lini 
number of shows for stereocasting, 


Total number of stations equipped 


in stereo i 
reports on 
Orban Ass 
stereo 
around 60, 
sources. Modu 


precisio 
and equipment manufacturers. 
a 


3M plans survey of duplicators to pin down 4 

ed videocassette market. Ewald 
e Audio/Video Products Diy. | 
mktg. operations mgr., thinks 1985 market will come. 
in 38-45 million units, lower than most jal 
predictions during hot first quarter, but more inl | 
with numbers developed since midyear slump. iy 
Executive at one of major duplicators expects fign 
to settle at 45-50 million, slightly under company's 
Lehrmann says 1984 ended at “| 
99-24 million, and information about 1985 
"ien't as exact as we'd like it to be.” He looks 
forward to 45-50% growth next year to 60-70 millin 
tapes, much of that in nonfeature film lengths | 


size of record 
Lehrmann, Magneti 


earlier projection. 


shorter than 2-hour T-120s, reason 


Demand for Beta is likely to drop from current 1 
ratio vs. VHS to 1-9 in next couple of years, 
according to Lehrmann. Promise of $mm doesn't 
appear to be any closer, although Lehrmann sae 
we're going to be producing in 1986." 3 


Vestron cut back to about $70 


planned $173-$205 million what it 
from upcoming public stock off 


pre 


Teg 
O°e pre 


_- all regions except East ration 


ected = aE and can rece 
‘ccions. Networ itself is "y Ste 1 
up" to switch more ian ding oun” and a 

S to Steres Vey, 


s now close to 200, we estiman ty 
deliveries by equipment manuf ON basis 

: : ac vf 
oc. says it has delivered more thaw 
enerators. Modulation Sciences’ tot, ; 4 
0, and about 15 have been supplied is 
lation Sciences is now deliy by a 
n stereo reference decoder for TY stati | 


: 
sf 


by 
bag 


Ww 
ive ” 
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t 


for 3M study. | 


million from | 


hopes to rast | 


bs) 


pl5). In reaction to Wall St. skepticism Orr or 


company value and objections to amou " | @alles 
Chmn. Austil. ) RP ~, 
will be Tow ord 


: to 
urst family 3 


that would have been pocketed by 
Furst, only 5.4 million treasury 
offered, and 5.4 million shares F 


have sold have been withdrawn. Price ' axpectsl 
beige share, down from $16-$19 indo ny 
inary prospectus. Offerin has bie’ 
mn gd FOR 


critical reports in Wall St. Jo 


result of reduction, only 15% interes 


SBTI expects to produce 100,000 Pl 


sities 


« jnorities, say 
wap CONVEN 
is favored city 
be padeasters v 


A PPROVALS 
on fast track 
trouble again 
ADS POSE T 
tells PBS gro 
stations. (P. 


KSCI PROG 


pro 


| 


7 


>} 
Tea, 
legate 
ax ay f 
ep. lg 
4 
On's 
ste 
, eta 
et py 
Teg 
“Be SUMMARY-INDEX OF weEK 
‘Oaq 
' basigt podcast - Cable 
rere, ‘ o CHMENT FEES STRUCK DOWN by 1ith 
oe ecc AT ais Court in Atlanta as unconstitutional. 
is is App decision will be appealed. (P. 1) strong, although inve 
i othe rpombshe month. (P, 9) 
> EFENDS MINORITY RECORD: Praises 
ations fowLER D as providing new opportunities for 
uatio“ ays criticism is unfounded. (P, 3) 
pinorit\s 
ION GETS HIGH RATING: Las Vegas 
pe NA ah ie Dallas worries exhibitors. Most 
is favo ; i ded. (P. 4) 
re Ss Seasters want sessions added. ( 
Ll com FINANCING aft 
e ET SALES OR RE after 
ustry 18s FACES anes indicates cash flow won't cover 
in M buyout. Filing 
line vot payments. (P- 9) 
fi , CC FEE PLAN: Measure _ surge. (P. 13) 
: LS NEAR FOR F ; U 
any's pope in Congress. CPB funding could be in 
¥, trouble again. (P. 6) 
AT TO PUBLIC TV, Christensen 
million aps POSE THRE 


tells PBS group, citing 'go-it-alone’ agendas of many 
ly. stations. (P. 7) 
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COLOR Ty SALES head 


ed for 17 million, VCR 
nearly 12 million this ace v 


year. Sept. pace was 
ntories dropped during 


NAP AND GE FINANCIAL reports for 3rd quarter 
show consumer electronics market still hurt by 
intense price competition. (P. 10) 


KODAK'S VIDEO COMMITMENT deepening, new 
products called just beginning of CE line. (P. 11) 
Kodak and software: Ready, able, unwilling. (P. 15) 


JULY TV IMPORT totals show Singapore 
as only major with rise in complete color. 
Chassis and kit imports continued their 


10" COLOR LCD shown by Toshiba, which promises 
graphic terminal in 2 years, TV sets in 3. (P. 13) 


SONY CREATES STIR, displaying first DAT despite 
supposed agreement not to show it. New CD 
Diseman at Japan Audio Fair. (P. 14) 


1-8 ACKED as Korean govt. ic City draws 80 
$Cl PROGRAMMING ATT ACCESSORIES SHOW in Atlantic City 
't propoganda in complaint to FCC. (P. 7) exhibits but small opening-day crowd. (P. 14) 
IS . ERA SALES exceed interest in Terre 
PHILIPS COMPUTERIZED CAM ONY AGREES TO BUY out CBS in 
$40 million worldwide in first 2 years. Company Says Hante digital audio disc pressing plant. (P. 15) 
‘| ithas 2,000 TV transmitters in use. (P. 8) ag ¥ 
. islati assed oO 
LE FEES: Legislation passed by Congress 
2 SOuRT STRIKES DOWN FCG ETE aa tee systems to utility companies a 0 
i 1978 authorizing FCC to regulate Tmt by Lith’ U.S. Appeals Court, Atlanta. Decision, 
ey attachments was declared prestentotes  # “pe down Oct. 8 in appeal by Fla. ee ned 
Fo, ombshell” by cable lawyers, was et received from Cox Cablevision, vcr seieeankiale 
FCC order reducing fees that power company dered fees charged by Nea. LOWS stleah federal 
to Teleprompter for pole attachments. FCC aan agreed to pay. Case calls into questi 
oe uced -- well below fees cable Ee it have wide application. 
of “gulation of utility rates generally and co hen to constitute itself 
tf - the propert [poles]... and then tal principles of 
il q Stid Court:_"For the legislature to t8& ation offends our most ome because it said 
| Me judge... to determine what is just compens tigen 


"a 


rn 


Yright © 


islation uncons 
" ural justice and constitutional law." Court ruled leg} 


; f Federal statute 
Co i ermission, is & violation © 
Ar 1985 inc. Reproduction in any form, Wnt MRE 
me ai by Television Digest, Inc. 
Ls 104 ét seq,), : 
ae ; “a 
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MPORTS: Modest boost in form of 
Y imports from Mexi j 
JUL” te color 1mP Co by Zenith 
a plete ;eep total July shipments from dropping» : 
gt Tow level of same month last year, according 
95.3 merce figures (TVD Sept 23 p11), Decline 
z is ay be more statistical than real,as 
powev” *. said there were processing problems wi 
commen s and that some July imports will cae 
y ae ncluded with Aug. results. 
up 


Rts 5 . imports were strong enough, however, to put 
Ve ative total for Japan over 2 million mark for 
¥ be con rv, Korea past million for total color and 

t total over million for b&w. Canada's 7-month 


taiwan’ color import total of 101,600 (not indi 
te color imp : not indicated 
We: ane pelow) is up 1,500 from full 1984, with credit 


Korea TV DIGEST—13 
total] 
314,900 
col ’ = 
sauers: | M4asabo $a 357.900 + 3.6 
Singapore 500 -58.5 2°318°900 412.9 
Malaysia 95.200 +139.0 636,000 453.9 
color... 22 
Hong Kong 500 - 8.1 190,500 +74.9 
total... 20,20 i 
color...” Vatee, +15. 82,700 +22.4 
att Ms 6.600 eee ie 11.6 
anada , 3,000 * 
color 
Mest 11,400 +40.5 103,000 +130.4 
color 
194,700 +49.8 1,253,600 428.9 
Complete Color 
Japan. 153,3 
Tawen..'Sateo “arg Bed 2 
Korea.... 50,700 -65.5 Plan “4 
Singapore 44.300 +109.4 277 500 a 
Malaysia. 22.500 —- 8.0 174,100 459.8 
ae Kong 13,600 -22.5 45,700 -32.4 
exico... 7,900 * 29,200 i 
Color Chassis & Kits 
Japan.... 161,500 +174.4 884,500 +134.6 
Taiwan... 76,200 +159.0 448,400 +319.7 
Korea. ae 98,700 +92.6 680,700 +335.0 
Singapore 50,900 +172.2 358,500 +29.6 
Wiese = a 16,500 y 
ong Kong _< -= 14,000 z 
Mexico... 186,800 +43.8 1,224,400 +25.9 


*No significant shipments in 1984. 
Note: Some totals may not add due to rounding. 


ee 


> pe -o¢ to increased shipments of cons 
‘Pt : for rise go Eanada to Panasonie and RCA's anes 
Dents a imports from Canadian subsidiary this year. 
owing are TV import totals by country for 
ae ast! months of 1985. No color sete 
With Jaly is & kit breakdown is given for countries 
Odak iying negligible quantities of incomplete 
Nple, - ers for either period. 
ing | 
tting Total TV 
ween 
Month %chg. 7Months %chg. 
; n 
Ising} etal... 386,000 +24.4 + 2,185,000 +32.2 
Can color 314,900 +47.4 1,778,700 +46.5 
4 biw....- 71,100 -26.3 406,200 - 7.5 
Taiwan 
ture total 237,300 -35.2 2,399,200 +11.6 
't in color 159,200 -11.1 1,305,200 +37.8 
osts baw..... 78,200 -58.3 1,094,000 - 9.0 
BIG-SCREEN COLOR LCD: Toshiba demonstrated 
ted: largest color LCD display to date in Japan, 10" model 
‘ore it expects to use for 8-color graphic terminals in 2 
ted years, TV sets in 3. Device, according to Toshiba, 
we consumes 1/5 the power of picture tube, has 1/10 the 
ism thickness at 4 times the cost. 


ee As we viewed it displaying computer drawings, 
color was excellent, brightness good (it's backlighted 
3 fluorescent tubes), but with plainly visible 
we hme black line structure. Toshiba said display 
SS, abo 207,200 pixels (640x480). Display appeared to be 
om ut 5" thick, ineluding backlight. 

Toshiba said LCD was active matrix type with 
= mach pets Silicon thin film transistor at each pixel, 
oy Dict functioning as switch to control and enhance 
| a LCD is formed on large glass substrate by 
| olithography and etching techniques, making 
| desert precise control of thickness. Display was 
' Cande] d as having brightness of more than 300 
f operable’ nearly matching that of home color set and 
ambi € without washout in up to 10,000 lux of 
demons lighting, It has 10:1 contrast ratio, was 
| ‘gree: with non-NTSC picture of 48 frames 
about oh ize limit of display using this technology is 
» Toshiba scientists said. 


K.C. Munchkin bites again: To stave off 
lawsuit threatened by Apple Computer, Digital 
Research has agreed to modify windowing graphics 
for its GEM (Graphics Environment Manager) 
computer operating system to keep it from looking 
too much like those of Macintosh computer. GEM is 
used in Atari 520ST and U.K.'s Apricot computers. 
To get agreement, Apple cited U.S. Appeals Court, 
Chicago, ruling in favor of Atari and Bally in 
videogame copyright suit filed against Magnavox in 
1981. Court said that while Magnavox's KCM game 
was significantly different from Pac-Man, its visual 
appearance was similar enough to constitute 


infringement. 


t outlook for U.S. semiconductor market 
Beye oer by Semiconductor Industry Assn. 
may be overoptimistic, according to In-Stat mee 
Electronics Reports, Scottsdale, Ariz. In nae ph 
SIA prediction of 24.8% rise here next year syed 
7 pl4) In-Stat said it expects 3% geo as ‘ Le . 
erosion continues. Company said it be oh ~ 
industry's current financial problem isn = - 
‘nventories but decline in average prices, _ i * 
estimates that while value of worldwide market w 


be off 18% this year, unit sales will be flat. 


Andrew Hospodor 


Thomas Edwards, e€x-RCA 
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st week. Dash 
unts expressed 


Revenues 


3,530,000 


“ie 98, 751,000 0 
1985-26 wt to Sept. ] 63,172,000 Ue eles 
on4-26 wk. to Sept. af 52 908,000 tts 
1985-13 wk. to baal ,1 32,344,000 tia 
gg4-13 wk. to S5eP 
eke 1,676,000, 000 
feeneral Electric + 30 /19,560,000,000 1,675.00. 00 
| 1985-3 B- to Sept._30 /19,970,000.000 fre O00 
984-9 9. > Sept. 30 | 6,520,000,000 | Peas rang 
98S-qtr- f° cept. 30 | 6,720,000,000 ; 
gg4-qtr. to Sept: 
| 000 
1985-9 ’ 30 | 4,049,000, 
eg they RR 30 | 1,301,000, 000 Se eae’ cect 
| ee a er to Sept. 30 | 1.377,000,000 eg 
9 -gt tt . 
' rican Philips 54,800,000 
plorth Amer ice eon ee , 800, 
1985-9 mo. to Sept. 2] 2+°77"500.000 | 89,000,000 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30) 3.rr rrr 900 13,400,000 
| 1985-gtr. to Sept. 2 | 1*063"100.000 | 32,700,000 


1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 


Orion Pictures 107 285,000 (3,252,000) 


1985-6 mo. to Aug. 31 | 107,285,000 ae 
1964-6 mo. to Mgt | 42,363,000 | (5,896,000) 
| nth to Aug. 3) 51,440,000 259,000 
ns-Illinols 
 N9BS.9 mo. to Sept. 30| 2,782,500,000 114,800,000 
| 1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30| 2,641,500,000 | 98,300, 0 
| 1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 971,000,000 48,200, 00 
; 890.400,000 | 38, 700,000 


| 1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 


; 


jRaytheon 

/ ~ gg mo. to Sept. 29 | 4,696 ,000,000 ete 
j } 4.9 to Se t 30 4,428 ,000,000 > , 

| Eaes-9 a0. to Sept. 30) 4,82 95,335,000 


| 1985-qtr. to Sept. 29 1,564,000 ,000 
| 1984-gtr. to Sept. 30 | 1,411,000,000 


85,906,000 


422,200,000 
375, 300,000 
148,600,000 
130,600,000 


pstingrous 

1985-9 mo. to Sept. 3 
| 1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1985-gtr. to Sept. 30 
1984-9tr. to Sept. 30 


7,480, 500,000 
7,375,800 ,000 
2,608 , 900, 000 
2,546, 300,000 


Motes: “Adjusted “Includes special credit. 
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James Tietjen named RCA Corporate vp in 
ue of RCA Labs, succeeding Vp William. 
ster, who moves to new post of senior technical 


adviser involved with all 
ommunications pres.-CEO, 
» Joins Panasonic as VHS 


Div. asst. gen. m 
- Mgr., post | 
McCarthy, who okiet Gus tor? ey robert 


Goetz advanced at Panaso 


dorf last spring; Joseph 
nic Industria] Audio-Video 


Thomas Zohn Promoted at 3M Magnetic 
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responsible for marketing and Promotion of 
brand products... Mark Nevejans, former 
Agfa-Gevaert national sales mgr., joins Electro 
Sound as Equipment Diy. sales VP; Joseph Ryan 
appointed A-G San Francisco region distribution 
mgr... James Barry, former Dealerscope editor 
launches mktg. communications consulting firm 
Corporate Communications, in Waltham, Mass, 
617-788-0522. 


Sondra Scerca, ex-Zoetrope Studios, named 
acquisitions supervisor, Paramount Home Video... 
James Kolitz, ex-Integrity Entertainment, named 
pres., Video Station and Coast Video... Charles 
Woods appointed exec. editor, Simon & Schuster 
Audio & Video Publishing Div... Brian O'Sullivan, 
ex-Cybex, named central div. mgr., Worldvision 
Home Video... Clive Fox named Concord Video 
pres.; Danny Dalton creative dir... Beth Simon 
promoted to eastern sales mgr., Audio Plus Video 
International; Bruce Goldstein, ex-EUE/Sereen 
Gems, named film-to-tape services mgr. 


Steven Karlik Mepco/Electra vp, promoted t® 
pres., succeeding Brent Curtis, now on special 
assignment with parent, North American Philips-- 
Carl Lindholm, Motorola International Operati® 
Exee. vp, adds responsibility for Govt. Relations 
formerly handled by John Welty, who | 
retired as exec. vp-chief corp. staff officers 


Richard Heimlich, formerly Japane strategy 


promoted to new post of international 
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LEADS IN FAIRNESS APPEAL: Oth 


aTNDA in filing expected today in U.S. diag media GE TO END cg 
Catt: e. D +“ one from Mees open in Aug., switch to 
( ubes at ita, will conti es 
oews LOOKS TO BUY 25% OF CBS: Network asks me si a 

a ‘white squire oe mah its share of CBS to VCR IMPoRTsS set new monthly hi 

nat hostile t eovers. ( 4 2) in Aug., and 8-month total y high of 1.67 million 
com 1984 results. (p. 12) > Million topped ful 

AMBLING ADS REBUFFED by satelli 

BO scR ; satellite Vi 

ications aS Sparring with cablers continues. Ke 7 DEO PRICING PRESSURES blamed by RC: 

akers angered. (P. 4) : enith for depressed 3rd-quart <Pimahicbore 

igwi electronics results. Zenith Ricken: “P. 12) 


BOW SETTLES WITH MGM/UA AND TBS out of 


RAIN 3OMvensing dispute over movie library. (P. §) PIONEER MERGING audio & video subsidiaries Jan. 


court 1, with hq in Cal., to be headed b 
aa? yy Doyle and Noda. 
a if abc SALES, NET DOWN SHARPLY in 3rd quarter Yamada and Kai to be exec. vps. (P. 14) 
ublishing earnings fall. RCA 

as broadcast and p FCC CRACKS DOWN irel i 

reports record quarter for NBC. (P. 5) transmit video icnenn to TV Soa ge 
2tro 5 CABLE CARRIAGE of all public TV NIELS 

pTv SEEK 15h uc EN COUNTS VCRs, with Las Vegas, San 
ly an stations. C PB, PBS and NAPTS join in petition to Francisco leading in penetration. Dats show VCRs 
—_ Commission for new rules. (P. 6) add significantly to TV audience. (P. 15) 

or, 

irm Barry WARNINGS WEIGHED ON CABLE PORN RULES at ONLY 2 TV MARKETERS, GE and RCA, make Ad 
SS., ys. Attorney Gen. hearing in L.A. NCTA, MPAA, Age's 1984 roster of nation's top-100 advertisers. 

FCC, others testify. (P- 7) Both increased budgets. (P. 15) 

IONS: Sa: VIDEODISC PROGRESS made in point-of-purchase 
me nt ahi Oe hint 8 pbb a and educational fields. JVC develops 3D and 
amed entanglements, must face Justice Dept. (. 8) analog-digital VHD versions. (P. 16) 
2S : 

: Wi TNDA leading way, 
po RTNDA LEADS COURT CHALLENGE TO FAIRNESS DOCTRINE: with RINDAS aes 
fan, several print and broadcast organizations will challenge anes . - Ting will be very brief 
0 filing expected to be made today (Orr eee an aPesintain doctrine is in violation of oe 
n to set stage for legal arguments to CUE ot cate and contrary to law." Filing is to as 
deo Amendment "and is otherwise arbitrary ey 
on that doctrine be "set aside, modified or revet*"™ 

octrine 1S 
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\y fee 
ié Asanuma, former Pj 
radaatsu * Pioneer 
ics (U-S.) products service vp, i 
Bee ene - pier Ste Servite et 
ores: ering, forme to handle service for all vj 
pe udio products... James Wood named to mean 
aC pro Video Service Div... Richard Asher 
‘jamer Records, joins Polygram (U.S.) as pres 
ex". . Guenter Hensler, who will Continue as’ 
pce ‘os Div. pres. and work on development of new 
ie al entertainment business... Al Teller 
ean od to pres; Records Div. of CBS Records 
GrouP- 


Bruce Carswell, GTE, named EIA chmn, 
affective Jan. 1, succeeding Clem Arnold, 
yicDonnell-Douglas; Robert Hostetler, CTS, 
named vice chmn. New Consumer Electronics Group 
offices: John McDonald, Casio, ehmn.; Jack 
p n, Quasar, vice chmn. Video Div.: Jer 

mccarthy, Zenith, chmn.; Paul Michie, Toshiba 
vice chmn. Audio Div.: Frank Meyers, Arvin, ’ 
ehmn.; So! Boucal, H.H. Seott, vice chmn. Other 
new chmn.: John Patterson, Tandy, Computer 
Div.; Reese Haggot, Alpine, Mobile Consumer 
Electronics Subdiv.; Ray Gates, Panasonic, 
Telephone Subdiv.; Robert Burnett, 3M, Blank 
Media Subdiv. EIA award winners: John 
Messerschmitt, North American Philips, 
Distinguished Service; William Rooney, Panasonic, 
Marketing Services; Frank Stein, Delco, 
Engineering. 

Leonard White, CBS/Fox Video, named a 
National Captioning Institute dir... New Academy of 
Home Video Arts and Sciences committee chmn.: 
Richard Childs, Embassy Home Entertainment, 
awards; Jerry Sharell, MCA, creative and 
production; Bill Gallagher, MGM/UA, 
membership; Barry Collier, Prism, finance; 

Richard Ekstract, Video Review, ads. 


Edward Walsh advanced from exec. vp to 

pres., Magnum Entertainment, replacing Bud 
Schaffer who has resigned as chmn.-CEO and sold 
interest in company... Bill Mechanic named senior 
¥p of Walt Disney Pictures’ newly formed Video Div., 
including home video and pay TV production and 
“stribution... Steve Bornstein, ex-Lion's Gate, 
joins Karl-Lorimar Home Video as feature film 
acquisitions vp; Jeff Jenest, ex-Kenyon & 

tart, becomes mktg. vp... Susan Senk appointed 
Publicity and promotion vp, Vestron Video, new post. 


3 David Goldstein named CBS/Fox Video 
Perations dir; Marie DiPerna appointed sales 
In inistration mer... Arnie Orleans joins 
tational Video Entertainment as sales and mktg- 
an new General Release Div.; Vp Wendy Moss 
Diy Sales and mktg. responsibility for Children's 
‘, including Family Home Entertainment... Ron 


( Cushey named controller and Ron Signoretti asst. 


rover, Embassy Home Entertainment. 


Ronald Wys Jso named 
‘ ong, R.K. Drake pres., 4 
EO, Vp Mer Powell promoted to product 


ent aranig TV DIGEST_17 
mkKtg, i 
to Senior & Somor VP; Tom Gardner 
: i 
and product p Kay promoted at 


anning vp to ; 
ontinues A ee eee e oucceeding 
ra 


Paul Stu ape Div. as east Coast regi 
bblebine advanced at Monster Cable tee” 
SMgr.; Karen O'Brien, : 


€re, joins as 
named 8 mktg. mer... T, 
ang & Olufsen mkt. Parle: apeyooe 
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TV with detachable 8mm 
and throwing 40” picture, 


DSI's proprietary sin 
re ae LA license desi 
industrial market, company has designed 
briefcase-type self-contained 13" Dace 
color TV (with 3.7" tube) with built-in VHS VCR. 
Company's first product was Lightbeam portable 
front-projection TV-VCR combination. DSI's current 
products are made under contract by Electronic 
Assoc., W. Long Branch, N.J. DSI is seeking site for 
development lab in Rochester, N.Y., area, selected 
because of abundance of optical engineers in area, 
according to Donohoe. 


Coleco closed books on discontinued Adam 
home computer and Colecovision videogame systems 
last week by taking final inventory writeoff of $20 
million in 3rd quarter, raising writeoff total for this 
year to $35 million. Most of loss for dropping Adam 
was included in 1984 financial results, so bulk of 1985 
chargeoff is for Colecovision. Coleco said all Adam 
inventory has been sold, and $18.3 million in 
receivables is last remaining related asset. It said 
most of Colecovision inventory was sold in 3rd 
quarter and it has orders for rest. It put current 
videogame asset value at $12.9 million. Coleco said 
it expects no further charges in connection with 
either product. 


Mostek is being closed by parent United 
Technologies, which took $423.7 million after-tax 
charge to cover costs associated with shutdown of IC 
maker. UT acquired Mostek in 1980 for $345 million, 
pumped in estimated additional $500 million. Closing 
means loss of 2,500 jobs in U.S., 1,000 ee 
plants already have stopped operating. Moste ay 
return in new form, spokesman saying that — 
management group is exploring ways to acquire 
assets and keep company in business. 

full year in 
ales passed record for any full | 
ier eaves Oct. 4) of 1985. EIA figures - 
siseet State of the Industry) re - es 
of 7,733,953 units for are ‘E a ns 
in reco > 
irene ye TV sales for 1985 passed 12 million, 
any full year except 1983 and 1984, 


past week. 
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UPSCALE COMPUTER CUTS: Atari and 2 puBl 
Commodore, which many observers feel are warned 
futures on success of just-introduced semipro 


computer models, will face stiffer than anticipates CCl G' 
competi in Christmas selling season in form of finance: 
lower prices from more established upseale © cnos 
marketers. | 
better 

IBM has budgeted $30 million for extensive 
4th-quarter ad campaign that will feature discounts FCC | 


up to $300 on personal computer line, and temporary say sh 
resurrection of discontinued PCjr, to be offered wih ] unwil 


color monitor for $700. IBM also is expected to inquil 

introduce new collection of consumer-oriented 

entertainment and utility software. FCC 
Apple is trimming price on entry-level modell® | __ 


by $300, will offer it for just $995 with monochram 
monitor, $1,295 with new color monitor. Sion 
has been trimmed $200 to $945, Macintosh is 

$3,000 to $2,500. 


_ _ Radio Shack parent Tandy has 
its IBM-compatible model 1000 at $1, 
has launched $40 million TV and print 


that model and for new 

its home Color Computer. ! 

first IBM-compatible 

monochrome monitor and dise 

and cut $500 from each of its 22 Ty, 


Portables, now listing at $2,000 and $2," 


“ative service for Broadcasting, Cable, Co 
Hed Fie. 
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ee eat pro 
NAL ACCORD LIKELY: Regulation 
on franchise renewals. (P. 3) 


would focus 


CULATION POLICY QUESTIONED: Will 
FCC ie Se for commissioners mean more work 
er 
for lobbyists? (P. 4) 


puBLIC RADIO STATIONS FINED for ads, WNVC 
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med. others being probed. (P. 4) 
warmed. 
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SONY 
sudan PRICES 5-j0%, across board Jan. 1 
renahene yeu dollar relationship. Industry 
ary from praise to Skepticism. (P. 10) 
NAPCE IN TURNA 
L RO ili 
Finke Kloster, Wee Ley effort under Philips exee. 


bal 
produce results in 3 years. (P. oe should 


CABLE INDUSTRY SPLITS on MTS stereo. Group W 


Pushes for its own incompatible system, but others 
Say cable can handle signals. (P. 13) 


GE CUTTING BACK on Far East operations because 


of end to U.S. color production, but is boosting 
investment there. (P. 14) 


MATSUSHITA, JVC, HITACHI results show impact of 
slowdown in VCR sales growth. Lloyd's, 
Wells-Gardner post losses. (P. 15) 


EMERSON BUYS H.H. SCOTT, will move hi-fi brand 
, verneial support from industry. (P. 5) into video arena next fall. Gemini acquired. (P. 15) 
0 
. -UPS 'CRITICAL' to NBC mee. fant 
| crm SRte ois of eae oor MA Moggenrre ana ane 
e r UW 
er he indicates. (P. 9) S ationts, proposals. (P. 16) 
KEOVERS: RCA-NBC Fr ebcndiquota po. NCR 
unts FCC GETS ADVICE ON is lications would harm JAPAN SAYS IT WON a ms = BT Teetian aga 
short-cut processing of applica’ ‘1 FCC exports to Europe beyo 
‘with cmiliog targets. Others have their say in F respark trade conflict with EEC. (@. 17) 
wl 
inquiry. (P. 6) | Se OT 
: Murdoch's $1.55 billion purc 31 
FCC READY TO GRANT MURDOCH WAIVER: papers is on agenda for FCC es to 
major-market independent TV stations as dail controversial request hes 18 months 
el Ile -- and, as order is drafted, it would mene Staff originally proposed wo g purchase of KTLA 
Hee spin off N.Y. Post and Chicago pes ll L.A.-area newspaper Pee che: 
p lle (same time granted aay Co. os a. changed before Commiss! a 
oe L.A.), but length of proposed walv ulled from agenda, © 
es t item pulle 'c financially 
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tio, | Tequest to FCC in unusual filing Oct. gn't have S ld us. Murdoc 
| ualified, ‘Thus, MAP claims, Commission GOO% | cohwartaman {9 
; : ir. sections. 
fot. - Fegard this thing as over,” MAP Foamy fewer restrictio 
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SHITA NET UP: Matsushita 
sales 5, and consolidated net for periog ba 


j du 
ten Aug: company reported last week (see fin 8€d up just 
1.9% 9 months, net gaine °, ancial 
table)- For g§ d 127) %o on 9.4% sales 
ise: 
jany Company said total video product Sales 
Ven 9% for quarter to $1.9 billion, led by icine va; up 
9. rts of VCRs to U.S. and color TVs to China, F 
fall period, video volume rose 16.6% to $5.96 billion. 
S t it said total revenue from VCR products was up 14% 
Y 9 ,9 months but just 2% in 3rd quarter. Audio 
don uot sales dropped 8.2% in quarter to $457.) 


—— © “ion, were Off 4.5% to $1.4 billion for 9 

Sal. millio , eer a cos were up ae 
‘od to $1.7 billion, but for quarter s]j 

59.9 million. Pped 3.8% to 


Jvc, independently operated consoli 

"tep subsidiary of Matsushita, suffered 50% ok 
le ings in fiscal first half to $19 million as sales 
let slipped 1.2% to $1.29 billion in period ended Sept 

| 50. uVC said VCR sales fell 7% to $785 million, with 
decline caused primarily by 20% drop in prices. r Sales 
of audio- and computer-related equipment also were 
down. Adverse market conditions are expected to 
continue; to minimize impact, JVC said it was 
trimming capital spending plans and instituting other 
cost-cutting measures. It said that for full fiseal 

it expects earnings to be down 47% to $44 

imillion, sales to be off 5.4% to $2.59 billion. 


Hitachi also cited declining sales and earnings 
from VCRs, as well as marginal profits from 
semiconductor business, in reporting parent-only net 

s slipped 0.8% in first half to Sept. 30 to $210 million 
4 on 3% sales rise to $6.58 billion. 


__ Lloyd's Electronics posted losses for both 3rd 

quarter and 9 months, although sales for those 

periods were up, according to parent Bacardi. 

Bacardi Chmn. Alfred O'Hara said Lloyd's results 

_ Were affected by "intense market competition and 
high inventory levels in the industry," added "there 

are no indications of improved market conditions for 

this segment during the remainder of the year." 


Wells-Gardner fell back into red in 3rd 
egg although sales were up 45.2%. Deficit was 
th in last 7 quarters. Consecutive string was 
Snapped in 2nd quarter this year when W-G recorded 
Profit of $79,000. 


f 3M said 3rd-quarter profit decline stemmed 
rom effect of strong U.S. dollar on overseas 
aes and softness in electronics market that's 
*Pected to continue for rest of year. It said it 
t expect earnings for full 1985 to be up to record 
‘ Set last year, 
id - 
HN fn -g ris Corp. attributed lower fiscal 


er earnings. ; 0 loss in 
arnings, in part, t ination of flat 


ctor sector caused by comb 


salon 
26: nse price competition. 


will 


1972 whe rwtio 


result of 


TV DIGEsT_}5 


-H, . 
move reed Another old line 
Emerson's aowuite° arena next 
bran uisition of H, : 
d that has been Coasting nae oT 
pte cos 


i ankru 
Internat; headed by its Belo; y and was acquired 


10onal, 


Success with Fish 
ick told er, b 


"with 


ich ; : 
g pares 380 lines and up," 


ith Solomo 
Seni nB 
Scott chmn.-CEeP Saul Knazick will ad 


Sian licensee Syma 


Acquisition terms weren't disclosed 


rated as independent Subsidiary 
Oucai continuing as pres. 


d duties as 


Plan for Scott is to 


on." Color sets:"will all 
while most 


S wl full-feat 
ioe , ‘Catured remote 4-head MTS 
ls, he said, Line also will include aicdesaiees 


audio components i0-vi 
l » audio-vid 
high-end Portable products. Sia 


Systems and 


1987. "We plan to maintain high visibili 

ye bility" for Seott 
"and bring it back to where it chould be i 
market," he said ere it should be in the 


In other merger activity: Gemini Industries, 
accessories marketer with annual sales of more than 
$50 million, has been acquired by Wesray Capital 
terms undisclosed. Management will be unchanged... 
Hanimex, Australian-owned company with 


consumer elee 


tronics import marketing subsidiary 


here, has acquired U.S. photo equipment importer 
Vivitar for $18.6 million. 2 


—— 


"NEC has been hit by the same price pressures 
as other companies" in VCRs "and we have reacted to 
them -- we haven't led them,” said NEC Home 
Electronics Video Gen. Mgr. Gerald Tangney, 
commenting on statement by Zenith Pres. Jerry 
Pearlman that 2 Japanese newcomers to VHS camp 
were responsible for leading prices downward (TVD 


Oct 21 p13). 
1984. 


NEC added VHS to its Beta line late in 


Zenith introduces its first VCR featuring VHS 


Hi-Fi HQ system developed by 
model has remote 


14-day 8-eve 


JVC. Top-of-line 

-controlled on-screen tuning, 

nt timer, 178-channel tuning, MTS 
ested list of $1,100... Marantz says 


decoding, cg ea of VHS recorders will include HQ 


its upcoming 


models... Samsung 
9-event timer, 11- 


Sony will 


advertising for co 


introduces VCR with 2-week 
function remote at $500. 


end $24 million in holiday season 
. ance products, a record, up 30% 


ar. Featured products will be Handycam 
in ate Superbeta VCR, TV, CD, audio, 
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arg * 9 json promoted at Phil 
‘Oo me be Iva oh to pres., effectiv eee from 
leh . eering vp oS e Jan. Sil S F 
t eng” orre, retiring... Samuel Tishler. oy; ucceeding 
John hae D. Little, joins Kloss Video no 

s, wit vp at CEO, succeeding founder Henry Kiss. v: Las 

ony a pres. as chmn. and retains res ahapsie? Who 
tinues Ponsibility ¢ 

dg Pe <-? Frank Reed, Boston Acoustics pres As 

of tape 2 ; member, becomes mktg. consultant... mpl 

rtain) ener, ex-RC A, joins NAP Consumer Electroni 

Woulg! < jvania merchandising and sales Planning dir Pip 

Cling i ody zeigler resigns as GE Consumer Electronics 

. 2B Is ’ rations communications m A 

Ut, he pusiness VF family fil Pee gr. effective 

Use jf jan. 1 to join family film production business, 

ks, : ‘ 

George Korzeniewski, Sampo Industrial Sales 
ig vp, adds new post of consumer sales vp, reporting to 
S at T. P. Wang, Stan named pres., who replaces 
Week pols Chor, Sg McCombs, fomaestaie naan 
on: exec. VPs ? rly asst. t 
ce appointed consumer sales national sales mga, 

stan Peters, ex-Mollard Systems, one-time Imagic 
ute and Advent, joins dbx as mktg. and sales Vp... Youn 
of Chung apes eee of Starvision, Goldstar's : 
_ western parts and service center, City of Comm 
: Speed Cal... Jack O'Donnell promoted at Stanton TEE > 
» Magnetics from region sales mgr, to national sales 
mgr. 
Richard Strabel, ex-Oak Communications, 
4 pappointed asst. gen. mer., Panasonic Industrial Video 
at Communications Group responsible for satellite 
: receiver, CATV equipment, videotex terminals and 
es large screen color TV display systems... David 
phone Masnica named west coast region sales mgr., 
keys, Mitsubishi Pro Audio Group... Glen Zimmerman, 
used to ex-International Video Entertainment, joins Best 
’ funds Film & Video as sales dir... Melissa Hoffman, 
inals ex-LBS Communications, named specialty programs 
at dir., Vestron Video; Kathy Bergin advanced to 
need mdsg. services mgr. 
ast 
harged 
JAPAN KILLS VCR QUOTA EXTENSION: In what 
may be prelude to resumption of VCR trade conflict 
ts tween European manufacturers and Japan, Tokyo 
of 60Vl. says it won't consider extending voluntary 
n Meee: restricting unit exports to EEC past 
lard regal 31 at Reason is gs 
imports to 14% from current 6/ 
pials We oved by EEC ministers last summer that goes 
0 into effect Jan. 1. 
rst 
pe, ert ta was agreed to 3 years ago by Japan to 
a €nse trade situation and head off 
4 srgation of antidumping complaint filed by group 
pean companies headed by Dutch Philips. 
Japanese fol] ly plants 
Be Bere, emery setiig ip VCR seen 8 
tet .- ©, Germany and U.K. Conflict flared u 
h pe “n last year when Europe's VCR market softened 
r) "4 Japan ee viously 
est “reed 1984 Mapai Ae ee ome Pel for 
Wat | 185, Hag, 1uota and sticking with lower Mere vere 
: oti... 2Ving made those concessions, Japanese 
} ticeably irked when EEC went along with request 
Phili TS hee e boost. 
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Jagaicaeny sh epoha shipments of 
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; Possibility of i ; 
antidumpj iY Of making them, sub 
again, Ping penalties should tha eet ie 


EIA PRIMES MTS P 
Electronics Group 
in stereo over 300 PBS stations 


ae ae a underwriting of PBS's New Tech Times 

__PBS had asked CEG for t to i i 
affiliates for stereocasting. CEG SN 
Sponsorship more realistic approach to encouraging 
stereo broadcasting. CEG also plans to promote 
digital CD system by underwriting daily drive-time 
program on National Public Radio. 


The 90-plus-member CEG has established 
several new subdivisions -- including Mobile 
Electronics (formerly Car Audio), Specialty Audio, 
Blank Media (formerly Blank Tape), Furniture & 
Accessories, Satellite and Software. New CEG 
in-house research center next year will begin study 
on buying intentions of non-VCR owners. 


N.Y. news conference last week heard CEG plans 
outlined by EIA Vice Chmn. William Boss of RCA, 
CEG Vp Tom Friel and others. Exhibit space at 
Winter Consumer Electronics Show Jan. 9-12 in Las 
Vegas is sold out, according to CES Vp Dennis 
Corcoran. He said space devoted to mobile 
communications including car audio, satellite earth 
stations and electronic photographic equipment will 
be expanded. "Many video software marketers are 
returning to the show," said Corcoran. "Hopefully, 
we'll have all of them back for the [summer] show. 


i i ing adjunct 
Vegas event will have engineering a& { 
for ae Bee, as IEEE Winter Consumer Electronics 


hicago Fall 

rence (formerly known as C 

ee is held Jan. 11 * nl — ree 
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I cnaheinmay SH papancit opie Outlook '86 


more than 40 hours, dio conference 9 a.m. 
conference 2 p.m. Jan, 9, au pam, Jan. 10, video 9 


nal computers 2 p.I. 
a 1p, Pa, telecommunications 2 p.m, Jan, 11. 
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aa Sept. 7 
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kcapita) cities Comms 149, 388,000 
; 3 DP an 0,213, 
ir ra to Sept. 29 = 218,000 
984-9 cont. 30 248, 
ygas-atr. TO 2 30 229,827 ,000 
1ye4-etr. TO Or” 
iC ~COR » wet 5,343,000 
BS-a rn ae 6,894,000 
| 984-6 = Sept x0 : 
letee ~ ft Industries sen 0 
reas. 9 mo. to Sept. 30] 15 397,000 
yg4~9 m0 to Sept im - 177000 
— a capt. 30 40,356,000 
Come 5 
ons-9 mo. to Sept. 30 eyed 
94-9 mo. to Sept 30 17,258, 71 
soas-qtr. to Sept 30 7,680,5 
1994~gt to Sept 30 5,853,316 
ga5-39 we. to Sept. 29 238,089,000 
1994-39 wk, to Sept. 30 248,750,000 
1985-13 we. to Sept. 29 72,846 ,000 
19p4-13 wk. to Sept. 3 85, 407,000 
lHer i tage Communications 
| 7985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 110,850,000 
| 1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 89, 180,000 
| 198S-qtr. to Sept. 30 35,841,000 
g84-gtr. to Sept. 30 32,560,000 
| 
\Knight-Ridder Newspaper 
| 1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30] 1,270,351,000 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30] 1,213,000,000 
| 1985-gtr. to Sept. 30 403,222 ,000 
198¢-qtr. to Sept. 30 402,934,000 
Matsushita Electric‘ 
| 1985-9 mo. to Aug. 20 17,291,900,000 
1984-9 mo. to Aug. 20 15,805,000,000 
1985-qtr to Aug. 20 | 5,741,700,000 
| 1984-gtr. to Aug. 20 | 5,438,500,000 
Media General 
1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 4 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 Poe 
1985-gtr. to Sept. 30 | 139.005.000 
1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 132.737. 
f » 737,000 
3M 
1985-9 mo. to Sept 
ae eo Spt, 3 |S. 
-qtr. to Sept 30 2. ’ , 
1984- ; 923,000,000 
984-gtr. to Sept. 30 1,991,000,000 
Regency Electronics 
-Gtr. to Sept. 
1984-gtr. to Sent x 24,566,000 
, 27,665,000 
Rollins Communications 
; 23,546,955 
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, 940,000 
94,626,000 
26,179,000 
30 ,082 ,000 


865,800,000 
772,100,000 
273,400,000 
268,200,000 


23,572,000 
29,325,000 
6,828 ,000 
8,902,000 


516,000,000 
566,000,000 
173,000,000 
198,000,000 


(795,000) 
1,382,000 


2,997,310 
2,721,876 


105,032,000 
106,919,000 


96,700,000 
84,254,000 
31,236,000 
27,141,000 


228,298 ,000 
202 ,415,000 
133,398 ,000 
113,649,000 


2,155,809 ,000 
2,056,159,000 

714,037 ,000 
680 ,638 ,000 


Television 
united to Sept. 30 


1985-9 M0. 56 559,000 


54,347 ,000 
18 ,987 ,000 
18,403,000 


1,590,847,000 
1,488,142,000 
560,521,000 
540,856,000 


1984-qtr- to Sept. 30 


hington Post 
W335 39 wk. to Sept. 29 
1984-39 wk. to Sept. 30 
1985-13 wk. to Sept. 29 
1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 


787 ,269 ,000 
700 ,694 ,000 
259,377,000 
225,046,000 


Wells-Gardner 
1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 

1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 

1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 


Western Union 

1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 
1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 


(31 , 487 ,000) 
+867 ,000 
(6,441 000) 
(15,490,000) 


Zenith Electronics 
1985-9 mo. to Sept. 28 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 29 

1985-qtr. to Sept. 28 

1984-qtr. to Sept. 29 


Notes: Includes special credit. “Adjusted. “At 
yen's current rate. Per ADR. ‘After special charge. 


__ Interim Standard No. 16, performance 
guideline for immunity of TV receivers and YU% 
direct radiation from radio transmissions below’? 
MHz, is available for $7 from Elec 
Assn., Standards Sales Office, 2001 Eye 
Washington, D.C. 20006, 202-457-4981. 
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Japan's Pioneer has picked site nea? 


Springboro in southwest Ohio for $8-millio® ope! : 


68,000-sq.-ft. home audio plant expects 


Cele fall, according to office of Gov. ® 
eleste. Plant is to employ about 2 
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m te pushing cumulative sales sinee St 
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aendar 1984 totaled record 7.6 m! 
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proadee ras eae Consumer Electronics 
R TALK ON CBS AGAIN: Fisher Bros. is —_—_—_ 
KEOvE k takes big jump. Wyman ela; MOST CABLE 
zo player SS esibaard Se a ane Claims survey indicates see's Compatible with MTS stereo, 
unqualified equipment changes, “p. oe early fears. Many plan 


apocH PULLED FROM FCC AGENDa: Move 


' : ae Cc TV 
rributed t0 chmn.'s once mies of 'time It sage cv, KIT IMPORTS SOARING, Zenith claims 
att ri0u” t for rescheduling. ans import part tothe 
sone. No date se uling. (P. 2) assembly to avo port parts for snap-together 


id dumping penalties. (P. 10) 
ass SIGNS 9 FOR PPV NETWORK: Nov. 28 


p 

ch. All 7 major Hollywood studios and 2 andio eee Fath teas optical dise interests in 
. - . ; . ? ata to come ’ . 

independents to offer films. (P. 4) supplier,’ plan CD plant. 1 preeminent 


NAB CONVENTION SHOWS $3.1 MILLION profit, EMERSON NET FELL 9% in fiscal 2nd quarter 
\) » representing 27% of Assn.'s expected income for despite 50% sales rise. Intense competition blamed. 
Wear. (P. 4) TDK earnings down. (P. 12) 


ypTV PROPOSAL STIRS CONCERNS in Europe. 
CCIR Study Group advances issue to May plenary 
session. (P. 9) 


RIAA AND RECORDING RIGHTS supporters clash at 
Senate hearing on tax legislation. (P. 13) 


3M SEES RETAIL OUTLET EXPANSION as way 
CABLE SIGNAL ENFORCEMENT SHIFTED to local to boost sales of premium priced blank 


quthorities by FCC. Commission's current standards videocassettes. (P. 13) 
rules will beeome guidelines. (P. 5) 


GRANADA CHANGES RENTAL EMPHASIS from 
SCRAMBLING ISSUE TO BE REVIEWED in House at retail stores to telemarketing, reports pickup in 
early 1986 hearing. (P. 6) safes. (P. 14) 


. in i 30 million this 
HOUSE TAKES AIM AT CHILDREN'S TV again in 2 COMPACT DISC DEMAND seen at 
Tex. hearings on minimum program requirements, year by Sony s Schulhof ,hew CD plant head. Du Pont 
‘program-length commercials.’ (P. 7) cites 30-40 million shortage. (P. 15) 


| 


TAKEOVER TALK AGAIN SWIRLING AROUND CBS: DER Tere et tate firm 
s to rumor game of possible takeover attempts of CBS last week, was per Report, iter denied, 
30 Fisher Bros. in forefront and reportedly buying large blocks of $150 r share. Wall St. reports 
ies Said Fisher (of Body by Fisher family) planned tender offer ee EP hes Jacobs buying CBS 

also had GE going after CBS (GE had no comment) and arbitrag 

stock, 


erview -- since criticism of his stewardship of 


i i : he 
CBS Chmn. Thomas Wyman gave first interview eek. He claimed that 
Company became one aiiedt in media —- to Wall St. ae hn ete William Paley -- who 
has "unqualified support" of CBS board and that rumors ¢ 1 move to unseat him is "a crazy 

9 |, "andpicked Wyman - his successor 4 years ago -- 3S behin 
)) (pidea," =) 


mission, is a violation of Federal statute 
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Copyri on in any form, without writ 
4 fo ° 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in a y 
$C.101 et seq.) 
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Ss in oes . 
compane components, 1 
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. 4 ly 
¢ partnershi obvious Philips’ a . 
One_of purposes_of_partnet rr was name of Philips’s Co-proprietor of ¢ fro 
tioned at conference 5 at its CD news conferences, either. Son 3stem 


anese men é x 
Bae But ais Sony doesn't mention Philip 


views of new D 
lans and re in this issue. 


report elsewhe 
quarter. For 9 months, electronic furnj 


NET DIPS: Even fast growth provides 
rote from impact of intense competition + 
consumer electronics, as evidenced by Emerson s 9% 
decline in earnings for ~ — fiscal quarter to Sept. 30, 
although volume jumped 50%. In first half, earnings 
gain was held to 8.9% on 55.7% sales rise (see 
financial table). Emerson said net from consumer 
electronics slipped 9% in quarter to $4.3 million but 
was up 6.8% to $7.8 million for full period. 


Pres. Stephen Lane attributed earnings sag to 
price erosion, expects 3rd-quarter profits to be 
"significantly lower than last year," when net was 
$4.85 million, even though company is outperforming 
industry. "However," he said, "with the weakening of 
the dollar overseas, we are looking forward in the 
March quarter to an easing of the price-cutting 
pressures that have been impacting our gross 
margins.” 


Lane said Emerson is increasing efforts to boost 
non-U.S. volume by establishing sales subsidiary in 
—— a adding personnel to sell in Latin 

rica. Commenting on Emerson i-fi 
porter H.H. Scott (TVD Oct 28 oie ia 
7 of few unit to reach $150 million annually in 
tis — Emerson also declared 10% stock 
lvidend, payable Dec. 4 to holders Nov. 12. 


Bush Industries ha 


$524,000 on 14.7% foes ele earnings rise to 


S gain to $10.9 million in 3rd 


Polygram senior dir. for CDs, eny 


iect_wi t by N.V. Philips Syst Pera iui SI 

‘Jips-Du_Pont projec rding to forecas ystems & pe). atig pla as 
Phili audio CD ee according d Du Pont also are involved in another joint sera ne ger>- aie 
j Di . 4 al » 

up Managing f recording tape- . - 
Group : facturer billion electronic 


Du Pont says it's one of 40 largest 


nformation storage medi 


tc interest in Digital Audio 
took over CBS/Sony $ ABC Pres. Michael Schu 


NOVEMBe, 


. Hans Gout, p ta CDs, 8" " iSioneg 
Michael Hartnagel eee ee tions of audio, video and da , 8" and 19" Fy iat oa A BY 
" c P act © 
"Omni Player, gh built-in computer any arid imFsenal 
‘interaction t $120 million in firs ee* ~ sore 
= 11 have sales of about $ t year of vii spor tap 


i) 


s sales in 1984 (circuit boar <7 os 
a, electronic chemicals), as, Materia wore pe ' 
S, —yste™ "4 ta 
is to seize optical software iNitiative mMathi2 
pilin Sec 
Dise Corp. (DADC) Terre Haute cp plan wae 0- 
lhof, opinions and forecasts of Cp marks Pop yeoplem, # 
A, Ke Fogisiation 
Key 4 
mpensat 
rted earnings up 14% to $1.25 creation 4 
repo () ai milli i 
sales increase to $29.6 million. Bush suit fale Pane In | 
earnings are after $89,000 charge for costs of » Register « 
to new 376,000-sq.-ft. hq-manufacturing f Move yntil recer 
Jamestown, N.Y. acility jg only answé 
appropriat 
Texas Instruments posted $82.8 million comprome 
3rd-quarter loss after effect of $63.8 million 


for plant closings and layoffs, and $30.9 million -- 
from tax credit. TI said charge will oor ) lm 


closing semiconductor plant in El Salvador ana industry, 


computer facility in College Stati id oe 
plans to dismiss 5.200 vane ae iia ta de ‘ ee 
number laid off worldwide this year, and schedule |)  2°¥<" & 
2nd-quarter 1986 raises for remaining 8,000 employs | aeniiea 
are being deferred indefinitely. Even savings Fee 
stemming from those moves "won't return the ett be 
company to profitability in the short term” because = teal 
oN tee depression in semiconductor market, Tl of all hos 
prerecor 
Newmark & Lewis says its earnings should rise least 5% 
52% to $3.8 million for fiscal year ending next Jan. 
31 from $2.5 million in fiscal 1985. Retailer expects 
a for period to rise 25% to $140 million from || and Car, 
.4 million last year. 5 © Craliitio 
—_ je 
. Musie 
___ Price increases next year are virtually i ve 
inevitable, Pres. William Byron of Sanyo Consumet argued | 
Electronics Div. indicated last week in commentiig | wets 
on Sony's intention to raise prices 5-12% Jan. ae Some 
Oct 28 p10). Said Byron: "There is : uae 
heavy pressure on pricing created by the recett Feldma 
movement of the dollar vs. the yen. It will be type 
amazing to me if any company can hold its pre = 
through the first half of 1986, Since ‘spre for 


pricing changes won't go into effeet 
will be very interesting to observe what 


happen. C in pricing can wreak 
product line. Certainly, everyone involved in in 
industry will have cause for beth speculatie® Say Cx 


concern," 
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HEARING: Music industry earnings 

> home taping, drew attention of last 
* oe on 
; -) to le “ 
pill SP re and recorders to compensate pene 

jan Taxes would be Le per min. on tape, 5% of 

ce on recorders (25% for dual-deck 
I, exempt voice-only grade tapes and 

s a if musie industry comes up with 
e eecorders that would refuse to copy encoded 
q tapes: Similar measure is pending in House. 


, price 


-+hias said music industry is losing about 
Mathi ual sales to home taping, Sree Dae 
in current volume of new releases ys, ¢ 
"Bill "takes a balanced approach" to 
and wouldn't be "precursor of similar 
ideotaping,” he said. 


years § 
sroblem, 
jegislation on Vv 
Key question Congress must answer is whether 
nsation is necessary to encourage continued 
compe n and wide dissemination of creative works, 
gecoraing to new U.S. Register of Copyrights, Ralph 
Oman. In his first appearance before panel as 
pegister (Oman was Subcommittee chief counsel 
inti recently), he said legislative solution would be 
only answer if Congress considers compensation 
appropriate because industry has failed to strike own 


compromise. 


RIAA Pres. Stanley Gortikov said boom in tape 


_ sales and sophistication of recorders threatens his 


industry, and slump is being felt already. Pointing to 
rising number of dual-deck recorders, he asked 
whether his industry should let itself be strangled by 
newer generations of "copyright killer machines." 
RIAA consultant Alan Greenspan, former chmn. of 
President's Council of Economic Advisers, said tapers 
save 75% of record cost by copying instead of 

buying. He contended roughly half of taping involved 
rerecording borrowed records and tapes and that 40% 
of all home copying was in lieu of purchases of 
prerecorded records or tapes. This sales 

displacement, he said, depressed record prices by at 
least 5%, or $200 million, last year. 


Opponents, led by ex-FCC Chmn. Charles Ferris 
and Carol Foreman of Audio Recording Rights 
Coalition, and composed mostly of consumer gr oups, 
challenged sales depression claims, noted major 
husic companies had improved, even record, sales 
last year. Memtek Gen. Mgr. Jack Battaglia said 
ome copying is problem only "to a small degree, 
argued that most tapes sold aren't used for MUSIC | 
getting and that tax "would almost double price of 
ia tapes, creating hardships for businesses an 

oe On technical front, consultant beopen 
j,oditan questioned practicality of grading tapes DY 
(hs application, pointed out that industry 6 
Or hg toward use of "identical recording systems 
audio, video and computer applications. 
—_s—— 
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ys Computer mragpetne casndltient 7iff-Davis 
’\ will fold after Dec. issue. 
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tigi: -LComed out and trick now is 
ume growth, accord; 

-onsumer tape mkt 


ing to accomplish that b 


. &. dir., 
etail distribution. 


ful of : 
S business f major dealers did 63% of 


, this year, 
ars not gross 

ing sales through 
other outlets that 
tape grades, Burnett 


several years, "| : 
Burnett oor 00k what we've left on the table," 


$2 billion ann 
approach 340 million. 


Tape industry expansion of last several v 
ground to halt, Burnett said. 3M eam eos a 
manufacturers are operating now at 89-91% of 
capacity and there's no indication any majors are 
planning sizable new investment. Burnett said 3M is 
set to handle expected market growth through 1988, 
SO we see an opportunity for us.” 


Scotch is still runaway videocassette retail sales 
brand leader, according to first-quarter survey by 
IMR. It gives Scotch 18.1% share, comfortably ahead 
of 13.9% by 2nd-place Sony. Among other leaders: 
TDK 11.3%, Memorex 9.8%, Maxell 8.7%, Polaroid 
7.1%, Kodak 6.6%, Fuji 5.2%, JVC 4.1%, BASF 4%, 
RCA 3%. 


Meanwhile, 3M has started delivering about 
20,000 copies of Freeviews, 64-min. cassette 
previewing offerings of 2 studios, Paramount and 
MGM/UA, and 9 independents. For most part, — 
promos highlight secondary titles rather than major 
movies and programs that are adequately promoted 
at retail. 

Cassette lists for $10 and 3M es tere users to 
treat it as blank and record over promotions. 
According to New Business Opportunities Mer. 
Robert Kline, 2nd edition is set for Jan.-Feb. release, 
but plans won't be finalized until results for current 


one are assessed. 
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i ill enter video business wit 
aaah BE via Communications, recorded 
ipm with more than 400 titles, under 


terms of agreement announced Nov. 1. Terms 
er 
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Furies eae [UE loeal's vote on compromise 
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‘sen nity policy and medical insu — . 

roduction workers were involved. 
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Texas Instruments ; 
198s ments in| 3.715.700,000 | (77,600,000) -- 
| 985-9 mo. TO ep 30] 4.225.800,000 | 251,500,000 10.43 

ee 90 | 1.191,200,000 | (82,800,000) -- 
:'422'700000 | 85,800,000 |3.54 


1984-9 mc 
jonS.gtr. to Sept 
1984-gtr. to Sept. 30 


Viacom : 
| 1985-9 mo. to Sept 261,454,000 28,747,000 |1.86 
| 1982-9 mo. to Sept 231,189,000 20,794,000 {1.55 
ieas-qtr. to Sept. 3 88,507 ,000 13,090,000 | .81° 
19Bt-gtr. to Sept. 30 78,482,000 6,808,000 | .50 


Notes: “Adjusted. “At yen's current rate. “Restated. 
"Per ADR. “After special charge. ‘Includes special 
credit 
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‘ ne saber resigns as national sales dir., 
ome Video, to join Samuel Gold 0,5; 
os Fifield, ex-General Mills group PRES 
oS gia CBS/Fox Video, succeeding Lawrence 
prt dd Pat Swinehart promoted to 
ministration dir... Richard Matuszak appointed 


mktg. dir, of antico 
; py system markete ision: 
David Reader named design engineer, tenia oe 


Ken Kurahashi, pre 
, Ss. ; . 
Co., returns to apenas i aaoaie Industrial 


Matsushita's Industrial Sales Div.: 


Electrie Cor : 
: p. of Ame 
Seki adds title of PIC pres. tac) 


7 ae sal : 
ildman joins Sony Video Coat Seda By 


y, 
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Gay Madderom ... Marketing Director ih Union 2 

Glenn Brown ......--- Advertising Dir. 

Betty Alvine......... Circulation Mer. uw D 
ex-Fortel, appointed JVC Pro Video Div. distria convent 
sales mgr. speak. 

Ed Hart, former rep and onetime Phase Line VIACO! 
chmn. and Fedders vp, named exee. dir. of Groupi Home I 
new buying group formed by 4 dealers who split frm at $184 
NATM (TVD July 15 pl6) Highland Appliances Chm, 

David Mondry is chmn. Other group members are CABLE 
Circuit City, Silo and Audio-Video Affiliates... ever be 
Steve Caldero, ex-JBL, joins Yamaha as west ne 
region home audio sales mgr.; Phil Grieves named TIME 

product mdsg. mgr., new post. Videot 

__ Rebecca Dragiff promoted at RCA/Columbia years, 
Pictures Home Video to business development ani 
planning vp; Fritz Friedman named sender mkt. Foc 


mgr., Dawn Holding product services mgr., Rote Bios, 
Knight music cakaee Lar Christine steinhage 
mgr.; Mallory Tarcher joins as northeast sales 
mgr... Tom Mooney, ex-CBS/Fox Video, named Source 
sales and mktg. dir., Magnum Entertainment... Could 
Arons, ex-US magazine, joins Active Home °° 9 Us. 
operations vp; Danielle Charney, ex-Karl-Larilt® 7 Brya 
Home Video, appointed program development vp 
ek Popp advanced at Video Assoc. from a 
r ° u we 
eative dir. to mktg. vp... Daryl 0 pea 18 t ‘ 


ex-CBS/Fox Video, joins Vestron Int 
Australian sales mgr. a 


ITT has started production of VCRS™ 
Germany under VHS license from JVC te © 
Elektrik Lorenz subsidiary, tory E ? Us 
Japan. SEL also plans joint venture WH)" gi | = 
govt.-operated firm to produce VCRS™” 
next Jan, 


® 


poritative Service for Broadcastin 
d Fields. ‘ 


Aut 
allie 


The 
nd 


R 11, 1985 
yoveMBE SUMMARY. 


9 ISSUE MUST-CARRY RULEMAk} 

« comments on INTV, PBS proposals, 
see 4 of eee licenses. Bryant m 
(P. 


NG: wil] 
NTIA wants 


° ay ho ld off 
on legislation 


p w GETS KHJ-TV FOR $313 MILLION j 
or eal involving RKO, Fidelity, N, in 


GRt will pock 
ee Murdoch, Capital Cites due for FCC ike: 
approval. (P. 3) 


Tv FUTURE STILL UNCERTAIN: Five countri 
sate ding U.K. and W. Germany, undecided. U.S. re 


lans stepped up information campaign, sees Soviet 
ion as Key. (P. 5) 


6) | Ary DRAWS BIG NAMES TO L.A. for Jan. 4-8 
convention. Murdoch, Patrick, McKinney, Joyce 
speak. Major studies to be unveiled. (P. 5) 


yIACOM SEEKS DEAL WITH TBS to own 50% of 
Home Entertainment Group. Half of S/MC is valued 
at $184 million. (P. 6) 


CABLE OPERATORS DISAGREE on whether ads will 
ever be primary means of support. Major change in 
networks seen in 2-5 years. (P. 7) 


TIME, CBS SHIFT ON NEW VENTURES: Gateway 
Videotext, Extravision have ‘disappointing’ first 
years, producing changes. (P. 8) 


ECO Visse 
COTO: SSUES MUST-CARR eT a ai "eould lead to new cable must-carry 


of further comments, according to Commission 


bably" won't introduce 


inquiry and proposed rulemaking at N 
rules' being put in place" without necessity 


could adopt new must-carry requirements 
U.S. Appeals Court, D.C., ruled that old rul 
Bryant (D-Tex.) told us lawmaker "pro 
(TVD Oct 28 p2). 


Also on FCC 


radio stations. They generally will follow EE 


qr (TVD Sept 30 p6) to carry out mandate 0 


| ep 
| i Pytight © 1985 b 


NPEX OF WeeK's NEWs 


VOL. 25, NO. 45 


Co 

Nsumer Electronics 
POLAROID 
test in Fla, 
Videocassette 


DROPS gm 
Ut Says it 
S. (P. 10) 


M Camecord 


° er af a 
will continue ton eet 


ue to sel] 


> planned by Zenj 
€igh possibilit; ¥ 4enith, NAP, Sharp. 
end of price declines. ne express hope for 


new monthly record f illi 
Set year's high. (P, ny re 


COLOR INVENTORIE 
lower 10-month 
month. Anoth 


S DOWN on record Oct. sales, 
supply. Over million VCRs sold in 
€r projection record. (P. 12) 


JONES INTERCABLE enters retailing. Cable 
operator to offer subscribers 2 GE VCRs in 
pre-Christmas promotion. (P. 13) 


N.V. PHILIPS EXPANDING color TV production 
muscle in Singapore in wake of set sale and 
manufacturing agreement with China. (P. 13) 


AUG. COLOR TV IMPORT rise came from chassis & 
kits, Commerce figures show. Complete sets show 
decline. (P. 14) 


NAPCE DISMISSES ad agency, seeks new one to help 
upgrade Magnavox image. (P. 14) 


ected to issue notice of 


Amendment a as 
ide to Rep. 

1). If suecessful, aide to A¢ 
Feoeaibed must-carry legislation 


rules for TV and 
rulemaking to adopt EEO ission adopted Wm 


enda this week. wil a alee for cable which Comm 


f 1984 Cable Act. 


a violation ot Federal statute 


ission, 's 
without written permission, 


n any form, gs 


ion i 
ry y Television Digest, Inc. Reproduct! 
jp 8 £09.) 
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onics Companies 


past week. Dash 
ts expressed 


ports of TV-Electr 


tained during 
s time. Amoun 


Financial Re : 


rej 
These are latest rep , at pres 


theses denote loss. 


Revenues Net Earnings ne 


(23,872,000) 


in dollars. Pares 


Company & Period 


7 | lah 2 0 
lair. Jona ie +. 30 716,627 ,00 2 00 
1985-9 mo. £0 28P'- 30] 588,804,008 28 000, 
1984-9 80 root. 30 239,580,000 0,173,000 
jges-atr- tO S80.” 399 | 229,625,000 "344, 
| 1994-qtr 0 : 
[eee 
pryron er. to Sept. 30 7,968,000 474,000 
| 1585 ar, to Sept. 30 5.337 ,00 
-+ronome” F 
Ff igas_39 wk. to Sept. 27 108 300,000 600,00 
/ 39 J 
| 1908-39 wk. to Sept. 28 95,200,000 
800, 200,000) 


_ to Sept- 27 
1gpg-13 wk. to Sept. 28 29,800,000 


} 
rr? 594,000 | 308,314,000 
ce t. 30} 8,912, , 
Tete Hot 30 | 8.972.232,000 | 273,187,000 
| 1984-9 mo. ¢ 2°872,612,000 77,018,000 
; 115,595,000 


1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 
| 1s8¢-atr to Sept. 30 2,902, 320,000 


126,928) 


floss Video 
aac 0 Sept. 30 15,254,696 
oe ang Sot 30 14,247,686 (555,425) 
1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 3,630, 560 (1,123,574) 
19g4-gtr. to Sept. 30 5,287,268 (79,574) 
nterprises 
aie guae to Sept. 30 206,637,000 30,730,000 
1984-year to Sept. 30 189,926,000 26,749,000 
1985-gtr. to Sept. 30 52,324,000 12,032,000 
| 1984-gtr. to Sept. 30 48, 106,000 10,653,000 
; 
/A-Com 
198S-year to Sept. 28 844,140,000 39,375,000 
1984-year to Sept. 29 764,432,000 38,200,000 
1985-qtr. to Sept. 28 227,735,000 9,475,000 
1984-gtr. to Sept. 29 213,967,000 12,810,000 


\aes-9 mo. to Sept. 30] 1,474,659,000 


98,221,000 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30] 1,154,291,000 76,353,000 
1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 626 , 708 ,000 67,546,000 
1984-gtr. to Sept. 30 412,661,000 35,368,000 


/UA Entertainment 
1985-year to Sept. 30 


655,170,000 | (115,759,000) 
1984-year to Sept. 30 706,902,000 34,697,000 
1985-qtr. to Sept. 30 177,215,000 (49,519,000) 


1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 138,377,000 2,139,000 


TV Networks 


1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 102 ,892 ,000 12,998,000 


1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 75,028 

"028,000 
mee ae S| Boe | ee 

-qtr. to Sept. 30 28.777.000 3,023,000 

ultimedia 
1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 

245, 644.000 
vi 27, 
Saree ‘as he 2424800 
1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 75,401 1000 6"479/000 


Philips Ny! 

1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 113,971,400, 000 

Je 3 tO ,t0 Sept. 30 [12 714"600'000 

lee att: t2 Sept. 30 | 4:652'600'000 
gtr. to Sept. 30 | 4’489'100'000 


208,100,000 
267,400,000 
59,600,000 
82,100,000 


Notes: "Adjusted. » t 
special credit. “Exejnqce san dol lars. 


*Restated includ i 
{ : es s 
special charge, *Dto foren ares 


RCA received o 
rd 
TVs from Marriott, pee ie 4,000 commercial color 


hotels in Atlanta and N.Y.C going into new Marquis 
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BR 

ee a ee "Th, 

Neil Vander Dussen 
Consumer Products Peeks Seo fr 
pres.-COO, succeeding Kenji Tg A 
chmn.-CEO in reorganization aa » Ady, 
product-related structure. Te e ane 
Ohga, who continues as pres, o¢ tya 
Named pres. of new product divs . ent in a 
Komiyama, Consumer Display <a Di Pan” | oe 
Naka, Consumer Video; John Bri Ucts, - | # 
Audio; Thomas Steckbeck, Conse the 
Philip Stack, Video Communicatinn Sale : Mep oveMe 
Vern Jobson, Information Products Product. N 
Currie, Professional Audio. Kevin } Georg,’ 
vp-Component Products Diy. ean na 
mktg. organizations: John Holla nile aaa OF ney 
Products; William Connolly, Best. Pe AEhetig a OKs 


Hisashi Sakae, Service... Ucts; 
promoted at Thomson Group Cont Sohmiat setting pe 
Se Kinkade oe aterm 
named e i i 
Thomson Grand Public; Bernard ene, Ate asset ja 
TGP new-product dir. become, ranges: 
William Levy, ex-Hitachi. jo; 
Div. as nocthaase-maalae ie age Sharp Video ae 
Schwartz, ex-Hitachi, named metro N.Y 
region sales mgr... Stan Kulhower, ex_¢ -N.J, BROAD‘ 
Specialties, joins U.S. subsidiary of K Omponent looks to 
marketer Sunkyong as head of new aie ten Lape on minor 
market SKC line of car stereos and ace 
Barbara McFarren advanced at Am ae nee Bc-span 
Tape Div. to 1/2" videotape beds si en gatherir 
Chuck Pope, named to same post for my SUCCEeting comer 
tape... Robert Smith, ex-3M, named auernen 
Videotape Distributors, subsidiary of Video $ ig — . 
Corp... Joseph Boyle, ex-Multichannel News —— 
named SPACE communications vp. = 
‘ Paul Foster resi as ote 
Video; position won't be filled, as taae to tom 
Ellen Wander reporting directly to RKO Pictures 
Pres. Mark Seiler... James Brown ex-Embassy HIGH ¢ 
Home Entertainment and CBS/Fox, named national involvia 
franchi 


sales mgr., Continental Video... Robin Walton 
advanced to contracts administration mgr., CBS/Fa 
Video... Jane Palmese, ex-Arista Records, joins FCC 
Vestron as northeast sales dir... Glenn Sagon, 
ex-RCA/Columbia, appointed to new post of ass0e. 
creative dir., Prism Entertainment... John Reagat FC 
named business affairs vp, Walt Disney TV Div. | _ 
responsible for pay TV, home video and D-c 
specials... Richard Sowa promoted to Playt eG 
Video pres., new post, with responsibilit for Play! 
Channel, home video, pay per view, and interatno® : 
and domestic syndication and films. r 
——s— as 
International Conference on Consumer poe 4 “ 
Electronics (ICCE), annual technical event * 
at Westin Hotel-O'Hare, t., 


has 

call for papers on video audio, he#® 

oe systems, neg Copyrig 
acturing and em : : Mla: 

contacts: David Lewis C1647? and 4 

Ross (609-734-2975), | 


: for Broasxeasti 
“SN ritative Service » 
pan! Aid Fields. 
Sam 
~ Ny 
Sumer, jyeMBER 18, 1985 
’ 
hy | proadcast - Soi 
tae xays CAPCITIES/ABC, MURDO : 

Fcc off congressional furor. Fowler and 

sett ver 'truthfulness.' (P. 1) 

angie 
: Of me SCB 
t 1nte DISPOSAL PUT S IN RED: $114 min; 

lines. Ass ed quarter. ABC, CBS have major state Sh 
Mes shanges oo 
N MAY TAKE CABLEVISION PUBLIC in 

‘ai ca uld benefit Rainbow Service, (P. 5) oe 
' DCAST EEO RULES PROPOsEp.: Commissi 
iad eps change forms and procedures fop reporting 
it on minority hiring. (P. 6) 
a . 4 c-SPAN FLAP RAISES 'credibility' issue at SPJ 
a gathering. Cameras at fund-raiser roast produce 
"€eding controversy. (P. 7) 
) 
of NCTA BOARD MEETING ADVANCE: Scrambling 
rei | and must-carry on agenda. Budget cut to $6.3 


million expected. (P. 7) 


3GANNETT VHFs GO TO KNIGHT-RIDDER for 
$160 million. Stations in Okla. City, Mobile and 
Tueson spun off. (P. 8) 


HIGH COURT TO REVIEW PREFERRED cable case 
al involving municipal authority to grant exclusive 
franchise. (P. 9) 


FCC APPROVAL OF ABC, MURDOCH DEALS IGNITES MAELSTROM: (oe nies 
approval last week of $2 billion Murdoch-Metromedia and $3.5 pen Cap : dee i Some 
. along with all waivers of FCC rules sought (TVD Nov 11 p), ignited fiery exchang 

’CC Chmn. Fowler and congressional and consumer ; 

willingness. to grant waivers. Exchanges found House 

(D-Colo.) and Fowler questioning each other's veracity. 


ission m “Cal.), 
‘ neni feemptive strike Nov. 13, day ay eke oa (D-N'Y.) and Waxman (D-Cal.) 
rs - 


Reps. Bryant (D-Tex.), Markey (D 
warned FCC not to grant waivers of cros 
relief aren't well documented -- message 


ely uitely embraced earlier by Fowler in July 10 appearan 


iolation of Federal statute 
y ; ission, is a violation © 
ithout written perm 
J Copy, ‘on in any form, wit | 
oy (17 ra ® 1985 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproductio 
: 01 et 5€q,), a | € 


——S 


ge 


s-ownership to pp Oct. 3 letter (TVD Oct 7 p2) and 
delivered by Wirth 2 ~ Subcommittee. Lawmakers 


G FOR TR 
ANSITIO 
0 F 3 N 
3 Se ny. Mitsubishi joins Me role as color 


Supplier, (p 11) tsushita and 


Cc ° 
wr one tied only to yen, top officials 
seen in ine 'sold out,’ million 8 V 

use next year. (P, 13) insoles 


SEARS SHARPE 
Piiitien $00 NS PRICES, Yule book offers its first 


, Hitachi- 
50" ptvjectin, isa camcorder at $1,290, 


JAPAN DUMPING Ic m i 
€mories here, Presidential 
Study group Claims. New trade bill to emerge. ©. 15) 


GRUNDIG AND BLAUPUNKT in production swap 


deal. Former to Sell color sets to BL 
J aupunkt, bu 
radios. Other merger activities. (P. 16) 2 


COMMODORE POSTS LOSS in opening quarter, sees 

profitability on way. CBS drops computer software. 

Parker's videogame losses. (P. 16) 

DIGITAL IC ADAPTOR due from Multivision at $399 


adds dual-picture display and freeze to analog color 
receivers. CL 9 on hold. (P. 17) 


oup eritics of his Commission's 
aan Subcommittee Chmn. Wirth 


eeting, Wirth and Subcommittee 


“ licants whose requests for special 


ce 
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t will ae? car " 
teged. there and 
has set eathacks ean $100 million 


ig $40 million in car 


hase is expected to come 


so fami h by inv’ 
— tasty a atch Philips (TVD April 2 p14). 
has 22.9% Grundig stake, will retain 


i lensen, which Beatrice picked up 
aasauaell Esmark last year. After 
takeover is completed in Feb., top management posts 
will be assumed by former executives of Esmark, who 
had Jensen on block before negotiations with 


Bestrice began. 

in other merger activity: France's Thomson has 
acquired U.S. IC maker Mostek from United 
Technologies for $71 million. Deal includes nearly all 
Mostek assets, including assembly plant in Ireland. 
Thomson said it expects to keep about 1,000 workers, 
including Mostek Pres. James Fiebiger. As part of 
deal, Thomson Semiconductors will provide technical 


er reservy: 
involved (TVD Oct 3] OID), € to cover losses 


ond - ered to sell group of subsidiaries 
ae Jesmorhe es ICs and Stamped electronic 
ed purchaser for $40 million, said it 
pment 


uy Apple 

anufacturing plant 
t, put it up 

oint ira Dale 

ure 

Sazanine Capital Corp, shay 


25 
1 L- 
RE posts LOSS: Commodore *Rg vo 
coMMODO red in opening fiseal quarter to Se a piGith 
continue’ a £ $39.2 million on 34.9% sales deol. i a JP 
pos. financial table). die t let 
ing on results, Chmn. Irving g gdels 
aaron one. introduction costs ion Ould saig Foose , 
ge ne dore’s new Amiga and C128 computers that yun 
Sark begin shipping until late in period. He Noted god 
di : inventory Was down to $306 million from ; ”" 
ees at end of June despite sizable buildup i es 
F t 
Gould said initial Amiga sales to dealers aispla 
xceeded target and sales rate of both new Cj93 ee 
ox blished C64 models "accelerated in North pict 
Ciena in quarter. He said Commodore e ee 
return to profitability in 2nd quarter on sales Mode 
even with $431 million reported for same Period las, om 
year. i ynveil 
CBS's loss in 3rd quarter included $7.5 millio, 139-cF 
in operating losses and writeoffs at CBS Software, 
which is being discontinued in restructuring (see M 
details in Broadcast section). Company said it was | permit 
halting computer software development and to any 
production but would continue selling from monité 
inventory. Move completes CBS's exit from nonyige, | combi 
electronic software field. At end of 1983 CBS foldes : specia 
its videogame marketing division, said that unit was to pri 
primarily responsible for $15.7 million loss shown by Vp Da 
Columbia Group that year. j Ne 3 
Parker Bros. made $32.1 million on vi ~~ maker 
software in fiscal 1983 to May 26, but lost $10.1 deal v 
million on business in 1984 and $13.7 million in 1985, custo! 
according to report to shareholders by parent General its ow 
Mills in connection with its spinoff of toy business, 
Kenner Parker Toys, to holders. It notes that Parker E 
officially discontinued videogames at end of fiscal for it: 
1985, incurred additional pretax loss of $23 million on would 
disposition. intro< 
upgra 
Recoton cited "general slowdown in retail simul 
sales" in reporting lower 3rd—quarter sales and 
carnings. Company said it expects sales of recently ‘ 
introduced MTS TV stereo set-top decoder and "brisk deve] 
current sales" of accessories to produce record year 
revenues in 4th quarter. Meet 
eee"! Instrument said it will set up $80 in we 
million pretax reserve in 3rd quarter, to Dee. 1, to Sensi 
bins Cost of restructuring to eliminate unpro and 
Minn ess: Of that, $40 million will be for closing Teme 
2 ‘croelectronics Div. plants in Scotland and N.’ a Sea 
whieg ene IC operation at Chandler, Ariz-, pas ce 
chips Ovo lopment will center on | rat ) 
odkadies cover tage of RF/Satellite Div. also poe . Ww 
Delhi onus With Jerrold, and plants in Tueso® la 


» Ont., are being closed. 
—a—. 


Home word proces this 
sor will be introduced wilh 
onaheane North American Philips at N.Y, neWS ... ot Phit 
2 pl3) fea _AS reported here last summer (TV? Ply 
Systems ne Product of new Phi Interactive New 
introduced ii Bete to be first major deviee Tem, 


‘S. based on MSX operating 9 


eports of TV-Electronics Companies 


radec ates jnformatron 2e 2 
' éoilars Parentheses dens 
we 


| 7985-9 mo. tO wy 
| 1994-9 ao. to Sept 


| 19g4-atr- to Sept. 


30 
1985-qtr. to Sept- 
en. to Sept. 30 


tsquire Radio & Electronics 


1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 


1985-9 mo. to Sept. 


1984-gtr. to Sept 


tellite Syndicated Systems 
1985-9 mo. to Sept 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1985-gtr. to Sept 


torer Communications 
1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 
1985-gtr. to Sept. 30 
1984-gtr. to Sept. 30 


"Includes special credit. 
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ee ne 


erbert Schlosser retires Dee, 3) i 
ait statment Business Development ie be A ! 
98 years with company, including sting a NBR te 
He'll join brokerage house Wertheim & Co, C 
entertainment and bestg. senior adviser, Sus, 
Beckett named video operations senior Couns. 
RCA Law Dept... David Arganbright, ex-K L, 
Video sales and mktg. vp, one-time R CA, ia 
Grolier Electronic Publishing as exe. mg = 
Robert Borish, ex-Paramount Pict ( 
-controller, Video Assoc... Sondra Berchiy “ey N 
appointed business affairs vp, MCA Heine 


rtainment Group... James Fisher n: a ; 
re ‘Academy Home Entertainment... saa Chis . & 
appointed franchise mktg. dir. of Video Wo $ ” 
Lauderdale company establishing video « di ting Ft. i 
duplication centers. and a 

Lou Filatreau advanced at Fuji Computer Tl 
Media Div. to national field sales mer... George pa 
Nagle promoted to Royal Consumer Business be 
Products sales dir. from national sales mer: Lany 
Kirlin named national acets. mer... Joseph Rae RI! 
ex-Scientific Atlanta, joins R.L. Drake as head ag é 
new Canadian sales office... Meryl Lassig sh 
appointed controller of Video Aid, independent 
marketer of extended service warranty contracts : 


Alva Dalton, ex-Forstmann Little, rejoins ITT 
Jan. 1 as Telecom Business & Consumer 
Communications pres., succeeding Richard 
Lindenmuth, resigned... Paul Gupta advanced at 
GE Intersil from gen. mgr. to pres., succeeding 
James Dykes, who becomes chmn. and Continues as 
GE Semiconductor Business Div. vp-gen. mer... 
Ichiro Hattori named pres. of Seiko Epson, new 
Seiko Group unit formed in Japan through merger of 
Epson's computer and printer operation with Seiko's 
watch and electronic components group. id 
ap 1) ie aj —___ yf 
_ McCormick Place expansion funding bill _ 


law by governor. It authorizes $54 million increase 
to $259 million in bonds Chicago center can issue t? 
pay for new exhibition building being erected just , 


oe oe rae 


a eed 
ey 


west of existing one. Passage means money will te 
available to complete new building in time for nes 
June's Summer Consumer Electronics Show. — 


3 2 q Fo age P ; rs ’ ar ad, 
Projection TV sailed to all-time 


in 1985's 44th week, ended Nov. 1, with 196,97 ®° 
sold to dealers re aan reek ak eu 
of 195,194 for full-year 1984. VCR VCR: wed 
set new high for any week, 352,908, and acre of 
average also set high for any week (see Sta! ie 
Industry). A 


wri . \ wes " a 
U.S. Tech stores, consumer electronit 
Operation of U.S. Electronics Group, cow MS". 
outlets, having absorbed 6 stores fort we 


of now defunet Te entral chain, Goal S™ 
stores by year's « 2 — emma 
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oNTINUE TALKS ON MUST-CaRR mer Electronic 
7a 10 emote. Bryant int Y but z = 
Pt fF romise Seen ip ay eroduces INT Y ENITH Rals 
. compe art pill in House. <P: 41.) retail, hints ES Most 19" and lar 
REJECTS NBC OFFER, seeks MSOs to follow sy; 89 along, Comper; will come do 
NER ; : as Suit, (Pp petito 

mes in CNN, is talking to Time, Murdoch. NBC - (P. 10) rs thought likely 

ine? jjcitations this week. (P. 2) COLOR TV impo 
pesins 9° VCR shi RTS hit record 

pments f Pd 1.24 million j 

wgseeS NO THREAT TO TV FROM CABLE: typ Color camera imports cout fm Aug. peak. 

sot predicts lar ger share will go to TV, declining drop 44.7%, (P11) for 4th consecutive month 
4 gare 10 other media. Bortz view different. (P. 4) MAGNAVO 
¥ X INTROD 
self-contained dedicated pe eONRITER, first 


TD owe HITS pERSONAL ATTACK RULES and FCC's 
political editorial requirements for TV-radio stations, 


yommends repeal. (P. 5) 


Fagard LOSES SUPERSTATION CASE: Appeals 
Bl court sides with Southern Satellite. (P. 5) 


DOES FIRST AMENDMENT APPLY IN SPACE? 
‘Answer could determine fate of efforts to use remote 
sensing satellites for news coverage. (P. 6) 


7 ex OPINION ON TV COVERAGE: Board 
__ ] ttision follows flap over C-SPAN coverage of 
_ } Gikite roast. Convention gifts banned. (P. 7) 
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STEREO ISSUE SPLITS CABLE OPERATORS: Some 
-Sipport MTS stereo standard but are opposed by 
Ml oup W. (P, 8) 


a. James Mooney to resume talks with 
q ee aren't prepared to sacrifice any 0" 
} aring FCC must-carry rules violation of First 
BP Action came as ind 

8 Won] ependent broade 

| "introduction Nov. 21 of bill by Rep. Bry 
Pig Commercial and public TV signals within 
: Switt Bill (HR-3807), cosponsored - 
7. -Wash,), largely reflects thinking ° 
eB. 3 
7 nue, 
iS frankly skeptical an 
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NOVEMENT ON MUST-CARRY: NCTA board, meetin 
broadeasters on 


of their new- 


by fellow Hous 
: NTV. 


Whil ntinue 
e ta rs will €o 
board lks with broadeaste i given the his 


; word processor pri 
ra hide with SCM's Cedacal 


at $800. (P. 12) 
Word Processor. 


PENNEY'S YULE BOOK f 

; eatures large price 
reductions, new Matsushita~-mad iS c: 

Color sets down $70-$150. (®. yarn ang a 


SHARP DEBUTS VHS camcorder at $1,900 lis 

; ‘ t, alo 
with high-styled color TV sets. VHS HQ debute 7 
near. (P. 13) 


VCR SALES WILL FLATTEN next year, 3M and RCA 
spokesmen say at ITA seminar. Speakers offer 
outlooks for software, 8mm Video. (P. 15) 


SANYO MFG. HAS $1.3 MILLION 3rd-quarter loss. 
BMC says losses from discontinued lines put it in 
default to lenders. (P. 16) 

in Phoenix last week, authorized 
must-carry issue but made it clear 
found freedoms under court decision 


Amendment (TVD July 22 pl). 


4 up pressure for reins’ 


10n of Assn. " 
conclus every ti ght to be. 


eo sei cat it hes 


ion, 1s a violation © 


i Federal statute 
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vith Be Pay 

Videowriter, at $800 suggested list, is being positio Bie et 

aimed at students, writers, professionals, small busin es and genera a nate mca geet 
more than average use for typewriters but find commercial word processor 

computers too com : 


ut same desk Space as 


AAW ER 


expects Magnavox to play primary role, instead of ending 
last 2 pioneering efforts, | 


full-sized typewriter. It consists of ec ns ole \ ith front-m: 
disc memory, built-in top-mounted matr x thermal pr It's & 

keyboard has standard layout, 17 special function keys plus 4 for peter ree 

ge out of oe Philips Home Interactive Systems (PHIS) formed by } aerate ie 

as operation, and first resultin from resource pooling effort. NAP and 

Philips of Holland. ; tes sie 


eR 9 
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8 for media held in N.Y. last week. Product. | sat i. ieee 
‘S., manufactured overseas =- with parts coming tin ee and Europ 
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Gfep, Sig 
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arget 1 
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imple, single-function Se is sate Bapelltion ; Wide, with TV DIGEST 
0.3 sevelopment phase "al uct. Hi esulbaf i Spent Phili is 
tion, D tw most itti of in £@ each Ps br; 
2.0 pgnctions O° we turned Sham ee aon that Omputere = in U aie 
> all y Ss pro ark > S. 
si 6 eT ties mee Stud: accordin On some < 
6 = Idn't am lw y tha § to Ae, 
2 sgogrammability and haidl be_ bi € up wie t bh Ra Prag illion 
re printer it could turn a Sore h patie be Arpino Consumers Louis 
| future versions if that's charts eets or 0 ompute or ideq ps dun eee 
* gasket reception feet ae other ther math ds or adding in © 
-4 markers (Columbus Bauman Bias wants \sraphies, functio could be g in a 
— D, 4 4 8) : > j ns 4 
0 Bees: deo and Salt La Grand apt eter ee Such functio peat 
; eomes ne? year, VW wi ake Cit apids arted Beca, Ctions e it has to provi 
department, office ill be mad y), 60 de: Indiana t last use prod can be j matrix = 
supply and e€ avail ealers : Polis K week's uct con incorporat ead 
pe a about 129° City, kne ing: Lin eaiean 
1 n' > . j + . ar 
0 scm’s Personal Gg peactly fi bres) a noe dae outlets ieesilic ian ce, = 
sereen ge Bae Proce irst of it alers. wi When na inneapol 
4 as part d to plug ae ee But Ppa havi te Be eae Sallout 
. Nn as 
| feature compari printer y of SC is atta & been be well b 
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ich Penne mes with itachi-m Wath eeree Sept 16 pl harp's My Movi 
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Penney's lead ext). wer eats A molnding battery, aat a. 
model with wired er VHS recorder i is Sig i a lens, fbiees > autofocus ; 
aa (down $200) om ote, erie front-load 900. pe dating cap oe a 
category § {do 100), 4~head $100), 3-head ss remote at CES, m o will introd 
9S wn $180): with be version re ,» Most wit uce its fi 
oS (NAP) adaptable. ig VHS Hi-Fi wi ttecaamnteriit at $400 corded ta: h automati first VHS H 
did with MTS VH e, is $650 (do i with keypad e unit $470 tape is mer activates Sou playback -- = models 
S Hi-Fi is $1.00C $150), whi remote, MTS automati ed, rewind, rej ey 
Stale VOR and $1,000 (down while cable-t atic. Pa adiracr: whe 
but when Vinee hee 984 $300) ibis staging Z pitase-ofture. 
savin ught in leld came ; Ing ompany' 
iter and 68 of $300, combination ae $800 each fashion ye y's new color TV : 
the lors Ss are 
10 have C y're $1,300, ; in 3 different ee styling. Series highlighted by 
sive an AC- atalog fe outputs carri olors with audi of desktop 3.5" 
G ature es $4 a io and be 5" sets 
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shs 6° console MTS ete receiver ‘55 (down $100); 20" ee amis etly on floor 
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gas A) Ps 12" AC-Do sen SRN SE we Se arc ee armamee ab. at $2 
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dip 250, (down $30) C $80 (down ave list of $290. , also due in Feb. 
| ms fg R sales t 
78,009.09 has year-to-year o dealers showed biggest 
Sq.~ purch ‘ ¥ percent 88 
ft. west pshaoigy 7 acres in L.A for since first week in J sneer in ond Nov. week 
t hg, warehouse and part Industry). In same week up 98.9% (see State of the 
start of oat and total U.S. home VCR = roe 
ting in 1955 sales since 
4 in 1950 topped 96 million. SINnCe 
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e- both show 


m 
soreen displays Me Com paper, have #9 A 
Vw shows nea jines on 12" 
and easier to 


ral inches 


i =<" wide, 13" deep, 
is 7” high, 14.5" wide, 13" @°<F itor 
17” wide by 13" deep- PwP er at 
keyboard is 1! 11.9" wide by 11.1 high y $4 
t, JS iad required electronic typewriter, 


deep, and sits ording to model. 


size of which varies acc 
Pricing too is similar, VW at $300, PWP at $500 


90-$500 for needed SCM 
for processor plus $3 nuded in VW price is _ 


typewriters have electronic me 
accept new words. VW's disc will store 72 pages, 
SCM's wafer tape memory holds 32. All VW 
functions are on keyboard. PWP uses keyboard for 
some functions, requires use of buttons on separate 
mouse-like box for others. 


PWP is much faster when it comes to inserting, 
copying or moving words or lines because VW copies 
document to dise before performing such functions to 
ensure document isn't accidently lost in process. But 
VW prints much faster, 50 cps in draft mode, 25 in 
we quality, against 12 eps speed of SCM daisy 
— ‘peur, But that's relative, and speed of 

a to be painfully slow to someone 
Gee to professional computer printer. VW 
allows for expanded or compressed type 

mething daisy wheel can't do, . 


Because 
margins, spacing nnd take eae eat vw, setting 
Screen. While format is set on PWP oon wet 8 


seree ! 
display purposes, and it also te: s 
kind of paper, but because of thentin@, Both use any 


of each page for paper j : Hon atically ald 


NOVEy, 


ar use to turn out short notes om 
envelopes. VW printer works only tribes or Sy ov 2 is 

is less convenient for casual use. OM sg Vv aves 

: 4 R le 

Note: We erred in our repo rt last i 4 alle ech 
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Adjustment assistance progr 


and replacement is subject of dispute bal Noy ; 
. Ww . %, 


Administration and Congress. Whit 
favor training-only program that ne Hote’ ; all 
cash benefits for workers who lose Pi elimi view * 
with funding at $100 million next year to Nan RC Ae ‘: al 
rogram cost this year. Question o¢ ert god Sct ; es 
1986 is left up im alr. House and Senate a ; pe is 
pending that would retain both benefit. beehi wor on), BEE 
that workers agree to take training to be tei, nm That 
cash. House measure would extend eligi. — 19 wer 12 


workers who lose jobs when com tng ust Ore, 
production to foreign country. ok Moves prigh 


‘ . Tsial Be. 
of Senate bill would impose surcharge _ s! 
than 1% on all imports to cover mares sf ala eri double 
That's opposed by Administration on grouna ; 10% this ¥¢ 


fee would have same effect as duty rate j Tp, 
therefore would be subject to GATT n tate portat 


Sony is accepting orders, in minimum lots 
200, for custom-pressed CD-ROM dises. At st 
pressing will be done in Japan in Sony-owned 2 
rot by CBS/Sony Records, joint venture in Japasygay!thouel 
turns out standard music CDs. Sony says it willy 
CD-ROM pressing at its Digital Audio Dise Cor, 
plant in Terre Haute in spring. Also last week, \w 
basis. Drives are being offered now only to OEky 
through Sony's Component Products Div. at prices 
ranging from $300 for unit designed to mount ia 
computer slot normally used for 5.25" floppy dist 
drive, to $900 for high-end stand-alone versio | — consume: 


GE is revamping tube plant in Syracuse ates} he 
of $2.3 million for production of 3, possibly 4 4 dex 
tube types, company informed workers. ue 
reported, plant will produce 20” and 26" fu" 
tube. GE. says it also will be turning out 29 
to meet Matsushita requirements, may rece 
contract for modified 19" for different, 
customer. Matsushita, as , AS 4 7 
19" and over color TV production for ae jy | Alan Li 
will be using GE tubes in most of thos? ® «is! anew 
has said it's seeking to increase “re ce 


sells Matsushita for Panasonic and x 

MO iiae.) will make own Smm deck "agli sas = 
year," has no plans to man oe) 

officials of European affiliate S® at news ob wall | 


conference in Brussels, called to Sho¥ is Wi 
Pioneer 8mm equipment to , jp? oe ‘pa 
had seen it all before under Sony 0°" hyp 
question, company said it currently ee . F . 
make combination CD-videodise PEN. pat OP Ra 
market because PAL waveform — 

oth dual digital and analog x ot 
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V-Flectronics Companies 


past week. Dash 
Amounts expressed 


Financial Reports of T 


These are latest reports 2S obtained during 
indicates information not available al press time. 
in dollars Parentheses denote loss. 


cton 

1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 13,054,000 
1984-9 mo. to Sept 13 BaD 
1985-qtr. to Sept. : . 
ooh ate Sept. 30 4,552,000 


1994-qtr. to 


(59,420,000) 


93,681 ,000 
89,312,000 2,639,000 
29,679,000 (57,915,000) 


(1,496,000) 


27,910,000 


Malrite Communications 
| 1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 60,014,000 7,195,000 
| 1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 53,822,000 1,209,000 
30 21,126,000 3,055,000 
728 ,000 


| 1985-qtr. to Sept. 
| 1984-qtr. to Sept. 30 


19,099 ,000 


sanyo Mfg. Co- 
1985-9 mo. to Aug. 3) 237,817,000 (1,691,000) 
1984-9 mo. to Aug. 3] 253,099,000 1,520,000 
1985-qtr. to Aug. 3] 99,363,000 (1,325,000) 
273,000 


1984-gtr. to Aug. 31 94,167,000 


yrner Bcstg. 

1985-9 mo. to Sept. 30 259,440,000 (5,001 ,000) 

1984-9 mo. to Sept. 30 210,645,000 8,088,000 

1985-gtr. to Sept. 30 92,718,000 2,407,000 
77,669,000 5,298,000 


1984-gtr. to Sept. 30 


inited Artists Communications © 


1985-year to Aug. 31] 479,847,000 14,944,000 
1984-year to Aug. 31 407,970,000 | 15,750,000 
1985-qtr. to Aug. 31 142:196,000 7'203,000 

128078 ,000 7:997,000 


1984-qtr. to Aug. 31 


*after special charge. “Includes 


“Adjusted 


Notes *Restated 
special credit 


ent ere LOSS: Although it had sales pickup in 
wel? quarter to Aug. 31, Sanyo Mfg. Co. posted 
vaghed Lar under $1.33 million for period, company 
eee 5 mapeeene Fi TVs for sale under 
ovens, at plant in F canbe Oli, a mers 


_ SMC said results were ham 
vesults pered by " ; 
Siew me rst in color and pin Meret 
cape: ~- epee plant operations for 3 waa f 
eee ht os P13), SMC said new contract ‘ 
oe atic e changes "that should enhance 
Seamer a and economic improveme ts 

Pp the company's competitive noise 


‘ae wA's 16th annual spri 
echnology Driv ng seminar He, . 
en Industry," will’ rospering 
» Will be March 


12-15 Ameri 
Ch y lericana Can 0 . 
mn. Akio Morita will ‘ater Palm Springs. Sony 


Consumer Electronics Personals * 18, 
Michael Katz resigns as E UA 
join Atari as sales and mktg. i chmn.-CEo ty \ EA 
John Copland, who left in Sept. t * Mas sreceeding 
firm. Katz also will head new Atari aoe SOfty, 
formed to market entertainment ele livision oe 
products... Joseph Loiacono, GE a tonic "8 a 
rograms mgr. and long active in ELA. Product qne aed Fie 
Committee, retires Jan. 1 after 44 Service nd 
company... Martin Homlish, ex-M a with 
JVC, joins Sony Consumer Audio Pr od One-time ; 
Hi-Fi products dir... Edmund Auer. f ucts Diy, 
of now discontinued CBS Software. Mer, p 
successor organization, CBS intersect te | 
develop and market computer softw ive Learning Fe Dp 
interactive materials to education ay — other to 


markets. It also will handle el 
Software product... David mary - Sa 7 od dco 
joins Pacific Stereo as merchandising cease Br 
Vp. : sTERN 
Jurgen Strube, former BASF : we sumer 
named pres. of BASF Corp., new ao Pres., naheim € 
organization formed as parent for all BASF aepibitors 
operations in US... Dennis Clark, ex-Rev 
peepee: Certron mktg. dir... Frank sats TOP 100 ' 
ex- evision, joins National Captioning In rt follor 
* * ; list, 
te | ae 
broadeast industries. » Cable and le 
FCC APP 
Gordon Bricker, RCA, elected complete: 
succeeding John Povolny, 3M; Philip eke i Seti 
Sony, named pres., replacing Bricker; Alfred cable syst 
VCA/Technicolor, becomes senior vp. Markin, 
Stack. New vps: Anthony Mirabelli ‘Quasar GROUP \ 
video; Ken Kai, Pioneer, laser media; Maria groups be 
ee Agfa-Gevaert, audio; George Ricci 140-syste 
ae planning. New board members: Stan Bauer by year— 
Polly: Depa ee : 
Egan Machinery; Anthony Mirabelli, Quasar; rok el 
cholas Santrizos, Thorn EMI/HBO Video; —o 
‘ can agre 


Howard Schwartz, CBS Records; Richard 
Stofan, American Hoechst; alam TDK... 
pie ex-Gould, named American ¢ 

ectronics Assn. pres., succeeding Ferrey 
who retires but will continue as ed sere and. 
consultant until end of 1987. 


Patrick O'Brien, ex-United Satellite 
Communications, ne daar reer sr Pictures 
International Video as finance vp... Tom Hawo : 
ex-B. Dalton Booksellers, named video product dit» 
Ingram Video, division of Ingram Distribution Grout 
Randall Chambers appointed dir. of national 
Prien and Kinman to video — 
dish David Cline named sales vp, Embassy. 

ntertainment, succeeding Tom Burnett, now silks 
wef icertrainment naw El 
, ex-Disney Home Video, joins 


as national sales mgr. 


—s— 


_Ad notes: TDK be 

Mires for new $1 mile ean Margeotes Festitts® 
‘Con moves $3 milli porate accom 

Wilson, on account to Edwin Birt 
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sth sccues seen sparking interest at 3 


net : JBISy we 
] im event; attendance expected up, list of Bat in Waterign APA OPENING 
ginitor Me facility, (P gy rauetion will be Tee 
OPERATORS RISE 11%. DE alted at 
» 100 CABLE 11%: TC] leads 5 ALERs SEE STE x 


10 American TV & Co Saat fe) 
ed by mMmunicatio Ow 7 as ‘im ' 
I ist, cit ablers now have 32,700,810 basics, Ns and awareness te Majority Promotie at Sales tool, 


ae We il Ing it, 
. om 130 pay units. (P. 2) allied ill far from complet pryconsumer 
.» JAPAN'S vcR 
;apPROVES STORER TRANSFER: KKR en in Sept., but 1.49 aie to U.S. held to 
apletes buyout for $2.5 billion, which includes 7 any Month. Color shipments 10, va. 3rd highest 
nj stations. —_ will have to sell WTVG and some MONTGOMERY Pp. (P. 10) 
Pakgsiems. Move Seen appeasing Hill. (P. 5) emphasis on at he = . TATALOG has heavy 
1S ing 6 audi 5 
soup W CABLE DECISION DUE SOON: Four Prands. Own-brand VHS VCR Starts at $980. Gna) 
groups believed to have met bidding deadline for PIONEER POSTs Loss of $12.2 million in fj 
i4j-system operation. Decision on buyer expected 1985, -2 million in fiscal 


aservision inventory writed Ap 
U.S. sales subsidiary cited. 1]) ae 


wAA, NCTA EYE CABLE ACCORD: Talks to get CELLULAR PHONE DUMPING inj 
erious after Western Cable Show; hope is 2 sides industry, ITC says in ruling that rida o Sis 


m agree within week on copyright fee levels. imposition of penalty duties. (P. 12) 
legislation still needed. (P. 6) 


byyear-end. (P. 6) 


VIDEO EQUIPMENT PACED SALES growth for Radio 


ANOTHER PPV LAUNCHED: Showtime/Movie Shack in last fiseal year. (P. 12) 

lservice, Viewer's Choice, gets one-day . 
lead start on Request TV. Saiiiee. een in 5 USES FOR SAP EXPLORED by Hartford TV station 
0,000 homes next year, will run one movie per -- bilingual, unedited dialog, surround sound, program 
week, (P, 7) ; guide and commercials. (P. 13) 


but fewer 

STERN CABLE SHOW GIRDS FOR 'CHALLENGE': Somewhat_langer orem o OD 0T 

tors, are expected when 17th Annual Western Cable a Hoe than nearly 8,000 who 

aa ec slightly more convention-goct® pi Jatt rably below the 220 who — 

on 1984 edition ee 192 pre-signed exhibitor Stiele ie exhibitors are still expecte 
. ? Vv ’ 

to ee in advance last year (TVD Dec 3/84 pl). Ne 


; ter. 
"Up more than 100,000 sq. ft. of Convention Cen ch as ruling declaring 
s -- SU erest is likely to 


* rdict ° > 
Giy, ; ; ble court ve tion int d, 
tent mates ae a striae al IVD July Bard col, although must-carty ™ 

~Carry es unco Chmn. 
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permission, is a violation of 
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: 9 ean in any form, W! 
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> 19, ioe ap: Pioneering MTS station 

Sune, ss FO "_tford is one of 4 or 2 in U.S. 

; ys “IV HAC Ap (separate audio program) in 

$)mag rst stereo nee ie Pres. Arnold Chase 

1 2% . ition p will be exireniely MnP Oran Ly, feature in 

$1352 A ks SA 

~ Wn ; g ru 

ua: sey ig now using SAP in 5 diffep ; 
ling wril Tt airing 3 series with Spun 

984 gilingu ond channel (TVD Feb 25 p15) ang has 

Tage “guage O nprofit center" in dubbing and 

4 pag pilingual shows for other Stations ~_ 
oncom KCST San Diego and WCIX Miami are 

Sitive <A % seastiNg in Spanish and English. Chase Says 

5 ; owe 3 ights to at least 3 more bilingual partes 

vale’ sion is dubbing WKRP, Benson and MASH, has 

Also oto Spanish versions of films in Disney backlog, 

" hat ee oe contracts have Spanish language rights," 

3. race told US- 

A 9) Unedited dialog. WTIC-TV now is airing 

ap movies with 2 different English language 

ri ori e "edited for TV" version on main 

Tea ‘guel and original theater track on SAP, along with 

ows _copeen disclaimer at beginning, pointing out that 

t ip channel may employ riper language. 

d (3) Surround sound. Although he concedes that 
sechaps only “couple of people" are listening, Chase 
sys he has put on Some movies in surround sound, 

vices sing SAP track for rear channel by processing 

p \wiginal Dolby theatrical soundtrack. Although he 

wtes that 2 MTS decoders are required to receive 

were wrround sound (one for stereo, one for rear channel), 
enue with availability of low-cost adaptors at $100 or so, 

, to te points out that's cheaper than $350 

wwround-sound processor. 
j (4) Program guide on SAP channel tells viewers 
coming attractions. (5) Commercials -- WTIC-TV 
“s aired aural SAP-only commercials for TV dealer. 
~ use said local TV dealers estimate that there are 
“ut 90,000 MTS sets in Hartford coverage area, 
B Sra some 1,000 SAP-only nonstereo sets. 
, or cuord-New Haven market has 810,700 TV 
pennohie, according to Arbitron, giving it MTS 
tration of about 6%. 
——_a—_—_ 
28 hon etn videodisc system developed in 
Doupias ee joint project with McDonnell 
3 Dota film 12" transparent dise made of standard 
"plicatig ° make recording single disc and 


Nore }7 ae Casy and inexpensive process. Disc can 
U disita) . utes of video (30,000 frames) or 40 hours 
beam 0 “udio, Dise isn't reflective; in playback, 
Kigop 1 SOlid state laser goes through disc to 
sale ha omnell Douglas is slated to offer players 
YVtems re next Spring at $3,600, production 

4 $) million each 


op NV. phir: 
windy 8 raised $185 million through sale 
‘tr 


Million share stock issue in U.S. ", 
at here by Philips since 1962, and it 


’ P 
“yr , oe illion. 
? Of outstanding shares to 925 ml 


sther result 
mg ty affect ‘ 
Con at addition 
f lcleney Otice for 1989 4 ri 


> 


to help reduce Japan's surplus in i 

Hitachi officials said tae mat pei pas 
plants here, stated 2 would be for IC wafer 
fabrication and automotive electronics, but withheld 
specifics on 3rd (TVD Aug 5 p13). Meanwhile, 
Japan's Toshiba said a recent purchasing mission 
placed orders for $96 million of high-tech products 
and materials with U.S. suppliers. Toshiba has 
announced goal of doubling its worldwide imports to 
$660 million by 1988. 


i ies -- including top 
leaders, representing 20 companies -- me 
officials of Philips, Thorn EMI, Thomson, Matsushita, 
JVC, Sanyo, Sony and Tos 
in London for 3rd annual b 
meeting, representatives 0 
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as too speci 
were told that a 8 ikely in Su 
matio ee le had 
re eee that “if this 1 cer 
Chmn. Wisse ago,” video standards ede shat 
existed 15 set d. One reporter ae anese ‘dea of 
wguls sing Se come to terms wit 
West ha 
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Personals 


mgr of 
pl 


Ont., Canada 
peas i ee tjont gomery 

- . Robert Harmon 
rental iets national a RCA 

by ’ Na ee 
branch mgr. = .» Art Mishima joins 
hita as corporate 
| mgr., succeeding Ted Ikeda, now 
me i oo peeks 
; V Div. 
oo ate ee * pai: Espectively replace 
eS cimizu and Keith lori, who have Pao 
to Japan; Dan Baxley named Appliance Div. mktg. 
administrator. 
Weiss rejoins Sanyo Consumer 

namie nell development dir... 

Greco, ex-Canon, appointed Goldstar 
northeast sales mgr... Michael Wiggins resigns as 
Akai America sales dir., his responsibilities assumed 
on interim basis by Pres. Frank Okuda... Robert 
Gordon resigns as Casio Consumer Products Div. 
mktg. vp... Richard den Broeder joins Yorx ; 
Electronics as pres. of new Canadian subsidiary... 
Stanley Risetter advanced at Fuji Magnetic 
Products Div. to southwest region sales mgr. 


Sig Schreyer, ex-Atari, rejoins electronic 
typewriter marketer Silver Reed as vp-CEO, 
succeeding Remo Ragionieri, who along with Senior 
Vp Martin Goldshine, left company... Frank 
Gilabert advanced at Hattori Corp. from finance vp 
to pres. of new Hattori Seiko Computer Peripherals 
Div... Dan Wilkie, ex-IBM, named Tandon 
pres.-COO, succeeding founder Sirjang Tandon, 
who continues as chmn.~CEO... Gene Shelley, 
Raytheon senior vp, to become pres. June 1, 

succeeding Brainerd Holmes, retiring. 


Pe Christopher Robbins named Sony Video 

ware operations and finance vp. Among other 

ee Andrew Schofer, mktg. dir.; 

pees — mdsg. mgr.; Bruce Wilkinson, 

arbgen is Robert Janeszek, finance dir... 
yder, ex-Disney, joins Video Products 


Distributors as sales m i 
t gr... Denise Farle 
to creative service supervisor, Geatneae a 
Writabl | 
@ optical dis i j 
sie: i eda oe system for information 
Write-once System uses 8" 
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west 


Mer Elec \ 
Nic, 


PUBLISHED BY TELEVISION DIGEST 
Television Digest. Inc. is publisher of Communications Dai} ’ INC. 
sion Digest with Consumer Electronics, Video Week, Co 
; World Communications Report (with Th, 
nections: : e Exo 
Co oadcasting Report, Space Commerce Bulletin, Toleaiictone Of Lon 
Telecom Facthook and other special Publica 
Copyright © 1985 by Television Digest. Inc. Re 
any form, without written permission. is Pa in 
e 
EDITORIAL & BUSINESS HEADQUAR 
1836 Jefferson Place. N.W.. Washington. Dc 200 TERS 
Phone: 202-872-9200 Telex: 6502173616 (Via wee 
MCI Mail: TELEFACTS Facsimile (Group 3). mm 
This newsletter is available electronically vig New, 3-3435 
y nner 


With Consy 
(ISSN 0497-1515) 


". Satellite Wee 
MON Carrie, f 


a ‘on 
_ Cable FE 4 Py, 
tions they 


WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS 


Albert Warren ...--- Editor & Publisher 
Paul L. Warren .. Sr. Ed. & Assoc. Pub 
Executive Editor 


NEW York BUREAY 
475 Fifth Ave NY. 195 
Phone: 212-686-5415 m 


Dawson B Nail ....--- 

Daniel Warren..--.----- Senior Editor ¥r 

Mary Crowley . -- Managing Ed., Wash. 

Mike Schwartz ...-.--+> Senior Editor Robert E. Gerson ens jane De 
Ny 


IN 
Television and Cable Factbook JAPAN REPRESENTAT}yp saute BACK ae 
Michael Taliaferro ... Managing Editor (Editorial & utive moves 
Mary Appel .-------- Editorial Director Business) xec 
Barbara E. Van Gorder Sr. Supy. Editor Richard E. Varner IGE! 
Richard Koch .......-- Editorial Supv. c/o Foreign Correspondents Cha of fp TELEVISION D : 
Factbook Research, Inc. pacers any 20th Floor 1-7-4 alleging copyright 
Lynn R. Levine .....--.-+-+-+ Director “rege 
Business Phone: 211-3161 Telex: 324609 AB PLANS $12.3 
Roy W. Easley III......-.-. Controller MCI Maik: TVDTOKYO N é C 
Gary Madderom ... Marketing Director starting Apr - 
Glenn Brown .......-- Advertising Dir. pending for board 


Circulation Mer. 


Work at home market is fueling new 
nonentertainment demand for personal com 
according to Future Computing, which estimates}! 
million will be purchased for home use this year. 
That's down from 4.6 million last year, and off fr 
FC's original 1985 sales estimate of 4.3 million. f 
sees volume rising to 4.9 million in 1986, then 
continuing on modest increase to 7.1 million by 1® 


Microwave oven manufacturers and importes 
started 4th quarter just as they finished 3rd — 
badly. Oct. shipments of just over 1 million were i 


0.2%, AHAM reports. That marked 2nd consecut® 


monthly decline. Shipments were down 3.9% to i 
852,500 in Sept. (TVD Oct 28 p16). In year's fits 
months, MW shipments were up 21.6% to 9.74 mil® 


Obituary 


Milton Thalberg, 76, who helped launch So! 
Corp. of America ix 1960, died of heat! ata? 
Vegas Novy. 12. Thalberg was with Sony's 
Agrod, when SCA was established to handle 
oyn brand marketing here, replacing De 
nternational. He joined SCA, aided 
salina. distribution and was exec. VP ¥ ws 
found consulting business. Most recently, wns 
involved in specialty construction busines 

€gas. Son Gershan Thalberg, industty ™ 
veteran, and wife survive, 
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ers, 1¢] T0 MARKET TO HOME DISH USERS: Package COLOR TUBE IMPORTS jump 96.2% in first 9 
es 3.9 ocludes most basic, pay programmers. (P. 7) months, represent indicated 24.6% of U.S. TV OEM 
r. consumption, Commerce figures show. (P. 17) 
from sac EYES SATELLITE NEWS NETWORK: Board and 
It vfliates approve mid-1986 start. (P. 7) COLOR TV IMPORT breakdown changes next year 
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an ved to help France become se 
© nly, need electronics areas by 1987 
lvestme estos, it's understood, don 
“om hPlant, but could lead to its suppiv2”s 
| Items components, perhaps havin 
B {puch read for it in France. It wouldn 
~ | UK ign tomson tie -- they're P 
i nisioq™ EMA, in JOT Holdings, 

55 from U.K. and Germany, an 
5 Plant Thomson owns in France- 


rive motions by some manufacturers and Cop 
introduction of dises in new sizes and with expanded 
-torage capacity. Report by Ambler, Pa., market 

r IMS America shows Maxell retained top 
gare in 3rd quarter with 22%, but slipped back from 
4% share in 2nd quarter. Big gainer was Memorex, 
vhich jumped from 6th place to 2nd with share 
inerease to 11% from 2%. Loser was 3M, which saw 
dure fall to 10% from 20%, putting it into 3rd-place | 
tie with Kodak's Verbatim, which had 2nd-quarter 
share of 6%. Sony moved up to 5th place from 7th, Jap 
vith share rise to 5% from 2%; Xidex retained 3% 
stare but dropped to 6th place from 5th, while 
Denison, marketer of Elephant br 
‘thplace from 3rd as share dropped t 
ee ntoteze continued to com 


WC and Thomson Group of France are talking 
| "Ot lniys in production of hi- 
. “pears to be strengthening of 

ot ons Plant in Moulins, launched in 
million govt. investment, part of 


and dises, fell to 
0 2% from 6%. 
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Video software notes: First blockbuster tit] 
ased in 8mm Video format will be Beverl Hills 
> if expected joint announcement is nate P 
upcoming Winter Consumer Electronics Show by 
Paramount and Sony. Release won't be until Feb. 
after Paramount halts distribution in VHS and Beta... 
Disney and Karl-Lorimar are penciled in as 
exhibitors at WCES, bringing number of studios and 
key independents to 5. Return of video software 
marketers to show is reflection of growing 
importance of mass merchants and other nonspecialty 
retailers as outlets for recorded cassettes... Sony 
an formed Sony Video Software International to 
and 8mm programming acquisitions 
all territories except U.S., where 
unit handling task. 
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GEST Rata t 
16—TV DI CRs from Philips 


' ns: First V 
Spat oe pete arrive in U.S. next year, 


Japanese plan ts by Wilh 
according to commen yCR comm 


London news -15< VCR plant in 
. hilips 
ts at 1986 (TVD July 29 p9)- 
j to 
was devoted mainly 

Although news ©" ‘stions Den Tuinder did 
U.K. market, in ans s plans for NTSC areas. Philips 
00,000 VCRs annually at 

lant in Japan, as 


onferenc 


throughout Pacifi 
in US They a Marantz brand in Japan, NAP 


brand names in U.S. and Philips brand elsewhere. 


70%-owned Korean plant will supply 
sosan eat market, Philips’ 50%-owned (with 
Marantz) venture in Japan will be source of more 
sophisticated high-end products, Den Tuinder 
indicated. He said Philips' world production target 
_- from its European plants in Austria and Germany 
and its Far East facilities -- is 3 million VCRs in 
1986: "Compared to Matsushita, it's rather small... 
We're fighting an uphill battle." Matsushita produced 
6.7 million VCRs last year, its affiliate JVC nearly 
4.7 million. It's believed NAP's Magnavox, Sylvania 
and Phileo brands will sell 800,000 VCRs this year. 


Den Tuinder forecast that Philips’ consumer 
electronics operations will move into profit position 
next year. He said development costs of ill-fated 
Video 2000 VCR format now have been amortized; 
production of system for European market has 
stopped, but he said machine is still being exported. 
He didn't give destination, but there are some 
indications it could be China. 


He said Japanese camcorder market is about half 

8mm and half VHS. VHS-C format there has 

practically disappeared," he said, and forecast that 
Same would happen in Europe because "people don't 
like adaptors." As for 8mm, he said he thought it 
wasn't general purpose home system but a camcorder 
System. However, ideal camcorder hasn't been 
developed yet, he said. As he sees it, it would be like 


Sony's "Handycam but with l 
about $750, he suggested. a 


Den Tuinder said Phili 
ulips has doubled it 
eer VCR market since it adopted VHS forme 
ims 12% of U.K. market, 2nd to Thorn EMI ; 
. 


World VCR popul 
million by year = a wil approach 100 


; rom start of 
: esti ear, 
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C DUMPING : Japanese are 


JAPAN | . 
dumping 64K dynam jervaluation vac® 0 Us Zieh wee pitS> 
average margins 0 my da — Fange from 9 id . gic of K on 
to 94%, International Trade Administration ™ 8.55 ; oo oo on 
in prey ay Mier mT - Dumping com, say ns # 
international Trade Commission (ITC) Jact A por 
there was reasonable indication domestica ina” Saig 13) 
vas bong inured by imports CTYD Aug Lapis || yencas 
t a . 
of companies speciticaly cited by ITA : A 2% od : | 
; ‘shi was assigned top dumping mars: (ions, 
aie by 18.49% for Hitachi, 12.52% for ot, act on} : 
8.93% for NEC. Margin for all other companicg oa iv 
set at 38.83%. Margins determine size of cin Wag aw 
importers now must post to cover penalty duties 513 ye os 
may be assigned. ITA is scheduled to make ¢; that i at om f 
dumping determination by Feb. 14, and ITC "Bie ac 5 ut 
March 31 to come up with final ruling on injury unti) for 8 
issue. Both have to be positive before dumping aus follo 
can be collected. duitie, x 9" 
90) 700, f 


Case is one of 3 now pending against J 12U, 
makers, and 4th is on way. Still in investigative IC 300 ant 
hopper are unfair import competition complaint file th 60," 
by Semiconductor Industry Assn. in June and dump; 
complaint on 256K erasable memories filed joint\ = 
Intel and National Semiconductor in Oct. Due a ss 
early as this week is govt.-initiated dumping Ther 
complaint on 256K RAMs. It will be Reagan 
Administration's first anti-import action on 
recommendation of special task force set | 

President to pinpoint instances of unfair pine dial ooo oe 
by foreign govts. and exporters (TVD Novy 18 pls). . supp 


‘ ce inp 

In combined reaction to declining value of dollar i 
against yen and trade complaints, Japanese = re 
semiconductor makers have started raising prices. hb |) of pictur 


first announcement, last week, NEC said it was 
boosting 64K and 256K memory ICs exported to US. | US 
by up to 20%. Fujitsu and Oki made similar moves, _ j 
Mitsubishi said it would announce price increase 
soon. Other manufacturers said hikes were under 
consideration. 


_ 


_ Singer Bruce Springsteen has joined local 
union's effort to get 3M to reconsider plan to close 
professional video and audio tape in Freehold, 
N.J., next June. Freehold is Spri 's home tow 
and subject of his song My Hometown. Also i 
is Singer Willie Nelson. About 340 workers produce 
3/4" U-matie videocassettes and reels of audio taf 
at plant that 3M says has outdated equipment ands 
too small for modernization and expansion. It pls 
2 Pires a to plants in Minn. and N.D. 

Show business personalities in 
Campaign was featured in ne ads in N.Y-%4 


area last w i 
Union “°° bY Oil, Chemical & Atomic 


_ Nostalgia for early radio industry butt nt 
prography, "E.H. Scott, the Dean of DX ==8 
Signe af fy Ma te 
eer of E.H. Seott se? 
Electronics, Box 28579, Dal Dallas ee 


sales. 


system operators | 
a MTS at all, Group W is 
ate delivery that lets 
ming without purchase 
thod, all stereo 
orks and over-air 
, then tune 


of few major : 
not deliver 
h altern 


One 
considert ng 


ignal through amplifier and 
admitted that Group W may have 
reir es wel con at half price from consumers who 
decide to move out of cable franchise areas. 

Metzger said Group W is looking for interference 
caused by MTS signals carried on cable systems, 
added that she expects in some cases MTS will cause 
problems, in other cases it won't. While in past 
Metzger had doubted claims by other operators that 
they were passing MTS signals, she told session she 
now thinks many are. However, she reiterated that 
company's goal is to deliver cable networks in stereo 
in consumer-friendly manner. That apparently means 
in FM band so subscribers can get stereo 
programming whether or not they have MTS sets. 
Feasibility of converting MTV and other cable 
networks from FM to MTS standard has yet to be 
proved, she said. 


ATC R&D Vp Walt Ciciora agreed. He also said 
he's tried to buy MTS generators for his cable 
— but can't get orders filled. He also 

ized lack of MTS testing equipment for cable 


he GE — Electronics Cable Mktg. Mer. 
a crannies ge operators to get into 
arene *tronies sales. GE is tied in with Jones 
program that offers consumers VCR in 


NBC added another prime-time show (Rep. | 
steele) to its stereo schedule, bringing total ty 


te-night shows. ) 


plus 3 la 
————I—_— 


Kodak will get expedited hearing on of 
U.S. Dist. Court, Boston, finding that its instan, 
photo products infringed Polaroid patents. stijj 
awaiting ruling by U.S. Appeals Court, D.C., is 
request for stay, pending appeal outcome, of lowe, 
court order banning Kodak sales of instant camergs 
and film after Jan. 9. If forced to pull out of instany 
photo market for any period of time, it might have, 
abandon it permanently, Kodak said in filing with 
court. Kodak also pointed out that it's only film 
source for consumers who own Kodak instant 
cameras. If left standing, injunction also would 
prevent market test of Kodak's $700 video printer, 
which uses instant film to make hard copies of TY 
images (TVD Sept 23 p10). Appeals Court has 
scheduled Dec. 13-31 for filing of all briefs and 
replies, has indicated it will hear arguments and 
consider temporary lifting of Kodak sale injunction, 
on Jan. 6. 


Canada's Electrohome is still very much in 
video, even though its direct involvement in 


production of consumer color TVs will end next yet! 
when Mitsubishi opens own plant to handle output of 
Mitsubishi and Electrohome brand sets (TVD Dee? 


ts les 


wai} Taiwan”. 35 


p8). Mitsubishi's production of color sets at 
Electrohome's Kitchner, Ont., plant represet! 
than 5% of business there, spokesman told us 
week. Plant will continue production of Elec 
and OEM brand color and monochrome mon 

single-lens projection monitors -- including new 
high-resolution version for CAD/CAM appli 
satellite receivers, printed circuit boards 
indicated in our report, cabinets for TVS and 0 
electronic products. 
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money 11" ws ths as $ 
le Engineeri g O° Tvs, 
feet told us picture wasn t that bleak a obert cos for tote - J 
OSS oer reps would be properly informed, \ Je 4 wb 
ree midst of moving headend and preparj toe : ang axe = 
nadressable boxes, 1S working with equipmen, “tal | role first 3 mon 
suppliers to determine Proper Way to Move tog. BE sopt- 94 kit peaks ‘ 
| ving COC her F 
supe ors for eit 


Month 
580 , 60 

total 500,7 
color 79, 4% 
paw ae.” 

Taiwan 1,1 
total--- 70.4 
color 161.7 
bawW.---- : 
ana 169.8 
color. - , 
baw... -- 299, 3 
color. . 138,é 
color... 29,! 

Kong 
total... 29,! 
color... 29, 
b&w..... | 
Canada 
color... 18, 

_ Mexico 

color... 156, 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


paul Van orden, G 
oducts Sec 
ate Exec. 
or manageme 


d former 
ointed to new 
tructuring that 
Van Orden 
tronies and 


E exec. Vp an 
Consumer Pr tor head, apP 
4-man Corpor 
eliminates sect 
retains respons 
broadcasting oper 
including mobile telecom munic 
trading. Other CEO members are © 
welch, Vice Chmn. Lawrence Bossidy and 

ood... Thomas Rattigan, former pres. 

ican operations, advanced to 
International, 
CEO 


1 . 


and becomes vice C 
Goldman, ex-Warne 
RCA/Ariola Interna 
Robert Summer, now pres. 0 
Seal label. 


Ted Williams joins Port 


ns, joins 
tional as chmn.-C EO, succeeding 
f RCA Records Red 


avideo as national sales 


mgr. of new industrial Div., responsible for sales of 
videocassette players and player-monitor combos to 
businesses; William Lazarus appointed hotel 
operations dir. in charge of marketing players and 
library of MGM/UA titles to lodging industry... Leon 
Kuby promoted at Infinity Systems from 
international and military sales vp to senior vp, 
expanded responsibilities in administrative and 
product development areas... Raymond Reynolds, 
former Schaak Electronics chief financial officer who 
holds proxies for shares owned by ex-Chmn. Larry 
Welch, elected chmn. of retailer now in bankruptey 
reorganization ceedings; Reynolds succeeds 
James Sullivan, who continues as CEO... Al 
Roderick advanced at Kenwood Car Audio Div. to 
special markets mgr.; Mark Endres promoted to 
midwest region sales mgr., succeeding Roderick; 
Dean Hutto joins as national sales training mgr. 
replacing Endres. , 


Paul Culberg advanced to pres., New World 
Video... Ted Schachter, ex-HBO, appointed 
pone N dy: fairs senior counsel, Sony Video Software; 
psc e Resnick promoted from ad mgr. to creative : 
= i mgr... Gerald Harrison, Random House 
ee ger ee wer te 

H ” ge er, dir. of 

pie bh a gee nee goed Div., Se dir. 
mktg. dir., Increase Video. eT DAPPER 


Obituary 


J.E. (Ed) Brown, 83, TV-radi i 
; Sey, Scopes ¥ TCAD. & 
pioneer ee care in 1971 as Zenith seniors died 
. 3 ome in St. Francisvi ‘oi 
ene in 1937 after serving at Foe tard bi aus 
pice aad bigs Radio Commission a 
e Dept. adio Div. Named Zeni i 
eee in 1940, he contributed to ageale ase 
2 i ae TV, FM and FM deat i 
ubs n TV, having conducted pio i 
n 
ar aH Se 1930s. In 1939, ea wg a ne 
uilt first all-electronic TV station in Mid 
west. 


with 


nancial Reports of TV-Electronics Compa 
| § 


e latest reports as obtained during past 
not available at press time. Amo Stes as | 
ca “APES s64 


These af 
indicates information 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss 


Revenues 


Company & Period 


11,767,420 
10,136,631 


, 550,000 ,000 


760,000,000 | 40° 200-000 |, 


497 a0 
800 .009 {49 
| 


~~ = 


Pioneer Electronic® 
1985-year to Sept. 
1984-year to Sept. 


,699 ,000 ,000 


( s 
"595 400,000 12.200 .0905 | 


40 ,200 009 
"re wee 


cablesystems* 
to Aug- 31 
to Aug. 31 


354,165,000 
294,779,000 


Rogers 
1985-year 
1984-year 


(22,517 009 
(34,588 009) 


"Per ADR. 
dpestated; after special charge. 


*At yen's current rate. ‘} 
Mh Canadian 


Notes: 
dollars. 


Mergers and acquisitions: Mura has bee 
by TIE/Communications to Bartex Export shake 
PY dar Import & Distributing, terms undiscl 
TIE said it sold money-losing consumer fleas 


bes a oe as part of consolidation p 

aimed at cost reduction. TIE posted $40.1 milli for comn 

loss in 2nd quarter after taking $40 ilies chat extenst 

writedown of consumer phone inventory (TVD Tak 7 CABLE TAX EXEM 

p13). Following completion of deal, Bartex ene Mass- communities. 
in taxes of some ne 


its name to Mura. It said it would continue 
marketing entire Mura line... Luskin's expanded in 
Midwest through $1.2 million cash acquisition of 
Sight & Sound retail chain with 11 outlets -- 5 in 
Indianapolis, others in Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo ani 
Louisville. Luskin's estimates acquisition will add 


$25 million to sales this year. Last year, Luskin's L.A. COUNTY SH 


safety use. Ch. 1 


opened 2 stores in Md. and 2 Tokyo Shapi 
é Mid. anc piro outlets 
sone and Ohio, which, with S&S, gives it 53 stores. §) threat to KSC. 
ec Lansing brand rights have been acquired by 
FCC RECEIVES : 


Sparkomatie under exclusive licensin 

) agreement 

be Altec Lansing Corp., subsidiary af Gulton 

mies Sparkomatic, autosound marketer, says! 
: introduce line of car and home audio products 

under Altec Lansing brand at Summer Consumer 

Electronies Show in Chieago in June. 


__ Japan will accept foreign test results on 
eae radio equipment ne hee of compliance 
wien ormance regulations under agreement 
vor out by U.S. negotiators and Post and 
we Meir a8 i Ministry. Until now, accept 
di: to be done by approved agencies 1 Japa 
cp ment that was considered major ier 10 
‘S. exports of telecommunications equipme”™ 
Home word processor ee 
does s, although new © | ns 
one Fin. ing increasingly common in Japan an “ 
ng. Ricoh plans to market one-piece 


oe 


about $215, und i 
, undersell ™ 
from Canon at $245, set ties — rt 


/£0R GE in acquisition of RCA G 
a = XE 


yewel F 1 
wh pledges complete autonomony for NBC GE. ~“Sctronics 


vis 


* & “yelc ; ' 2E-R 
>| * work or oe won't be spun off. Tinker in aip is Co UME 
Fe te 1. restructurings. tae FLECTRONIcg 
} c * \O - f 
- SELLS 9 CABLE SYSTEMS to Jones for ‘DRA Program arenes e uture lett 
= oe “ion, L.A. Daily News to Cooke for $17 Phili ATI Set “ of 
‘ 15 nes intercable jumps to NGth-langert be bisiticene it U TURING: ) 
N sol x 130 397 basic subscribers. (P. 3) SO, ue here jn 197 oe om American 
'N Sold so’ PE (P19) *Anization, Phil 
bsidi; RFECTioN ~ Philips 
home M's ELECOS: Broa casters react with caution. Pioneer's 40" h S Faroudja imps nn’ “loser -- 
prose a officials find idea interesting.’ FCC grants as 300 ft.-| coy Processin Flame 
' lice ions £0 comments. (P. 4) SUT-OF-HOME VIDE brightness. (P, 13) 
large for me Becta ee oe ee be next step, wi 
July 29 ae cE TAX EXEMPTION UNDER ATTACK from able VCP-color mo ‘video system, on —_ 
nannl # communities. Repeal would mean 15-fold hike PRI nitor combos. (P, 14) 
6 waxes of Some nonurban franchisees. (P. 9) sais Sag FINALIZED by Quas 
ed in 4 export prices up 5% eee 
of sep GETS FM STATION BACK in Gloucester, shortages in color TV, VCR. (P13) te 
> in ws, FCC reverses 5-2 vote of 1982 following court DIGI 
00 and end. FCC acts on character rules. (P. 6) reat ite es a nt race against 
add Wandwak in Europe by consortium of 
in's | COUNTY SHERIFF WINS Ch. 16 for public Fe aa en 
tlets i viety use, Ch. 19 ruled out because of interf 
oe SCL. D interference intl DILEMMA: Marketing of programming 
. er may not -- drive dish sales, says Channel 
Vy Master's Berg, who sees 600,000 sold in 1986. (P. 16) 
ant FCC RECEIVES $94.4 MILLION under funding 
betsure signed by President. BIB, CPB, FTC, NTIA, NEW IC DUMPING CASE, on 956K RAMs, filed 
says it (SA also funded. (P. 8) against Japanese by Administration. (P. 16) 
icts 
ss " ‘ : <4 erown vewel” of GE's 
i JEWEL’ FOR GE IN ACQUISITION OF Aa Te ST TV and radio networks 
mr Own re Pe a ag De tr mee OW Ne tc he He ‘asd promised hat NBC will 
fie, oe according to GE Chmn. Jom ti rip, and that CE Won 
2e “mnuinue to have "complete autonomy,” eae ar he's "d lighted” ith propose 
eee er 


Qterfere j 
mehip. any way. NBC Chmn. 


tance tt 
c 
a | vty were analvzing this and lookin at NBC = ‘a yous ens Op Wl t. For 
ource ; : ent,” We widely “or sP 
2 12 Deal Ee es ahcod night before nfter it ha pectin wele® sid is 
ss in Uetails, see separate story i Consumer plectron". rit inere™ 
° es : \ lg Normous epara es ory h Flow continu” 
t at growth in NBC's €aS 
odel, om 
ight @ 
{ 
Yeisen) Television Digest, Ine. Reprod 
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— 
— 
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— —— aay a sae 


DEq 
Electro,” yor" 
er © i oS War 
: | bp 
elevision Digest with Consumer Electronic. Q 3 Ron 
\, . ay ake 
NDUSTRY oe” oe 
STATE OF THE | yt elec 
Fe ame vy 
from EIA, for first statistical week of Dec. and 19851, first 4 ooo a B 
es to dealers, ” fal Pi NOV. 48 WEEKS 4s Weeks, of “an 
v. 16-22 1985 WEEK pf seo 
I pe 
599, 353 18,838,020 I CHa a it 
eeee 554,999 402,983 $12.1 467,706" 15,546,955* 1a ene pore Hane 
TOTAL TWes2°"" 451,601 og ie +11.6 459,136" 15,317,699" 44. 34923 o pord ao 
ovnect-VIEN- 442, 748° 2 AGT atte 8,570* 229, 256#¢ aoe ao a“ sore ins 
8,853 : 131,647 3,291, 06 1095 7 4 pid syce 
PROJECTION. « 151,920 -32.0 » 9 £91,065 4,5 8 du «ta ¥ 
MONOCHROME » «+ ape 543,696 - 0-5 590,783 18,608,764 19 eer mn prs 
" od * ~ » ’ 
ry EXCLe PROJEC. 71625" 248,969  +65.4 meet ni le oa 6,571, 39° meen. | ip 
HOME econo 8,015 41,899 -32.6 » » 208 425,031 ae 55 cakin’ 
COLOR CAMERAS _ylew) S-week moving average: 1985--423,010"; 1984--387,55) mee 36 , ~*~ 
oa aaah moving average: 1987 02a 5. ISCIRAI (POSE 87.25). fas | tnrove ack 
ame t 
“TRecord for period. ** All-time record. # Camcorders included in VCRs, not jn Cameras, . _ that F 
#4 Exceeds full-year record. | welch “a 
ake § 
ie: wiewW It 
-~RCA MERGER: Only thing that's really s : ‘7 
FUTURE UNCERTAIN IN GE ' Jy k me at this w... 
TV lectronics organization changes will be made if Gr", Se le Ene! 


one knows what consumer e S OF 

te ilion cash ($66.50 per share) acquisition of RCA goes through. Merger deat HP company * 

hammered out in just 7 days, according to GE Chmn. John Welch, and many nitty-gritty Wag prederic™ 
are still very much unresolved. Ses. Frederic 
p products 

for media in N.Y. last week, Welch turned aside questions on combing Leva 


At_ briefing 
semiconductor operations and research labs or whether GE was interested in retaining RCAy. pee 


international record business. "I think it's premature to talk about that because we just don't 


know," Welch said. 

As for consumer electronics, Welch said: "There are 2 strong brands -- we will try wih 
[RCA Pres. Robert] Frederick's help to develop a strategy that makes the most sense over the 
next few months." Could RCA be dropped? "You'd hate to lose the RCA brand," it's "ery 
important and quite valuable. In fact, the RCA brand in consumer electronics is a lot strong 


than the GE brand." 
r production and sour 


Asked what effect merger might have on GE's plan to end own colo 
- a id ponte Welch said: "GE has a good relationship with [Matsushital ert 
was echoed by Frederick: . a s something several months down the road." That oe 4 
prone! mort * » who said: "That's all part of our integration planning ovet 
In . | 

to anes Tene! tg RCA distributors at week's end, RCA Group Vp Jack Sauter ute 
Merger, Sauter said and passed along promise from Welch that everything would “— ‘sie 
must face in an se mee create a company capable of meeting the challenges VC! wt 
new enhanced Sapabindeon ors economy. RCA Consumer Electronics will benefit : 
meantime, we in Indianaceie «© Pomted out merger will take time to consummate ni 
business." He called apolis are pressing forward with RCA's very strong consumer all evel 
©a on distributors to continue t i" ‘ean build 0° S 

0 push hard "so we cat 


50 Ad 

40°" Dene “eae Letter ends A 

; pa "nas attain’. 
es be 


Siw . 
ares maintained" this Meg. 
bm *A brand in the Market S man. Sage ¢ . 
é al the RC Ket Place » rKet Pos;eom Wel 
py axe! wens “ion, leh: dig 
vo d@ RCA generally Make ,, mg UGE.» Sty 
. cE 5 and related areas S00q ani Bie ®Ppr 
ye-Zctromcs a, oF VCR 1 at Video Baniz © RO acti ciate 
A Sots 21 fo oO S, an Co Re) Nergeg Ona] fi Ctioy om 
oy pa are semiconductor Manufact € for at | “Ompan.” they ‘ 
¢}° goth ¢ NPCS § dh ast 500 Would } ietlap I 
fn. a . : , ‘0 t “Ayj 
jo8 re range from leaving I and va Captiy. . Us 8 abou oqily in 
J ior ne single or dual-— EPVIce ong Pictu’, Share 
opie one single ual—brand OrsannwA o 1€e op, ‘tur, e 
“7 - zi é = rs) 3 Toe - ire 
(from rarthest out on limb right now ig wition ty tions Mizatigns tube 
, v tal ed P. > ; 1s S eC : 
ag eng mee o Capacit h t “hs Uttj Parat, : 
e ngilio ; ufacturing y ere in Sushj hg d © entit: 
HF jor man roduction for GRE. Now nee ion ta. Compan” or seliities through 
j°" olor P ts it will b Ey Certain), °F set ¥ has bee, © of One < 
a, 4 iD plants e acquirin dinky : eduleg deen Prana: © or 
gr sted ressuring GE soon for fir; from A Is Sivin th Aug, takeover, v8 to 
Hy? - will be P ” decision op long-rat® 18 shone to havin’ al 
vsit3 : Ng~ran rts 80. itis US Sets 
‘chi d : ) é it’ “StS 
Ys cues are still up IN air, one thing Welch Cing Tred &Xpectag 
p=, will be responsible for top man 
f Le o j > 
(qkilo 


, : e 
\i08 on Bradshaw said he would retire se 


a 
ment a eee tly Clear at 
; : bec “PDQ in Faire: Ing is t 
; -man-out is ome airf chat 
— yar Frederick suc joined RCA front 8 Sonn deal ge 
M * ocoum x d om G ‘ al goe 
myelch 25° dn't. be moving up under Welch, Ke ePnational “he 1982, just oes 
rat he ‘or hadn't been decided On, and addeq Frea about e erick’. » 2nd word 
, UP", tha . . = eriek " va © wi 
Paid his company maintains the momentum jt has establish ae a big job Pe ae SP 
sure | Iso was indicated Frederick would be involved ; © 
Ft 8 
iW. 


d He mer 
in Consolidation e eae 


' strongman is GE Exec. V Paul Van Orde ! 
2 man Corp. Exee, Office in recent watnce HY st etiet moved up to 
pays 2 likely to be reporting, im some areas at least, through Van Gain re at means 
agerick 1S. bed GE ladder in consumer area and in 1974 
oqerick oa exec., Van Orden was given his first man 
»gocts VX 


agement job in Promotion to Audio 
rgguctS Dept. gen ne 


pining GE and RCA resources will create "a dynamite company" 
Combining san both its hor 


‘tion i its home and foreign markets, said Welch 
ot foreign OE Te world markets," he said, adding that's "the only way we are 
yporations pares? asing standard of living." He said "everyone is after us, ey Tees 
sig to have an incre se after this market, the Koreans after the Japanese. a Sone 
iether it be the ears oreans. We see it in every market in the land, a ae Table 
ee i re " In RCA, Welch said, ee eal Heattes import competition, 
i$, corporations Bares ilitary and space electron 

_ Tae eon for success internationally. 

wi a solid fo 


that will be able to 
. "Ll think American 


ives, Welch said. In 
; here are alternatives, building @ 

outright, but t by bu 
hts can't be won 


" but ; 
ttle some years ag0, e." While 
Lbeaws rat that otherwise would be Se ahees of 
distributi twork GE "has created 2,000 } 
‘tong distribution ne 


All home market fi 


investing 
battle we are Tver so we know 
: r, in the major appaner ons of dollars to wit 
le VCR battle is lost forever, le we are investing 
illus to win, in the lighting ee ; of RCA 
‘wt win in some and source in others. 


na” that aequstion 


‘ wO0 : anner, 
he confidence in the effective mon. 


Nall t : edy and 
Although Welch claimed to have a os approved na sie into 
Violates no guidelines and will in and probes have : Wash 
4! 4 ’ ‘ ~ 1 stl a ? in 
“ady is on for intensive investig yumber of peor merger other 
Welch said: "We as a courtesy advised os poe. on On 
» ~All Said? We as a courtesy ’ 
" Deople were in no position to comm 


1 pas 

. ted deal to be completeg ; jor} 

12 Tv DIGEST or." He said he Cp ae g-month timetable, befor, : ste™ ane i 
j]] make America stroneeferences were ma Nd : ap” word M 

is Wl = eve 4 : | p , 

et ag og. Dingell D-Mich) and Wirth Oca, APH as 

sed_by ag, | gortine, 


ses re rai e 1). 
objections we inning on Pas re 
strone—“(p-o.) (see story bee ne for “irregularities” —~ pe 


ecki pane ad: the, | 
: more than 8.7 million shar At ing: 
ame action on last day ~~ CS Were ¢,ithy 


Meanwh ding Dec. 9-11. ‘th most of follow; °% 7 100 
trading ~~ Bate $16.25 to canon ‘t had been revealed that mergep wou? ty ip 0 
and stock Sea take profits and sab dropping by $4.25 as nearly 10.9 Million’ 7 add re 
traders opted til 4th quarter 1986, pric tock activity at time when merger w Sup ty et yes 
consummated a briefing to comment on § up because "the street was full of rumon iy, Og 
rand RCA'S Bradshaw valde yiteel interview Oe radio, and added that met \ arts we do 
top ? " He repeate . , Dee. 11. , 
all of RCA nd GE didn't surface until late 1m day on ; posts ™ 
ie oc that were divorced 53 years 2g0. RCA was fon, | ars 

d reunite 2 companies tha = tion to establish Amepj TMed iy | ae Mark 

od Se et “sf Woodrow Wilson's pO ADE T and Westinghouse es base | post ragna¥ 
1919 a . jointl , ‘ m 

communications business, was OE ey RCA was split from GE in 1933 by federal WP ch @ 

er radios made by GE. Under FDK, - at © vox | 

consum mago# el 


order. : “ Lou Sl 
$40 billion in annual sales, $2.5 billion » pnrico (Ric 


ra lossus with 
Deal also would create co te colos 33 billion. And it! in 
== all were to be retained -- of about $33 bi 3 it's clear the wil 
income and assets ~~ if all were be n't fit in with GE's emphasis on high-tech 


rar i because they do <a 
— ren ser as RCA's Coronet Carpet subsidiary -- or to clear away a, 


anticompetitive aspects. | : ing 
For those top RCA executives who may be departing, there should be no problem makin © ° 

ends meet. RCA has provisions for good, though not overgenerous, severance benefits, aj) > 

there also are accrued stock options, which can be cashed in at GE's buyout price. RC\; | yoQWwARD 

annual report shows managers participating in stock incentive program had 1.88 million options introducti 

outstanding at start of this year, with exercise prices ranging from $17 to $37.88 per share, Fy. oe 


When those are cashed in, they will have something between $53 million and $93 million ts 
divide up. Assuming they haven't yet cashed them in, as of Feb. 1, Bradshaw held options now 
worth $6.82 million, Frederick $4.49 million, Electronic Products & Technology Exec. Vp Roy 
emis $2.08 million, Consumer Electronics & Entertainment Exee. Vp Richard Miller $2.01 
, 


(For significance of merger to broadcasting industry, see report in Broadeast section.) 


true worldwide company (TVD Oct 28 pl). 


New NAP a. 
operation T wore Cture adopts Dutch Phili S's "industrial base" concept, makes U -) 
Americas and Far Ene) Por oie NTSC pr oducts" (NTSC color system is used mainly in ™ 
Bastiaanssen of N.V. Philips C Coordination with Philips's worldwide hq in Eindhove?, a 


in the U.S, lace as for us it 
nating relations will be eallae pon committee 


"This is as much f 
help from them," said Jo : 


hilips to learn d 
hnstone. Goonies fies 


- 


wrt s eee 


=. 


as could go either 
RO sales rane (CM) Vp 


systems U™ 
it year, up from °F org said at meeting in 

600,000 ae sold in 1985, Berg said 

estimates 

> last week. 

w.Y. last wee | saan 
n for Berg's optimism 1S pasion me 

rep f com 

om d Turner Bestg- 


5 market, more than 

will bring new customers i. sales to those who 
and buy only to get , 
es on program packages TC 


will offer to Aes said 
encouraging, ; direct sales to dish 
national fees set by = very serious situation” 


apr te if a marketing isn't settled in right 
way at right time, he warned. 
first 6 months of 1986 will be 


it is, Berg said 
eesenip ed confusion over scrambling, 


5 rate and, if all goes well with signal 
pa rh sales increase in 50% range could be in 
offing during fall months. End result would be 
600,000-700,000 units sold in 1986. While view that 
mer marketing will drive TVRO sales doesn't 
seem to jibe with hang-tough attitude of SPACE's 
lobbying against programmers, CM executive refused 
to criticize association's strategy. He did say CM is 
interested in selling TVROs to cable systems. 


Berg's annual projections often are more 
conservative than others in over-hyped dish business. 
This year conservatism gave him reason to crow, as 
he pointed out at N.Y. news conference last week 
that his projection of 500,000-unit year for 1985 was 
much closer to mark than 600,000-1 million range 
suggested by others. One executive went as high as 
1.2 million for 1985, Berg said: "We can't kid him 
about it, though, because he's no longer in business." 


we nee antes Pere said 200,000 units 
as prom y June will be adequate 
ae 5 ry will build very slowly after HBO and 
ri - ome first fully serambled networks in 
a mere concern to CM, he said, is getti 
ne il expensive inventory of decoders that start 
'g trom M/A-Com next month, He described 


decoder purchasi : 
millions" of ayer program as costing "millions and 


DECEMBe, 
. 1 
ess. Irony is that HBO has ta, | 
Co oritics who feel decoders ae So 
had no comment. 


CM announced Porta—Mount, complet, 
TV system with 5-ft. perforated dish rn Sater, 
for $895. System ean be set up in 10-15 Will ret 
company said, but Berg noted it's deg. mm, “i 
for reception of signals from Gal. j i 
Company also unveiled switchers fo, = 
satellite receivers and conventional] a ple 


systems. 


NEW JAPAN IC DUMPING CASE: Expecteg 
dumping complaint against high-tech ia 

has been filed with International Trade Se IC, 
Administration and International Trade Cone 

by Reagan Administration through Commerce pi 
(TVD Dec 9 p16). But scope is broader than Dept. 
anticipated. 


Although complaint deals specifically wit, 95 
dynamic RAMs, Commerce said case would be aK F) 
widened to include megabit and larger capacity | | 
RAMs if Japanese start exporting thosetoys 
Commerce Secy. Malcolm Baldrige said pricing 9, 
Japanese 256K RAMs in last 2 years has dropped t, 
as low as $2 each from $20. Current prices, he gig 
may be less than cost of production and IC imports’ 4 
have caused losses to domestic industry of as much 
$1 billion and 5,000 jobs. If imports are unfairly | 
priced, he said, dumping case "is the best way to 
remedy the situation." 


ITC is slated to determine by Jan. 20 whether 
there's reasonable indication that sales of Japanese 
256K RAMs here injured U.S. producers. Positive 
finding will trigger start of ITA's probe into pricing. 


Filing was apparent reason why Japanese trade 
officials broke off talks with U.S. negotiators on 
settlement of IC unfair import competition complait 
ease filed last June by Semiconductor Industry Ass. 
Japanese had on table proposal to settle that case ® 
well as pending dumping cases covering 256K 
erasable-programmable memories and 64K RAMs, 
establishing minimum price for exports to U.S. 


ITA report on its determination that Japane 
are selling 64K RAMs here at less than fair value 
notes that 94% dumping margin assigned to 
Mitsubishi was based on information supplied by cing 


complainant Micron Technology. It said mpl 


Japanese company is now stuck with high heat 
requirement on new shipments, it will have mar 
opportunity to resubmit information te have 
lowered or eliminated. 


——_—_— 


Taiwan approved Texas InstrumentS af 
application to spend $15.7 million on eXP™™ 
Production lines for ICs and other elec 
Products there. 


~senes 2 «9058 
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umer Electroni 
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at Panasonic f 
Steve Asada ee ane. named VPS: stan 
ga, iv. gell- Pshard Lovisolo, 


senior vp, m j iS 

video; R : 
Hametz, Consumer > tainment Systems, 
Portable Audio-Home Enterta a. suda, Finance 


Pte emer as Matt Brozovich, 
PEG ex ROSS, N ortheast; | Lk et ne 
Mid-Atlantic... David Dunlap, at ae Rae. 
tronics mktg- 
ai as sales and pie, ener s 


Dixon resigns as , 
years nae including post 
GTE Sylvania before sale of Sylvania 
to NAP. 

Hans Wedin, Lloyd's senior vp-purchasing, 
promoted to chief operating officer, succeeding 
Willy Rosell, who resigned as pres. and moved to 
other duties with parent Bacardi Corp... David 
Walton promoted at JVC America from national 
product mgr. to new product mktg. mgr.; Juan 
Martinez advanced at Professional Video 
Communications Div. to product engineering mgr... 
Phillip Westfall, international Jensen national 
accts. sales mgr., named vp... Gari Vicari, ex-RCA 
Distributing, appointed electronics products mgr., 
Olympus Consumer Products Group; Joel Samberg, 
ex-Bozell & Jacobs, named PR mer. 


Drew Davis promoted at 3M from Data 
Recording Products Div. vp to vp of new Magnetic 
Media Div. formed within Memory Technologies _ 
Group through merger of video, audio and computer 
tape and disc manufacturing and marketing 
operations; Ennio Fatuzzo, former Electronic & 
information Technologies Sector R&D vp named to 
same post with MTG; Edoardo Pieruzzi, vp of 
former Magnetic Audio/Video Products Div., has been 
named region vp with 3M Europe in Brussels... 
George Saddler has left post of national mktg. 
mgr., Magnetic Media Div. of trading company 
ware se | International; MMD was discontinued in 

e of opening of own U.S. sales operation for SKC 
brand video and audio tape by Korean manufacturer 
Fir: Zig Chemical... Robert McNabb named 
Div. € sales mgr., Agfa~Gevaert's Magnetic Tape 


ib: I pirhanagah ufsord, ex-CBS/Fox Video pres. 
ra Faun O, Orion Home Entertainment, 
atop ~ pres. of Pioneer software subsidiary 
aa eOrDe (Tokyo), adds same post with n 
Wiaes orp. of America. Other appointm its: 
Mi ue gen. mgr.-senior vp, John Talbot rn 
ae vp; Ron Rich Pioneer Artists vp, Daihei 
ra ama program development m D alee 
ter named mktg. dir. and Ka Score 
affairs and administration mgr 
Pam Tourgeneau, ex-Media Hom 
i peasy Home Entertainment as P 
ce rden Thompson, ex-VCA/Teohnicg 
ray ndustries, Goodtimes fi 
mrg. vp... Robert Jeffers p 


eee 
ie 

- : eee 

ere 

a nett ton 5 

cme 


PECEMEe, 


., Video Assoc... Molly Kronber hy 


m 
ales MET’? reld sales rep, Vestron Vj den’ "angg 


s 
west coas 
Andrew Procassini, br SEMicon 

i - st recently mkt et: 

dustry exec-» mos ved 
U.S. IC operation of Korea's Hyun dad age Now a 
. ductor Industry Assn. pres., Suen ited hay 
Hinkelman, who has held post pric ing 
formation in 1977 and retires Jan. |... Pa gj N's 
Fischette joins Satellite TV Industry 4 rry ' 
ex-Fairehi blic 
Electronic Publishing Div. as east region ae 

. Te 


: 


James McDonald, Gould pres.-Coo, a4 
duties as CEO in April, succeeding William 
Yivisaker, who will continue as chmn. ang 
exec. committee chmn... Harold Mattice become 
ex-Durango Systems, joins ITT as Qume on 
operations vp responsible for printer and bie 
peripheral plants in Puerto Rico and Taiwan ie 
purchasing of terminals from outside supplier, 
Helmut Schwab, Siemens Components iees-cn 
assumes additional duties as acting gen. mgr < 
Siemens Semiconductor Group, formed thro OF Ney 
merger of IC, Optoelectronic and Colo. Compo 
Divs.; Daniel Rendino, former IC Div. national 
sales mgr., promoted to same post with group; 
Heinz Wilke named finance vp. , 


eT 


Sharp's next addition to products 
manufactured at Memphis plant is expected to be 
electronic typewriters. Company assembles color 
TVs and microwave ovens there. Similar additions 
planned for Sharp's VCR plant in U.K., where it al» 
plans to start assembling microwave ovens. 
Expansion in U.S. is part of program to broaden 
manufacturing operation here and help reduce 
exports. Sharp said it now exports 30,000 typewrites 
monthly each to U.S. and Europe, eventually to be 
replaced by local production. U.K. move was 
prouipige in large part by imposition last June of 
Sump duties of up to 35% on electronic | 
CypSWrieets from Japan. European Court of Justice 

as rejected request of 5 Japanese producers for 
Suspension of dumping duty collection while court 
consid their bid to overturn finding of sales at 
on fair value. Court isn't expected to rule until 


st Quasar received order for 15,000 19" 
: mmercial color TVs from Motel 6 in first 
xpected to be series of contracts. 


Obituary 


John Vassos, 87, who designed RCA'S fist 
pi, first color TV Lint eee 38 yess ® 
Norwalk cutant to RCA, died Dee. 6 at his hom 
of ROA oo Before World War Il, he desi 
broadeast oer products and after wat ' al en 
artist, tec aupment. He also was illustrate! Sgt 1 P yae 
for US. Ame, va helped organize Greek 880, 

>. rmy, One brother survives. - 
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STA te 
; deale, SUMMARY. INDEx 
e OF Werk’s 
8 men ,- cable Co NEWs 
. Jo \ap-NRBA MERGER: Agreement NSumey Electron: 
; “ guFOR © time for NAB board action in GE Want Nics 
aba: JP; be. sticking points remain. (P, }) electronics N O RETAIN 

e0th Rene Other nes, compat RCA's oo, 
mats  aacOM TABLE TALKS: Allof MGM may “CA @p. eis on $6.28 bit on mengen™ 
nd gif vs except film library. Viacom acquires HITACH isition of 
%, “i op, 2) itsubj RA 

: (P. itsub SSEMBL 
EO Ti Dishi open Y set fo 
fnew —* eggADKEEPING RULES remanded 2nd Yapan's VCR expe one Ga. yi 
Ta gp RECW Court. (P. 3) (P. 1 Oe: 
ents fr appeals VCR IMPORTs JUMPED 59 


OF INDEPENDENT TVs chronicled in 
jin tiated stations said attracting 21% of 
We ‘lion in revenue. (P. 4) 


PB 95b 
ugllS, §2.0 
pNC ASK COURT DISMISSAL of fairness 
Le gill ‘7 FCC hasn't changed doctrine. (P. 4) 
gto 
“i OLICY in report b 
noggJKED ON WAIVERS P p y 
= is ae phaseout threatened. (P. 5) 
= threatened 
wtf APPOINTMENT TO NTIA DIR. ; 
ve radio broadcaster being considered. (P. 6) 
riters  §POLL$ SAID UNCONSTITUTIONAL by Appeals 


e wtin Wash. (P. 7) 
f ABC AFFILIATES DIFFER on must-carry plan. 


Ml wted 'reluctantly' to back TOC plan, Padden 
ice SJerkins, (P. 7) 


<u at this point... I'm optimistic. 


; : AB. 
Us looking toward merger of sla ap PAP) cosm 


“\edling in mostly perceptions, lan 


' “tn, We'pe told both sides hope to have agree 
‘6 ay etings Jan. 13-17 on St. Maarten Island 1n 


4 


l’#teement at its board meeting in Feb. 


ijt merger actually began at ead 
bral ge Shea they decided to g0 

in gy “ty, -Uating sessions have 

J 4d “onet at insistence of NRBA. T@ 
(0 \ 

ad yg 


lyn, 10 
iy * by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduct! 
“seq, 


i TED IN TIM 
tess  HNRBA MERGER PLAN EXPEC FED IN word from NA 


eting ° .. 
: mwith 3rd des 


tes 
been held, seen led on 


CES INTRODUCT 


IONS j eae 
projector and ¢ ONS include Mitsubishi 50" 


amcorder, more Korean VCRs, (Pp. 12) 


GM RANKS AMONG LARGEST Consumer electronics 


marketers, according to report offering f 
: f 
Delco operations. (P. 13) Siete hice aie 


CONGRESSIONAL PANELS on tape tax and trade 
and IEEE meeting are conference newcomers set for 
Winter CES in Las Vegas Jan. 9-12. (P. 14) 


SONY NET UP as color TV and audio equipment sales 
improve. Other results. (P. 19) 


PROJECTION TV faces sharp loss of big-screen TV 


market to giant direct-view TVs and one sets 
using panel displays, study says- (P. 15) 


E FOR NAB JAN. OKAY: 
Another source PrIVY 1) yt Ling points 


etics. 


ment on 
Caribbean. 


g of associa 


t Dec: 1 
0 


‘ee 

566.5 Ww 

ren, GE 
Solg 


ee Pean sy 2 
ger" to EC in 1986 would be 1s ndicated they fat Community officials to g If there's sign 


— 


op rest : e “1. 
ted for 1989, which is well Sypea million. ‘That 


rogram, MITI ke 
yor? getting OULSOL line, Toe on quantit and or; TV DIGEST—11 
Pe i action. MITI offie ale €ets with Euro - ice of mon; 


t @ppropriate ran ee isCuss need for 


& ote : ould § J . 
f they, of ta for this year. * million supplied in 19st ently below 1.8 million tot al 
thay fe gf ‘ and 2.25 million establis re 
> fear $7 seep export decline this year st ablished 
Nse for tion BY plants in Europe that yomed from soft shea? 
Sulfacte. _ "tion next year, plus slated Jan. Peres® OWN o et demand and 
te in oo ge into need for comme 1 1 hike in EC's aT nr investment in Pali VCR 
isther for Japanese manufacturers CR exports, so hold amore duty to 14% tne ary 
an Re * . on exports won't be bas 
tigat; 
On r) 
ar pORTS UP 50% IN OCT-.: ; 
min yor oa while incoming shipmen VCR imports bounced bac 
jgwaown, pments of complete K strongly in Oct 
Conver vonth's VCR shi ments jum d 50.1% to j t 
Mes 4 sion umported in Sept., but still well por under 1.52 million, marked j 
i VCR aor 10 months, imports stood a eerie ae nthly record Of L67 eae es 
oth 474,800 for full period. Most of rest came ees aus Korea was source of 42,800 in 
ui Total TV camera im orts dropped 39.6% j 
: Bay y seolining monthly shipments to 5, falling 51 3% to sae vhile hence extended string 
fF 1986 ip first 10 months, total camera shipments ere s ; Be ye while b&w rose 33.3% to 15,200, 
year's qst-ever drop on cumulative basis. B&w caine . Ry at 545,400, was off 5.7% for 
-urrent @) aulative first, imports of videotape players edged ase 16.4% to 161,200. In another 
l. next nonth's tape player shipments fell 68% to 5,000 while ieee of videodise Players. Although 
is that players came out ahead for 10 months: 85,000 (up 89.9%) So Sao 23.7% to 3,200, tape 
) rate layers. Also in video, imports of projection TV ro 38.39, 0 . 00 (down 4.4%) for dise 
out at _ ito 47,400 for full period. Se 38.3% to 3,100 for month, but were down 
nbling 
, that In TV, total imports of complete and incomplete receivers slipped 10.7° at 
ty for wolor's 5% rise to 864,600 was more than offset by 33.1% drop ASS: 386 500 feo 10 
sntis, total TV imports stood at 1.3 hen) 1) 28% to 9.59 million 
w down 7.3% to 5.27 million. : 
rate 
so its In color, Oct. imports of complete sets slipped 4.5% to 465,700, with Korea only major 
Id be wurce country to show decline, while shipments of color chassis and kits rose 18.8% to 
88,900. For full period, complete color imports stood at 4.4 million, down 5.3%, while 
mcompletes, at 5.18 million, were up 82.4%. In b&w, 10"-&-under TV-only sets provided sole 
inced mr ease, rising scant 0.2% to 115,500, while tinyvision combos dropped 31.1% to 94,300 and 
id it 7 ll"-&-over fell 45.8% to 176,000. For 10 months, small-sereen combos were up 64% to 
will» ae small-screen TV-only sets were up 11% to 1.4 million and larger models were down 
. out */ (0 2.42 million. 
n is nn 
Sams i Ity in fl disc price war is Dennison 
Panto ¢ ung will send delegation to U.K. next Casualty A ee Fee rics coxennd Gail 
tlectng “Xplore Possibility of setting up consumer plant in Milford, «ned Ele hant line, said it will 
nies plant this year when it acquire P Pao ale 
les 13" a ee idate disc production at smaller facility in 
be fa 3 Color TVs in Portugal, is understood to consolida’ i ser et be cooverted te 
stry “for sted in establishing European manufacturing Ireland. ford plant els, part of its standard 
hat 4) et, pL screen color, VCRs and misrowey Ee abies Dennison said it expects to show 
and Korean ant would be first of kind in U.K. owned by pari ae oe ster taking $12 million after-tax 
ta TVs nd Japanese manufacturers assemble | = to eover cost of plant closing and reserve for 
ting o» -Rs and MW ovens there, and Taiwan's per he patent infringement suit. 


“tates former Decca color TV plant. 


~ 
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jireless 
will show 2 wire ato VHS camcorder 


are RCA 


Cc 
= ‘chi also will debut rando 
sages 5-aise sutochanger Pro ding 
inc ee mming of up to 30 selectio 
Magazine is about same SIO6 Be) 
f m 6-dise changer Intl . 
7 pl. Price of Mitsubishi p 


i i all-sereen color sets 
unm will offer its first rm inca oa 
under-cabinet kitchen with AM-FM a 5 

pc 9" va rape $230 and 14" remote 
sites receiver at $400. GE will have new 4-head 
VCR with Dolby stereo at $730. 


Magnavox has introduced portable CD player 
shown by nae Berlin Audio-Video Fair last 
summer (TVD Sept 9 p15). It's priced at $300; 
accessory pack containing battery pack, case, 

is $60. Shown in Berlin but not 
announced yet in U.S. was dockable auto dashboard 


panel to convert portable into car player. 


will show car CD players at CES, both 
with AM-FM, leader at $600, version with built-in 
security system at $700. 


Emerson will expand video line with 19" 
remote at $450, monitor receiver version at $500, 
wireless remote VHS VCR with special effects at 
$500, VHS Hi-Fi version with MTS at $600. 


Samsung will unveil 6 VCRs and VCPs, alo 
with long line of new color TVs. VCPs will be in'2- 
and 3-speed models (prices not available), Three new 
basic models, all with 6-event programmability, will 
— existing ones. VHS Hi-Fi wireless remote 
on-sereen programming will be $700, 
Square-cornered 14” set will be featured among new 


were OvCR ns ee  wirelong remote 
and 19" color monitor peat da mo 7 as well as 13" 


Sampo will ha 
at $370, remote 2" moe remote 4-event VCR 


Console, both at $650, tor receiver and remote 95" 
AOC will i ; 
monitor ceed or Ean 19!’ wireless remote 


‘ at $360, fi 
line including 13" an d 25M one Planned monitor 


ce 

d oducts from tradit; Weyy a 

More video Pr EONal an, jc5 ord 
prands will mark show. Included: AUdig Coe 


‘cher plans to debut 4 new remote 
ris pivers, all with MTS and cable” rn pie 
s 5 wi 


nitor rec = " 

starting al = nee ee B.5e ane 25" af of pelted ji 
so90, ew steren VCRS are $580 and ispy3t ae 
¥ii-Fi MTS wireless ngmote? Fi die Model ig se ip pores 
Also new from Fisher wl audio-video ane Ses of A 

e 
nsui is introducing 26" monitor rege; “i poo oa com ck 

Sa ; 400 lin ‘ Clvep ph god 
with built-in MTS, es resolution, as ae put 
replacement for its former 25". Alone, it's pri orice wnole 
rep pe giso 1s featured in Several audio-vide gris Oe of 
systems. Also new from Sansui is VHS Hi-Fi q oo it i! 


chy 
- i i QW pot 
‘th 178 channels, 8-event timer, wireless pap * CR 
ae $999. New video accessory is portable char vnc 4 em 


generator. 
Akai enters TV with its first monitor rege 


i i fi 
__ 20" and 26" MTS remote units with comb fie’ | Peper POS 
142 channels -- along with group of audio-video ’ 


systems. plier can’ 
Vector Research has added 2 VHS VCRs at _ccess to 1m 
$449 and $499. Also new are 2 HQ VHS Hi-Pj n 
models, 5-head unit at $750, one with 51-functio, Lo 

remote and on-screen programming at $1,000. about 98% 
aE 90% of 


Combination video-audio-computer disc 
player is to be first hardware offering from joint 


optical disc product development venture formed at Althou 
end of Oct. by Dutch Philips and Du Pont (TVD Noy4 auto manuf 


pll). Player will be designed to standards that 
venture expects to set in cooperation with Japanese 
manufacturers, be able to handle current Laservision 
videodises, digital CD audio dises and CD-ROMs, — 
have port for connection to computers. Production 
will be in plants being equipped in Belgium and Spain 
and Philips said it's expected to retail for about 
when introduced in 1987. To give venture chance to 
establish competitive foothold in market, it was 
indicated, Philips plans to ask EEC ministers to 
double duty rate on such players to 19%, just as it ‘sales hori: 
successfully did with CD players in 1983. | manuf 


Import adjustment assistance program has __ 
been extended 2 years, giving Administration and 
Congress more time to come up with substitute. 
Proposal to impose surcharge of up to 1% on impom® 
to fund training for import-impacted workers Was 
approved as amendment to one budget bill by 
Meee conferees, but bill itself age 

could come up again in next session, 2° ast 
Administration plan for scrapping import adj” 
program in favor of making it part of federally 
funded Job Training Partnership Act. : 


Useful volume, How to Hook Up Your Vise® 
System, with diagrams covering most free 
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E FIRSTS: 
WCES CONFERENC ae 
conference events are wie Las Vegas: (1) Two 


panelists. tion with show. 


technical conference in 
i workshop, on outlook for 
on. rapes Jan. th at 1 p.m., Hilton 
Hotel. Se ) panelists include Reps. aoe Re 
Y C slo,), Downey (D-N.Y-), Feighan (D-O.), Mazz 
pace ) "Schulze (R-Pa.)- Session on outlook for 
tase ro Jan. 11 at 11 a.m., includes 


yalty taxes, 3 
hias (R-Md.), McConnell (R-Ky.) an 
ery plus Reps- Fish (R-N.Y.), Hughes 
oe NJ.), Lungren (R-Cal.), Smith (D-Fla.). 


conjunc 


First con 
trade legislatt 


Full-day IEEE meeting is to be held at 
Jan. 11 starting at 9 a.m.. 


ill be devoted to papers on cable, afternoon 
will focus on HDTV, application of digital technology 
ffort to develop 


to TVs and status of industry e 
standard bus for controlling variety of products and 


functions in homes. 


Regular schedule of conferences, all at Hilton 
Hotel, starts Jan. 9 at 2 p.m. with Outlook ‘86. 
Speakers: Ron Nessen (Mutual Radio Network) on 
economic outlook; William Boss (RCA) on industry's 
1985 sales and forecast for 1986. 


Jan. 10 audio conference at 9 a.m. will have Sol 
Boucai (H.H. Seott) as keynoter. Home audio panel: 
Robert Heiblim (Denon), Dan Peterson (Kenwood), 
Mark Friedman (Onkyo), John Briesch (Sony) and 
retailers Charles O'Meara (Absolute Sound) and Bjorn 
Dybdahl (Bjorn's Stereo Designs). On autosound 
panel: John Bishop (ADS), Charles Wendt 
(Blaupunkt), Jon Passini (Jensen), James Oblak 

(Sansui) and retailers Rick Greenberg (Car Tunes) and 

Bruce Bart (Mad Jack's Warehouse). Computer 

conference at 2 p.m. will have Tandy's John 

Patterson as keynoter. Panelists: James Levy 

ee iea Katz (Atari), Kenzi Sugihara 
antam Books), Keith Schaefer (NEC) an i 

Modie Katz (SoftKat). peracid B= ag 


Zenith's Gerald McCarthy will ke 
conference Jan. 11, 9 a.m. Panelists Sapte oe 
session: John McDonald (Casio), Joseph Klein 
(Goldstar), Harry Elias (JVC), Jay Yancy (Toshiba) 
and retailers Richard Lewis (Newmark & Lewis) and 
ary Tobey (Federated Group). On video software 
panel John Ziemba (BASF), Robert DeLellis 
G rod Video), Rand Bleimester (Embassy Home 
ee ertainment), Court Shannon (Karl-Lorimar Home 
i me Robin Montgomery (Prism Entertainment) and 
a ers Ron Berger (National Video) and Steve 
jo (New Video). Keynoting 2 p.m, telephone 
erence will be Ray Gates, Panasonic. On panel: 


rast SA (AT&T), Dennis Burke (Cobra), Paul 
pi ode-A-Phone), James Caile (Motorola) 
a ailers Ron Rosberg (Phone Co.) and H 

uart (Fone Booth), li! 


workshop sessions, at meeting 

Convention Center and Hilton, wil] 

show hours on all 4 days. They wilj covetnitig 
r 


aspects of marketing accessories VEP var Moge ; rose 
systems, blank Lane, ROMDt ers, aigtas ven" lg for Yeo 
d players, security systems, s . io ce i 
aieahones: video software. phellite receiyen’ ae $82.2 ai 
_g—___ ’ 

Commerce Dept. will resist : of vide 
"the Japanese lobby" and proceed with Xe from oy spid S50 ries) € 
of Administration complaint that Japanen tigat; som ond 8g weak de 
dumping advanced IC memories here ice 0 er pilion increase 
Commerce Secy. Malcolm Baldri Aga. He ding to fy effec’ 0 trial equip! 
responding to news report White House . Was E t *, indus gales of $1 
9nd thoughts about pushing case. In ii having qos et ycR es rose 22. 
investigation, Commerce's Internationa} * ae total sa color exp 
Administration said it estimates dump Pade . pr rise - 60% t 
33% may exist for Japanese large-scale Raven ot 1 in Vv ponent sys 
exported to U.S. in June-Oct. this year, ire ; ore ile co ¢ volume 
pricing probe won't start until after Jan, 3] Sformy 115), color se 14.8 
deadline for International Trade Commissio, ts _ Ind b& 
decision on whether domestic producers =a to j piuso® 
injured by import competition. In Japan ee tobe +0 equipment sal 
NEC said they were planning to cut output Py ang judi of de 
RAMs, type of chips covered by dumping co 256K piision © ny said it sol 
Reason, they said, was to avoid inventory bull playes® 150 in fisea 
that could result in price cutting. dup op fr" on at 190,000 m 

“counted _ w4 7 
o 
Dedicated car video components to be were UP ns 15% to 
marketed next month to custom van and boat 9 sales ieee up 6.2% to 
red Sony a ee eciny ra remote TV Wier & apan was 
uner-audio amplifier at $265 and matchi r id it expec’ 
epee: art! that selects song lae oa and 
signal from up to 3 antennas. Tuner has inpw ing env 
feeding in signal from VCR. System wicks wih a atfeult opemmter that 
portable TV equipped with video input. Sony is ee production, i 
featuring it with $430, 4" tunerless color monitor strengthen financial p 
says it will have 8" version out this summer. In of new high-tech prod 
demonstration last week system provided steady | of iti 
soturde Anite del : light competitiven 
pictures during drive on highway near Sony's N.J. ha, ion of ; 
performed acceptably, b i Lae aph amEN 
ptably, but tess well, in area meant prices would b 
populated by office buildings. Sony spokesman ‘competitive edge." 


estimated custom installation, including components, 
2 antennas and TV with optional mounting brackets, 
would run just over $1,000, said company has 
conservative sales target of 500-700 monthly. 


More than 400,000 camcorders will be sold in ae 
U.S. this year at more than $500 million retail, ner ticron i Techno! 
Sales ni Ri, quarter to | 


according to RCA Mktg. Vp Stephen Stepnes. 
of RCA's VHS version are abate 45% ahead of 
earlier estimates, he said in forecasting that industy 
will sell 700,000 camcorders this year. Offer of free 
hard carrying case with camcorder has bee extentel 
to March 2, he said. RCA introduced new leadet 

VCR model with linear stereo and wireless remo 


TDK will boost videocassette output at 
Atlanta plant by 40% to 2 million mon 
0 minimize impact of dollar devaluation Ne will 


yen. TDK said production capacity inere 
eft e through greater automation and improve’ tron Said @ 
etriciency, with no plant expansion planned. = 


no. 51 


: Sony credited color tT 
vf N of jmproved consolidat and audi 


er va S Mog F) pent ar to Oct. 31, said inten es in final 
. ‘ e > e . 
~vigttiougt @ (fe, world markets held dows sro 
Udi § fete Net for year rose 2.2% to $3 ; miles 
receiy. Dg hg! “es increase to $6.78 billion, For qu ULOn on 
ain (pings of $82.2 million were up 14.1% to $1 87 
gl ® j 
“fj00- 
re from Pp id sales of video equipment (Vv 
: , : C 
a Stigati, sony accessories) edged up just 0.7% Peet 
rp are n go> anion as weak demand for Beta mo dele year 
“Ording to : gM oot of increased volume for 8mm Vide - 
Was ystt © industrial equipment. It saig total 
unc Ving (ks on vCR sales of $1.1 billion was off slightly 
Trans a total sales rose 22.8% to $1.72 bi ’ 


llion, hel 
a ‘ » helped 
ise in color exports to China. Bj 
margin ~*~ sm? “ TV was 60% to $114 million fore 


Or project; 
TAG ee pile component systems gained 44% to Sime 
3] wheemal on color set vole vee UP 19.7% to $1.49 
one iCh ig Fog and b&w rose 14.8% to $81 million, 
pear je, 
litach;, A: audio equipment sales climbed 24.6% to $1.6 

of 256K gjion on strength of demand for CD and tape 
Omplaint. ijyers. Sony said it sold 800,000 CD players in year 
uildup from 150,000 in fiscal 1984, put current : 


‘ction at 150,000 monthly, with just under hale 

yeounted for by portables. Sales of other products 

vere up 11.8% to $953.2 million. Sony said overseas 

gles increased 15% to $4.97 billion, while volume in 
it Owners e japan was up 6.2% to $1.73 billion. 


Sony said it expects rising yen, trade friction and 


2oming meertain China and U.S. market conditions to create 

its for iiffieult operating environment in current fiscal 

‘ith any year. To counter that, company said it will increase 
is werseas production, improve productivity, 

oe. ’ strengthen financial position, continue development 
n 


of new high-tech products and "adjust prices in the 


idy light of competitiveness abroad." Asked for ‘ae 

V.J. hq, aplanation of pricing intentions, spokesmen said it 
neant prices would be raised "where Sony has a 

A competitive edge." 

onents, 

>kets, Fuji Photo said easing in downward pricing _ 
messure on videocassettes contributed to 17.4% jeer 
nee million-in consolidated net for year to Oct. 

in 


Micron Technology had loss of $10.5 million in 
ales ‘Pening quarter to Nov. 27 on sales of just $5 ed 
: qo In same period last year, IC ee 
lustry rae million on sales of $37.2 million. Las ap G4K 
free Patlled Complaint that Japanese were rp ala 
onded Ms here, Earlier this month Internation 
. lustration issued positive preliminary 


ins of 
e. jgermination, saying it found dumping margins 0 
"8% to 94% (TVD Dec 9 p16). 
ear Apple said it expects to report record fiscal 


mat*tly profit of about $52 million in opening 
Ae to Dec. 27, up 13% from same fisc 


A stems 
hing, Said earnings improvemen’ © sales to 
é 


from cost-cutting effort, exPe ion. 
weed $500 million, down from $698.3 mill 
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addit; 
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ne Developme Coe SPEEN Dispig Plays, 
ar 


° im 
direct] om t-vi Sets be aoe come as 
.On models Parably sizeq 
Teg able l ah v flat-pane] displays, stua 
pce ptf emo 
’ a 
account f mmance ratio Improvements fe 
or More than ollow, could 
P LV sales 
Also, report sa: 
ap os SoS, Current internat; 
Come up with 5 le work Tnational effort to 
gh-definitj nie r d Standard for 


Be ee signal systems could re jaPable of handling 
versal standard unn  Detaie 
Prowitt St., N orwalk, Gorm. fee etails: VDC, 6 


Here's what VDC sees as outlook for big- 
A alse utiook for big-screen 


LARGE-SCREEN TV SALES 
(in $1,000) 


1985 1987 1990 1995 


Total U.S. 750 933 1,095 1,370 
Consumer 600 725 800 925 
Industrial 150 208 295 445 

Foreign 115 165 245 380 

Total 865 1,098 1,340 1,750 

—\_i——_ 


in 49th 

r TV sales to dealers plummeted in 
dean Read! dipping 12.6% below same 1985 week, 
while VCR sales showed lowest increase ? tae! a 
15.4% (see State of the Industry). aan e _— 
calendar technicality -- for many man vane : Pacis 
reporting period piss Ager 3 rehome 

-- the aring 
but not ey with 5-day one in 1984. a 
nee overed by latest EIA data eaarat 7 
B0-Dee. 6 week, most oe oer ge 
tually ar 

are from slighty oe si Wed.-Tues. a5 

ao aataotirers, for example, using 


$ ek. R 
their reporting ‘he ing id imports is 
; idered by OF! and gee 


ive at request O°” or hearing al 
Representative ontend elimination a 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Kenji Tamiya, Sony America chmn., to be 
elected a dir. of Japanese parent at Jan. 30 annual 
meeting. Other nominees: Takao Kanaoka, pres. 
of VCR and color TV manufacturing subsidiary Sony 
ichinomiya, and Yoshiyuki Kaneda, Magnetic 
Products Group senior gen. mgr... James Ambrose, 
ex-Quasar, joins Sharp Consumer Video Div. as 

national sales mgr. for direct sales operations; John 
Poto, ex-GE, one-time Magnavox, named national 
sales mgr. for distributor sales... Gary Weissberg 
_ Sanyo Consumer Electronics Div. as product 
peenent dir... Frank Leonardi promoted at 

. oer from vp to senior vp for business 

oe €s, retains responsibility for marketing 
ne computers to specialty retailers: John 

llicka, ex-Canon, joins as consumer t 

Senior mktg. and sales vp. Se Ni 


Francis Scricco, form 
| : er Com i 
| cee Products Div. gen. ae cr C 
ara ein ig Operations, named oe 

on, telephone equipment rod rki 
an appointed gen. mer, of Saloract, thn 
pam ie nC of N okia Group, Finnish arte f 
Philips a spelt Arthur Dojan, N. Am re 

Chasing services dir., and John igh 
> 


exec. staffing an 
named staff — ‘management development dir ” 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Compan, 


These are latest reports as obtained during past wee, 5 
indicates information not available at press time. Amounts ae ash 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. Sseq 


nc 


Company & Period 


VS 3 


\\ 


es 


aydio/Video Affiliat 


1985-9 mo. to Oct. 31 3.8 
1984-9 mo. to Oct. 31 2 357 wee 
1985-qtr. to Oct. 31 1 269'oe 
19g4-qtr. to Oct. 31 yo 
able TV Industries 
1985-9 mo. to Oct. 31 
1984-9 mo. to Oct. 31 Pree. ‘ 
32 000 
1985-qtr. to Oct. 3] on yor 
1984-qtr. to Oct. 31 2970 : 
wk. to Nov. 16,268,000 | aes 
1984-24 wk. to Nov. 10 36,281 009 | ot 
1985-12 wk. to Nov. 12°794' 005 | +a 
to Nov. 20°039 Gop | © ’ 
Notes: “Adjusted. “Restated. wif wi 
Col0s ¥ 
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Steven Williams appointed Harman America 
mktg. mgr.; Mark named sales dir,. 
Lawrence Reichenstein resigns as Webcor exec, 
plans to establish new telephone and consumer = 
electronics marketing company... Stanley Wulc 
named chmn. of Tandberg Audio in restructuring of 
Tandberg America; Roger Jensen named Managing 
dir. of manufacturing operations in Norway... David 
Hertz, ex-Panor, one-time Marantz, joins Nikko 
Audio as national sales mgr. 


William Hoard, former Pioneer Video national 
software mktg. mgr., named national sales mgr. 
Mirisch Video... John Levin, ex-MCA Home Video, 
joins Active Home Video as mktg. vp... James 
Keegan named controller, RC A/Columbia Pictures 
Home Video... Leanne Latimer appointed Norstar 
Video sales mgr... Troy Cooper promoted at 
National Video to exec. vp; David Davies named 
finance vp; Kim Cox appointed administration, 
planning and legal affairs vp... Stephanie Clark 
named co-op ad coordinator, Artec... Miriam 
Wirchin promoted at Fuji Photo from ad coordinator 
to meetings & exhibits supervisor for Magnetic 
Products and Computer Media Divs. 

—ft— 


Consumers' color TV buying plans slipped in 
Nov., but still remained high, according to 
preliminary results of Conference Board survey: t 
showed 8.1% of those queried intended to = 
TOE sag 6 months. While that was dow 0 

7 1S m ad it was well above . average 
preceding 12 months. ay 


Microwa ven shipm domestic 
factories and tap ee a's 2.6% in Nov. tol 
million, AHAM reports. That L1-month tots! 

Just over 10 million, up 92.4% trom pesiod lt | 


same 
year, and 9, 
9.19 and 9.6% ahead of 1984's full-year rece 


ee 


w N: Plans 
our” of 135 systems among buy} 
Hsp? os finalized. (P. 1) ying group 
“ent 


ANNOUNCE FOR SENATE JAN, 4 
pare . Hart declares he's stepping down, oo 


fs 


as WANT FEE RULES RETURNED: NCTA 


ericg -4BL Cable Act didn’ 

: ¢ tors say Cable Ac t supersede FCC 
a re gf ae n; seek ruling on earlier rate 

er "P, setitions Le 

le yah, NCTA BACK AT NEGOTIATING table on 
Ing of Mee ovright payments. Staffs meet Jan. 8, 


Nagin sable COPYTIE ay 
David ) bichough deal reportedly isn't close. (P. 4) 
oO 


NEW CANDIDATE FOR FCC VACANCY: Hispanic 
KOB-TV public affairs dir. Decision 


paula Maes, KU! : 
onal axpected by White House this week as some 
P. vandidates are told they're out. (P. 4) 
a CABLE INDUSTRY PROFITS OFF 2.8% in 1980-84. 
res ivestment banking firm also finds revenue growth 


ar softening for cable but accelerating for 
broadcasting. (P. 5) 


INT VENTURE to buy Ku-band 
preted es will be resold to HBO, other 
programmers for cable delivery. (P. 6) 
ator 
GROUP W CABLE SALE !' , 
definitive agreement to sell its 2.1-mil 
$16 billion to group consisting ate 
Southwest Communications. Trans” 7 


and Time on behalf of bidding eng smaller 


t franchises under construc 


set anticipated by mid-1986, follow 


b 
c € 
’ Tee d am n 


Con 
Sumer Electronics 
JAPAN! 


; Nov, ; S. edged up ; ‘ 
SW att yen nse SE ag 


SUrVeY: Prices will pees 


Ces will 


waincorders well ahead, (P, 9)” Proiection ana 


VIDEO PRODUCT DEMAND in U.S. will continue 


Strong in next 4 
: : years, but growth wi 
international report sate oD will be slow, 


RCA LABOR PACT calls for issui 

issuing shares annuall 
to workers, GE might seek change after Rate, ? 
SMC in new contract. (P. 11) 


IMPORT DATA DELAY of up to month being 
considered as cure for inaccuracy by Census Bureau. 
Outside views being sought as planned Jan. change 
delayed. (P. 12) 


DARTNALL END RUN SUCCEEDS in acquisition of 
Thorn EMI Screen Entertainment. Midland 
International goes to Wesray Capital. (P. 12) 


EXPECTS 2,000 mail orders 
AMERICAN EXPRESS Mgeraet 


1.800 Sony Handyeam sys : 
Se sales at $125 million, about 1% 


of market. (P. 13) 


6 BILLION: 
ES $1 ration for slight nd CentOry 


ely it was 

_ Analysts 

ith Time $ 

ady ae it holds wm 
ran 


Ss ast region 
Philips Rar T50 Ftware 

Appointed to 
; onsumer 


‘>, of N.V. 


tec f 
jer, professional ag both from Du Pont... 


iet d at Owens-Ill. from exec. 
seph Lemieux advance ‘ ei 
cs to pres., succeeding R Lanigan, w 


continues aS cehmn. 


tional accts. 
Greco, former Canon na 
sales mgr., joins Goldstar as northeast region sales 


oceedi Bergen resigned... Evette 
mgr., succeeding »8Y ed Seabishl Electric 


acere: -Proton, appoint 
ara a a PR mer., Eaoneding pero 
who resigned to join Sperry Corp... Richar f 
Lorbach, Kodak Consumer Electronics Div. mktg. 
vp-gen. mgr., adds duties as chmn. of Softstrip ‘ 
international, Kodak-Cauzin Systems venture forme 
to market computer program loading system outside 


North America. 


Joseph 


Margaret Cleave advanced at Embassy Home 
Entertainment to mktg. vp, with responsibility for 
EHE and Charter Entertainment titles; Robin 
Olson promoted from mktg. services mgr. to mktg. 
dir., succeeding Cleave; Terri Kilroy named mktg. 
brand mgr... Mary Linthicum International Video 
Entertainment General Release Div. national sales 
mgr., named asst. vp; Lauri Chez advanced to 
GRD midwest region sales dir.; Laurie Turner 

promoted from west region sales rep to national 
accts. mgr., new post... Von Polk resigns as vp-gen. 
mgr. of CBS/Fox Video's Management Products Div. 
2 coe pres. of Video Publishing House, formed 
MPD acquisition; Judy Rogers, ex-CBS/Fox, 
named exec. vp of new venture, 
Es 


Ad notes: Curtis Mathes assi illi 
P 10 mil 
pal to ae subsidiary Tea oe mete 
rn Moore Ady... Fuji Photo is bei sue 
Harting over use of blimp in ads a aon 
m erial. In actions filed in U.S. Dist Courts j 
incoln, Neb., and Ft. Lauderdale a 


use of shape in ads erodes 
odyear for 74 


Sharp Trading Co 
Electronics to belt Bee ae been formed by Sh 


Consumer products Mportation of U.S 

has set im and parts into J S. 
P port oal apan, Com 

$160 million foe 67 ae 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Compaies 


These are latest reports as obtained during past neat 
indicates information not available at press time Amounts ey 


| q 1 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss | 


Revenues 


~~ 
Net Earnings | Pay 
611 ma 
447,611,000 a oy 
339,546,000 | 11'394°000 
171 ,532 ,000 3 101 “004 1) 
137,296,000 gf eal 
3,902 009 | 4 
598,675,000 | (71 g15 
815,0 
727,377,000 | 25'375 on + 
201,735,000 | 64635’ g99) 5 i 
246,134,000 4 4a" ~~ 
+. 488 000 4 


b 
bd yar to oct 31 | 08 Fecere | Seoaame be | 
es Oct. . ’ " 52. 
1984-year to 1931 .400,000 400,000 hy 52 
t 


1985-qtr. to Oct. 31 


1984-qtr. to Oct. 31 1,692,900 ,000 


Notes: “Restated. bat yen's current rate. 


Philips and Olivetti are among 6 European 
manufacturers investing collective $25 million in 
return for 39% interest in European Silicon 
Structures. ESS is all-European venture to produce 
custom ICs launched earlier this year by group of 
former executives of U.S. semiconductor companies 
ESS already had come up with $20 million in back 
from banks and other financial groups, is now wit 
sight of $65 million funding goal. ESS expects 
build first plant in France, start production the 
1987, with plants in U.K. and Germany followir 
Until own facility is on stream, ESS will rent 
manufacturing time from other producers, expect: 
be shipping ICs in 2nd quarter next year. Head of 
management team is Jean-Luc Grande-Clement, 
former Motorola Semiconductor Europe vp. Othe 
principals include Robb Wilmot, former Texas 
Instruments U.K. pres., and Robert Heikes, retire 
ex-head of National Semiconductor's European 
operation. 


__ Sinclair Research of U.K. is seeking some $3 
million in new financing to fund computer and IC 
development projects. About half will be earmar! 
for development of new portable computer and 
upgraded version of QL desk-top model now on 
market. Remainder would be used to help launch 3 
million wafer-scale IC manufacturing venture a 
proposed by Chmn. Clive Sinclair early this yeam 
(TVD March 18 p16). In June, SR agreed to become 
75%-owned subsidiary of P on Press in return 
for $15.4 million capital infusion (TVD June 24 pl) 
but deal was called off later. 


_ Easing antitrust rules that restrict mergets 
eae ve competitive position of import-injuret 
naustries, will be called for in legislation to be 

Np by Administration next year, Measure 
might a President to allow what otherwise 
RR Considered anticompetitive m whe 
quotas Such standard import relief rem s 

or higher duty rates won't be effective. 


